Ja

"k g b ]
NI 7

SAINT JosEPH, HUSBAND OF MARY

Roman Catholic Church

January 3, 2021 The Epiphany of the Lord

“They did him homage. Then
they opened their treasures
and offered him gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.”

-Matthew 2:11
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STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

Wise Men See God in the Simple Things

If you’re on social media, you have probably seen a meme going around that features this quote: “God has a plan for your
life. The enemy has a plan for your life. Be ready for both. Just be wise enough to know which one to battle and which one
to embrace.”

There were certainly two competing plans for the Magi: God’s and Herod’s. And, wise as they supposedly were, it wasn’t
entirely easy for the Magi to discern which was which.

After all, Herod posed as a friend. He offered the Magi hospitality and kindness. Though the Gospel doesn’t say so, he
probably flattered them and appealed to every moral weakness he could observe in them. In his palace, they must have felt
great physical comfort — rest and tables of plenty on what was an otherwise long and treacherous journey.

But if the Magi were honest with themselves, I'll bet they would have admitted that, regardless of Herod’s charm, they felt a
gnawing sense of doubt while in his presence. When they looked upon the Christ Child, born in a stable without any of the
comforts of the world or protections of wealth, they probably felt the opposite. They probably felt safe.

The Magi were lucky enough to have the right plan spelled out for them in a dream, but for the res
remember this: God’s plan is often the one that leads us to places of great simplicity, gres
have the wisdom to view power with suspicion, and innocence with admiration.
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WEEKLY COLLECTIONS STEWARDSHIP APPEAL 2020

This Week 2019 2018 2020 CSA Goal: $265,510
Sunday Offertory -12/20/20 $14,471 $26,889 $29,393 Pledges: $335.941
Online Offertory $10,337 $4,044  $3,193 Cash Receipts as of 12/20/2020: $325,837
Total Offertory $24,808  $30,934 $32,586 Participating Families: 536
Poor Box - St. Therese Center $295 $609 $1,262

Electronic Giving
Our parish relies on your consistent financial support to better plan for yearly expenses. There are currently three forms of
electronic giving to create easy opportunities for regular giving:
1. Give online by going to our website and clicking on the “Online Giving” link on our homepage.
2. Give via the GivePlus Church App by going to your App Store and downloading the free app.
3. Give via text by texting the dollar amount to 702.935.1246 and following the instructions.
We thank you in advance for your consistant support.
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FROM FR. AMEH’S DESK

The Feast Of The Epiphany

The word “epiphany” comes from the Greek word epiphaneia, which means, “manifestation” or “appearance”. Thus, we
celebrate today the manifestation of God’s only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, not just as “King of the Jews” but the entire world.
We celebrate the coming of God into our world through the Holy Infant King. The visit of the Magi represents the search of
the entire people of the world for peace. Though these “Wise Men” were not identified as Jewish believers, they followed their
inner conscience with great enthusiasm and travelled a long distance to see the Newborn King. Upon finding him, they offered
their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. The Church invites us to journey in faith with the Magi and offer the Infant King the
gifts of our hearts, our families, and the pains and struggles we have experienced during the past year. These can be our gold,
frankincense, and myrrh to Christ.

Having encountered Christ, God’s greatest gift, the “Wise Men” were never the same again. The Gospel tells us that they
returned to their home country through another route. Having celebrated the great Feast of Christmas, may our lives never be
the same. May we turn toward the path of justice, unity, peace, love, compassion, and forgiveness.

“The three kings of Orient journeyed from far distance isles. Though the voyage was turbulent, they kept moving
forward in hope. They did not give in to despair. lllumined by the light of their inner mind they diligently matched on.
They were guided by the star which announced the birth of the Star of David, the Prince of Judah, the Holy Infant King.
Guide our hearts, Oh Lord, by the light of Your Word. Dispel the darkness around us by the bright light of Christmas,
Jesus Christ, your Eternal Word.”

-Rev. Fr. Mark Thomas Ameh, MSP

Scripture Readings

Today, Sunday
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalms 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12

This Week

Monday: 1 John 3:22-4:6; Psalms 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday: 1 John 4:7-10; Psalms 72:1-4, 7-8; Mark 6:34-44

Wednesday: 1 John 4:11-18; Psalms 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mark 6:45-52
Thursday: 1 John 4:19-5:4; Psalms 72:1-2, 14, 15bc 17; Luke 4:14-22a
Friday: 1 John 5:5-13; Psalms 147:12-15, 19-20; Luke 5:12-16

Saturday: 1 John 5:14-21; Psalms 149:1-6a, 9b; John 3:22-30

Next Sunday
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Psalms 29:1-4, 9-10; Acts of the Apostles 10:34-38; Mark 1:7-11
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SJHOM FAITH FORMATION

Kris Mulligan, Children’s Faith Formation Minister Karen Washburn, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Coordinator
kmulligan@stjosephhom.org kwashburn@stjosephhom.org

Tiffany Madsen, Youth Minister
tmadsen@stjosephhom.org

Weekly Gospel Reflection for Families

The Good News

The Magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, asking the whereabouts of the newborn king of the Jews. Herod was troubled
by this news of the birth, as was all of Jerusalem. He sent the Magi to Bethlehem to search for the child, asking that they
bring the child to him so that he could do the child homage. The Magi set out and followed the star to the place where the
child was. They did the child homage and offered him their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. But they were warned in
a dream not to return to Herod, and they left for their country by a different route.

Reflect

This Gospel narrative is full of adventure, danger, mystery, and yes —gifts! During this Christmas season, enjoy dramatizing
this Gospel as a family. Then think about how far you would travel, how far you would go to pay homage to Jesus. Would
you go as far as your parish to receive the Sacraments or to spend some time in quiet prayer? Would you go as far as
the soup kitchen to serve a meal to the hungry? Would you go as far as to tell someone to stop bullying a classmate or a
coworker? Would you go as far as to give up a morning cup of coffee or a favorite treat in order to give to someone in need
the gift of food or clothing or the necessities of life? How far would you go? What would you give as your gifts to the King?

Share

The star led the Magi to the place where Jesus was. With your family, cut out several yellow construction paper stars. On
each star write either a way you can find Jesus—such as “read God’s Word” —or the name of a person who has helped
you find Jesus, such as “Grandma Joan.” Create a mobile of your stars using coat hangers and yarn or string. Hang your
stars in a place where all family members will see them.

Talk

1. I can be like a star and show Jesus to others by . . .
2. The greatest gift | can give Jesus is . . .

3. The greatest gift our family can give Jesus is .
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PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Updated Mass Information ; —~
. -
We are open in a limited capacity. Currently, we are able to take 250 people per Mass. Our Mass t i : i
Schedule is Monday-Friday (8:00 AM), Saturday (8:00 AM, 4:30 PM), and Sunday (8:00 AM, 10:00 | =
AM, 12:00 Noon, 2:00 PM). —

We are also able to offer Confession by appointment. Reservations are required for all Masses. To make a reservation
for Mass, You can sign-up online using the links on our homepage (www.stjosephhom.org) or call the parish office
during business hours and speak to a member of our receptionist team. Per Diocesan policy, we are required to lock
the doors once Mass begins. We ask that those with reservations arrive 25-30 minutes early so that everyone can be well-
checked and seated on time. Thank you for your help in this matter.

This week the parish office is open Monday - Friday from 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM, and Saturday from 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM. During
this time the church is not open for prayer outside of the Mass. Masks must be worn at all times while on our property.
Everyone is required to pass a temperature check. We thank you for your patience and look forward to welcoming you!

Watch Sunday Mass Online

We have returned to very limited Mass capacity, but you can still worship with us online. During this time,
we are streaming the 10:00 AM Sunday Mass on our YouTube channel. To get notifications of these live
streams, please “Like” our channel at www.youtube.com/channel/UC4tXYzcjG5aWCTqgdmpOozYQ.
We look forward to celebrating with you!

Mass Intentions for 2021

Mass Intentions for remaining available dates in 2021 can be scheduled in the Parish Office starting Tuesday, January 5 -
Thursday, January 7 between 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM only. The book will not be available on weekends or evenings.

We will honor up to (3) Mass requests per family and only (1) Mass request may be scheduled per month. Forms will be
accepted in person ONLY on the days/times above, with one form per person. Do not leave your form with a staff
member, as those requests will not be honored. Please fill the form out carefully and clearly, with your parish registration
number on the line provided. The names will be printed exactly as they appear on the form.

How You Can Support Our Mission

We appreciate your financial support during this difficult time, as we depend on your regular giving
to operate. Our parish relies on the constant financial support of the parish, and electronic giving
offers an easy way to give on a regular basis. We have several options for giving, including online
giving, our Give+ App, and even from your phone via text message.

To Give online: simply visit www.stjosephhom.org/finance and click on the Online Giving link.

To Give via our online giving app: GivePlus Church is a mobile giving app that enables you to make one-time or recurring
gifts from your smartphone. Visit your App Store and search for “GivePlus Church” to download the free app.

To Give via Text: Text the dollar amount you would like to give to 702.935.1246 and follow the instructions.

If you have any questions, please contact the Finance Office at 702.363.1902.

We thank you for your support of our mission!
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' BUY 1 BREAKFAST GET1FREE" , .

*Purchase any adult breakfast & two beverages
| at regular price and get a second adult breakfast
1 (of equal or lesser value) for FREE!
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BUSINESS HERE

Contact Kjirsten Finnegan to place an ad today!
\ kfinnegan@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2659 )

SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS
THAT SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com
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