ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION
Established in 1780
Fort Yuma, California,

P. O. Box 1176,

Winterhaven, CA 92283-1176
SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:30 PM
7:30 AM
9:30 AM

Rosary Devotion
Saturday

2:00 PM

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament
Saturday

3:00 to 4:00 PM

Parish Office Telephone: 760-572-0283

Rev. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor
Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org

Email: : saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com

August 18, 2019 * 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Visitors who observe proper visiting manners are welcome to visit our church.
on FRIDAYS —10 am to 12 noon,

on SATURDAYS —2 pm to 6 pm,

on SUNDAYS —- 6:30 am to 12 noon.
During Fr. George’s sabbatical, the
Parish Office is CLOSED until
September 30, 2019.
For Confessions, Sick Calls and
other priestly needs, please go to or
call any one of the parishes in Yuma.
REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:
Complaints about sexual abuse by a member of
the clergy or by a parish or Catholic school employee can be made by contacting Lisa Petronis,
858-490-8353 or at www.sdcatholic.org.

August 10-11, 2019:
Tithes —— $1,340.50
The next Prayer Meeting at
“Phyl” ORTIZ’ house is on
Tuesday, Aug. 20, at 7 PM.
Address:
3876 KING RANCH DR., YUMA.
Tel: 928-723-5538.
Directions:
32nd St. & 4E, South on 4E 3
miles. Before County 14,
homes on right.

Divine Mercy
Chaplet
is prayed after
the 9:30 AM
Mass every
first Sunday of
the month —
next is Sunday, 1 Sept.
Everyone is welcome.

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C
JOURNEYSONGS #1007 — Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10

August 18, 2019

Hebrews 12:1-4

Luke 12:49-53

MYSTERY OF FAITH ACCLAMATION
We proclaim your death O Lord, and profess
your Resurrection until you come again.

SCRIPTURE FOCUS
Our God is a consuming ﬁre, the Scriptures tell us (see
Hebrews 12:29; Deuteronomy 4:24). And in this week’s Gospel, Jesus uses the image of ﬁre to describe the demands of
discipleship.
The ﬁre He has come to cast on the earth is the ﬁre that
He wants to blaze in each of our hearts. He made us from
the dust of the earth (see Genesis 2:7) and ﬁlled us with the
ﬁre of the Holy Spirit in Bap"sm (see Luke 3:16).
We were bap"zed into His death (see Romans 6:3). This is
the bap"sm our Lord speaks of in the Gospel this week. The
bap"sm with which He must be bap"zed is His passion and
death, by which He accomplished our redemp"on and sent
forth the ﬁre of the Spirit on the earth (see Acts 2:3).
The ﬁre has been set, but it is not yet blazing. We are
called to enter deeper into the consuming love of God. We
must examine our consciences and our ac"ons, submi#ng
ourselves to the revealing ﬁre of God’s Word (see 1 Corinthians 3:13).
In our struggle against sin, we have not yet resisted to the
point of shedding our own blood, Paul tells us in this week’s
Epistle. We have not undergone the suﬀering that Jeremiah
suﬀers in the First Reading this week.
But this is what true discipleship requires. To be a disciple
is to be inﬂamed with the love of the God. It is to have an
unquenchable desire for holiness and zeal for the salva"on
of our brothers and sisters.
Being His disciple does not bring peace in the false way
that the world proclaims peace (see Jeremiah 8:11). It means
division and hardship. It
may bring us to conﬂict
with our own ﬂesh and
blood.
But Christ is our
peace (see Ephesians
2:14). By His Cross He
has li&ed us up from the
mire of sin and death—
as He will rescue the
prophet Jeremiah (see
Jeremiah 38:10).
And as we sing in the
Psalm this week, we
trust in our deliverer.
Sco Hahn, St. Paul Center for
Biblical Theology, h ps://
stpaulcenter.com/
FATE OF PROPHET JEREMIAH, Rembrandt (1633)

Entrance:
Offertory:
Communion:
Recessional:

469 — Holy Holy Holy.
587 — The Lord is My Light.
92 — Our Blessing Cup.
721 — How Can I Keep from Singing.

THE GOSPEL SPIRIT OF FIRE!
Authen"c biblical prophets received a divine call to be
messengers and interpreters of
the word of God. Fundamental to
their mission was obedience to
God’s word.
Today we encounter the
prophet Jeremiah, an outspoken
and relentless defender of God’s
truth and jus"ce. Jeremiah had
been warning the people that their con"nued inﬁdelity to their
covenant with God would result in the destruc"on of the city of
Jerusalem. Jeremiah grew despondent because the people he
loved did not listen to his message of woe.
Jesus, like Jeremiah, demands a decision either for or
against his message. “I came to bring ﬁre to the earth,” Jesus
said, “and how I wish it were already kindled!” Jesus did not
resist hard decisions for fear of not being accepted or liked. He
never sought harmony and a middle way in every dispute. Jesus
knew that whenever the Holy Spirit of ﬁre came to people
through the word of God, it would ignite division. In some, the
Spirit of ﬁre brings about repentance; in others, it provokes
anger against the messenger.
Through the gospel, the Spirit of ﬁre cleanses hearts by
faith. When sinners hear and believe that their sins are completely forgiven, the ﬁre of the Spirit, like a burning coal, touches, puriﬁes, and enables people to speak the Word with boldness. When you speak or act on something, which inﬂuences
you most: what the Holy Spirit tells you in your conscience or
what the reac"on of people might be? We might be helped here
by the famous words u*ered by St. Augus"ne a&er his conversion to the city of God . . . to a life dedicated to God:
“Late have I loved you, beauty so old and so new . . . you were
within and I was in the external world and sought you there . . .
You were with me, and I was not with you.”

U.S. Bishops' Pastoral Letter on
STEWARDSHIP:
What is A Good Steward?
Good Stewards receive God’s gift
gratefully.
· Never count the cost. In thanksgiving for God’s blessings, stewards return a portion of their
time, talent, and treasure. They
know that God can never be outdone in His generosity.
· Stewardship is faith in action.
By recognizing that all they have
is a gift from God, good stewards
experience a life-changing conversion of the heart, and true
peace and joy in their lives.

What does the Bible say
about Giving?
· RESPONSIBILITY — LUKE 12:48
Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and
still more will be demanded of
the person entrusted with
more.
· UNSELFISHNESS — ACTS 20:35
The Lord Jesus Himself said, “It is
more blessed to give more than
to receive.”
· GENEROSITY — 2 COR 8:7
But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have
kindled in you — see that you
also excel in this grace of giving.
· REWARDS OF GIVING — LUKE
6:38 Jesus said, “Give and it will
be given to you . . . for the measure you give will in return be the
measure you get back.”

Congratulations to our delegation
to the youth night in Brawley.

Thanks and congratulations to Josh Morales, Esther Herrera, and Mark
Herrera, for representing our parish very well at the Youth Night in Brawley last
August 9th. A million thanks too to our parish leaders who chaperoned them, namely:
ALI MORALES – our Parish Youth and Young Adult Ministry Coordinator, our Parish
Catechists JERILYN SWIFT ARROW and JIM LAROCCO, and our Parish Safety
Minister STEVE TAYLOR who right after the event emailed to me to say “Our youth
were awesome that night, they were very involved with all the activities.”
At the end of each Mass this weekend, ALI herself will share with us their
experience. Josh, Esther, and Mark will be with her. To quote Ali’s summary of
her emailed report: “All in all, this trip was a great success!!! It was the perfect mix of
the kids getting to goof off and have fun, and having a deep spiritual experience. It
couldn’t have gone any better!!! Jim, Steve, Jerilyn, and I all agree that we need to
get these kids out more and go to as many events like this as we possibly can!!! It
was an amazing experience!!!!” So there! We invite other kids to join the group.

CATECHISM CLASSES FOR CHILDREN
To all parents and guardians concerned:
Enrollment for the 2019-2020 Catechism Schoolyear will be on any Sunday next
month, September 2019, from 10:30 AM to 12:00 PM — in other words, right after
the 9:30 AM Mass. Rosanne Rutherford and/or Jerilyn Swift Arrow will be at the Conference Room in the Parish Hall with the Registration Forms.
Please note that we accept into our Catechism Classes only those students
whose families reside within the geographical boundaries of our parish as well as
those whose families may be living outside our geographical boundaries but are
REGISTERED as regularly attending and contributing members of our parish.
The requirements are as follows:
· For first year, First Communion: the child must be 7 years of age and in 2nd grade.
· For first Year, Confirmation: the child must be 13 years of age and in 8th grade.
· Classes will begin on Sunday, October 6, 2019.
· For new students, please don’t forget to bring the certificate of Baptism of the child,
or, if not yet baptized, at least the certificate of birth.

RCIA and CATECHISM FOR ADULTS Programs:
To those who belong to the following categories, please see Fr. George in early October
2019 during office hours or outside of office hours, by appointment. They will receive the necessary sacraments at the Easter Vigil Mass on April 11, 2020 if they are able to --- start within
October, be present at every session, submit all assignments on time, and attend Sunday
Mass regularly.
· RCIA (or Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is for all adult persons who have NEVER
been baptized. Please bring your certificate of birth and a valid ID.
·
Catechism for Adults is for adult Catholics who have not as yet received the sacraments
of Conﬁrma"on and/or First Communion, as well as adult persons who have been bap"zed in another Chris"an Faith tradi"on but wish to come into FULL COMMUNION WITH
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. Please bring your cer"ﬁcate of Bap"sm.
Please note. We accept into our RCIA Program and Catechism for Adults only those candidates who
reside within the geographical boundaries of our parish as well as those who may be living outside our
geographical boundaries but are regularly a!ending Sunday Mass in our parish church.

Darren S. Mattice
Funeral Director
Owner
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CAR WASH
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928.782.9865
775 S 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ 85364

Darren@yumamortuary.com
www.yumamortuary.com

Ride with pride;
drive a clean car!
900 South 4th Ave

783-3116

(928) 783-8321
Se habla Español
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Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law
Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad today!
smassien@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6830

&
YUMA automotive
transmission SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala

928.783.6111

fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
yatracing45@hotmail.com
Yuma, AZ 85364

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com

Call LPi today for advertising info
(800) 950-9952

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com
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