ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION
Established in 1780
Fort Yuma, California,

P. O. Box 1176,

Winterhaven, CA 92283-1176
SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:30 PM
7:30 AM
10:30 AM

Rosary Devotion
Saturday

2:00 PM

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament
Saturday 3:00 to 4:00 PM
Parish Office Telephone: 760-572-0283

Rev. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor
Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org

Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com

Visitors who observe proper visiting manners are welcome to visit our church.
on FRIDAYS —10 am to 12 noon,

on SATURDAYS —2 pm to 6 pm,

on SUNDAYS —- 6:30 am to 12 noon.

October 6, 2019 * 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
For the Readings, see JOURNEYSONGS #1028

Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4 2 Tim 1:6-8, 13-14
Luke 17:5-10
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
If today you hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.

MYSTERY OF FAITH ACCLAMATION
Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection,
you have set us free.

Entrance:
606
He is the Lord.
860
Offertory:
In the Garden.
Communion: 806
Let Us Break Bread
Together.
Recessional: 627
Alle, Alle, Alleluia.

CHILDREN’S CATECHISM
Classes Begin Today,
October 6, 2019
Sunday, 9 AM to 10 AM
in the Parish Hall.
******
10:30 AM SUNDAY MASS
Starts Today, October 6th.
The 9:30 AM Sunday Mass
is hereby cancelled.
A SECOND COLLECTION will
be taken up NEXT SUNDAY, to
fund our Catechetical Ministry.

THE
POWER
OF
FAITH

SCRIPTURE FOCUS
Because of his faith, the just man shall live. We
hear in today’s First Reading the original prophe!c
line made so central by St. Paul (see Romans 1:17;
Gala!ans 3:11; Hebrews 10:38).
We are to live by faith in Christ who loved us and
gave Himself on the Cross for us (see Gala!ans 2:20).
The world, though, can seem to us as seventhcentury Judah seemed to Habakkuk—in the control of
God’s enemies. The strife and discord we face in our
own lives can some!mes cause us to wonder, as the
prophet does, why God doesn’t seem to hear or intervene when we cry for help.
We can’t let our hearts be hardened by the trials
we undergo. As today’s Psalm reminds us: Israel forgot His mighty works, lost faith in the sound words of
His promise. They tested God in the desert, demanding a sign.
But God didn’t redeem Israel from Egypt only to let
them die in the desert. And He didn’t ransom us from
fu!lity only to abandon us in our trials. He is our God
and we are the people He shepherds always—though
at !mes His mercy and jus!ce seem long delayed.
If we call on the Lord, as the Apostles do in today’s
Gospel, He will increase our faith, will s!r to a ﬂame
the Holy Spirit who has dwelt within us since Bap!sm.
As Paul tells us in today’s Epistle, the Lord will always give us the love and self-control we need to
bear our share of hardship for the Gospel—with a
strength that can come from God alone.
Our task is to con!nue doing what He has commanded—to love and to build up His kingdom—
trus!ng that His vision s!ll presses on to its fulﬁllment.
For His vision s!ll has its !me. One day, though we
are but “unproﬁtable servants,” we will be invited to
eat and drink at our Master’s table. It is that day we
an!cipate with each celebra!on of the Eucharist.
Scott Hahn, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology,
https://stpaulcenter.com/.

Food for Thought

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:

“No one was ever lost
because his sin was
too great, but because
his trust was too
small.” - St. Francis
Xavier Seelos

Complaints about sexual abuse
by a member of the clergy or by a
parish or Catholic school
employee can be made by
contacting Lisa Petronis, 858-4908353 or at www.sdcatholic.org.

The prophet Habakkuk in
today’s ﬁrst reading cries
out to God against the
injus!ces that he and his
people are suﬀering. He dared to ques!on how God is governing the world. Habakkuk may well represent a good
number of us when everything seems to be going wrong,
when we feel that God is so distant and does not seem to
care about our problems. For instance, why should innocent, hapless people experience terrible suﬀerings? Why
do godless people perpetrate terror and misery with their
crimes?
In eﬀect, God’s answer is: “Be pa!ent, I am Master, I
have a plan. What I ask of you is to have faith. “
The faith God asks is not the kind we ordinarily understand as “believing there is God.” What God means by faith
is a loyalty and trust that is prac!cal, steadfastness in the
midst of day-to-day trial and diﬃcul!es. Indeed it is easy to
be faithful to God when everything is going well for us —
just as it is easy to be loving and kind to pleasant and nice
people. But God is asking us to be FAITHFUL, especially
during our most turbulent and most diﬃcult !mes.
Using the parable of the mustard seed, Jesus in today’s
gospel tells us of the immense power of such a faith (i.e., of
faithfulness to God); it has enormous power to do the unthinkable. Such a faith will give us power to cope with diﬃcul!es, overcome obstacles and a&empt great things for
the Lord. But lest we forget, we must also do our part. We
cooperate with God.
The American writer Robert Ross once said, “People ask
God why He doesn’t do something about the problems of
the world.” But don’t they realize that God is asking them
the same ques!on? —Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor

Sept 28-29, 2019:
Tithes $1,008.35
DIVINE MERCY
CHAPLET —
Prayed after
9:30 AM Mass
TODAY, Sunday,
6 Oct. Everyone
welcome.

The next Prayer Meeting
at “Phyl” ORTIZ’ house is
on Tuesday, Oct. 17 & 29
at 7 PM.
Address: 3876 KING
RANCH DR., YUMA.
Tel: 928-723-5538.
Directions:
32nd St. & 4E, South on 4E
3 miles. Before County 14,
Home is on the right.

Faith of Mary “The Blessed
Virgin advanced in her
pilgrimage of
faith, and
faithfully
persevered in her union with her
Son unto the cross, where she
stood in keeping with the Divine
plan . . .”
- Lumen Gen!um

PARISH COMMISSIONING RITE FOR CATECHISTS
ON CATECHETICAL SUNDAY
Priest/Presider: The catechetical ministries within our parish are carried out
by people on behalf of the Church. Today we have called these catechists to
be commissioned for this coming year. All of them are united in their task of
making God’s love real and active in the lives of our children. Today we are
going to ask them to commit themselves to the ministry with conviction and
hope.
But before we call these formal leaders forward I want to acknowledge the
first and most important catechists among us. I ask all parents, grandparents,
and carers who are raising children to stand up where you are.

You have been gifted with the lives of your children and the precious task of
their care. You are the first educators of your children in the ways of faith. So
Compensation Program I now ask you – Are you prepared to accept this special responsibility and
recommit yourselves to it?

Sexual Abuse

The Independent Victim Compensation Program (ICP), a program sponsored by the Diocese
of San Diego to assist victimsurvivors who were abused as
minors by priests of this diocese,
began accepting applications.
The ICP is independent and not
controlled by the Church.
There is no time limit on when
the abuse may have taken
place. The program will consider
all claims, regardless of how long
ago the abuse occurred. No attorney is necessary and there are
no fees of any kind. U.S. Residency is also not required. For
more information go to their website www.CaliforniaDiocesesICP.
com
Today is our Parish
CATECHETICAL SUNDAY
As our Catechism classes
begin today, Sunday, October 6th,
our parish celebrates Catechetical
Sunday.
Today, we commission our
catechists to the catechetical
ministry of our parish for the
catechetical year 2019-2020.
Moreover, today we also
acknowledge the first and most
important catechists among us —
parents, grandparents, and all
carers who are raising children in
the ways of faith. May their faith in
Jesus and in his Church grow in
strength and depth.

Parents: We are.
All (Stand): We pray for families, as they initiate children into the life of
faith. May parents, by their love and care, enable children to experience
God’s love. May our faith communities always support parents in their task in
both material and prayerful ways.
Priest/Presider invites the catechists to come forward and stand before the
assembly.
My friends, you are all entrusted with the formal catechesis of children in this
parish and with breaking open the Word with them. I ask you now to
recommit yourselves to this important ministry.
Catechists: On behalf of all the catechists, we commit ourselves to the formal
sharing of faith with the children in our parish. We will be careful in our
preparation and faithful to our own prayer and to the parish celebration of
Eucharist. We will continue to seek a deeper relationship with our God –
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – and we will continue to work in partnership
with parents and parish leaders.
All: We pray for catechists and all who break open the Gospel with children.
May they be always open to the presence of God in their lives and joyfully
share the Gospel with children.
Priest/Presider: (with hands extended over the people). May the Spirit of
God empower all these catechists commissioned today to proclaim the
message of Jesus Christ to our children. May their faith in Jesus and in his
Church be strengthened and deepened. May they each experience the power
of your presence, Lord God, in their ministries over the coming year.
All: Amen.
“Catechetical Sunday” is a day on which to celebrate and pray for the Church’s mission to
teach the Gospel to all people. It is the mission of each one of us, by virtue of our baptism.
We are all in this mission together. This shared mission is aptly captured by this year’s Catechetical Sunday theme which is “Stay with Us,” quoting the two disciples on the road to Emmaus who invited Jesus to stay with them. (Luke 24:13–35). May the Holy Spirit guide and
inspire us all, especially our catechists — Rosanne Rutherford, Jerilyn Swift Arrow, Mike
Castaneda, Ofelia Perez, and Jim LaRocco — parents, and students.
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Ride with pride;
drive a clean car!
900 South 4th Ave

783-3116

(928) 783-8321
Se habla Español
/0012-13!"4"1567189::1;1<=.">1?@
Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law
Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad today!
smassien@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6830

&
YUMA automotive
transmission SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala

928.783.6111

fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
yatracing45@hotmail.com
Yuma, AZ 85364

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com
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