ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION
Established in 1780
Fort Yuma, California,

P. O. Box 1176,

Winterhaven, CA 92283-1176
SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:30 PM
7:30 AM
9:30 AM

Rosary Devotion
Saturday

2:00 PM

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament
Saturday 3:00 to 4:00 PM
Parish Office Telephone: 760-572-0283

Rev. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor
Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org

Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com

September 29, 2019 * 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
Visitors who observe proper visiting manners are welcome to visit our church.
on FRIDAYS —10 am to 12 noon,

on SATURDAYS —2 pm to 6 pm,

on SUNDAYS —- 6:30 am to 12 noon.
During Fr. George’s sabbatical, the
Parish Office is CLOSED until
September 30, 2019.
For Confessions, Sick Calls and
other priestly needs, please go to or
call any one of the parishes in Yuma.
REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:
Complaints about sexual abuse by a member of
the clergy or by a parish or Catholic school employee can be made by contacting Lisa Petronis,
858-490-8353 or at www.sdcatholic.org.

Sept 14-15, 2019: Tithes $1,170.70

Sept 21-22, 2019: Tithes $769.00
The next Prayer Meeting at
“Phyl” ORTIZ’ house is on
Tuesday, Oct 1, 17 & 29 at 7 PM.
Address:
3876 KING RANCH DR., YUMA.
Tel: 928-723-5538.
Directions:
32nd St. & 4E, South on 4E 3
miles. Before County 14,
Home is on the right.

Divine Mercy Chaplet
Prayed after
9:30 AM
Mass Next
Sunday, 6
Oct. Everyone welcome.

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C Sept. 29, 2019
JOURNEYSONGS #1025 — Amos 6:1a, 4-7 1 Tim 6:11-16 Lk 16:19-31

MYSTERY OF FAITH ACCLAMATION
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.

Entrance:
477—Alleluia! Sing To Jesus.
Offertory: 667 — Your Light Will Come , Jerusalem.
Communion: unlisted — I Can Only Imagine.
Recessional: 607 — Sing A New Song.

DON’T NEGLECT THE
OPPORTUNITIES TO HELP OTHERS!
The rich and powerful are visited with woe and exile in
As the gap between rich and the poor widens, God’s
today’s Liturgy—not for their wealth but for their refusal to
word could not be more relevant. “Woe to the complashare it; not for their power but for their indiﬀerence to the
cent”, wails Amos. “Pursue righteousness. Lay hold of
suﬀering at their door.
eternal life,” urges Paul. “Listen to the true ‘Resurrec#on
The complacent leaders in today’s First Reading feast on
Man’ before it is too late,” counsels Luke. Yes, in today’s
ﬁne foods and wines, reveling while the house of Joseph, the
gospel, Jesus gives us a story of ongoing indolence:
kingdom of Israel (see Amos 5:6), collapses around them.
Richman lying on his couch, dressed in soft linen, eating
The rich man in today’s Gospel also lives like a king—
rich
food, drinking choice wines, every day. He takes no
dressed in royal purple and ﬁne linen (see 1 Maccabees
notice of Lazarus lying outside his gate, smelly, starving,
8:14).
and sickly.
The rich man symbolizes Israel’s failure to keep the Old
Death comes for both. The situation is reversed. One
Covenant, to heed the commandments of Moses and the
major difference: the gate has become a gap, an abyss now
prophets. This is the sin of the rulers in today’s First Reading.
separates them. Lazarus rests in Abraham’s bosom; Rich
Born to the na#on God favored ﬁrst, they could claim Abraman writhes in torment.
ham as their father. But for their failure to give—their inherIt’s important to note that the rich man was not punished
itance is taken away.
because he was rich. What’s condemned was his callousThe rulers are exiled from their homeland. The rich man is
ness, his insensitivity to help the needy as symbolized by
punished with an exile far greater—eternity with a “great
the beggar Lazarus.
chasm” ﬁxed between himself and God.
The lesson: Gates have an expiration date. Go through
In this world, the rich and powerful make a name for them- them now to help others.
selves (see Genesis 11:4) and dine sumptuously, while the
Porta is the La#n word for gate, from which we get the
poor remain anonymous, refused an invita#on to their feasts.
word opportunity. Don’t neglect the opportuni#es--the
But no#ce that the Lord today knows Lazarus by name, and
gates—to help others.
Joseph in his suﬀerings—while the leaders and the rich man
What gates are before you to pass through to help
have no name.
others?
Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor
Today’s liturgy is a call to repentance—to heed the warn-

SCRIPTURE FOCUS

ing of One who was raised from the dead. To lay hold of the
eternal life He promises, we must pursue righteousness, keep
the commandment of love, as Paul exhorts in today’s Epistle.
“The Lord loves the just,” we sing in today’s Psalm.
And in this Eucharist we have a foretaste of the love that
will be ours in the next life—when He will raise the lowly to
the heavenly banquet with Abraham and the prophets (see
Luke 13:28), where we too will rest our heads on the bosom
of our Lord (see John 13:23).
Sco Hahn, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, h ps://
stpaulcenter.com/.

Food for Thought
Addressing a large group of donors at Mundelein Seminary Francis Cdl. George, Archbp. of Chicago, said, “[I]
remind you that the poor need you to get them out of
poverty . . . And you need the poor to get you out of
hell.”

“O Divine Master, grant that I
may not seek to
be consoled, as
to console. To
be understood,
as to understand. To be
loved, as to love. For it is in giving
that we receive. It is in pardoning
that we are pardoned. It is in dying
that we are born to eternal life.”
Saint Francis of Assisi

Sexual Abuse
Compensation Program
The Independent Victim Compensation Program (ICP), a program sponsored by the Diocese
of San Diego to assist victimsurvivors who were abused as
minors by priests of this diocese,
began accepting applications.
The ICP is independent and not
controlled by the Church.

Christ Lives! A Time of Dreams & Decisions
YOUNG ADULTS SYNOD UPDATE
First Phase is made up of seven deanery gatherings held in each deanery. Each parish
young adult delegate will be accompanied by three young adults from their respective parishes in each deanery. These gatherings will be held between September 7th and October
13th.
Second Phase is the General Assembly. The primary delegates to the assembly will include one young adult delegate from each of the parishes. They will be accompanied by the
Deans and members of the Priests Council. This will be held at the Diocesan Pastoral Center on the weekend of October 26 and 27, 2019.
The Five Key Aspects of Their Spiritual Lives in Response to Pope Francis’ Invitation.
I. Walking with God…young adults will evaluate their spiritual and personal relationship
with God.
II. Walking with the Church…young adults will assess their participation of the Catholic
Church today.
III. Walking in Solidarity…young adults will explore how they are welcomed and accompanied in their parishes.
IV. Walking with Purpose…young adults will explore their calling in life by assessing their
leadership, their sense of social service and making a difference in life as a Christian.
V. Walking towards Freedom…young adults will explore the elements of this Christian
Freedom… As one who is freed by Christ, how can the diocese and/or parishes support you
in living out this freedom for fullness of life and mission.

TO ALL PARENTS AND GUARDIANS CONCERNED:
TODAY, SEPTEMBER 29 (SUNDAY), IS THE LAST DAY OF STUDENT
REGISTRATION for the 2019-2020 Catechism Schoolyear. Please see
Rosanne Rutherford or Jerilyn Swift Arrow right after the 9:30 AM Mass.
Please note that we accept into our Catechism Classes only those students
whose families reside within the geographical boundaries of our parish as well as
those whose families may be living outside our geographical boundaries but are
REGISTERED as regularly attending and contributing members of our parish.
The requirements are as follows:
· For first year, First Communion: the child must be 7 years of age and in 2nd grade.
· For first Year, Confirmation: the child must be 13 years of age and in 8th grade.
· Classes will begin on Sunday, October 6, 2019.
· For new students, please don’t forget to bring the certificate of Baptism of the child,
or, if not yet baptized, at least the certificate of birth.

There is no time limit on when
the abuse may have taken
place. The program will consider
all claims, regardless of how long
ago the abuse occurred. No attorney is necessary and there are
no fees of any kind. U.S. ResiRCIA and CATECHISM FOR ADULTS Programs:
dency is also not required. For
To those who belong to the following categories, please see Fr. George in early Ocmore information go to their web- tober 2019 during office hours or outside of office hours, by appointment. They will
site www.CaliforniaDiocesesICP. receive the necessary sacraments at the Easter Vigil Mass on April 11, 2020 if they
are able to start within October, be present at every session which may be once or
com
CATECHETICAL SUNDAY
Next Sunday, Octer 6th.
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has designated the third Sunday in September
as Catechetical Sunday, as classes
in schools usually begin in September and so most parishes begin
Catechism classes on the third
Sunday or in the third week of
September.
Since our Catechism
classes begin next Sunday, October 6th, our parish will celebrate
Catechetical Sunday on that day.
On that day, we commission our
catechists and the catechists recommit themselves to the catechetical ministry in our parish.

twice a month, submit all assignments on time, and attend Sunday Mass regularly.
· RCIA (or Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is for all adult persons who
have NEVER been baptized. Please bring your certificate of birth and a valid
ID.
·
Catechism for Adults is for adult Catholics who have not as yet received the
sacraments of Confirmation and/or First Communion, as well as adult persons
who have been baptized in another Christian Faith tradition but wish to come into
FULL COMMUNION WITH THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. Please bring your certificate of Baptism.

We will also bless the parents
of our students as well as all
other parents, grandparents, and
carers who are raising children.
They have been gifted with the
lives of their children and the
precious task of their care.
They are the first educators of
their children in the ways of faith.

To prepare for next Sunday, let us each reflect on this year’s Catechetical Sunday
theme which is "Stay with Us." It points to
the wonderful opportunity to reflect on the
role that each one of us plays, by virtue of
Baptism, in handing on the faith and being a
witness to the Gospel. Catechetical Sunday is
an opportunity for all of us to rededicate ourselves to this mission as a community of faith,
as a parish. STAY WITH US.

Darren S. Mattice
Funeral Director
Owner

SOFT CLOTH
CAR WASH

Trevor T. White
Tre
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928.782.9865
775 S 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ 85364

Darren@yumamortuary.com
www.yumamortuary.com

Ride with pride;
drive a clean car!
900 South 4th Ave

783-3116

(928) 783-8321
Se habla Español
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Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law
Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad today!
smassien@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6830

&
YUMA automotive
transmission SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala

928.783.6111

fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
yatracing45@hotmail.com
Yuma, AZ 85364

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com

Call LPi today for advertising info
(800) 950-9952

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Saint Thomas Indian Mission Church, Winterhave, CA

A 4C 05-1147

