ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION
Established in 1780
Fort Yuma, California,

P. O. Box 1176,

Winterhaven, CA 92283-1176
SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:30 PM
7:30 AM
9:30 AM

Rosary Devotion
Saturday

2:00 PM

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament
Saturday 3:00 to 4:00 PM
Parish Office Telephone: 760-572-0283

Rev. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor
Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org

Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com

September 8, 2019 * 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Visitors who observe proper visiting manners are welcome to visit our church.
on FRIDAYS —10 am to 12 noon,

on SATURDAYS —2 pm to 6 pm,

on SUNDAYS —- 6:30 am to 12 noon.
During Fr. George’s sabbatical, the
Parish Office is CLOSED until
September 30, 2019.
For Confessions, Sick Calls and
other priestly needs, please go to or
call any one of the parishes in Yuma.
REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:
Complaints about sexual abuse by a member of
the clergy or by a parish or Catholic school employee can be made by contacting Lisa Petronis,
858-490-8353 or at www.sdcatholic.org.

Aug 30 & Sept 1, 2019:
Tithes $1,281.00
The next Prayer Meeting at
“Phyl” ORTIZ’ house is on
Tuesday, Sept 17, at 7 PM.
Address:
3876 KING RANCH DR., YUMA.
Tel: 928-723-5538.
Directions:
32nd St. & 4E, South on 4E 3
miles. Before County 14,
Home is on right.

Divine Mercy Chaplet
is prayed after the 9:30 AM
Mass every
first Sunday
of the month.
Next is Sunday, 6 Oct.
Everyone
welcome.

23nd Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C September 8, 2019
JOURNEYSONGS #1016 — Wisdom 9:13-18b Philemon 1:9-10, 12-17 Luke 14:25-33

MYSTERY OF FAITH ACCLAMATION
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again

SCRIPTURE FOCUS
Like a king making ready for ba!le or a contractor about
to build a tower, we have to count the cost as we set out to
follow Jesus.
Our Lord today is telling us up front the sacriﬁce it will
take. His words aren’t addressed to His chosen few, the
Twelve, but rather to the “great crowds”—to anyone, to
whoever wishes to be His disciple.
That only makes His call all the more stark and uncompromising. We are to “hate” our old lives, to renounce all the
earthly things we rely upon, to choose Him above every person and possession. Again He tells us that the things we
have—even our family #es and obliga#ons—can become an
excuse, an obstacle that keeps us from giving ourselves completely to Him (see Luke 9:23–26, 57–62).
Jesus brings us the saving wisdom we are promised in today’s First Reading. He is that saving Wisdom.
Weighed down by many earthly concerns, the burdens of
our body and its needs, we could never see beyond the
things of this world; we could never detect God’s heavenly
design and inten#on. So in His mercy He sent us His Spirit,
His Wisdom from on high, to make straight our path to Him.
Jesus Himself paid the price to free us from the sentence
imposed on Adam, which we recall in today’s Psalm (see
Genesis 2:7; 2:19). No more will the work of our hands be an
aﬄic#on; no more are we des#ned to turn back to dust.
Like Onesimus in today’s Epistle, we have been redeemed.
We have been given a new family and a new inheritance,
made children of the Father, brothers and sisters in the Lord.
We are free now to come a%er Him, to serve Him—no
longer slaves to the #es of our past lives. In Christ, all our
yesterdays have passed. We live in what the Psalm today
beau#fully describes as the daybreak, ready to be ﬁlled with
His kindness. For He has given us wisdom of heart and
taught us to number our days aright.

Entrance:
Offertory:
Communion:
Recessional:

729 — I Heard the Voice of Jesus.
650 — Come to the Water.
727 — In Every Age.
708 — Blest Be the Lord.

TIME TO SET PRIORITIES
I recently cha!ed with a young woman who had just completed a grueling music examina#on. She spoke of the long
hours she spent alone in a soundproof room, doing scales and
prac#cing her repertoire over and over, thinking o%en about
the fun she was missing with her friends. She knew, though,
that in order to pass her exam, her focus had to be completely on her music.
It’s that same kind of focus and dedica#on that Jesus is
talking about in today’s gospel when he speaks about ha#ng
our loved ones, carrying our crosses, and giving up everything
— even our lives. He’s telling us to let nothing—not even very
good things like family and love—get in the way of our willingness to follow him. Our ﬁrst priority, in everything we do,
must be our rela#onship with Jesus.
If we look at the choices that we make each day, we’ll see
the many ways we can and do put God ﬁrst. Think of a construc#on worker who refuses to use substandard materials.
To cut costs: what’s ﬁrst here, money.. or God? Think of a
teenager who stands up against a bully, even though she risks
being ostracized: what’s ﬁrst here, popularity… or God?
Each #me we celebrate Eucharist, we are given an opportunity to commit ourselves once again to pu&ng God ﬁrst in
our lives. May today’s “Amen” resound with the strength of
our commitment!
Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor

Sco Hahn, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, h ps://stpaulcenter.com/.

Food for Thought
“The world oﬀers you comfort, but you were not
made for comfort. You were made for greatness.” Pope Benedict XVI

Saint Paul Wri!ng His Epistles, a"ributed to Valen!n de Boulogne, 1618-1620

“Father,
I abandon myself into
your hands; do with me
what you will.
Whatever you may
do, I thank you:
I am ready for all, I accept all. Let only
your will be done in me, and in all
your creatures – I wish no more than
this, O Lord.” - Charles De Foucault

Are you ready to inspire others
with your love of God and His
creation through the musical
gifts He has given you?
Pope Francis has announced
that October 2019 will be an Extraordinary Missionary Month and
YOU are invited to participate by
creating an original song focusing
on this month’s theme.
Songs will be judged on their
originality, youthfulness, and contemporary nature. Winning entries
should be catchy, easy to sing, and
communicate their message
through both the words and the
melody.
Theme. Baptized and Sent:
Sharing the Good News and Caring for God’s Creation.
What. Original lyrics and music
inspired by the theme and drawing on sources including, but not
limited to Pope Francis’s encyclical
Laudato si’.
Who. Young Catholics in Grades
1-12.
Submission Deadline. September 23, 2019.
Winner will be announced and
celebrated during the Extraordinary Missionary Month in October
2019.
More Information. http://
www.propfaith.net/songcontest/

PLEASE CONTINUE TO LIFT UP TO GOD
IN YOUR PERSONAL PRAYERS
NICHOLAS WEINGART who is suffering from cancer. May God bless him and
keep him and his family. Nicholas is the son of Elaine and Norm Weingart who are
very regularly with us especially during the winter season.
ARACELI MUNOZ whose house at 511 1st Avenue, Winterhaven was condemned after a
structure next to it caught on fire which also damaged her house. She was forced to leave her
house with only the clothes on her back. She needs spiritual upliftment and material/financial
assistance. Please mention her to God in your personal prayer of compassion. And, as she lives
nearby, find time to put a face to your compassion by visiting her and find out for yourself how
you may be able to help her materially too. Araceli Munoz’ telephone number is 928-261-1691
or you may call Parish Safety Minister Steve Taylor (928-941-5179) who has been assisting
her.
**************
Prayer Requests facilitate a parishioner’s praying not just for other parishioners in general
but for a concrete, particular intention of a fellow parishioner. They are an invitation to be
personally involved in the spiritual life of one another by lifting up to God in one’s individual,
personal prayers a fellow parishioner’s urgent need. In that way, one’s urgent need will be
lifted up to God by the many individual, personal prayers of each parishioner. May we not
fail to really, actually say a sincere personal prayer for the intentions here requested.

Mass for Survivors of Suicide Loss
Do you have a relative or friend who ended
their own life? Join us to pray for your loved
one and experience healing and support at the
Mass for Survivors of Suicide Loss on Sunday,
September 22nd at 9:00 a.m. at Our Mother of
Confidence (3131 Governor Dr., San Diego
92122). A reception will follow the Mass.
Provide the name of your loved one

to KCallier@sdcatholic.org and visit https://
www.sdcatholic.org/
ATTENTION, ESPECIALLY PARENTS/GUARDIANS OF PUBLIC
SCHOOL STUDENTS: California Catholic Conference (CCC):
Rights & Responsibilities of Parents/Guardians of Children in
Public Schools Regarding Sexual Health Education.
The CCC has composed a concise guide to educate families on their
rights and responsibilities pertaining to the “California Healthy Youth
Act” mandated by the state for all public schools. The information will
assist parents to navigate the law and protect their children.
Parents and other concerned parishioners may pick up a copy of the concise
guide at the church entrance after Mass today.

CATECHISM CLASSES FOR CHILDREN
Enrollment for the 2019-2020 Catechism Schoolyear will be on any Sunday of this
month, September 2019, right after the 9:30 AM Mass. Rosanne Rutherford and/or
Jerilyn Swift Arrow will be at the Conference Room in the Parish Hall with the Registration Forms.
Please note that we accept into our Catechism Classes only those students
whose families reside within the geographical boundaries of our parish as well as
those whose families may be living outside our geographical boundaries but are
REGISTERED as regularly attending and contributing members of our parish.
The requirements are as follows:
· For first year, First Communion: the child must be 7 years of age and in 2nd grade.
· For first Year, Confirmation: the child must be 13 years of age and in 8th grade.
· Classes will begin on Sunday, October 6, 2019.
· For new students, please don’t forget to bring the certificate of Baptism of the child,
or, if not yet baptized, at least the certificate of birth.

Darren S. Mattice
Funeral Director
Owner

SOFT CLOTH
CAR WASH

Trevor T. White
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928.782.9865
775 S 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ 85364

Darren@yumamortuary.com
www.yumamortuary.com

Ride with pride;
drive a clean car!
900 South 4th Ave

783-3116

(928) 783-8321
Se habla Español
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Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law
Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad today!
smassien@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6830

&
YUMA automotive
transmission SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala

928.783.6111

fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
yatracing45@hotmail.com
Yuma, AZ 85364

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com

Call LPi today for advertising info
(800) 950-9952

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com
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