ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION
Fort Yuma, California,

P. O. Box 1176,

Winterhaven, CA 92283-1176

SUNDAY MASSES (We follow AZ Time)
Saturday Vigil 4:30 PM
Sunday
7:30 AM
10:30 AM
Rosary Devotion
Saturday
2:00 PM

The Divine Mercy
Chaplet is prayed
after the 10:30 AM
Mass
every first
Sunday of
the month.
Everybody
is welcome.

Holy Hour/Private Adoration before
the Exposed Blessed Sacrament
Saturday
3:00 to 4:00 PM
Saturday
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Mondays, Tuesdays, & Fridays:
10 AM to 12 PM
3 PM to 5 PM
(Please call before coming)
Parish Office Telephone:
760-572-0283

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN:
Sat. — 2 pm to 6 pm
Sun. — 7 am to 12 pm
Behavior in the church
at all times must express
respect for the Lord
present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament.

Rev. Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor
Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org
Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com

March 8, 2020 * Second Sunday of Lent (A)
Genesis 12:1-4a
2 Timothy 1:8b-10
Matthew 17:1-9
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Lord, let your mercy be on us,
as we place our trust in you.
THE MYSTERY OF FAITH
When we eat this Bread, and drink
this Cup, we proclaim your Death,
O Lord, until you come again.

JOURNEYSONGS
The Readings — 906
The Hymns:
Entrance: 471
Offertory: 706
Communion: 815
Recessional: 708

On

Fridays,

especially

in LENT.

Confessions
3:15 PM to 4 PM
UPCOMING
IMPORTANT
DATES:
March 9 (Monday):
6:30 PM = Pastoral Assembly
March 26 (Thursday):
6:00 PM = Lenten Talk by Fr. George,
7:00 PM = Parish Penance Service
and Confessions. Three other priests
will come and help hear confessions.

HOLY WEEK:
April 5 (Palm Sunday) 15 minutes
before the usual start of each Sunday
Mass: Blessing of Palms followed by
procession into the church.
April 9 (Holy Thursday) 7:00 PM =
Mass of the Lord’s Supper.
April 10 (Good Friday) 3:00 PM =
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion.
April 11 (Holy Saturday) 8:00 PM =
Mass of Easter Vigil.
April 12 (Easter Sunday): Easter Sunday
Mass at 7:30 AM and at 10:30 AM.

Scripture Focus
Today’s Gospel portrays Jesus as a new and greater
Moses.
Moses also took three companions up a mountain
and on the seventh day was overshadowed by the shining
cloud of God’s presence. He too spoke with God and his
face and clothing were made radiant in the encounter (see
Exodus 24, 34).
But in today’s Lenten liturgy, the Church wants us
to look back past Moses. Indeed, we are asked to contemplate what today’s Epistle calls God’s “design . . . from
before time began.”
With His promises to Abram in today’s 1st Reading,
God formed the people through whom He would reveal
Himself and bestow His blessings on all humanity. He later
elevated these promises to eternal covenants and changed
Abram’s name to Abraham, promising that he would be
father of a host of nations (see Genesis 17:5).
In remembrance of His covenant with Abraham He
raised up Moses (see Exodus 2:24; 3:8), and later swore an
everlasting kingdom to David’s sons (see Jeremiah 33:26).
In Jesus’ transfiguration today, He is revealed as
the One through whom God fulfills His divine plan from of
old. Not only a new Moses, Jesus is also the “beloved son”
promised to Abraham and again to David (see Genesis
22:15–18; Psalm 2:7; Matthew 1:1). Moses foretold a
prophet like him to whom Israel would listen
(see Deuteronomy 18:15, 18) and Isaiah foretold an
anointed servant in whom God would be well-pleased
(see Isaiah 42:1). Jesus is this prophet and this servant, as
the Voice on the mountain tells us today.
By faith we have been made children of the covenant with Abraham (see Galatians 3:7–9; Acts 3:25). He
calls us, too, to a holy life, to follow His Son to the heavenly homeland He has promised. We know, as we sing in today’s Psalm, that we who hope in Him will be delivered
from death.
So like our father in faith, we go forth as the Lord
directs us: “Listen to Him!”
Scott Hahn, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology,
https://stpaulcenter.com/

Pray The “ACTS” Way:
A = Adoration
C = Confession
T = Thanksgiving
S = Supplication
“When we take the time to
pray through these four
steps, God promises to
bring about a peace that is
supernatural and beyond our
understanding.“ - Chip Ingram

Our Lenten Practice of
Penance and Almsgiving
may be expressed in the
following Tibetan
Proverb:

Eat Half
Walk Double
Laugh Triple
Love without Measure

WHERE IS GOD LEADING
YOU THIS LENT?
People go traveling in today’s readings- into the
mystery of God. “Go forth from the land of your kin…
to a land I will show you,” God says, calling Abram to a
new life. “I will make you a great nation,” promises
God. And just like that, “Abram went as the Lord directed him.”
Jesus takes Peter, James, and John up a mountain, where they see him transformed into a creature of
brilliant light, catching a glimpse of his divinity as he
holds conversation with Moses, representing the law,
and Elijah, representing the prophets. Then the apostles
hear God calling Jesus “beloved Son,” and calling them
to “listen to him.” Jesus will then lead them on the way
to Jerusalem.
Abram’s journey will end on another mountain,
where he is told to sacrifice his son; Jesus’ journey will
end on Calvary, nailed to a cross. The apostles each will
have their own journey to make into the future God has
opened for them.
Lent is a forty-day journey, taking us to a holy
place where we will renew our baptismal commitment
on Easter Sunday.
Where is God leading you this Lent?

Your Character, Your Fate.

In his book, Song of the Bird, Fr. Anthony de
Melo, SJ, writes about a wise man who once reflected
about himself: “I was a revolutionary when I was young
and all my prayer to God was ‘Lord, give me energy to
change the world.’ As I approached middle age and
realized that half my life was gone without changing a
single soul, I changed my prayer to; ‘Lord, give me the
grace to change all those who come in contact with me.
Just my FAMILY and FRIENDS, and I shall be
satisfied.’ Now that I am an old man and my days are
numbered, I have begun to see how foolish I have been.
My one prayer now is, ‘Lord, give me the grace to
change MYSELF.” If I had prayed for this right from the
start I should not have wasted my life.
This Sunday’s gospel message talks about
change which the wise man in the story prayed for.
Christ’s transfiguration is telling us that we too need to
be transfigured. As the old adage puts it: “Your
character is your fate.” We need to change constantly, to
change for the better. And the growth towards Christian
maturity is not a once-and-for-all experience and then
“living happily ever after.” Rather it is a matter of
continuing transfiguration, of continuing new acts of
faith as circumstances change, of continuing challenges
to choose between obedience and rebellion.
As we continue to resist changes in our lives,
let us be more like Abram, who chooses to trust God
and follow his will.
In order to change and completely trust in Christ,
we must listen to the voice of God
and undergo a conversion of heart.

A REMINDER:
Maintaining an Atmosphere
of Prayer in the Church flows
from genuine Reverence for
the Lord present in the
Blessed Sacrament whether
or not a Mass is going on.

The next Prayer Meeting at
“Phyl” ORTIZ’ house will be next
Tuesday, March 17, 2020.
Phyl’s Tel: 928-723-5538.
REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:
Complaints about sexual abuse by
a member of the clergy or by a
parish employee can be made by
contacting Lisa Petronis at 858490-8353 or at
www.sdcatholic.org.
Divorced, widowed,
and separated persons can register
now for a healing
Beginning Experience Weekend retreat May 1 – 3, 2020.
The weekend focuses on healing and moving beyond grief in a supportive and caring environment with
others that are going through and have
gone through the same experiences.
The retreat will be held at the beautiful
and serene Prince of Peace Abbey in
Oceanside, CA. If you know someone
experiencing the pain of loss, Beginning Experience can help. For further
information: BeginningExperienceSD@gmail.com or call Vicki Fach
(858)748-2273 or Nish Carmedy (330)
607-8774 (Spanish).

Collections for Parish Support:

(Feb. 29-Mar 1, 2020)
Sunday Mass collections:
$ 2,131.40
Ash Wednesday (Feb. 26):

$ 672.33

COFFEE & DONUTS
today in the Parish Hall
after the 7:30 AM Mass,
courtesy of the husband
and wife tandem of
STANLEY & PATRICIA
KRAJEWSKI.

Especially during LENT, we are asked to take the
practice of our faith to a next level. What does that mean?
As far as PRAYER LIFE is concerned, we may have our regular daily or weekly
schedule of prayers but during LENT we are asked to do more than our usual; as far as
FASTING or GIVING UP/ABSTAINING FROM SOMETHING is concerned, me may
have our usual giving up of something in order to facilitate our usual ALMSGIVING to
the needy or to the parish but during Lent we are asked to do more than the usual.
I.) As far as giving or contributing to our parish is concerned, among the immediate parish needs that I would like you to consider are the following:
In an effort to cut electrical cost, we are in the process of having sun
screening installed on 8 windows of the church. We have received an estimate
of $1,099.80, which includes installation. If you are interested in helping offset
some or all of the cost please let Fr. George know. If you want to know more
details about the project, you may also contact Robert Rodriguez (tel: 928-2618379).
II.) Your more than the usual may be done by participating in Diocesan
Campaigns:
* By joining the “40 Days for Life Spring Campaign,” promoted by the
Office for Life, Peace and Justice.
40 Days for Life Spring Campaign begins February 26th - April 5th.
Through prayer, fasting and prayer vigils, join the pro-life community to ask for
God’s intervention to end abortion. Abortion was the leading cause of death
worldwide in 2019. About 42 million babies were killed in this one year. Through
40 Days for Life, 16,742 babies have been saved from abortion, 104 abortion
facilities closed, and 196 abortion workers had a change of heart. Prayer vigils in
front of abortion clinics are planned at six locations in San Diego County. Check
the schedule for each location at 40daysforlife.com.
* By actively inviting single Catholic Men to join EXPLORER DAY to be
held on March 28, 2020 @ 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM. Explorer Day provides men
an opportunity to learn more about the priesthood and how to discern God’s call.
Contact Fr. Lauro Minimo 619-291-7446. LMinimo@sdcatholic.org.
III.) Your more than the usual study of the Scriptures may be done by
joining the Notre Dame Course on The Saint John’s Bible.
The McGrath Institute for Church Life at the University of Notre Dame is
offering a free online course featuring the Bible for parishes and congregations
to use during Lent. The course looks at the role of art in the Christian Life, examines the illuminations of the Bible, and provides guided experiences
of lectio and visio divina around the Scriptural texts. For more information and
to register, please visit: Office For Liturgy & Spirituality Liturgy Resources.
IV.) Or if you want to grow in your relationship with the Lord
by spending days of spiritual retreat, you may join the
CURSILLO OVERNIGHT RETREATS 2020: Men’s (June 4-7th);
Women’s (June 11-14th). Enjoy three days of learning, sharing,
praying, and making new friends. Location: Immaculate Conception St. Ann’s Hall & I.C. School. For more information, call:
Tunie Borunda (928-941-3821) or Irene Montoya (928-580-5285).
V.) Another way of doing more than the usual during this season is by
supporting the CATHOLIC RADIO OF YUMA FUNDRAISER DINNER on
Saturday, March 21st @ 6:00 P.M. at Yuma Art Center, 254 S Main St., Yuma,
AZ 85364. No host bar at 6:00 PM. Dinner served at 6:30 P.M. Keynote
Speaker: Jerry Usher. Tickets: $35 single; $60 couple. Available to
purchase online at YumaShowTickets.com or call 928-329-1700.

Darren S. Mattice
Funeral Director
Owner

928.782.9865
775 S 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ 85364

Darren@yumamortuary.com
www.yumamortuary.com

SOFT CLOTH
CAR WASH
Ride with pride;
drive a clean car!
900 South 4th Ave

783-3116

Trevor T. White

lawoffice@shadlelaw.com
Se habla Español • (928) 783-8321
833 E. Plaza Cir #100 • Yuma, AZ
Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law
Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship
Licensed in AZ & CA

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad today!
smassien@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6830

&
YUMA automotive
transmission SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala

928.783.6111

fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
yatracing45@hotmail.com
Yuma, AZ 85364

Call LPi today for advertising info
(800) 950-9952

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com

Saint Thomas Indian Mission Church, Winterhave, CA
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