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January 05, 2020 * The Epiphany of the Lord (A) 

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN: 

Saturdays — 2 pm to 6 pm 
      Sundays —- 7 am to 12 noon 

Visitors who observe proper visiting manners 
are welcome to visit our church  

during the abovementioned times. 

SUNDAY MASSES (We follow AZ Time)  
 

 Saturday Vigil 4:30  PM 
 Sunday 7:30  AM 
 10:30 AM 
 

Rosary Devotion      
  Saturday      2:00  PM 

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before 
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament 

  Saturday    3:00 to 4:00 PM 
  

Confessions      
  Saturday   3:15 PM to 4:00  PM  

Or at other times, by appointment                       

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

JOURNEYSONGS 

For the Readings — 898  
The Hymns: 

Entrance:         336  

 Joy To The World. 

Offertory:   364 

          We Three Kings. 

Communion:  365 

   What Child Is This. 

Recessional:     352 

Go Tell It  

On the Mountain. 

MYSTERY OF FAITH ACCLAMATION  
Save Us, Savior of the World,                       

for by your Cross and Resurrection,         
you have set us free. 

OUR PARISH OFFICE IS OPEN:  

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

(Or outside the above schedule, by appointment) 

Parish Office Telephone: 760-572-0283  

Starting Today, Sunday,  
NO MORE Coffee and    

Donut or cake in the  
Parish Hall after Sunday 

Mass unless new volunteers 
come forward. 

 
At the Church Vestibule are 

sign-up sheets for those who 

would like to volunteer to 

serve coffee and doughnuts 

after the Sunday 7:30 AM 

Mass. You may sign up for 

just one Sunday a month.      

Isaiah 60:1-6 
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 

Matthew 2:1-12 



Scripture 
focus 

                A King to Behold  
 

An “epiphany” is an 
appearance. In today’s readings, with their rising stars, 
splendorous lights, and mysteries revealed, the face of 
the child born on Christmas day appears. 

Herod, in today’s Gospel, asks the chief priests 
and scribes where the Messiah is to be born. The answer 
Matthew puts on their lips says much more, combining 
two strands of Old Testament promise—one revealing the 
Messiah to be from the line of David (see 2 Samuel 2:5), 
the other predicting “a ruler of Israel” who will “shepherd 
his flock” and whose “greatness shall reach to the ends of 
the earth” (see Micah 5:1–3). 

Those promises of Israel’s king ruling the nations 
resound also in today’s Psalm. The psalm celebrates Da-
vid’s son, Solomon. His kingdom, we sing, will stretch “to 
the ends of the earth,” and the world’s kings will pay Him 
homage. That’s the scene too in today’s First Reading, as 
nations stream from the East, bearing “gold and frankin-
cense” for Israel’s king. 

The Magi’s pilgrimage in today’s Gospel marks the 
fulfillment of God’s promises. The Magi, probably Persian 
astrologers, are following the star that Balaam predicted 
would rise along with the ruler’s staff over the house of 
Jacob (see Numbers 24:17). 

Laden with gold and spices, their journey evokes 
those made to Solomon by the Queen of Sheba and the 
“kings of the earth” (see 1 Kings 10:2, 25; 2 Chronicles 
9:24). Interestingly, the only other places where frankin-
cense and myrrh are mentioned together are in songs 
about Solomon (see Song of Songs 3:6, 4:6, 14). 

One greater than Solomon is here (see Luke 
11:31). He has come to reveal that all peoples are “co-
heirs” of the royal family of Israel, as today’s Epistle 
teaches. 

His manifestation forces us to choose: Will we 
follow the signs that lead to Him as the wise Magi did? Or 
will we be like those priests and the scribes who let God’s 
words of promise become dead letters on an ancient 
page?                     Scott Hahn, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, 

https://stpaulcenter.com/ 

HOW TO SEEK AND FIND CHRIST 
The arrival of the magi in Bethlehem completes the 

Christmas story. The evangelist Matthew points out that 
those who came to see the newborn baby included not only 
shepherds from Israel but also wise men from pagan lands.              
                                  Today’s gospel is a reminder that from the beginning 
Our Lord has been found by only two classes of people: by 
those who know (magi or wise men) and those who do not 
know (the shepherds), but never by those who think that they 
know (Herod, Scribes and Pharisees). He is found by shep-
herds and wise men, that is to say, by the simple and the edu-
cated people. Christ’s divinity is so profound that it could be 
grasped only by the extremes of simplicity and true wisdom.  

 

LESSONS FROM THE MAGI 
First, “they saw His star.” To see the star they had to 

be observant of the skies; they had to study the appearance 
and movement of the stars. And their diligence was rewarded 
for they actually saw the star of the “newborn king of the 
Jews.” What about us? Are we observant of the many ways 
God reveals Himself to us in our daily life? Do we encounter 
Him in the Eucharist, in the Scriptures, and in our neighbor? 

Second, “they have come.” They were courageous 
enough to leave the comfort of their dwellings to cross the 
desert in order to follow the star of the king. What about us? 
When we are aware of God’s promptings and inspirations to 
be good and to do good, do we just sit on them, or do we rise 
and do something about them? Remember, good intentions 
are worth nothing unless acted upon. 

Third, “they did Him homage.” Recognizing the divini-
ty of the infant before them, the wise men prostrated them-
selves and gave Him gifts. The following story illustrates this. 

 
THE GIFT OF THE MAGI (by O. Henry) 

 
The story is about Jim and Delia, a young couple who, 

although by no means rich, love each other very much. On 
Christmas each wanted to express their love through a gift. 
Despite their scrimping they could not generate the necessary 
amount for an appropriate gift. Unknown to Jim, Delia went to 
a shop and sold her long beautiful hair and bought a watch 
chain for her husband’s prize watch. He in turn sold his watch 
in order to buy a pair of fine-toothed combs for his wife’s 
long, lovely hair. As the eve of Christmas came, the two gave 
each other their surprise gifts. On opening them, each was  
taken aback. The gifts could not be of any use. They could 
only smile at the pure coincidence. “Of all who gave gifts,” the 
story concludes, “these are the wisest because they gave to 
each other the greatest treasures of the house.” 

The great time and trouble you put in the preparation 
of a gift expresses your innermost sentiments. And for the  
magi, it was their sentiment of faith. Like the magi, offer God 
the best you have: something precious, costly. And this could 
be immaterial, like your time. 

How sad it is when God deserves only the crumbs of 
our time, when God is in the periphery of our activities or if 
ever he is remembered at all.  

The Sunday school teacher asked a 

little boy: “Can you tell me, John, 

why Mary and Joseph took little 

Jesus to the temple with them?” 

The child thought for a while and 

then answered: “Was it because 

they couldn’t get a baby-sitter?”  



Be a Registered and       
Contributing Parishioner! 

  
If you are new in the parish or have been here a long time but not yet       

registered, we request you to please register now and use the contribution envelopes.  
In that way, you are enrolled in the official list of parishioners — participating and 
contributing.  

If you are registered and use the contribution envelopes regularly, we can 
then sign a letter of certification that you are a member of our parish. This facilitates 
the process when you request a Baptism, Quinceañera, Wedding, First Communion 
or other sacrament. 
                                 To register pick up one of the green envelopes found at the Church en-
trance, fill in the form with your name, address, and telephone number, place 
inside the envelope your Sunday contribution — and drop it in the collection 
basket during the Mass.  
                                  The following Sunday you will then receive your one-year set of contribu-
tion envelopes carrying your parishioner number.  
              In the meantime, you may use any ordinary envelope for your weekly     
contribution and please write your name on it so that we are able to track your 
contributions and, upon request, for your tax records we send you a donation-
acknowledgment letter  after the end of each tax year.  

God bless our Parish and each 
one of us, always.  

DIVINE MERCY 
CHAPLET  is 
prayed after 
the 10:30 AM 
Mass  today, Jan. 5 — 
first Sunday of the month. 
Everybody is welcome. 

To All Registered Parishioners, 
 
 The Boxes of Contribution   
Envelopes for 2020 are ready.  
Please don’t forget to pick up 
your box of contribution enve-
lopes at the vestibule of the 
Church after Mass. 

REPORTING 
SEXUAL ABUSE:  
 Complaints about sexual abuse 

by a member of the clergy or by a 
parish employee can be made by 
contacting Lisa Petronis, 858-490
-8353 or at www.sdcatholic.org. 

The next Prayer 
Meeting at 
“Phyl” ORTIZ’ 
house will be on 
January 7, 2020. 
 

Address: 3876 KING RANCH DR., 
YUMA. 
Directions: 32nd St. & 4E, South on 
4E  3 miles.  Before County 14. 
House is on the right.  
Phyl’s Tel: 928-723-5538.   

Collections for Parish Support: 
 

Dec. 24-25, 2019 — $ 1,530.00 
Dec. 28-29, 2019 — $ 1,407.75 

   New Church Cleaning 
Schedule: 

Wednesdays, 9:30 AM to           

                                    11:00 AM.  

MORE VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED. Call Robert     

Rodriguez  at 928-261-8379.  

 NO MORE COFFEE AND DONUTS? 

                  There is no Coffee/Doughnut 
today.   We need new volunteers if we 
want to continue having coffee and 
doughnuts in the Parish Hall on Sundays 

after the 7:30 AM Mass.  

Sign-Up sheets are available at the 

Church Entrance. If several families or 

groups sponsor one Sunday a month 

each, then we can have coffee and 

doughnut every Sunday. 

San Diego Walk for Life 
 
Stand up for Life at the 2020 San Diego Walk 
for Life, Saturday, January 18th, 8:30 am, Bal-
boa Park (6th and Laurel).  The theme 
is “Live, Serve & Embrace Life.”  
 
Inspirational and life-affirming young adult 
speakers will share their testimonies. Bring 
your family and friends. Teens and young 
adults are invited to register their class/ group 
at www.sandiegowalkforlife.org to enter the 
super party drawing. Show team spirit with 
banners, signs and t-shirts that promote LIFE! 

Please  include in your prayers 
our parishioners who are in poor 
health. Among them: Rose 
Gleason, John and Gail Inman, 
Gary Ellison, Joanne Montague, 
Michelle Castaneda, and David 
Morales.  

Mother Teresa reminds us: 
“There are two victims in every abortion:  

a dead baby and a dead conscience.” 
“It is a poverty to decide that a child must die  

so that you may live as you wish.” 

The September 2008 issue of Reader’s 
Digest published “Our 50 Funniest 

(True!) Stories,” sent in by readers since 
1943. I quote here jokes 1 and 7. 

 
Ill Defined: 
          1. We were really confused. While 
transcribing medical audiotapes, a 
colleague came upon the following 
garbled diagnosis: “This man has 
pholenfrometry.”  
                 Knowing nothing about that par-
ticular condition, she doubled-check 
with the doctor. After listening to the 
tape, he shook his head. 
                “This man,” he said, translating 
for her, “has fallen from a tree.” 
 
Wedded Blitz: 
        7.The minute I walked into the 
post office, the postmaster noticed 
the new earrings my husband had 
given me. “Those must be real dia-
monds,” she said. “Yes,” I said. 
“How could you tell?” 
“Because,” she said, “no one buys 
fake diamonds that small.”  
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