
ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION 

Fort Yuma, California,    P. O. Box 1176,    Winterhaven,  CA 92283-1176 

Rev. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor 
Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org 

Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com 

February 23, 2020 * Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN: 

Saturdays — 2 pm to 6 pm 
      Sundays —- 7 am to 12 noon 

Visitors who observe proper visiting manners 
are welcome to visit our church  

during the abovementioned times. 

SUNDAY MASSES (We follow AZ Time)  
 

 Saturday Vigil 4:30  PM 
 Sunday 7:30  AM 
 10:30 AM 
 

Rosary Devotion      
  Saturday      2:00  PM 

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before 
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament 

  Saturday    3:00 to 4:00 PM 
  

Confessions      
  Saturday   3:15 PM to 4:00  PM  

Or at other times, by appointment                       

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 

The Lord is kind and Merciful. 

JOURNEYSONGS 
 

The Readings — 966 
The Hymns: 
Entrance:         600  

 All Creatures of our 

God and King. 

Offertory:   560 

          Loving and Forgiving. 

Communion:  805 

   Ubi Caritas. 

Recessional:     616                

          Sing A Joyful Song. 

MYSTERY OF FAITH ACCLAMATION  

We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 
and profess your Resurrection 

until you come again. 

OUR PARISH OFFICE IS OPEN:  

Mondays, Tuesdays, and Fridays: 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM  
3:00 PM to 5:00 PM 

(Or outside the above schedule, by appointment) 

Parish Office Telephone: 760-572-0283  

Next Wednesday, February 26th, 
is ASH WEDNESDAY —        

the beginning of Lent.  
              On that day, at 6:30 PM, we will 
have a Mass with distribution of   
Ashes, and a Collection for Charity. 
               We may have Stations of the Cross 
in our church every Friday this Lent if 
at least three or four parishioners com-
mit to leading it every Friday. They 
need not be among our regular parish 
ministers as long as they are our pa-
rishioners. If willing to commit, please 
call or email me between now and the 
Ash Wednesday Mass. Kudos! 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 
1 Corinthians 3:16-23 

Matthew 5:38-48 



                       DO YOU KNOW THIS? 

Paul’s question today provides the foundation on 
which the other readings can stand: Do you not know that 
you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God 
dwells in you?” (1 Cor 3:16). Paul is writing to the commu-
nity at Corinth, one characterized by factions, bickering, 
jealousies; even arguing about whose “spiritual parentage” 
is greatest.  

And Paul asks, “Don’t you know who you are? 
Don’t you know to whom you belong? By their baptism 
into the saving mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection, 
Paul argues, the Spirit has been given and dwells in them. 
God has taken up residence in them, individually and com-
munally.  

We too have to accept and live out of this truth, so 
we can take in the rest of today’s scriptures, starting with 
“Be holy, for I, the Lord, your God am holy” and “You 
shall not bear hatred for your brother or sister in your 
heart” (Leviticus 19:2, 17). We then move on to the seem-
ingly impossible teaching of Jesus not even to resist one 
who is evil, but to love our enemies and pray for those who 
persecute us. How is this possible? Go back to Paul’s ques-
tion: “Do you not know?” 

Do you know this? Do you believe it? 
***************** 

                      We are called to be holy and to be perfect. Holiness 

means being like God in every aspect of our lives. Perfec-

tion is not a matter of doing everything perfectly, but of 

loving others in God as we love God himself. The more we 

let God’s love flow through us, the more God-like our life 

will be. 

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 2020 

The  2020 ACA Campaign has been launched. Our assessment for this year is $5,500.00. As anything 
beyond the assessment is paid back to our parish, we hope to raise more than our parish assessment.  

If you have not yet done so, please pick up an ACA 2020 brochure at the Church entrance; fill in the Pledge form at the 
bottom of the brochure and indicate your Total Pledge for the year 2020; then detach it from the rest of the brochure and drop it in the  
Sunday Collection basket.   YOU DON’T NEED TO MAKE PAYMENTS NOW.  Just see to it that you shall have paid your total 

pledge by December 31, 2020.    Thank you. 
 Also, I am happy to report that from the recently concluded 2019 ACA, our parish has received a rebate of 

$1,928.00. Our heartfelt thanks to all the 2019 ACA contributors, namely: Mr. and Mrs. Norman Weingart, Mr. and 
Mrs. Chris Herrera, Mr. and Mrs. James Hampson, Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Peffers, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley J. Simala, 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rodriguez, Mr. and Mrs. Jon Gordon, Mr. and Mrs. Rick Hirsch, Mr. and Mrs. Roger De-
corse, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Gutierrez, Ms. Jerilyn Swift Arrow, Mr. Fred Nix, Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Kiefer, 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Krajewski, Mr. and Mrs. William Mejia, Ms. Dorothea Montague, Mr. and Mrs. Juan Villegas, Ms. Kathleen 
Avery, Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Cancilla, Mr. and Mrs. Shayne Compton, Mr. and Mrs. Roger L. Decorse, Sr., Mr. and Mrs. Ernesto Fraijo, 
Mr. and Mrs. Garry Gill, Ms. Catherine Harper, Mrs. Otilia V. Jones, Mr. Jim LaRocco, Mr. and Mrs. Felix Montague, Ms. Felipa Ortiz, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Rutherford, Mr. and Mrs. Oscar P. Sevilla, Mr. Darrell Barron, Mr. Steve Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. John Arcenas, Ms. Sarah 
Degrande, Ms. Daphne Stone, Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Young, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gleason.  

*************** 
Since the beginning of Christianity, the professed unity of the various Christian communities or  parishes as 

One Church has always been given visible expression by means of the collection which here in our diocese is called 
the Annual Catholic Appeal (ACA).  As St. Paul founded the first new Christian  communities outside of Jerusalem, a 
very important practice he would teach a community before leaving it to found a new one was the collection for the “saints” 
or poor in Jerusalem. St. Paul was very anxious to have this collection made and sent to the headquarters in Jerusalem since 
he regarded it as a sign and a pledge of unity of all the communities (presently called parishes) as One Church (See 1 Cor 
16:1-4; 2 Cor 8:4; Romans 15:26-28; Gal 2:8-10). Our contribution to the ACA collection thus provides tangible form to our 
solidarity and unity as One Local Church – the diocese of San Diego.                                                                   — Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor 

LETTING GOD’S LOVE FLOW THROUGH US! 
                                Corrie Ten Boom was a survivor of the Nazi concen-

tration camp. She lost her parents and a sister because they 

sheltered Jews in their house when the Germans occupied 

Holland during the war. After the war she embarked on a 

peace mission and was invited to Germany in 1948. She never 

thought that resentment was still festering in her heart, until 

that fateful day, when she was preparing to give a speech in 

Munich.  

                                    In her waiting room, a man entered, looked for her to 

shake her hands. When she looked at his face she immediately 

recognized him as the brutal camp guard. Then she remem-

bered the horrors she went through, the death of her loved 

ones and friends. Anger took possession of her for a while, but 

she became conscious of her peace mission.  

                                      She knelt down, asking Jesus to intervene. Then 

peace returned, replacing anger. She offered her hand to the 

former German soldier and with tears in her eyes, she took 

him to the stage shouting: “Christ has conquered!” From that 

time onwards, Corrie radiated peace simply because Christ 

took away all the anger within her.   

APPLICATION: 

In today’s second reading, St. Paul tells us that we – 

as the Church and as individuals – are holy because the spirit 

of God lives in us. Let that sink in for a minute. “The temple 

of God, which you are, is holy.” 

The readings from Leviticus and Matthew’s Gospel 

not only call us to holiness, but they tell us how to be holy. 



IF YOU REGULARLY ATTEND MASS IN OUR CHURCH,  
Be a Registered and Contributing Parishioner! 

                                 To register pick up one of the green envelopes found at the Church entrance or 
vestibule, fill in the form with your name, address, and telephone number, place inside 
the envelope your Sunday contribution — and drop it in the collection basket during the 
Mass. The following Sunday you will find on the table in the Church vestibule your one-
year set of contribution envelopes each carrying your parishioner number.  

THE DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET  
is prayed after the 10:30 AM 
Mass every first Sunday of the 
month. The next is on March 
1st. Everybody is welcome. 

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:  
 Complaints about sexual abuse 
by a member of the clergy or by 
a parish employee can be made 

by contacting Lisa Petronis at  
858-490-8353 or at 

www.sdcatholic.org. 

The next Prayer 
Meeting at 
“Phyl” ORTIZ’ 
house will be on 
March 3rd, 2020. 
 

Address: 3876 KING RANCH DR., 
YUMA. 
Directions: 32nd St. & 4E, South on 
4E  3 miles.  Before County 14. 
House is on the right.  
Phyl’s Tel: 928-723-5538.   

Collections for Parish Support: 
(February 15-16, 2020) 

 
Sunday Mass collections:  

$ 1,863.88 
Coffee and Doughnuts: 

$ 20.00 

                             Divorced, widowed, and separated persons 
can register now for a healing Beginning Experi-
ence Weekend retreat May 1 – 3, 2020.  
                            The weekend focuses on healing and moving 
beyond grief in a supportive and caring environment 
with others that are going through and have gone 
through the same experiences. The retreat will be 
held at the beautiful and serene Prince of Peace  
Abbey in Oceanside, CA. If you know someone 
experiencing the pain of loss, Beginning Experience 
can help. For further information: BeginningExperi-
enceSD@gmail.com or call Vicki Fach (858)748-
2273 or Nish Carmedy (330) 607-8774 (Spanish). 

A REMINDER:  
Maintaining an Atmosphere 
of Prayer in the Church flows 
from genuine Reverence for 
the Lord present in the 
Blessed Sacrament whether 
or not a Mass is going on.        

And so when we come    
together to celebrate the Mass, each 
one’s presence must create or en-
hance and not disrupt the atmosphere 
of prayer not just during the Mass 
but also before the Mass starts as it is 
the time for each one to prepare for 
the Mass through personal, silent 
prayer; as well as after the Mass as it 
is the time for each one to say a   
personal, silent thanksgiving prayer 
to God.  Thus, in view of the forego-
ing, please observe the following: 

Before the Mass starts, 
maintain prayerful silence inside the 
church. If you need to talk with 
someone about something that can-
not wait till after the Mass, then 
please do it in a “subdued” manner, 
expressive of respect for the pres-
ence of the Blessed Sacrament. 

If you need to take a picture 
of the altar or other objects inside the 
Church, you may do so only when 
no Mass goer has as yet arrived. The 
moment even one person arrives for 
the Mass, taking of photo is not   
allowed. You need to wait till after 
the Mass, when everybody has left 
the Church except the sacristans who 
are putting things away. Moreover, 
NO FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY is 
allowed inside our church. 

The sight of persons bring-
ing bottled water to be drunk during 
the Mass is a distraction. Please 
avoid doing it unless it is a necessity 
in connection with the taking of 
medicine. Consider what you can 
sacrifice in order to enhance the   
atmosphere of prayer for others, if 
not for yourself. 

Whenever necessary, please 
remind one another to observe the 
foregoing guidelines. Instead of   
reporting to the Pastor the need to 
remind someone, do the reminding 
yourself as an expression of your 
faithfulness to the “Lamb of 
God” (sacrifice) that you receive at 
Mass. Approach the person and   
remind him always in a brotherly 
and respectful way, all for the greater 
honor and glory of God.   

Permanent Diaconate: Orientation meeting for applicants is planned for April 16, 
2020 by Fr. Eddie Samaniego, SJ, (858) 490-8216 or  esamaniego@sdcatholic.org.   
Age requirement: 35-55. If interested, see Fr. George first for more info and details. 

2019 TAX RETURNS: To request a printed summary of your contributions for 
the year 2019, write TAX RECORDS on the back of your next Sunday contribution  
envelope.  The following Sunday the requested printed summaries will be placed on the 
side altar next to the ambo for you to pick up before or after Mass.   

COFFEE, DONUTS, AND 

CAKES TODAY 

 in the Parish Hall  

after the 7:30 AM Mass, 

courtesy of the tandem of  

DOLORES HAMPSON 

and OTILIA JONES. 

We are in need of Lectors and Lay Ministers of Communion/ 
Candle Bearers/Sacristans  

We call on qualified parishioners to please commit to any one of the ministries cited 
above. Among other things, a minister need to be one who regularly attends our  

Sunday Mass and regularly receives holy communion too.   

Stations of the Cross on Fridays in Lent  
                 We don’t necessarily have to pray the Stations of the Cross in our Church on 
Fridays in Lent. One may just join the ones in the churches in Yuma.  

              We may have Stations of the Cross in our church in Lent if at least three or 
four parishioners commit to leading it on all Fridays in Lent at 6:30 PM. They need 
not be among the regular parish ministers but at least parishioners. It is an invita-
tion to lead extended to all parishioners, especially those who cannot commit to be 
parish ministers the whole year round. Make it your distinctive Lenten participation 
in the parish. If willing to commit, please call me at 760-572-0283 or email me at 
saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com or at georgedecasa@gmail.com  



Trevor T. White
lawoffice@shadlelaw.com

Se habla Español • (928) 783-8321 
833 E. Plaza Cir #100 • Yuma, AZ

Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law

Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship 

Licensed in AZ & CA

 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com Saint Thomas Indian Mission Church, Winterhave, CA      A 4C 05-1147

Darren S. Mattice 
Funeral Director 

Owner

928.782.9865
775 S 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ 85364

Darren@yumamortuary.com
www.yumamortuary.com

automotive &
transmissionYUMA SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala
yatracing45@hotmail.com

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com

928.783.6111
fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
Yuma, AZ 85364

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad today! 
smassien@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6830

SOFT CLOTH
CAR WASH

Ride with pride;
drive a clean car!

900 South 4th Ave

783-3116


