ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION
Established in 1780
Fort Yuma, California,

P. O. Box 1176,

Winterhaven, CA 92283-1176

SUNDAY MASSES (We follow AZ Time)
Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:30 PM
7:30 AM
10:30 AM

Rosary Devotion
Saturday

2:00 PM

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament
Saturday

3:00 PM to 4:00 PM

Confessions 3:15 PM—4:00 PM
Or at other times, by appointment
For Baptisms and Marriages
Please call the Parish Office
760-572-0283

Rev. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor
Tel: 760-572-0283

Email: : stthomasindianmission@gmail.com

May 12, 2019 * Fourth Sunday of Easter C
Parish Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday — 9 AM to 12 PM and 3 PM to 5 PM
Or at other times, by previous appointment

Our Church is open on SATURDAYS — 2 pm to 6 pm, and on SUNDAYS — 6:30 am to 12 noon.
Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day
In the Gospel today Jesus compares
himself to a shepherd protec!ng his sheep,
promising his disciples that he will hold them
securely in his hands. How appropriate that this
wonderful image is presented on Mother’s Day.
Today we honor all types of mothers who
have loved us, protected us, and held us, those
who have treated us with the tender loving care
of the Good Shepherd. Let us give thanks today
for all our mothers, living and deceased.

TODAY, SUNDAY
May 12, 2019

Last Day of
Classes for
Catechism
2018-2019.
At the 10:30 AM Mass, we will
recognize all our Catechism
Students and thank the
parents/guardians.

For LEONARD TROXEL who
has been diagnosed with
stage four cancer.
For all the HOMELESS AND
POOR.

Starting next Sunday, May
19, the 10:30 AM Mass will
be moved back to 9:30 AM.

MAY 4-5, 2019
COLLECTION:
$1,529.45

Fourth Sunday of Easter, C.
LET US ALL SING:
For the Readings: See “JOURNEYSONGS” # 929
Entrance: 871 — MORNING HAS BROKEN!
Acts
13:14,
43-52
Rev 7:9-14b-17
John 10:27-30.
Offertory: 713 — AMAZING GRACE!
Communion: 815 I RECEIVED THE LIVING GOD!
Mystery of Faith Acclamation: We proclaim your Death, O
Recessional: 628 — HOW GREAT THOU ART!
Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD
The historical background of the Good Shepherd discourse of Jesus (found in
John chapter 10) is Ezekiel chapter 34 where God harshly criticizes and rejects the
leaders (shepherds) of Israel. They have failed on almost every count, feeding on the
sheep instead of feeding the sheep (Ez 34:3). God declares that God will now take
over the task of shepherding the sheep, guiding them and caring for them. Jesus,
who is the Son of God, now declares that he is that good shepherd. “His sheep hear
his voice . . . he walks ahead of them . . . and the sheep follow him because they recognize his voice.”
When the Risen Lord Jesus breathes his Spirit into his disciples on Easter Sunday, Christianity is
inaugurated, that is to say, the Lord Jesus continues the task of shepherding not anymore by his
physical presence in the form of a human being but by his presence in each individual who allows
the Lord’s Spirit into his being.
At our baptism we allowed the Spirit of the Risen Lord into ourselves, and we pronounced our
baptismal promise to allow His Spirit to use us. That means we are supposed to be people who “hear
Jesus’ voice,” who “follow him,” to use the words of today’s gospel.
If we indeed listen to his voice, we should proclaim, like St. Paul: “It is no longer I who live, but
it is Christ who lives in me; in so far as I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God who has
loved me and given himself up for me” (Gal 2:20).
Let us listen to the voice of Jesus the Good Shepherd in order to become good shepherds
ourselves.
Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor
the Sheep follow

do we recognize

the sound of the
shepherd’s Voice.

jesus’ voice?

Some shepherds in biblical times kept
their sheep in the safety of a common sheepfold
at night. While the starry night sky wheeled
above, the flock would mingle together in a pen.
In the morning, when shepherds returned to take
their flocks back out onto the hillsides for a day of
grazing, the sheep were all mixed up. When the
animals heard the familiar voice of their shepherd,
they recognized it. As he called them out, his own
flock would emerge from the group and his sheep
would follow the sound of his voice.
Jesus used this practical story to teach
us to listen for his familiar voice so that when he
calls us out we may be able to follow him.
The next Prayer Meeting at “Phyl”
ORTIZ’ house:
May 14, 2019, Tuesday, 7:00 PM
Address: 3876 KING RANCH
DRIVE, YUMA. TEL: 928-723-5538.
Directions: E – 32nd St., Turn onto 4 E
– go 3 miles. It’s before County 14.

In so many cases, animals have much stronger
senses than humans. A hawk can see prey from hundreds
of feet in the air. A bear can smell food from miles away.
Bats can hear so well that they fly in the dark by echolocation. Anyone with a pet can cite evidence that their pet can
recognize their voice. Fido and Fluffy respond to their human’s voice, even over the phone or down the street.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples that his
sheep hear his voice. Jesus recognizes them and the sheep
recognize him.
As members of his flock, do we recognize Jesus’
voice? Can we hear his voice in the same people to whom
he reached out—the neglected and the scorned? The hungry and the imprisoned? The homeless and the refugee?
The aged and the unborn? The pregnant teen? The abused
child? They may be reaching out to us, looking for someone
to hear them, really hear their voice.

Question of the Week
Do I try to hear Jesus’ voice in the voices of those I
encounter? Through whom is Jesus speaking to me?
Adapted from PASTORAL PATTERNS (Summer 2019) 15.

Please pray for the Compassionate Lord’s intervention in the lives of those who are very sick:
GUADALUPE CRETIN, LEONARD TROXEL; and of
all others who are in poor health, like Hope and Al
Kiefer, Rachel Uresti, Kim LaRocco, Muriel Bryant
McGee, and Dorothea Montague.

*************
Please continue to pray also for the ETERNAL LIFE
of those who have passed on, especially those who
were our special intentions during the past
week: +Cleve Burton, +Coretha Pasqual.

HOSPITALITY
Let us make time for the
“ministry of presence” to
each other over coffee/soda,
cake, doughnut, etc. at the
Garces Hall right after each
Mass on Sundays.
We take this occasion to say THANK YOU to
Rick and Linda who have been the backbone of our
Hospitality Ministry. God reward them abundantly.
We also thank those who assist them and those who
love to share baked goods with the community like
Cruz, Sarah and others.
Indeed, it is very edifying to see parishioners
sharing with fellow parishioners their favorite pastries
or other baked goods at our coffee/doughnut time/
hospitality on Sundays. GOD BLESS US ALL!

Which collection is
most important?
I have been asked why, in addition to the
regular Sunday collection and the ACA, the diocese
mandates six other not optional special collections
(namely, Annual Lenten Collection, Missions of the
Holy Father, Mission Sunday, Collection for National Needs, Retirement Fund for Religious, and Missionary Coop Plan), or which among them is the
most important?
The answer: First of all, all these collections, put together, provide a visible, tangible form
to our being Catholics. It is a sign and a pledge of
unity of the Catholic/Universal Church – our concern
goes beyond our parish and diocesan walls, extending to the whole catholic or universal church. Being
a Catholic is not just a profession of the Catholic
faith but a living of that faith which is not an occasional act but a permanent attitude.
Thus, the ideal would be not to forego any
of the collections but to contribute according to
one’s capacity, no matter how little if indeed that’s
all one can afford. In other words, when you contribute, don’t use as criterion how much others are contributing but how much you can afford, considering
it is essential to catholic life. Don’t forego the contribution just because what you can give may be little.
While all the collections are necessary, the
most important to consider without totally neglecting

A million thanks to
Our iGive Catholic Campaign Donors. Through their generosity we
were able to raise
$3,416.10.
God’s abundant blessings be upon you, dear donors James LaRocco,
Chuck LaRocco, Kim LaRocco, Ernest Gupana, John Pono, Jon Gordon,
Marisela Fraijo, Richard Roy, Patricia and Stanley Krajewski, Robert &
Gloria Rodriguez, Richard & Hirsch, Ronald & Rosanne Rutherford,
Cynthia Martinez, Peggy Hoogendoorn, Samuel Peffers, Loretta Peffers,
Rev. George Decasa, Daphne Stone, and Maryann Warner.

***************
A million thanks to
All who contributed to the
2018 Annual Catholic Appeal or ACA which earned us a REBATE of
$2,115,00.
God’s abundant blessings be upon you Kathleen Avery, Betty Bezemek,
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Brierly, Mr. and Mrs. Blas Cavazos, Mr. and Mrs.
Roger Decorse, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Roger Decorse L. Sr., Mr. and Mrs.
John Dudek, Mr. Octavio Fernandez, Mrs. Elaine Fillion, Mr. Michael Fox,
Mr. and Mrs. Garry Gill, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gleason, Mr. Jon Gordon,
Mrs. Lydia Guerrero, Mr. and Mrs. Chris Herrera, Mr. and Mrs. Rick
Hirsch, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hurliman, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Kiefer, Mr.
and Mrs. Charles Koch, Mr. and Mrs. Norm Kunze, Ms. Corina Martinez,
Ms. Gloria Mcgee, Mr. Mark D. Nelson, Mr. Fred Nix, Felipa and Alex
Ortiz, Mr. and Mrs. Juan Perez, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rodriguez, Mr. and
Mrs. Ronald Rutherford, Mr. Oscar P. Sevilla, Ms. Jerilyn Swift Arrow,
Mr. and Mrs. Juan Uresti, Mr. and Mrs. Juan Villegas, Ms. Maryann
Warner, Mr. and Mrs. Norman Weingart.
2018 ACA Summary:
Parish Assessment
Total Paid
Rebate

$ 5,000
7,115
$ 2,115

============================
Total Donors:
35
Registered Families:
150
% Participation:
23.33%
NOTE:
The 2019 ACA Campaign is ongoing until Dec. 31, 2019.
If you have not yet contributed or if you want to contribute
more, just pick up an ACA brochure at the back of the church, fill in
the form and deposit your completed response envelope in the
collection basket. You may also make your contribution online at
giving.sdcatholic.org
Don’t forget that any contribution in excess of our $5,000
assessment will be deposited by the diocese to our parish coffers.
the others is the regular Sunday contribution as that is for the maintenance of our parish. We will cease being a parish (and may become a sub parish
or a mission of another parish) if we cannot support our parish financially. Like I
mentioned sometime ago, every month the diocese makes automatic debits from
our bank account totaling $7,513.06 for the following: Salaries -- $3,673.08;
Pension -- $246.06; Insurance -- $700.08; Diocesan tax -- $1,366.16; health insurance -- $1,527.68. In addition, we need funds to pay for our monthly expenses
for utilities, contractual workers, repairs and maintenance, office and liturgy
supplies, etc. Thus if you note the Sunday collection published weekly in the
Bulletin, you will realize that its monthly total is barely enough even for the
monthly automatic debits. So to answer once again the above question, I would
say, PLEASE DON’T FOREGO ANY ONE OF THE COLLECTIONS.
HOWEVER, THE BIGGEST AMOUNT YOU GIVE SHOULD BE FOR
THE REGULAR SUNDAY COLLECTION. To God be the Glory.

Darren S. Mattice
Funeral Director
Owner

Trevor T. White
Tre
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928.782.9865
775 S 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ 85364

Darren@yumamortuary.com
www.yumamortuary.com

(928) 783-8321
Se habla Español
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Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law
Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad today!
smassien@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6830

&
YUMA automotive
transmission SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala

928.783.6111

fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
yatracing45@hotmail.com
Yuma, AZ 85364

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com

Call LPi today for advertising info
(800) 950-9952

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com
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