
ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION 

Fort Yuma, California,    P. O. Box 1176,    Winterhaven,  CA 92283-1176 

Rev. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor 
Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org 

Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com 

February 09, 2020 * Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN: 

Saturdays — 2 pm to 6 pm 
      Sundays —- 7 am to 12 noon 

Visitors who observe proper visiting manners 
are welcome to visit our church  

during the abovementioned times. 

SUNDAY MASSES (We follow AZ Time)  
 

 Saturday Vigil 4:30  PM 
 Sunday 7:30  AM 
 10:30 AM 
 

Rosary Devotion      
  Saturday      2:00  PM 

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before 
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament 

  Saturday    3:00 to 4:00 PM 
  

Confessions      
  Saturday   3:15 PM to 4:00  PM  

Or at other times, by appointment                       

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
The Just Man is a Light in Darkness  

to the Upright. 

JOURNEYSONGS 
 

The Readings — 960 
The Hymns: 
Entrance:         793  

 Table of Plenty. 

Offertory:   805 

          Ubi Caritas. 

Communion:  813 

   Pan de Vida. 

Recessional:     660 

We Are The Light  

Of The World. 

MYSTERY OF FAITH ACCLAMATION  
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection 

until you come again. 

OUR PARISH OFFICE IS OPEN:  

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

(Or outside the above schedule, by appointment) 

Parish Office Telephone: 760-572-0283  

Today is World Marriage Day, 
sponsored by Worldwide       

Marriage Encounter. See their 
informative website: 

wmd.wwme.org.  
********** 

COFFEE, DONUTS, etc.  
RIGHT AFTER THE 7:30 AM MASS     
today, Sunday, 

February 9th, thru 
the courtesy of  

STANLEY  
& PATRICIA    

KRAJEWSKI. Our 
heartfelt thanks 

to them. 

Isaiah 58:7-10 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 
Matthew 5:13-16 



INTRODUCTION TO THE 
LITURGY OF THE DAY 

 
                               What does it mean to be salt, light, a city built on 
a mountain? Today’s readings remind us that, as      
baptized Christians, we can’t hide. God – who is a God 
of justice and mercy – had expectations of Israel. The 
Israelites weren’t off the hook regarding how they were 
to act, and neither are the followers of Jesus. God has 
expectations of us. People see us, they observe what 
we do and how we act. What are they seeing? We can’t 
be followers in name only. 

********* 
 

Scripture focus 
 

Jesus came among us as light to scatter the 
darkness of a fallen world. As His disciples, we too are 
called to be “the light of the world,” He tells us in the 
Gospel this Sunday (see John 1:4–4, 9; 8:12; 9:5). 

All three images that Jesus uses to describe the 
Church are associated with the identity and vocation of 
Israel. God forever aligned His kingdom with the king-
dom of David and his sons by a “covenant of salt,” salt 
being a sign of permanence and purity (see 2 Chroni-
cles 13:5, 8; Leviticus 2:13; Ezekiel 43:24). 

Jerusalem was to be a city set on a hill, high 
above all others, drawing all nations towards the glori-
ous light streaming from her Temple (see Isaiah 
2:2; 60:1–3). And Israel was given the mission of being 
a light to the nations, that God’s salvation would reach 
to the ends of the earth (see Isaiah 42:6; 49:6). 

The liturgy shows us this week that the Church, 
and every Christian, is called to fulfill Israel’s mission. 
By our faith and good works we are to make the light of 
God’s life break forth in the darkness, as we sing in this 
week’s Psalm. 

This week’s readings remind us that our faith 
can never be a private affair, something we can hide as 
if under a basket. We are to pour ourselves out for the 
afflicted, as Isaiah tells us in the First Reading. Our light 
must shine as a ray of God’s mercy for all who are poor, 
hungry, naked, and enslaved. There must be a transpar-
ent quality to our lives. Our friends and family, our 
neighbors and fellow citizens, should see reflected in us 
the light of Christ and through us be attracted to the 
saving truths of the Gospel. So let us pray that we, like 
St. Paul in the Epistle, might proclaim with our whole 
lives, “Christ and him crucified.”   

—Scott Hahn, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology,  
https://stpaulcenter.com/ 

 Taking the Message  
to the Next Level . . . 

 
                      On the battlefield a chaplain encountered a soldier lying 
wounded and in pain in a foxhole. “Would you like me to read 
you a passage from the Bible?” asked the chaplain. The young 
soldier could only respond, “I’m so thirsty.” Immediately the 
chaplain ran off, found a canteen, poured the man a cup of 
water, and helped him drink. The soldier squirmed about---
“I’m very uncomfortable,” he groaned. Again the chaplain 
without a second thought stripped off his overcoat, rolled it in 
a ball and placed it under the man’s head as a pillow. The  
soldier began to shiver---“I’m so cold,” he whispered. The 
chaplain found a field blanket and placed it over the injured 
man. Then the soldier looked the chaplain straight in the eye 
and said, “Now if there is anything in that book that will allow 
another person to do more than you have already done for 
me, then please read it because I would like to hear it.”  
                 The chaplain lived the gospel message by the actions of 
his life. Today’s readings from Scripture challenge us in a   
similar way to be active Christians in all we do and say, that 
the light of Christ shine through us to brighten our world to-
day and each day of our lives. 
 

************************* 
                 One catechist often told students he would not tolerate 

GRAs – “Generic Religion Answers:” serve others, do good, 

give to the poor, share things, help those in need, be kind, love 

people. Students said, “What’s wrong with them? Aren’t those 

the right answers?” “That’s the problem,” he said. “We say the 

right answers and think we’re done. The right answers mean 

nothing unless we do them.”  

************************** 

                We must bring Christ to all that we do and to all whom we 
encounter. If you are in school —- then bring Christ to the 
classroom. Refuse to compromise your values to those of the 
world. Offer a better alternative to the contemporary vices of 
laziness, gangs, drugs, alcohol, and sex. If you work in busi-
ness —- then bring Christ to the office. Take an ethical        
approach to your work and refuse to take shortcuts that may    
ill-affect others. Do your work in a righteous manner; your 
integrity is important. Make certain that peers, superiors, and 
subordinates alike know that you stand with God. If you work 
at home or are retired —- then bring Christ to those whom 
you encounter each day. Make certain that those at the    
market, in the bank, or at the day care or senior center know 
that Jesus is important in your life.  

                    REMEMBER: When you were baptized, a candle was 
lit, and the priest prayed over you: “This light is entrusted to 
you to be kept burning brightly . . . . May you walk always as 
a child of the light.” 



IF YOU REGULARLY ATTEND MASS IN OUR CHURCH,  
Be a Registered and Contributing Parishioner! 

                               If you are registered and use the contribution envelopes regularly, we can then 
sign a letter of certification that you are a member of our parish. This facilitates the pro-
cess when you request a Baptism, Quinceañera, Wedding, First Communion or other 
sacraments. Moreover, as we are able to track your contributions, upon   request we can 
then give you a printed copy of your contributions summary at the end of the year for tax 
returns purposes. 
                                 To register pick up one of the green envelopes found at the Church entrance 
or vestibule, fill in the form with your name, address, and telephone number, place 
inside the envelope your Sunday contribution — and drop it in the collection basket 
during the Mass.  
                                  After one or two Sundays you will find on the table in the Church vestibule your 
one-year set of contribution envelopes each carrying your parishioner number.  

THE DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET  
is prayed after the 10:30 AM 
Mass every first Sunday of the 
month. The next is March 1st. 
Everybody is welcome. 

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:  
 Complaints about sexual abuse 
by a member of the clergy or by 
a parish employee can be made 

by contacting Lisa Petronis at  
858-490-8353 or at 

www.sdcatholic.org. 

The next Prayer 
Meeting at 
“Phyl” ORTIZ’ 
house will be on 
Feb. 18, 2020. 
 

Address: 3876 KING RANCH DR., 
YUMA. 
Directions: 32nd St. & 4E, South on 
4E  3 miles.  Before County 14. 
House is on the right.  
Phyl’s Tel: 928-723-5538.   

Collections for Parish Support: 
(February 1-2, 2020) 

Sunday Mass           
collections= $ 2,659.40 
Coffee and Doughnuts 

= $ 19.25 

"Vocation to the Religious Life 
Discernment Weekend” 

 
The Augustinian Friars are sponsoring a 
vocation discernment weekend at Saint  
Augustine Monastery, San Diego, March 

20th-22nd for men between the ages of 18 
and 40 who are interested in exploring reli-
gious community life. For more info, email 

the vocation director, Fr. Tom Whelan, 
O.S.A. at vocations@calaugustine.org"  

A REMINDER                                      
                      Reverence for the Lord present in 
the Blessed Sacrament must character-
ize our comportment whenever we are 
inside the church at any time of the 
day, whether or not there is a Mass.       
                 And when we come together to 
celebrate the Mass, each one’s pres-
ence must create or enhance and not 
disrupt the atmosphere of prayer not 
just during the Mass but also before 
the Mass starts as it is the time for 
each one to prepare for the Mass 
through personal, silent prayer ; as 
well as after the Mass as it is the time 
for each one to say a personal, silent 
thanksgiving prayer to God.  Thus, in 
view of the foregoing, please observe 
the following: 

Before the Mass starts, main-
tain prayerful silence inside the 
church. If you need to talk with some-
one about something that cannot wait 
till after the Mass, then please do it in 
a “subdued” manner, expressive of 
respect for the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

If you need to take a picture 
of the altar or other objects inside the 
Church, you may do so only when no 
Mass goer has as yet arrived. The mo-
ment even one person arrives for the 
Mass, taking of photo is not allowed. 
You need to wait till after the Mass, 
when everybody has left the Church 
except the sacristans who are putting 
things away. Moreover, NO FLASH 
PHOTOGRAPHY is allowed inside 
our church. 

The sight of persons bringing 
bottled water to be drunk during the 
Mass is a distraction. Please avoid do-
ing it unless it is a necessity in connec-
tion with the taking of medicine. Con-
sider what you can sacrifice in order to 
enhance the atmosphere of prayer for 
others, if not for yourself. 

Whenever necessary, please 
remind one another to observe the 
foregoing guidelines. Instead of report-
ing to the Pastor the need to remind 
someone, do the reminding yourself as 
an expression of your faithfulness to 
the “Lamb of God” (sacrifice) that you 
receive at Mass. Approach the person 
and remind him always in a brotherly 
and respectful way, all for the greater 
honor and glory of God.   

Permanent Diaconate: Orientation meeting for applicants is planned for April 16, 
2020 by Fr. Eddie Samaniego, SJ, (858) 490-8216 or  esamaniego@sdcatholic.org.   
Age requirement: 35-55. If interested, see Fr. George first for more info and details. 

2019 TAX RETURNS: To request a printed summary of your contributions 
for the year 2019, write TAX RECORDS on the back of your next Sunday contri-
bution envelope.  The following Sunday the requested printed summaries will be 
placed on the side altar next to the ambo for you to pick up before or after Mass.   

CATECHETICAL MINISTRY:  

MID-YEAR  RECOGNITION OF TOP STUDENTS.  
 

Our Heartfelt Congratulations to the following: 
 

For CLASS ATTENDANCE: Esther Herrera and Zoey Rico 
For CLASS PARTICIPATION: Cody Stan Codling, Amaiyah Decorse, Marco Navarro,  
                   and Esther Herrera. 
For EDIFYING BEHAVIOR IN CLASS: Esther Herrera, Marco Navarro, and                            
                 Amaiyah Decorse. 
For MEMORIZATION OF ASSIGNED PRAYERS:   Amaiyah Decorse, Joshua                     
                Douglas Hayes,  Marco Navarro and Zoey Rico. 
For SUBMISSION OF HOMEWORK: Esther Herrera and Amaiyah Decorse 
For SUNDAY MASS ATTENDANCE: Zoey Rico (17x) Esther Herrera (13x), Amaiyah    
              Decorse (12x), Cooper    Lee Nagy (12x) Cody Stan Codling (10x) Joshua Hayes (10x),  
                 Marco Navarro (7x), and Leah Decorse (?).   
 
Note: Of the original 15 students, only 8 are still attending the Catechism Classes. They are: 

Cooper Lee Nagy, Zoey Madison Rico, Marco Andres Navarro Porchas, Esther Herrera, 

Joshua Douglas Hayes, Cody Stan Codling, Leah Decorse, and Amaiyah Decorse.   
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