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February 02, 2020 * The Presentation of the Lord (A) 

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN: 

Saturdays — 2 pm to 6 pm 
      Sundays —- 7 am to 12 noon 

Visitors who observe proper visiting manners 
are welcome to visit our church  

during the abovementioned times. 

SUNDAY MASSES (We follow AZ Time)  
 

 Saturday Vigil 4:30  PM 
 Sunday 7:30  AM 
 10:30 AM 
 

Rosary Devotion      
  Saturday      2:00  PM 

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before 
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament 

  Saturday    3:00 to 4:00 PM 
  

Confessions      
  Saturday   3:15 PM to 4:00  PM  

Or at other times, by appointment                       

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Who is this King of Glory? It is the Lord! 

JOURNEYSONGS 
The Readings — 1051 
The Hymns: 
Entrance:         661  

 Christ Be Our Light. 

Offertory:   587 

          The Lord Is My Light. 

Communion:  667 

   Your Light Will Come 

Jerusalem. 

Recessional:     664 

I Am The Light Of The 

World. 

MYSTERY OF FAITH ACCLAMATION  
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection 

until you come again. 

OUR PARISH OFFICE IS OPEN:  

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

(Or outside the above schedule, by appointment) 

Parish Office Telephone: 760-572-0283  

LET’S ENJOY FELLOWSHIP  
over a cup of COFFEE, DONUTS, 

and CHEESY POTATOES 
RIGHT AFTER THE 7:30 AM MASS     

today, Sunday, February 2nd,  

courtesy of our “little’ GIANT 
STEVE TAYLOR. Our heartfelt 

thanks to him. 
                  

Malachi 3:1-4 
Hebrews 2:14-18 

Luke 2:22-40 



Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day 

                                 Forty days after Jesus was born, in accordance 
with the Torah, Mary and Joseph brought him to the 
temple in Jerusalem to be presented to the Lord. 
What they could not have known is that two elderly 
habitués of the temple, Simeon and Anna, recognize 
in the six-week-old child the Savior of the world. As 
we celebrate this special feast today, let us challenge 
ourselves to recognize Jesus in the faces of those we 
meet. 

***** 

In the Temple,  

Jesus is Presented to the Father;  

Mary Presents herself to be Purified.  

According to Exodus 13:2, every first-born    
belonged to the Lord, since Yahweh had saved all first-
born of Israel, while he slew all the Egyptian first-born 
(Exodus 11). And thus he had to be bought free, to be 
REDEEMED (Numbers 18:16) in recognition of the gra-
cious power of God in giving human life. This redemp-
tion could take place before any priest anywhere in  
Palestine, by the father, who would not have to go to 
Jerusalem for this ceremony.  

Christ, the only begotten Son of the Father 
could not be bought free in the strict sense. He was 
presented instead.  

If Jesus is brought to the temple in Jerusalem, 
Luke wants to stress this as something special. It is not 
so much a redemption of Christ but more a presenta-
tion to the Father in the Temple, in a similar way as 
Samuel in the Old Testament was brought to the    
sanctuary after his mother Hannah had conceived him 
in consequence of her promise to dedicate him to the 
Lord (1 Samuel 1).   

Mary and Joseph brought Jesus up to the Tem-
ple so that he could be presented (Luke 2:22) but only 
Mary needed the purification — the offering of sacrifice 
(a pair of turtle doves or two young pigeons) in order to 
overcome the ritual impurity brought about by       
childbirth. 

 Today’s feast has been celebrated since 
the third century.  

In the East, it was called the Encounter or Meeting, 
focusing on Jesus the Savior meeting Simeon the Just, who 
received him into his arms, a touching image of the new 
order of the Kingdom of God (the New Testament), en-
fleshed in Jesus, being embraced by the old order of the 
Mosaic Law (the Old Testament), represented by Simeon. 
All this happens in the Temple, God’s dwelling place. 
There, Jesus meets his people.  

********** 
We also bless candles today, reminding us   
of the Light that has come into the world in 
Jesus, to which we, baptized into his dying 

and rising, are to witness.  
                                  Simeon proclaims this light is “a sign that will be 
contradicted… so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed.”  
                                 Pope Benedict wrote that Christ remains a “sign of 
contradiction,” a contradiction ultimately directed at God, 
since God is constantly misunderstood as one who places a 
limitation on our freedom, whereas, in truth, God stands in 
opposition to human lies, self-seeking, and pride. God sent 
Christ to bring us freedom from our self-absorption, a free-
dom that comes through accepting the cross and dying to 
self. What light or freedom has Christ brought into your 
life?      

*********                        
 A simple man in the Gospel of Luke, seeing 
the baby Jesus in the arms of a poor couple, 
who were about to consecrate their child to 
God, proclaimed, “Now Master, you can let 
your servant go in peace, according to your 
word, for my eyes have seen your salvation . . 
. A light for revelation to the Gentiles, and 
glory for your people Israel .” (Luke 2:29).  

How could a simple man see God in an ordinary 
child? What does it take to discover God’s presence in our 
midst? The Gospel of Luke has the following description of 
Simeon: “This man was righteous and devout.” A right-
eous/upright person lives by God’s values and principles. A 
devout person takes God’s will seriously in his/her deci-
sions in life. Luke continues, “awaiting consolation of Israel 
…” Simeon was a patient man; he patiently waited for 
God’s coming. He was full of hope. And finally it was said of 
Simeon, “. . . and the Holy Spirit was upon him,” (See Luke 
2:25-27).  

When we allow ourselves to be led by goodness 
and generosity; when our decisions are planned according 
to God’s will; then we can be sure that the Holy Spirit has a 
resting place in our soul. 

Simeon and Anna: The name Simeon means “God has 

heard.” He is a faithful Jew who is awaiting the coming of the 
Messiah. His goal in life is to see the Christ of the Lord    
before he dies. The name Anna means “God’s favor.” She is 
a prophetess who had spent many widowed years in the    
temple. In many ways she reaffirms what Simeon has said 
earlier, that the promises of God will be fulfilled in this child. 
Together, Simeon and Anna represent authentic  
“Old Testament” spirituality that gives way to the “New  
Testament” spirituality incarnated or enfleshed in Jesus. 



Be a Registered and Contributing Parishioner! 
  

If you are new in the parish or have been here a long time but not yet       
registered, we request you to please register now and use the contribution en-
velopes.  In that way, you are enrolled in the official list of parishioners — 
participating and contributing.  

If you are registered and use the contribution envelopes regularly, we 
can then sign a letter of certification that you are a member of our parish. 
This facilitates the process when you request a Baptism, Quinceañera, Wed-
ding, First Communion or other sacraments. 
                                 To register pick up one of the green envelopes found at the 
Church    entrance or vestibule, fill in the form with your name, address, 
and telephone number, place inside the envelope your Sunday contribu-
tion — and drop it in the collection basket during the Mass.  
                                  After one or two Sundays you will find on the table in the Church ves-
tibule your one-year set of contribution envelopes carrying your parishioner 
number.  
              In the meantime continue to use the green envelope or any ordinary 
envelope for your weekly contribution and please write your name on it so 
that we are able to track your contributions and, upon request, for your 
tax records we send you a donation-acknowledgment letter  after the end 
of each tax year.  

THE DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET  
is prayed after the 10:30 
AM Mass today, Feb. 2, the 
first Sunday of the month. 
Everybody is welcome. 

Be A Priest 
After a church service on Sunday morning, a young boy 
suddenly announced to his mother, “Mom, I’ve decided 
to become a Priest when I grow up.” 
“That’s okay with us, but what made you decide that?” 
“Well,” said the little boy, “I have to go to church on 
Sunday anyway, and I figure it will be more fun to stand 

up and yell, than to sit down and listen.” 
 

Long-suffering Teacher 
Sister Fay Hagen, CSJ, was teaching a religion class at St. Augustine High School in San 
Diego. She tried to correct a student who was constantly talking and disrupting the class.  
Finally, in desperation, she said: “Are you finished?” The student looked quizzically at his 
teacher and said in all seriousness. “I’m not Finnish. I’m Filipino-American.” 

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:  
 Complaints about sexual abuse 
by a member of the clergy or by 
a parish employee can be made 

by contacting Lisa Petronis at  
858-490-8353 or at 

www.sdcatholic.org. 

The next Prayer 
Meeting at 
“Phyl” ORTIZ’ 
house will be on 
Feb. 4, 2020. 
 

Address: 3876 KING RANCH DR., 
YUMA. 
Directions: 32nd St. & 4E, South on 
4E  3 miles.  Before County 14. 
House is on the right.  
Phyl’s Tel: 928-723-5538.   

Collections for Parish Support: 
(January 25-26, 2020) 

Sunday Mass           
collections= $ 1,677.00 
Coffee and Doughnuts 

= $ 18.00 

"Vocation to the Religious Life 
Discernment Weekend” 

 
The Augustinian Friars are sponsoring a 
vocation discernment weekend at Saint  
Augustine Monastery, San Diego, March 

20th-22nd for men between the ages of 18 
and 40 who are interested in exploring reli-
gious community life. For more info, email 

the vocation director, Fr. Tom Whelan, 
O.S.A. at vocations@calaugustine.org"  

A REMINDER                                      
                      Reverence for the Lord present in 
the Blessed Sacrament must character-
ize our comportment whenever we are 
inside the church at any time of the 
day, whether or not there is a Mass.       
                 And when we come together to 
celebrate the Mass, each one’s pres-
ence must create or enhance and not 
disrupt the atmosphere of prayer not 
just during the Mass but also before 
the Mass starts as it is the time for 
each one to prepare for the Mass 
through personal, silent prayer ; as 
well as after the Mass as it is the time 
for each one to say a personal, silent 
thanksgiving prayer to God.  Thus, in 
view of the foregoing, please observe 
the following: 

Before the Mass starts, main-
tain prayerful silence inside the 
church. If you need to talk with some-
one about something that cannot wait 
till after the Mass, then please do it in 
a “subdued” manner, expressive of 
respect for the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

If you need to take a picture 
of the altar or other objects inside the 
Church, you may do so only when no 
Mass goer has as yet arrived. The mo-
ment even one person arrives for the 
Mass, taking of photo is not allowed. 
You need to wait till after the Mass, 
when everybody has left the Church 
except the sacristans who are putting 
things away. Moreover, NO FLASH 
PHOTOGRAPHY is allowed inside 
our church. 

The sight of persons bringing 
bottled water to be drunk during the 
Mass is a distraction. Please avoid do-
ing it unless it is a necessity in connec-
tion with the taking of medicine. Con-
sider what you can sacrifice in order to 
enhance the atmosphere of prayer for 
others, if not for yourself. 

Whenever necessary, please 
remind one another to observe the 
foregoing guidelines. Instead of report-
ing to the Pastor the need to remind 
someone, do the reminding yourself as 
an expression of your faithfulness to 
the “Lamb of God” (sacrifice) that you 
receive at Mass. Approach the person 
and remind him always in a brotherly 
and respectful way, all for the greater 
honor and glory of God.   

Permanent Diaconate: Orientation meeting for applicants is planned for April 16, 
2020 by Fr. Eddie Samaniego, SJ, (858) 490-8216 or  esamaniego@sdcatholic.org.   
Age requirement: 35-55. If interested, see Fr. George first for more info and details. 
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