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January 12, 2020 * The Baptism of the Lord (A) 

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN: 

Saturdays — 2 pm to 6 pm 
      Sundays —- 7 am to 12 noon 

Visitors who observe proper visiting manners 
are welcome to visit our church  

during the abovementioned times. 

SUNDAY MASSES (We follow AZ Time)  
 

 Saturday Vigil 4:30  PM 
 Sunday 7:30  AM 
 10:30 AM 
 

Rosary Devotion      
  Saturday      2:00  PM 

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before 
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament 

  Saturday    3:00 to 4:00 PM 
  

Confessions      
  Saturday   3:15 PM to 4:00  PM  

Or at other times, by appointment                       

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
The Lord Will Bless His People With Peace. 

JOURNEYSONGS 

The Readings — 899 
  
The Hymns: 

Entrance:         542  

 Baptized In Water. 

Offertory:   650 

          Come To The Water. 

Communion:  809 

   Behold The Lamb. 

Recessional:     548 

River of Glory. 

MYSTERY OF FAITH ACCLAMATION  
Save Us, Savior of the World,                       

for by your Cross and Resurrection,         
you have set us free. 

OUR PARISH OFFICE IS OPEN:  

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

(Or outside the above schedule, by appointment) 

Parish Office Telephone: 760-572-0283  

YOU ARE INVITED 
 to a FELLOWSHIP over  

a cup of COFFEE AND DONUTS  
RIGHT AFTER THE 7:30 AM MASS 

today, Sunday, January 12.  
Our heartfelt thanks to  

STAN and PATRICIA. 
 

Volunteers for the 

other Sundays of 

the month are 

welcome.  

Sign-up sheets are 

at the Church Vestibule/Entrance.  

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 
Acts 10:34-38 

Matthew 3:13-17 



Scripture 
focus 

Jesus presents himself for 
baptism in today’s Gospel not    
because He is a sinner, but to ful-
fill the word of God proclaimed 
by His prophets. He must be bap-
tized to reveal that He is the 
Christ (“anointed one”)—the Spirit-endowed Servant 
promised by Isaiah in today’s First Reading. 

His baptism marks the start of a new world, a 
new creation. As Isaiah prophesied, the Spirit descends 
upon Jesus like a dove—as the Spirit hovered over the 
face of the deep in the beginning (see Genesis 1:2). 

As it was in the beginning, at the Jordan also 
the majestic voice of the Lord thunders above the wa-
ters.  The Father opens the heavens and declares Jesus 
to be His “beloved son.” 

God had long prepared the Israelites for His   
coming, as Peter preaches in today’s Second Reading.  
Jesus was anticipated in the “beloved son” given to    
Abraham (see Genesis 22:2, 12, 26), and in the calling 
of Israel as His “first-born son” (see Exodus 4:22–23). 
Jesus is the divine son begotten by God, the everlasting 
heir promised to King David (see Psalm 2:7; 2 Samuel 
7:14). 

He is “a covenant of the people [Israel]” and “a 
light to the nations,” Isaiah says. By the new covenant 
made in His blood (see 1 Corinthians 11:25), God has 
gathered the lost sheep of Israel together with whoev-
er fears Him in every nation. 

Christ has become the source from which God 
pours out His Spirit on Israelites and Gentiles alike 
(see Acts 10:45). In Baptism, all are anointed with that 
same Spirit, made beloved sons and daughters of God. 
Indeed, we are Christians—literally “anointed ones.” 

We are the “sons of God” in today’s Psalm—
called to give glory to His name in His temple. Let us 
pray that we remain faithful to our calling as His       
children, that our Father might call us what he calls His 
Son, “my beloved . . . in whom I am well pleased.” 

           Scott Hahn, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, 
https://stpaulcenter.com/ 

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM             
OF THE LORD 

                              Today’s Feast marks the conclusion of the Christmas 
Season and the beginning of Ordinary Time.  It inaugurates 
Jesus’ public ministry.  As such it also echoes the theme of 
the Epiphany in that the Baptism of the Lord is another 
manifestation announcing Jesus’ divinity to all of His first 
followers and to the disciples of John the Baptist. 

********** 
It needs to be pointed out that Jesus did not need the   

baptism of John.  John was baptizing as a call to and sign of 

interior repentance.  Jesus had no need to repent.  But, 

nonetheless, He comes to John.  John resists at first but 

Jesus insists.  Why did He receive baptism? 

 

BECAUSE THROUGH THE BAPTISM,                                   

GOD HIMSELF ANNOUNCES JESUS’ DIVINITY 

As mentioned somewhere above, one approach to 
understanding this event is to see it as a clarification of 
who Jesus is. He is God’s Son, his beloved, with whom the 
Father is well pleased. There would be no question about 
Jesus’ identity. Jesus’ identity had already been revealed to 
us in Luke’s gospel when the angel told Mary at the annun-
ciation that she would conceive her child through the pow-
er of the Holy Spirit and he would be holy and would be 
called Son of God. Jesus’ identity was also revealed when 
Jesus was lost in the temple for three days and when he 
was found he said to his parents “why were you looking for 
me? Didn’t you know I must be in my Father’s house?”  

But his identity was hidden from everyone around 
them. It was only when Jesus was baptized and God an-
nounced to the world “This is my beloved Son” and the 
Spirit came down upon him that the world was to know 
who he was. 

BECAUSE THROUGH HIS BAPTISM,                         
JESUS SHOWS HIS SOLIDARITY WITH SINNERS.  

This is the other answer to the question: Why did 
Jesus need to be baptized? When John the Baptist asks this 
question, Jesus responds by saying, “To fulfill all righteous-
ness.” Scholars interpret this remark as showing Jesus’    
solidarity with sinners, those for whom he had been sent, 
even though he himself did not sin.  

********** 
May we see Jesus revealed today in the Word, in 

the Eucharist, and in each other so that, as we return to 
Ordinary Time, we live as Christians — baptized with the 
Holy Spirit and empowered to carry on Jesus’ mission — 
we put our faith into action . . . . May God be well pleased.                                          

CONTROVERSY 
A ten year old, under the tutelage of a well-
prepared catechist, was becoming quite     
knowledgeable about the Bible.  
Then one day she floored her teacher when she 
asked, “Which virgin was the mother of Jesus, 
the Virgin Mary or the King James Virgin?” 



Be a Registered and       
Contributing Parishioner! 

  
If you are new in the parish or have been here a long time but not yet       

registered, we request you to please register now and use the contribution envelopes.  
In that way, you are enrolled in the official list of parishioners — participating and 
contributing.  

If you are registered and use the contribution envelopes regularly, we can 
then sign a letter of certification that you are a member of our parish. This facilitates 
the process when you request a Baptism, Quinceañera, Wedding, First Communion 
or other sacrament. 
                                 To register pick up one of the green envelopes found at the Church en-
trance, fill in the form with your name, address, and telephone number, place 
inside the envelope your Sunday contribution — and drop it in the collection 
basket during the Mass.  
                                  The following Sunday you will then receive your one-year set of contribu-
tion envelopes carrying your parishioner number.  
              In the meantime, you may use any ordinary envelope for your weekly     
contribution and please write your name on it so that we are able to track your 
contributions and, upon request, for your tax records we send you a donation-
acknowledgment letter  after the end of each tax year.  

God bless our Parish and each 
one of us, always.  

DIVINE 
MERCY 
CHAPLET  
is prayed 
after the 
10:30 AM 
Mass  
every first 
Sunday of 
the month. 

WORKSHOPS FOR LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
At the Church’s Vestibule you will find brochures containing 

all the various dates  for the 2020 Workshops for Liturgical Ministers 
(namely, Extraordinary Ministers of Communion, Ministers of the 
Word, and Sacristans) to be held at the Diocesan Pastoral Center, 3888 
Paducah Drive, San Diego, CA 92117.  I encourage all our present  
ministers to avail themselves of this opportunity for ongoing formation. 
Please take a brochure and post it in a strategic place in your home to 
remind you of the various dates/possibilities. 

Moreover, especially as we need more ministers, I would like 

to encourage other qualified and interested parishioners to consider 

joining the parish ministry. Please pick up one of the brochures and 

begin to reflect on your possible involvement.  The Holy Spirit might 

lead you to inform me of your desire to attend one of the workshops 

mentioned above that interest you. I’ll gladly send you. Praise the Lord.  

REPORTING 
SEXUAL ABUSE:  
 Complaints about sexual abuse 

by a member of the clergy or by a 
parish employee can be made by 
contacting Lisa Petronis, 858-490
-8353 or at www.sdcatholic.org. 

The next Prayer 
Meeting at 
“Phyl” ORTIZ’ 
house will be on 
Jan. 21, 2020. 
 

Address: 3876 KING RANCH DR., 
YUMA. 
Directions: 32nd St. & 4E, South on 
4E  3 miles.  Before County 14. 
House is on the right.  
Phyl’s Tel: 928-723-5538.   

Collections for 
Parish Support: 

 
Solemnity of 
Mary, Mother of 
God (1/1/2020) =    
                  $ 451.00 
 
The Epiphany of the Lord  
 (1/4-5/20)      = $ 2,177.66 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK 
AND HOMEBOUND 
Being homebound or house-

bound means a parishioner is unable 
to leave their home without great 
difficulty, and due to this difficulty, 
generally does not leave their home. 
Such a difficulty may be due to ad-
vanced age, illness, or a disability. In 
other words, being homebound does 
not necessarily mean the person is ill 
but may be homebound due to ad-
vanced age or to disability. Such a 
parishioner is dispensed from the 
obligation to attend Sunday Mass 
and so let us bring Sunday commun-
ion to the person. 

The Sick to whom we bring 

communion on Sundays need not 

necessarily be homebound. They 

may be regular Sunday Mass goers 

but this time around cannot attend 

Sunday Mass because they are down 

with an illness that temporarily pre-

vents them from even getting out of 

bed or from leaving the house with-

out great difficulty.  

San Diego Walk for Life 
 
Stand up for Life at the 2020 San Diego Walk 
for Life, Saturday, January 18th, 8:30 am, Bal-
boa Park (6th and Laurel).  The theme 
is “Live, Serve & Embrace Life.”  
 
Inspirational and life-affirming young adult 
speakers will share their testimonies. Bring 
your family and friends. Teens and young 
adults are invited to register their class/ group 
at www.sandiegowalkforlife.org to enter the 
super party drawing. Show team spirit with 
banners, signs and t-shirts that promote LIFE! 

Mother Teresa reminds us: 
“There are two victims in every abortion:  

a dead baby and a dead conscience.” 
“It is a poverty to decide that a child must die  

so that you may live as you wish.” 

A bush missionary once shared the 
following story/joke:  There was 
once a woman who brought her child 
for baptism. “What’s the baby’s 
name?” asked the priest. “Toyota,” 
said the mother. Taken aback the 
priest said, “Why?” “Because       
Father,” she replied, “my firstborn’s 
baptismal name is ‘Ford,’ the second 
is ‘Mercedes,’ and the third is 
‘Beetle.’” 
“In that case,” the priest said, 
“Which would you like that I baptize 
your child with: diesel or gasoline?   
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