ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION
Established in 1780
Fort Yuma, California,

P. O. Box 1176,

Winterhaven, CA 92283-1176

SUNDAY MASSES (We follow AZ Time)
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:30 PM
7:30 AM
10:30 AM

Rosary Devotion
Saturday

2:00 PM

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament
Saturday

3:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Confessions 3:15 PM—4:00 PM
Or at other times, by appointment

For Baptisms and Marriages
Please call the Parish Office

Rev. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor
Tel: 760-572-0283

Email: : stthomasindianmission@gmail.com

April 28, 2019 * Second Sunday of Easter © or Sunday of Divine Mercy
Parish Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday — 9 AM to 12 PM and 3 PM to 5 PM
Or at other times, by previous appointment
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET
for the particular intentions of
+FR. RUSTY MONOHAN
(Dec 23, 1946—Apr 23, 2017).
At 11:30 AM today, 28th of April,
that is to say, after the 10:30 AM Mass,
everyone is invited to join the prayer of
the Divine Mercy chaplet, in the church,
to be led by Stan and Gloria Simala, for
the particular intentions of +Fr. Rusty
Monohan.
Fr. Rusty Monohan’s entrance
into eternal life was on the Sunday of
Divine Mercy of 2017 (April 23).

Upcoming Important Dates:
May 12, 2019 (Sunday) — Last Day of
Classes for Catechism 2018-2019;
Mother’s Day.
May 19, 2019 (Sunday) — The 10:30 AM
Sunday Mass becomes 9:30 AM
Mass until the last Sunday of
September 2019.
COLLECTIONS:
Holy Thursday (April 18) ——————— ——$447.50
Good Friday (April 19) for the Holy Land— —-$300.66
Easter Vigil Mass (April 20) —————— ——$615.70
Easter Sunday (April 21) 7:30 AM ——— —— $697.66
Easter Sunday (April 21) 10:30 AM ————— $673.35

For CARIDAD AZURIN on
her birthday.
For all the HOMELESS AND
POOR.
For + CORETHA PASQUAL
on the anniversary of her
entrance into eternal life
(April 26th).

Second Sunday of Easter or Sunday of Divine Mercy, C.
LET US ALL SING:
Entrance: 708 — BLEST BE THE LORD!
Offertory: 832 — HERE I AM , LORD!
Communion: 589 — KEEP IN MIND!
Recessional: 708 — BLEST BE THE LORD!

For the Readings: See “JOURNEYSONGS” # 923
Acts 5:12-15
Rev 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19 John 20:19-31
Mystery of Faith Acclamation: Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection, You have set us free.

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
Today, on the final day of the Octave of Easter, the
eight-day celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, we give
praise and thanks for God’s mercy. Scripture is
replete with examples of divine mercy, foremost
among them Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. Truly, as
we hear repeated in the responsorial psalm today,
“(God’s) mercy endures forever.” As we celebrate
today’s liturgy, let us recall the times in our lives
when we have felt that tender mercy.

THE SPIRIT BRINGS GOD’S MERCY
IN THE FORM OF FORGIVENESS
Fear can imprison not only our bodies, but also
our minds and hearts. The apostles locked themselves in
because they were afraid that those who had killed Jesus
would come for them. But neither locked doors nor
fear can keep Jesus out. Jesus suddenly appears with gifts
that release them from their fears.
First, he gives them God’s peace (shalom), that
is, all God’s blessings that can enrich human life.
Then he breathes the Holy Spirit on them, empowering them to offer God’s forgiveness to all who seek
it.
Finally, he gives to Thomas — and to all future
followers — the gift of faith in him as Lord and God. To
live at peace with God and others, to have the capacity to
forgive and receive forgiveness, and to recognize Jesus as
the Son of God — these are Easter’s gifts to us.
Let us live as genuine Easter people. Let us
make use of these gifts this Easter season and beyond.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
The observance of this day has
been enriched by a plenary indulgence
(complete forgiveness of sins and
punishment) which is granted to the
faithful under the usual conditions:
1) sacramental confession; 2) Eucharistic Communion; 3) prayer for the intentions of the Holy Father.
The requirement of sacramental confession is
satisfied by all who remain in the state of grace
following their Lenten celebration of the Sacrament of
Penance.
The other conditions for the plenary indulgence
are included within all celebrations of the Eucharist/
Mass in the parish on Divine Mercy Sunday: in the
Penitential Rite we will implore the mercy of God to be
detached from all affection for sin, even venial sin. In
the Prayer of the Faithful, we will pray for the Holy
Father and his intentions and for greater fidelity in our
lives to works of charity and mercy. As always, we will
pray together the Creed and the Our Father, that as God
forgives us we will pardon those who sin against us.
“Our sins are nothing but a grain of sand alongside the great mountain of the mercy of God.”
— St. John Mary Vianney

Including the Youth
Today’s first reading (Acts 5:12-16) describes
the widespread cures and restorations of spiritual
health.
I remember that some years ago, my second
Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor year Confirmation students (of 15-year olds) had this
passage for discussion in Class. Some of the students,
almost in a chorus, asked: “Why don’t things like that
SEEING AND BELIEVING
happen today?”
“Faith is to believe what you
do not see; the reward of this
Answer: They do! Both religious and lay missionaries
faith is to see what you
often bring the power of modern medicine to people
believe.”
— St. Augustine
who lack access to it. Hospital chaplains bring peace of
soul. The cures described in Acts are still happening;
Jesus asked Thomas: “Have you come to believe because you
we just don’t see it because it looks ordinary.
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and have
John’s Gospel says, “Blessed are those who
believed.”
have
not
seen [the risen Jesus physically] and have beWe are “blessed” or “happy” (the Greek word means both)
lieved
[anyway].
That’s everyone in church today. We
because we have not seen the Risen Jesus but have believed.
are
here
because
we
believe that the risen Lord is real.
That is the good news that the Gospel proclaims to us today.

We need parishioners’ input at our Finance Advisory
Council Meeting to be held within this coming week.

Please pray for THE Compassionate
Lord’s intervention in the lives of those
who are very sick: GUADALUPE CRETIN,
LEONARD TROXEL; and of all others
who are in poor health, like Rachel
Uresti, Dorothea Montague, Kim LaRocco, Muriel Bryant McGee.

*************
Among the ways to show our solidarity
with the HOMELESS, the POOR, is to say
a special prayer of compassion for them
daily.
**********
Please continue to pray also for the
ETERNAL LIFE of those who have passed
on, especially those who were our
special intentions during the past
weeks: +Oscar Sevilla II, +Clifford Fox,
+Susan Fox, +Julianna Fox, +Manuela
Elias, +Albert G. Decorse.

HOSPITALITY

I will be calling a meeting of the Parish Finance Advisory
Council within the coming week. Among the items on the agenda are the
following:
1. The plan to create more accessibility to the Church especially for
parishioners with disability by converting into a parking lot the
space between the Church compound and Quechan Drive.
2. A ramp to Garces Hall as well as to the rectory to make them
easily accessible to the elderly and/or those with disability.
3. Upgrades on the electrical service to all areas of the church complex.
4. The AC in the Parish Hall
The Finance Council Meetings are not public sessions but are to be
attended only by the members officially appointed by the Pastor.
Dear parishioners, I would like you to think about the above
items and share your bright ideas with any one of the Council members
who may mention them at the council meeting.
The present council consists of Fr. George Decasa – president,
Robert Rodriguez – chairman, and the following members: John Arcenas,
Mike Castañeda, Shirley Gordon, Gail Inman, Steve Taylor, Ron Rutherford, Gloria Simala, Maryann Warner, Jerilyn Swift Arrow, Gloria
McGee, and Rosanne Rutherford.
Note: Gloria McGee will leave the Council after this meeting as
she has been elected a member of the Quechan Tribal Council — our
heartfelt congratulations and prayers go with her; Jerilyn Swift Arrow is
her replacement. Roseanne Rutherford is the chairperson of our Parish
Pastoral Council and in that capacity she is automatically a member of
the Finance Council.

Let us make time
for the “ministry of
presence” to each
other over coffee/
soda, cake, doughnut, etc. at the
Garces Hall right
after each Mass on Sundays.
We take this occasion to say THANK
YOU to Rick and Linda who have been the
backbone of our Hospitality Ministry. God
reward them abundantly. We also thank
those who assist them and those who love to
share baked goods with the community like
Cruz, Sarah and others.
Indeed, if you would like to share
your favorite pastry or other baked goods,
you are most welcome to do so at our coffee/
doughnut time/hospitality on Sundays. GOD
BLESS OUR COMMUNITY.

Regarding Particular Mass Intentions
If you want to offer a particular Mass intention, you need to
write it on the white envelope designated for Mass intention.
These envelopes are found at the back of the Church. Please fill in
the form with the necessary details requested and put your stipend
in the envelope ($10 for each intention). If it is a check, please
write it to Fr. George Decasa as the stipend goes directly to the
priest. Then you either drop the envelope in the collection basket
at Mass or you may give it directly to me — Fr. George. Please
don’t drop it in any one of the donation boxes at the back of
the church as we don’t open those boxes often. Those boxes
are for random donations. Your particular intentions are also
the intentions that I say again at my weekday private Masses.
Please be reminded also that except for Mass intention
check, all other checks should be made to St. Thomas Indian
Mission. Thus, payments for certificates, for Weddings,
Quinceañeras, Funerals, Sunday contributions, random donations to the parish, etc., if in the form of check, should be
made to St. Thomas Indian Mission.

The next Prayer Meeting at
“Phyl” ORTIZ’ house:
Tuesday, April 30, 2019
at 7 PM.
Address: 3876 KING RANCH
DRIVE, YUMA.
TEL: 928-723-5538.
Directions: E – 32nd St., Turn
onto 4 E – go 3 miles. It’s before County 14.

Regarding Confessions on Saturday afternoons:
Every Saturday I am in the Confessional Box ready to hear Confessions from
3:15 pm to 4 pm. However, I have noticed that those who intend to confess
would come only when it is 10 minutes or so before 4 PM. Please be reminded
that at 4 PM I have to repose the Blessed Sacrament and prepare for Mass. Thus,
please come already at 3:15 PM or thereabouts. Don’t postpone your coming to
the last few minutes because you may not be the only who have decided to do so
and you might miss the opportunity for confession. God bless you.

Darren S. Mattice
Funeral Director
Owner

Trevor T. White
Tre
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928.782.9865
775 S 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ 85364

Darren@yumamortuary.com
www.yumamortuary.com

(928) 783-8321
Se habla Español
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Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law
Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad today!
smassien@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6830

&
YUMA automotive
transmission SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala

928.783.6111

fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
yatracing45@hotmail.com
Yuma, AZ 85364

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com

Call LPi today for advertising info
(800) 950-9952

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Saint Thomas Indian Mission Church, Winterhave, CA
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