ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION
Established in 1780
Fort Yuma, California,

P. O. Box 1176,

Winterhaven, CA 92283-1176
SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:30 PM
7:30 AM
10:30 AM

Rosary Devotion
Saturday

2:00 PM

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 3:00 to 4:00 PM
Parish Office Telephone: 760-572-0283

Rev. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor
Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org

Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com

Visitors who observe proper visiting manners are welcome to visit our church.

on FRIDAYS —10 am to 12 noon,

on SATURDAYS —2 pm to 6 pm,

on SUNDAYS —- 6:30 am to 12 noon.

October 13, 2019 * 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time (C)
For the Readings, see JOURNEYSONGS #1031

2 Kings 5:14-17 2 Timothy 2:8-13
Luke 17:11-19
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
The Lord has revealed to the nations
his saving power.

MYSTERY OF FAITH ACCLAMATION
Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection,
you have set us free.

Entrance:
635
I sing the Mighty
Power of God.
Offertory:
560
Loving and Forgiving.
Communion: 807
Here at this Table.
Recessional: 616
Sing A Joyful Song.

A SECOND COLLECTION
WILL BE TAKEN UP RIGHT
AFTER HOLY COMMUNION
AT ALL OUR MASSES THIS
WEEKEND.
This second collection
which will be done monthly is
for the funding of our Catechetical Ministry, our Catholic Elementary School Assessment
Payment, and our Sabbatical of
Priests Assessment Payment.
For this collection, you may
use the blank white envelopes
(not the Mass intention envelopes) found at the Church entrance and don’t forget to write
on it your name or your contributing parishioner number.

SCRIPTURE FOCUS
A foreign leper is
cleansed and in thanksgiving
returns to offer homage to
the God of Israel. We hear
this same story in both the
First Reading and Gospel
today.
There were many
lepers in Israel in Elisha’s time, but only Naaman the Syrian trusted in God’s Word and was cleansed (see Luke
5:12–14). Today’s Gospel likewise implies that most of
the ten lepers healed by Jesus were Israelites—but only
a foreigner, the Samaritan, returned.
In a dramatic way, we’re being shown today how
faith has been made the way to salvation, the road by
which all nations will join themselves to the Lord, becoming His servants, gathered with the Israelites into one
chosen people of God, the Church (see Isaiah 56:3–8).
Today’s Psalm also looks forward to the day
when all peoples will see what Naaman sees—that there
is no God in all the earth except the God of Israel.
We see this day arriving in today’s Gospel. The
Samaritan leper is the only person in the New Testament
who personally thanks Jesus. The Greek word used to
describe his “giving thanks” is the word we translate as
“Eucharist.”
And these lepers today reveal to us the inner dimensions of the Eucharist and sacramental life. We, too
have been healed by our faith in Jesus. As Naaman’s
flesh is made again like that of a little child, our souls
have been cleansed of sin in the waters of Baptism. We
experience this cleansing again and again in the Sacrament of Penance—as we repent our sins, beg and receive mercy from our Master, Jesus.
We return to glorify God in each Mass, to offer
ourselves in sacrifice—falling on our knees before our
Lord, giving thanks for our salvation.
In this Eucharist, we remember “Jesus Christ,
raised from the dead, a descendant of David,” Israel’s
covenant king. And we pray, as Paul does in today’s
Epistle, to persevere in this faith—that we too may live
and reign with Him in eternal glory.
Scott Hahn, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology,
https://stpaulcenter.com/.
WORST MOMENT
“The worst moment for an atheist is when he feels a profound
sense of gratitude and has no one to thank.” --- G.K. Chesterton.
REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:

October 5-6, 2019:
Tithes $1,501.00

Complaints about sexual abuse
by a member of the clergy or by a
parish employee can be made by
contacting Lisa Petronis, 858-4908353 or at www.sdcatholic.org.

SYNOPSIS
“No one is as capable of gratitude as one who has emerged
from the kingdom of night.” In all things, grief or joy, we
should give thanks to God.
**
To be a Christian is to be a person who begins and ends a
day, a prayer, or even a life with gratitude.
**
Real gratitude is simply the act of acknowledging God in
our lives. With real gratitude, we can survive any night.
**
RARITY OF GRATITUDE?
It is human to lament and to complain. Hardly is a
baby born than it cries. And if it would not cry right away,
the nurse would spank it on the behind so that it would cry
and everybody would say: “Thanks be to God, it’s a normal
child, it cries.” Smiling comes much later.
If it is human to lament and to complain, it is divine
to thank, it is rare to thank. And that is so surprising and
sometimes hurting as it was surprising and hurting for the
Lord when only one of ten lepers came back and thanked
him. Apparently they took things for granted. Complaint,
criticism comes so natural that we only have to open our
mouth and there it is. To thank we have to make a special
effort. And that effort is not always made. It is revealing to
see that in most languages “to thank” is a derivative verb
form, not a primary verb form. “To thank” comes from “to
think.” And since we apparently think very little or at least
not enough, we thank very little or at least not enough.
“Thanks” wants to be expressed, must not be taken
for granted and must not be silent either. How often do
good parents have to remind a child, after it has received a
gift from a visitor or a friend: “What do you say? Say thank
you.”
How much more shall we be thankful to God who
does us so many favors every day. The Mass should be such
a school of learning how to thank. We call it Eucharist,
sacrifice of thanksgiving. In the Gloria we say: “We give
you thanks for your glory.” The Preface begins: “It is our
duty and our salvation always and everywhere to give you
thanks through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.” During the
consecration the priest recalls that Jesus took bread and
gave thanks to His heavenly Father; likewise, when he took
the cup. In the Eucharistic Prayer we say: “We thank you
for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve
you.”
As we gather at the Lord’s table and prepare to
receive him in the Eucharist, let us ask for the trust and faith
that we need to accept our crosses and the gratitude he
deserves for the goodness and mercy he has shown us.
DIVINE MERCY
CHAPLET is prayed
after 9:30 AM Mass
every
First
Sunday
of the
month.

The next Prayer Meeting at “Phyl” ORTIZ’
house is on Tuesday,
Oct. 15 & 29 at 7 PM.
Address: 3876 KING RANCH DR., YUMA.
Tel: 928-723-5538.
Directions: 32nd St. & 4E, South on 4E 3
miles. Before County 14, Home is on the

right.

Faith of Mary “The Blessed Virgin advanced in
her pilgrimage of
faith, and faithfully
persevered in her
union with her
Son unto the cross, where she stood in
keeping with the Divine plan . . .”
Lumen Gen!um

Sexual Abuse
Compensa on Program
The Independent Victim Compensation Program (ICP), a program sponsored by the Diocese
of San Diego to assist victimsurvivors who were abused as
minors by priests of this diocese,
began accepting applications.
The ICP is independent and not
controlled by the Church.

WORLD MISSION
SUNDAY 2019 –
EXTRAORDINARY
MISSION MONTH 2019
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
World Mission Sunday this year is next weekend – October 19-20. This
is our annual worldwide celebration for the missions and missionaries
of the world. It takes place during an Extraordinary Missionary
Month, called for by Pope Francis in honor of the 100th anniversary of
Pope Benedict XV’s Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud, which emphasized our unified missionary call to proclaim the Gospel.
During the month of October, Pope Francis invites all baptized
Christians to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ through prayer,
meditation on the Word of God, and pilgrimage. . . Pope Francis
reminds us that we are each “Baptized and Sent”; we are all the
“Church of Christ on Mission in the World.”

I wish to invite all in this diocese to take this special opportunity to
revitalize our passion and zeal for Christ’s mission to the world. We can
There is no time limit on when
respond to our missionary call through charity – by giving generously
the abuse may have taken
to the special collection on World Mission Sunday. Your gifts support
place. The program will consider and sustain priests, religious, and lay pastoral leaders in more than
all claims, regardless of how long
1,100 mission dioceses in Asia, Africa, the
ago the abuse occurred. No attorney is necessary and there are Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America
and Europe as they proclaim the Gospel,
no fees of any kind. U.S. Resibuild the Church, and serve the poor.
dency is also not required. For

more information go to their website www.CaliforniaDiocesesICP. In addition to our charitable giving, we can
com
also respond by mirroring the loving wit-

Learning About
The Priesthood –
Explorer Day
On Saturday, November 9,
2019 the Diocese of San Diego is
hosting an Explorer Day for those
men who are interested in exploring
a possible vocation to the priesthood.
The day will be held at St. Francis
Center on the campus of the University of San Diego from 8:30 a.m. to
3:30 p.m.
If living a life of service for
Christ and the people of God is
attractive to you, take advantage
of the opportunity to attend this
upcoming Explorer Day. Pick up
an application at your parish office or call Fr. Lauro Minimo at St.
Francis Center at (619) 291-7446.

ness exemplified by great missionaries of
our time, like martyred Sister Dorothy
Stang SND. She stands out as a model for
missionary witness to our faith – a witness
which involves a unified care for our common home, and courageous
outreach to indigenous communities.
I wish to share my personal gratitude for your generous response on this
day, and throughout this Extraordinary Missionary Month. God will
certainly bless you for this and for your continuous commitment to
mission. Let us unite our hearts in the prayer of our Holy Father for this
especially graced moment for the Missions: “May the love for the
Church’s Mission, which is a passion for
Jesus and a passion for his people, grow
ever stronger.”
Gratefully in the Lord,
Most Reverend Robert W. McElroy
Bishop of San Diego

Darren S. Mattice
Funeral Director
Owner

SOFT CLOTH
CAR WASH

Trevor T. White
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928.782.9865
775 S 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ 85364

Darren@yumamortuary.com
www.yumamortuary.com

Ride with pride;
drive a clean car!
900 South 4th Ave

783-3116

(928) 783-8321
Se habla Español
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Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law
Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad today!
smassien@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6830

&
YUMA automotive
transmission SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala

928.783.6111

fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
yatracing45@hotmail.com
Yuma, AZ 85364

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com

Call LPi today for advertising info
(800) 950-9952

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Saint Thomas Indian Mission Church, Winterhave, CA
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