ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION
Established in 1780
Fort Yuma, California,

P. O. Box 1176,

Winterhaven, CA 92283-1176
SUNDAY MASSES

Saturday Vigil
Sunday

4:30 PM
7:30 AM
10:30 AM

Rosary Devotion
Saturday

2:00 PM

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament

Saturday 3:00 to 4:00 PM
Parish Office Telephone: 760-572-0283

Rev. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor
Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org

Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com

Visitors who observe proper visiting manners are welcome to visit our church.

on FRIDAYS —10 am to 12 noon,

on SATURDAYS —2 pm to 6 pm,

on SUNDAYS —- 6:30 am to 12 noon.

October 20, 2019 * 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time © WORLD MISSION SUNDAY
For the Readings, see JOURNEYSONGS #1034

Exodus 17:8-13 2 Timothy 3:14—4:2
Luke 18:1-8
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Our help is from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

MYSTERY OF FAITH ACCLAMATION
Save us, Savior of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection,
you have set us free.

Entrance:
596
Glory and Praise
to our God.
Offertory:
832
Here I Am, Lord.
Communion: 846
Whatsoever You Do.
Recessional: 828
Go Make of All Disciples.

The SECOND COLLECTION
at all our Masses this weekend
is for the MISSIONS.
Mission Sunday envelopes
are available at the Church
entrance, in case you forgot
to take one last Sunday.

MASS INTENTION:
For all those who
are sick or in
trouble; for those
who are afflicted
with cancer.

PERSISTENCE IN PRAYER!
“Hang on in there,” we say. Today’s readings
remind us that persistence in prayer does indeed make
a diﬀerence.
The ﬁrst reading is a lesson about the importance of prayer. While Moses li#ed his arms in prayer, the Israelites did well in the ﬁght. When Moses did
not pray – that is, let his arms down – they did poorly.
So Aaron and Hur helped Moses to keep praying by
holding up his arms. Only through mutual support was
prayer possible, and only through prayer was Israel going to succeed. A lesson we too can learn.
In the gospel we hear Jesus teaching the same
lesson but in a diﬀerent way. He uses a humorous parable involving a corrupt judge and a poor widow. It
would seem a mismatch because the corrupt oﬃcial
had the advantage of wealth and posi%on while the
widow had nothing and was on the lowest end of the
social scale. Yet in her persistence she, who seemed
powerless, won in her struggle against someone more
powerful.
Some would take the gospel reading to recommend novena upon novena, or an injunc%on like “A few
more rosaries and the Blessed Virgin will surely talk Jesus into doing what we want.” This can’t be what Jesus
was teaching – not the Jesus who said, “When you
pray, do not babble like the pagans, who think that
they will be heard because of their many words
(Ma&hew 6:7).The persistence Jesus is talking about
here has to do with something other than mul%plying
words. It has to do with the idea of “not succumbing to
discouragement.”
Today’s readings are directed to people who
feel overwhelmed by the state of the world. They remind us that if God is for us, the size of an army doesn’t
count any more than lack of social standing. These
readings call us to pray because the God of mercy does
hear us. The challenge is to be open to God’s answer.

The Inten"on . . . First and foremost!
A priest, a minister and a guru sat discussing
the best positions for prayer, while a telephone
repairman worked nearby.
"Kneeling is definitely the best way to pray," the
priest said.
"No," said the minister. "I get the best results
standing with my hands outstretched to Heaven."
"You're both wrong," the guru said. "The most
effective prayer position is lying down on the floor."
The repairman could contain himself no longer.
"Hey, fellas," he interrupted. "The best prayin' I ever
did was when I was hangin' upside down from a
telephone pole."

PERSISTENCE IN PRAYER MUST GO HAND IN HAND
WITH WILLINGNESS TO SPREAD THE FAITH
AS WE HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED AND SENT.
In addition to the need for persistence in prayer,
we must be willing to continue to live out the mission God
has chosen for us. Whatever our calling or state in life, we
are commissioned to reveal our faith and spread the message of God’s Kingdom. Whether we are among those who
travel the world as missionaries or those who never leave
their hometowns, we all have opportunities to share the
Good News of salvation through Jesus.
On this World Mission Sunday in the Extraordinary
Missionary Month, we recall that we too are “baptized and
sent” to continue the mission of our Lord.

Why Mission?
All people should be able to experience the joy of being
loved by God and the joy of His salva%on!
· The word ‘mission’ means to be sent out. A missionary is sent out to bring the blessings and Good News of
Jesus to others.
· Missionaries o#en go to far-oﬀ places, where people
struggle every day to survive. They staﬀ hospitals,
schools, orphanages, and clinics. They run food programs and help people learn how to be&er care for
themselves and their families. And, of course, they
share their Catholic faith – all of their ac%ons for others
are mo%vated by God’s great love for each one of us!
· Today, World Mission Sunday, a special collec"on is
taken up. Our dona"ons support missionaries
throughout the world.

The Twenty and the One
A well-worn one-dollar bill and a similarly
distressed twenty-dollar bill arrived at a Federal Reserve
Bank to be retired. As they moved along the conveyor
belt to be burned, they struck up a conversation.
The twenty-dollar bill reminisced about its travels
all over the country. "I've had a pretty good life," the
twenty proclaimed. "Why I've been to Las Vegas and
Atlantic City, the finest restaurants in New York,
performances on Broadway, and even a cruise to the
Caribbean."
"Wow!" said the one-dollar bill. "You've really had an
exciting life!"
"So, tell me," says the twenty, "where have you been
throughout your lifetime?
The one dollar bill replies, "Oh, I've been to the Methodist Church, the Baptist Church, the Lutheran Church, the
Catholic Church ..."
The twenty-dollar bill interrupts, "What's a church?"

November 1st
(Friday), is All
Saints Day – a
holy Day of obligation. Our Mass
on that day will
be at 7:00 PM.
It will be the start of
the All Souls Novena
of Masses that I will
celebrate.
If you want to
include your deceased
relatives in the novena, use the All Souls envelope in
your box of offering envelopes.
Write on the envelope the names of
your deceased relatives, put inside
the envelope your donation, and drop
the envelope in the collection basket
at the All Saints Day Mass or hand it
to Fr. George before that day. For
those who don’t have offering envelopes, the All Souls Novena envelopes are at the Church entrance.

WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 2019
EXTRAORDINARY MISSION
MONTH 2019
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

This weekend – October 19-20,
we celebrate World Mission Sunday.
This is our annual worldwide celebration for the missions and missionaries of the world. It takes place during an
Extraordinary Missionary Month, called for by Pope Francis in honor of
the 100th anniversary of Pope Benedict XV’s Apostolic Letter Maximum Illud, which emphasized our unified missionary call to proclaim the Gospel.
During the month of October, Pope Francis invites all baptized
Christians to a personal encounter with Jesus Christ through prayer, meditation on the Word of God, and pilgrimage. . . Pope Francis
reminds us that
we are each “Baptized and Sent”; we are all the “Church of Christ on Mission
in the World.”
I wish to invite all in this diocese to take this special opportunity to
revitalize our passion and zeal for Christ’s mission to the world. We can respond to our missionary call through charity – by giving generously to the
special collection today, World Mission Sunday. Your gifts support and sustain priests, religious, and lay pastoral leaders in more than 1,100 mission dioceses in Asia, Africa, the Pacific Islands, and parts of Latin America and Europe as they proclaim the Gospel, build the Church, and serve the poor.
In addition to our charitable giving, we can also respond by mirroring
the loving witness exemplified by great missionaries of our time, like marWe pray for the eternal tyred Sister Dorothy Stang SND. She stands out as a model for missionary
repose of +Exsavior
witness to our faith – a witness which involves a unified care for our common
Herrera, the father of
home, and courageous outreach to indigenous communities.
Martha Herrera and
I wish to share my personal gratitude for your generous response on
grandfather of our Cate- this day, and throughout this Extraordinary Missionary Month. God will cerchism students Mark
tainly bless you for this and for your continuous commitment to mission. Let
and Esther Herrera. +Exsavior Her- us unite our hearts in the prayer of our Holy Father for this especially graced
rera passed on last week. May the
moment for the Missions: “May the love for the Church’s Mission, which is a
merciful Lord bless him with eternal
passion for Jesus and a passion for his people, grow ever stronger.”
life. We offer our sincerest condolences to the Herrera family.

As fellow
parishioners, let us
always
pray for
one another, especially those who need our
prayers most at this time, like the
following, among others:
Rocky Rutherford and his men
who are serving in Afghanistan;
Michelle Castaneda who has
been diagnosed with cancer of
the liver; David Morales who is
suffering from tumor in his brain;
and young Cody Morales who is
recovering from illness.

Gratefully in the Lord,
Most Reverend Robert W. McElroy
Bishop of San Diego

DIVINE MERCY
CHAPLET is
prayed after 9:30
AM Mass every
First Sunday of
the month. Everybody is welcome.
October 12-13, 2019:

Tithes $1,301.70
2nd Collection (CCD):
$598.00

The next Prayer Meeting at
“Phyl” ORTIZ’ house is on
Tuesday, Oct. 29 at 7 PM.

Address: 3876 KING RANCH
DR., YUMA.Tel: 928-723-5538.
Directions: 32nd St. & 4E, South on 4E 3 miles. Before County 14, Home is on the right.

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:
Complaints about sexual abuse by a member of
the clergy or by a parish employee can be made
by contacting Lisa Petronis, 858-490-8353 or at
www.sdcatholic.org.

Darren S. Mattice
Funeral Director
Owner

SOFT CLOTH
CAR WASH

Trevor T. White
Tre
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928.782.9865
775 S 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ 85364

Darren@yumamortuary.com
www.yumamortuary.com

Ride with pride;
drive a clean car!
900 South 4th Ave

783-3116

(928) 783-8321
Se habla Español
/0012-13!"4"1567189::1;1<=.">1?@
Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law
Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad today!
smassien@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6830

&
YUMA automotive
transmission SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala

928.783.6111

fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
yatracing45@hotmail.com
Yuma, AZ 85364

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com

Call LPi today for advertising info
(800) 950-9952

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com
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