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Stephen Lenahan  Director of 
Communications & Development
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MASS TIMES 
All Public Masses have been suspended. 
The following Mass Times will be live 
streamed at ap.church/livestream
Monday - Saturday | 9 AM
Sunday | 9 AM & 1 PM Español 

RECONCILIATION TIMES
Confessions are only available 
in the event of an emergency or 

form at ap.church/talk

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
The Sacrament of Anointing of the 
Sick is available by scheduling an  
appointment. Contact Sue  
Dewlen at sdewlen@ap.church

PHONE NUMBERS
 | 281-296-2800

Parish Fax | 281-296-7238
St. Vincent De Paul | 281-466-1920
St. Anthony’s Bread | 832-482-4210

RECEPTION HOURS
until further notice. The staff is 

information visit ap.church/staff.

WELCOME HOME

PAROCHIAL VICAR
Fr. Mathew Thottiyil
frmathew@ap.church

HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN
Fr. Ronnie Dela Cruz
frronnie@ap.church

PAROCHIAL VICAR
Fr. Kingsley Nwoko

frkingsley@ap.church

CONNECT WITH US!
            
           FACEBOOK 
           facebook.com/staoptw

                     
           INSTAGRAM 
           @ap.church

           AP.CHURCH 
           ap.church/livestream                

           FLOCKNOTE 
                           

Flocknote is one of St. Anthony’s 
main sources of  Communication 
to our Parishioners. Sign up today 
to receive: Fr. Tom’s Weekly 
Emails, Important Parish Updates 
and Information.  

                          
                                      
               
                  
                                                          
                                      

St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle, be our 
defense against the wickedness 
and snares of the devil.  May God 
rebuke him we humbly pray; and 
do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly 
host, by the power of God, thrust 
into hell Satan and all the evil 
spirits who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls. Amen.

                             
                                                 



The story that we read in the Gospel of Luke about 
the two disciples who encounter the Risen Lord on 
the road to Emmaus is in a way our story too in our 
lives, and the story of every Mass.

As the disciples walk from Jerusalem on the third 

and they do not recognize Jesus when he joins 
them on the road. Instead, they are discouraged, 
struggling to comprehend everything that had 
happened in the preceding days – Jesus, the one 
in whom they had placed their hopes, was dead 
and all seemed lost. But then his tomb was found 
empty and some women in the group reported 
that angels had announced to them that Jesus 
was alive!

Then the mysterious stranger walking beside them 

the prophets had foretold about the kingdom of 
God. When they arrived in Emmaus, the disciples’ 
invited him to stay with them. While their visitor 
was with them at the table, he took bread, said 
a blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. With 
that, the disciples’ eyes were opened and they 

vanished.

the scriptures to them as he walked with them. 
The joyous disciples then set off at once back to 
Jerusalem to tell the Apostles and other disciples 
about their encounter with Jesus (Luke 24:13-35).

of Emmaus, we can lose heart and become 
discouraged. Although Jesus is and has been in our 
midst all along, walking with us, we may not realize 
his presence because we are perhaps distracted 
by the troubles and concerns of everyday life. If 
this happens to us, Pope Francis recommends that 
we read a passage of the Gospel every day and 
go to Communion every Sunday to receive Jesus 
(Regina Caeli of May 4, 2014).

When we gather together before the table of the 
Lord, by the prayers of the Mass, Jesus draws out 
our response. He opens sacred scripture to us. He 
is revealed to us in the Eucharist and our hearts 
are opened with faith and grace to recognizing 

disciples of Emmaus in this way, we can rediscover 
the blessing of a transforming encounter with the 
Lord.

Another way that the story of the disciples on 
the road to Emmaus plays out today, notes Pope 
Francis, is in those people who lose faith and 
“under the illusion of alternative ideas, now think 
that the Church – their Jerusalem – can no longer 
offer them anything meaningful and important. 
So they set off on the road alone, with their 
disappointment". Faced with this situation, the 
Holy Father says, we need a Church capable of 
accompanying them on their journey to offer them 
meaning and warm their hearts.

Pope Francis encourages us to be missionary 

help those who are wandering aimlessly or headed 
in the wrong direction to return to Jerusalem – to 
the path of God our Father. Having encountered 
and walked with Jesus ourselves in our lives 
and in the liturgy, like the disciples on the road 
to Emmaus we have been transformed. By our 
witness of this Good News, the eyes of those who 
are disappointed and disillusioned can be opened 
to Christ’s presence and possibility in their lives. 
By our lives of prayer and acts of love and mercy, 
by walking in the footsteps of Jesus, we can be 
to them his face and voice and hands and feet. 
Archdiocese of Washington, March 31, 2016. 

ROAD TO EMMAUS



ADMINISTR ATION

PADUA 
to 77977

Give Online at 
ap.church/give

Give through  
General Offertory

WE NEED YOUR 
HELP. SUPPORT 
ST. ANTHONY'S!

MID-APRIL PARISH UPDATE
Dear St. Anthony of Padua Family,

At the end of March I emailed you to address our drop in 
offertory - I am happy to report that due to your generosity 

lower than projected. 

We are now at the midpoint of April and so I wanted to provide 
you with a similar report on where we stand this month. With 
the future still unknown, we did apply for the government's 
SBA Loan which would provide payroll for two months (for all 
church employees, including those furloughed) that could later 
be forgiven as a grant. We have not been approved yet but we 
remain hopeful that this will help the parish operations.

- Fr. Tom Rafferty, Pastor

Want to receive parish updates via email? Visit 

Week of 4/5 (Palm Sunday) Week of 4/12 (Easter Sunday)

$150,000 

$100,000 

$50,000 

$0 

FY20 
Projected Budget

Offertory Actuals
for April 2020

Budget Deficit

March 2020 Recap 
 

March Budget ¡  ¡  $403,500

March Offertory $392,461¡¡¡¡ 

March Shortfall  $11,039 (-3%)

 

Projections will continue to

be monitored and reported

throughout COVID-19.

Mid-Month Parish Offertory Report

GIVING FOR THE WEEK 
APRIL 13TH - APRIL 19TH
OFFERTORY *
$ 97,582.27

ST. ANTHONY'S BREAD
$ 24,892.45

SVDP LOCAL  
$ 13,092.73

HOME MISSIONS (Domestic Missions) 

$ 1,461.30

PARISH ANNUAL FUND
$ 265.55

MAINTENANCE FUND 
$ 215.00

TOTAL | $ 137,509.30 
*Includes Online Giving

HOW TO GIVE  
If you go to our website, 
ap.church/give, you can click on 
the Give Now button and set up 
your gift easy and fast. Or you 
can follow any of these options 

give online, or give through our 
weekend collection envelopes. 
You can mail your envelopes to 
St. Anthony's.

Thank you for your continued 
generosity! *The graph only represents Offertory. Not SVDP, SAB or other ministries.



MARCH 27, 2020 UPDATE
For the most up to date information,  
visit ap.church/covid-19 
In accordance with the "Stay Home - Stop 
the Spread" Court Order from Judge Keough 
for Montgomery County, TX. The following 
adjustments have been made to our campus 
operations:  
St. Anthony of Padua Procedures 
• Sunday Masses: Will be privately celebrated 

by a priest at 7AM, 9AM, 11AM, 1PM 
(Español), & 6PM and will be live streamed 
on our website and Facebook for you to join 
in prayer at home. The Saturday Vigil at 5PM 
will also be privately celebrated. We also 
recommend selecting some other devotional 
for your family to practice at home on Sundays 
(ie Rosary, Divine Mercy, Bible Study, etc). 

• Daily Masses: Will be privately celebrated 
by a priest Monday through Saturday and live 
streamed @ 9AM daily on our website.  

• Confessions: Are only available in the event of 
an emergency.  

• Private Prayer: Due to the Court Order on 
March 27, 2020 from Judge Mark Keough of 
Montgomery County the church is CLOSED 
for private prayer until further notice. We 
recommend creating a sacred space in your 
home or backyard for private prayer during 

 

• St. Anthony's Bread Food Pantry: Will 
continue their critical outreach efforts but with 
strict social distancing procedures and limited 
volunteers. The pantry hours of operation 
remain the same at this time. If you would 
like to donate food on your way home from 
the grocery store - the food bins will be 
available for drop-off outside in the piazza. 
The SAB Food Pantry is open on Monday and 
Thursday mornings from 9:00am to Noon, and 
Saturdays from 11:00am to 1:00pm. 

COVID-19 UPDATE
• St. Vincent de Paul Society: Will continue 

critical operations. This ministry is able to 
provide short-term assistance to those in crisis 
in the form of rent assistance, utility bills, or 
other emergency funding. For those needing 
assistance: Please call 281-466-1920 and leave 
a detailed message with your name and return 
phone number, and one of our members will 
contact you. 

• Talk to a Priest: Are you in need of spiritual 

ap.church/talk to speak to one of our priests. 

PRE-EXISTING PROCEDURAL UPDATES:  
• Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is reposed 

until further notice. 

• Under current circumstances off-campus 
meetings & retreats are not sanctioned by the 
parish until further notice. 

• All parishioners are excused from the 
obligation to attend Mass.   

• If a parishioner is in the higher risk category 
due to current illness, age, or suffering from 
a chronic health condition or compromised 
immune system, are asked to remain at home. 

• Baptisms of Infants: the celebration of the 
sacrament of baptism is to be postponed, 
unless there is danger of death. 

• Anointing of the Sick: communion for the 
Sick and viaticum for the dying will only be 
distributed by priests. Priests will continue to 
minister to the sick where they are permitted.   

•  suspended until further notice. 

• Funerals: may only take place in the 
form of "The Rite of Committal with Final 
Commendation" (also known as 'graveside').   

• Parish Staff: will work remotely. Please contact 
them via email with questions. 

For more information on other ministries and 
procedures visit ap.church/covid-19



LITURGY & PR AYER
COMMON HOPE IN A  
SURREAL PANDEMIC
By Dr. Tod Worner, Word On Fire Blog 

When the considerable dust settles and the 
pedantic minds and punctilious grammarians have 
had their say, I’m willing to wager that the word of 
2020 will be “surreal.”

Several months ago, who would have conceived 
that, in short order, our country would completely 

night at the movies followed by a pint or two at 
the local pub. Concerts are rescheduled. Sports 
are on hiatus. Restaurants have been shuttered. 
Businesses are now operating from family room 
couches and kitchen tables.

The President briefs us daily. Television screens 
are awash with curves and tallies. We’ve seen 
more people in gowns, masks, and face shields 
than we have since Dustin Hoffman starred in the 
Ebola thriller Outbreak. And we have all found a 
new favorite uncle in Dr. Tony Fauci.

wipes, and frozen French fries would almost be 

of 2020. Surreal.

But here is the thing: notwithstanding 
the threat of this illness to the elderly, the 
immunocompromised, and the frequently 

what happens when we slow down and stay at 
home.

When is the last time you played so many board 
games, assembled puzzles, or had consistent 
engagement with your spouse and kids day after 

house for its different rooms, the driveway, and 

have you discovered about what you have said 
is important and what you have found is truly 

How much have you hungered for your church 

community, your school community, your 

Perhaps the silver lining in this tragic disruption of 
society is that we are forced, at times, to sit down 
and be still. Yes, to consider the risks of illness and 
death. But also to consider life and what it truly 
means. Pope Benedict XVI once observed of our 
distracted, overly occupied lives, “Put simply, we 
are no longer able to hear God—there are too 

know what we can control and what we cannot. 
We need to resolve to be kinder, to be more 
intentional, to live for the things that truly matter 
and let go of the things that don’t. There is one 
sure truth about this pandemic that comes from 
ancient wisdom: this too shall pass.

As our social distancing, our lockdowns, and our 
quarantines drag on, let us remember that this 
earthly Lent we’ve just concluded—this time in 
the isolated wilderness, this era in the darkened 

the Resurrection. Easter cries “Liberated!” to the 
prisons and catacombs of yesterday, as well as the 
hospital wards and family rooms of today. “You 
are free, my child,” we are told. “You are made 
well.”

Albert Camus’ seminal work The Plague takes 
place in a town on the Algerian coast quarantined 

the physician and conscience of the tale, reminds 

I must tell you: there’s no question of heroism in 
all this. It’s a matter of common decency. That’s 
an idea which may make some people smile, but 

decency.”

In the weeks and months to come, for our 
families, friends, and that stranger we see 
(properly distanced) in a grocery store, pharmacy, 
or on the street, let’s say a prayer, share some 
hope, and practice common decency. For only a 
decency that emanates from the unconquerable 
hope of Christ—the risen Lord—can dispel the 

have trouble, but take courage, I have conquered 
the world” (John 16:33). 



ONLINE RESOURCES
ST. ANTHONY'S ONLINE LIBRARY
During this time you can still grow in your faith 
and listen to talks on topics of Morality, the 
Kerygma, and basic Catholic Teachings. Visit 
ap.church/believe for our online library.

FORMED.ORG
Formed.org is a vibrant, relevant and complete 
program to re-evangelize and reinvigorate 

transform your life. Pulling together the best in 
Catholic movies, children’s programming, audio 
dramas and books, we provide a trusted and 
engaging entertainment alternative in support of 
a Catholic lifestyle. Sign up with a free account 
using the Parish Access Code : 39a794

PRAY MORE NOVENAS
Pray More Novenas was created to help you 
pray by sending you each novena prayer for 
9 days. It has transformed the prayer life of 
thousands of people by bringing them closer 
to God in a consistent way. There are various 
novenas that you can sign up, there is even 
a novena for the Coronavirus. Let us recenter 
ourselves in prayer. praymorenovenas.com

iMISSAL PHONE APP
Visit the app store and download iMissal where 
you can follow along with the daily readings, 
daily bible verses and a whole host of prayers. 

WORD ON FIRE 
A digital evangelization ministry run by Bishop 
Robert Barron has online resources including, 
videos, podcasts, articles, blogs, homilies, and 
much more. Visit

LIVESTREAM 
Join us for  
Mass and 
Stations of 
the Cross via 
livestream at 
ap.church/
livestream

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
By Philip Kosloski  on Aleteia.org 

The Church encourages us to make an act of 
“spiritual communion,” where we unite ourselves 
to God through prayer. It is a beautiful way to 

when we are unable to complete that union in the 
reception of Holy Communion.

Countless saints incorporated this type of prayer 

receiving Jesus in the Eucharist once a week 
or even once a day. Making an act of spiritual 
communion for them was an essential part of life 
and drew them closer to God on a daily basis.

St. Josemaria Escriva encouraged everyone to 
make a spiritual communion as often as they 
could, “What a source of grace there is in spiritual 
communion! Practice it frequently and you’ll have 
greater presence of God and closer union with 
him in all your actions.”

Padre Pio also had a habit of making a spiritual 
communion throughout the day outside of the 
celebration of Mass. He desired to be always 
united with Jesus Christ in everything he did.

Below is a traditional prayer of spiritual 
communion that many saints have prayed over 

at Mass unable to receive the Eucharist, or even 
in the midst of your daily work, lifting up your 
thoughts to God.

The ultimate goal of our lives should be 
communion with God and an act of spiritual 
communion can help a person draw closer to  
that goal.

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in 
the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above 

all things, and I desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 

heart. I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never 
permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

LITURGY & PR AYER




