
ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION 

Fort Yuma, California,    P. O. Box 1176,    Winterhaven,  CA 92283-1176 

Rev. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor 
Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org 

Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com 

January 19, 2020 * Second Sunday of the Year (A) 

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN: 

Saturdays — 2 pm to 6 pm 
      Sundays —- 7 am to 12 noon 

Visitors who observe proper visiting manners 
are welcome to visit our church  

during the abovementioned times. 

SUNDAY MASSES (We follow AZ Time)  
 

 Saturday Vigil 4:30  PM 
 Sunday 7:30  AM 
 10:30 AM 
 

Rosary Devotion      
  Saturday      2:00  PM 

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before 
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament 

  Saturday    3:00 to 4:00 PM 
  

Confessions      
  Saturday   3:15 PM to 4:00  PM  

Or at other times, by appointment                       

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Here I Am, Lord; I Come To Do Your Will. 

JOURNEYSONGS 

The Readings — 951 
  
The Hymns: 

Entrance:         609  

 Blessed Assurance. 

Offertory:   653 

          Isaiah 49. 

Communion:  832 

   Here I Am, Lord. 

Recessional:     607 

Sing A New Song. 

MYSTERY OF FAITH ACCLAMATION  
Save Us, Savior of the World,                       

for by your Cross and Resurrection,         
you have set us free. 

OUR PARISH OFFICE IS OPEN:  

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

(Or outside the above schedule, by appointment) 

Parish Office Telephone: 760-572-0283  

YOU ARE INVITED 
 to a FELLOWSHIP over  

a cup of COFFEE, DONUTS, and 
CHEESEY POTATOES  

RIGHT AFTER THE 7:30 AM MASS 
today, Sunday, January 12.  

Our heartfelt thanks to  
STEVE and JIM. 
 

Volunteers for the 

other Sundays of the 

month are welcome.  

Sign-up sheets are at                           

the Church Vestibule.  

Isaiah 49:3, 5-6 
1 Corinthians 1:1-3 

John 1:29-34 



Scripture 
focus 

   Jesus speaks through the 
prophet Isaiah in today’s First 
Reading. He tells us of the mission 
given to Him by the Father from 
the womb: “‘You are My servant,’ 
He said to Me.” Servant and Son, 
our Lord was sent to lead a new exodus—to raise up 
the exiled tribes of Israel, to gather and restore them to 
God. More than that, He was to be a light to the        
nations, that God’s  salvation may reach to the ends of 
the earth (see Acts 13:46–47). 

Before the first exodus, a lamb was offered in 
sacrifice and its blood painted on the Israelites’ door 
posts. The blood of the lamb identified their homes and 
the Lord “passed over” these in executing judgment on 
the Egyptians (see Exodus 12:1–23, 27). 

In the new exodus, Jesus is the “Lamb of God,” 
as John beholds Him in the Gospel today (see 1 Corin-
thians 5:7; 1 Peter 1:18–19). Our Lord sings of this in 
today’s Psalm. He has come, He says, to offer His body 
to do the will of God (see Hebrews 10:3–13). 

The sacrifices, oblations, holocausts, and sin 
offerings given after the first exodus had no power to 
take away sins (see Hebrews 10:4). They were meant 
not to save but to teach (see Galatians 3:24). In offer-
ing these sacrifices, the people were to learn self-
sacrifice—that they were made for worship, to offer 
themselves freely to God and to delight in His will. 

Only Jesus could make that perfect offering of 
Himself. And through His sacrifice, He has given us ears 
open to obedience, He has made it possible for us to 
hear the Father’s call to holiness, as Paul says in today’s 
Epistle. 

He has made us children of God, baptized in the 
blood of the Lamb (see Revelation 7:14). And we are to 
join our sacrifice to His, to offer our bodies—our lives—
as living sacrifices in the spiritual worship of the Mass 
(see Romans 12:1). 

Scott Hahn, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, 
https://stpaulcenter.com/ 

A DISCIPLE OF JESUS 
LEARNS FROM JESUS 

BY BEING WITH JESUS!  
 

A disciple of Jesus is one who learns from Jesus by 
being with Jesus. In learning who Jesus is, we learn who we 
are called to be.  

Like John the Baptist in today’s Gospel, we are to 
bring others to the Lord by how we live our lives and by a 
willingness to speak about our faith in him and the differ-
ence he has made in our lives.  

Do you see yourself as a true disciple of Jesus? How 
do you spend time with him?  

********** 
As Catholics, it should be clear from our actions 

that we are growing in faith due to our regular participa-
tion in the Eucharist.  

Stanley Hauerwas, a Methodist and a respected 
moral theologian at Duke University, was invited to speak 
some years ago at the University of Notre Dame. He looked 
out on what was probably a mostly Catholic audience and 
said: “You Catholics go to Mass all the time. What do all 
those Masses do for you?”  

What a great question. I wonder myself, how have 
all those Masses changed our lives? What evidence is there 
that what we do at Mass each Sunday has any effect on 
ourselves and those around us? 

We cannot lead people to Christ if we are not 
demonstrating Christian values in our own lives. 

 
********** 

John the Baptist pointed to Jesus in everything he 
said, but more importantly, he pointed to Jesus in every-
thing that he did, giving him spiritual credibility. We must 
do more than just point to the Lamb, more than just tell 
people what they ought and ought not do. We actually 
have to walk with them.  

A wonderful story is told about the great Indian 
pacifist Gandhi. One day, a woman whose daughter was 
addicted to sweets approached Gandhi. Her addiction was 
starting to cause health issues. The mother asked Gandhi if 
he could help her daughter. Gandhi told her to bring her 
daughter to him in three weeks.  

After three weeks, the mother brought the daugh-
ter back to Gandhi. He took the girl aside and spoke to her 
for some time. Then he brought her back to her mother, 
and the girl said she was now ready to quit eating sweets. 
The astonished mother asked Gandhi why he didn’t speak 
to her daughter three weeks earlier. Gandhi explained that 
three weeks ago, he also ate too many sweets, and he 
needed three weeks to quit.  

Drawing God 
A children’s Sunday school teacher encouraged 
her five year olds to create an art masterpiece 
that related to the Bible.  As she wandered 
around the room looking at the pictures, she 
came to little Alice. “Alice, what are you draw-
ing?” “I’m drawing God.” “But no one knows 
what God looks like, Alice.” Without missing a 

beat, Alice replied, “They will when I’m finished.” 



Be a Registered and       
Contributing Parishioner! 

  
If you are new in the parish or have been here a long time but not yet       

registered, we request you to please register now and use the contribution envelopes.  
In that way, you are enrolled in the official list of parishioners — participating and 
contributing.  

If you are registered and use the contribution envelopes regularly, we can 
then sign a letter of certification that you are a member of our parish. This facilitates 
the process when you request a Baptism, Quinceañera, Wedding, First Communion 
or other sacrament. 
                                 To register pick up one of the green envelopes found at the Church en-
trance, fill in the form with your name, address, and telephone number, place 
inside the envelope your Sunday contribution — and drop it in the collection 
basket during the Mass.  
                                  The following Sunday you will then receive your one-year set of contribu-
tion envelopes carrying your parishioner number.  
              In the meantime, you may use any ordinary envelope for your weekly     
contribution and please write your name on it so that we are able to track your 
contributions and, upon request, for your tax records we send you a donation-
acknowledgment letter  after the end of each tax year.  

God bless our Parish and each 
one of us, always.  

DIVINE 
MERCY 
CHAPLET  
is prayed 
after the 
10:30 AM 
Mass  
every first 
Sunday of 
the month. 

WORKSHOPS FOR LITURGICAL MINISTERS 
At the Church’s Vestibule you will find brochures containing 

all the various dates  for the 2020 Workshops for Liturgical Ministers 
(namely, Extraordinary Ministers of Communion, Ministers of the 
Word, and Sacristans) to be held at the Diocesan Pastoral Center, 3888 
Paducah Drive, San Diego, CA 92117.  I encourage all our present  
ministers to avail themselves of this opportunity for ongoing formation. 
Please take a brochure and post it in a strategic place in your home to 
remind you of the various dates/possibilities. 

Moreover, especially as we need more ministers, I would like 

to encourage other qualified and interested parishioners to consider 

joining the parish ministry. Please pick up one of the brochures and 

begin to reflect on your possible involvement.  The Holy Spirit might 

lead you to inform me of your desire to attend one of the workshops 

mentioned above that interest you. I’ll gladly send you. Praise the Lord.  

REPORTING 
SEXUAL ABUSE:  
 Complaints about sexual abuse 

by a member of the clergy or by a 
parish employee can be made by 
contacting Lisa Petronis, 858-490
-8353 or at www.sdcatholic.org. 

The next Prayer 
Meeting at 
“Phyl” ORTIZ’ 
house will be on 
Jan. 21, 2020. 
 

Address: 3876 KING RANCH DR., 
YUMA. 
Directions: 32nd St. & 4E, South on 
4E  3 miles.  Before County 14. 
House is on the right.  
Phyl’s Tel: 928-723-5538.   

Collections for Parish Support: 
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
(1/12/2020)  = $ 1,860.95 
From the Donation Boxes 
at the Church Vestibule 
(1/13/2020) = $134.00 

Office for the                     
Permanent Diaconate 

  
If you are or if you know of a man 
with a servant heart who would 
be open to Pre-Aspirancy (Class 
of 2025), please inform me. It 
would be good if we can send 
someone  to an orientation meet-
ing being planned by the diocese 
to be handled by Fr. Eddie Sama-
niego, SJ, (858) 490-8216 or  
esamaniego@sdcatholic.org.   
Requirements:  age 35-55, legal 
residency, and, if married, must 
be married in the Church.  An ori-
entation meeting for those being 
put forward is planned for April 
16, 2020.  One man per parish 
will be considered for orientation. 

Healing Pathways for Families 
Workshops.  

                        The next series of workshops begins 
Thursday, January 23, 2020, at the      
Diocesan Pastoral Center at 10:00am-
12:00pm and 6:30pm-8:30pm.  Anne 
Richardson and Joe Lonergan will       
present “Accompanying Survivors           
of Sexual Trauma”.   
       Join us at one or all of our workshops 
this year, which are designed to equip 
parish leaders, family members, and    
interested parishioners with information 
and tools to accompany families in their 
struggles.  See Accompanying Survi-
vors of Sexual Trauma Flyer for        
additional information. 

Forming Healthier Relationships. 
   

Join us for a deeper conversation 
with other adults from divorced 
parents on Tuesday, February 
11, 6:00 pm -8:00 pm, at the Di-
ocesan Pastoral Center.  We en-
courage you and your significant 
other to join us to gain insight and 
practical skills for building healthi-
er relationships.  Please contact 
Janelle Peregoy 
at jperegoy@sdcatholic.org for 
more information or to RSVP and 
see Forming Healthier Rela-
tionships Flyer. 

The Baptism 
After the baptism of his little brother in 
church, little Johnny sobbed all the way 
home in the back seat of the car. His 
father asked him three times what was 
wrong. Finally the boy replied, “The 
priest said he wanted us brought up in a 
Christian home, and I want to stay with 
you guys.” 

Home Sweet Home 
The catechist gathered her students 
around her and exclaimed, “Well, class, 
all those who want to go to heaven raise 
your hands.” Everyone around the circle 
raised their hands except one boy. 
“Don’t you want to go to heaven,     
Henry?” asked the teacher. “I can’t 
Ma’am,” Henry replied. “My mom 
wants me to come straight home.” 
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