ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION
Fort Yuma, California,

P. O. Box 1176,

Winterhaven, CA 92283-1176

SUNDAY MASSES (We follow AZ Time)
Saturday Vigil 4:30 PM
Sunday
7:30 AM
10:30 AM
Rosary may be prayed when the
Church opens at 2:00 PM.
Holy Hour before the Exposed
Blessed Sacrament every Saturday
from 3:00 PM to 4:00 PM.

The Divine Mercy Chaplet may be prayed together at the
start of the Holy Hour every first Saturday of the month.

Saturday
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Mondays, Tuesdays, & Fridays:
10 AM to 12 PM
3 PM to 5 PM
(Please call before coming)
Parish Office Telephone:
760-572-0283

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN:
Sat. — 2 pm to 6 pm
Sun. — 7 am to 12 pm
Behavior in the church
at all times must express
respect for the Lord
present in the Most
Blessed Sacrament.

Rev. Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor
Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org
Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com

March 15, 2020 * Third Sunday of Lent (A)
Exodus 17:3-7
Romans 5:1-2, 5-8
John 4:5-42

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
If today you hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.
THE MYSTERY OF FAITH
When we eat this Bread, and drink
this Cup, we proclaim your Death,
O Lord, until you come again.

JOURNEYSONGS
The Readings — 909
The Hymns:
Entrance: 690
Offertory: 696
Communion: 807
Recessional: 745

On

Fridays,

especially

in LENT.

Confessions
3:15 PM to 4 PM
UPCOMING
IMPORTANT
DATES:
March 26 (Thursday):
6:00 PM = Lenten Talk by Fr. George
(in the Church),
7:00 PM = Parish Penance Service
and Confessions (in the Church).
Three other priests will come and
help hear confessions.

HOLY WEEK:
April 5 (Palm Sunday) 15 minutes
before the usual start of each Sunday
Mass: Blessing of Palms followed by
procession into the church.
April 9 (Holy Thursday) 7:00 PM =
Mass of the Lord’s Supper.
April 10 (Good Friday) 3:00 PM =
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion.
April 11 (Holy Saturday) 8:00 PM =
Mass of Easter Vigil.
April 12 (Easter Sunday): Easter Sunday
Mass at 7:30 AM and at 10:30 AM.

Scripture
Focus

Pope Francis Announces Appointment
of Fr. Ramon Bejarano as
Auxiliary Bishop for the Diocese of San Diego
The Israelites’ hearts
Papal appointment announced at noon of February 27,
were hardened by their hard2020 in Rome; new Auxiliary Bishop will extend outreach
ships in the desert. Though
to growing Latino communities in San Diego and Imperial
they have seen His mighty
Counties and join existing leadership at the San Diego
deeds, in their thirst they grumble and put God to the test Catholic diocese.
in today’s First Reading—a crisis point recalled also in
"Today our local church of San Diego is profoundly
today’s Psalm.
blessed to receive a new Auxiliary Bishop who will work
Jesus is thirsty, too, in today’s Gospel. He thirsts for with me and Bishop John Dolan in leading the Catholic
communities of Imperial and San Diego counties,” said our
souls (see John 19:28). He longs to give the Samaritan
woman the living waters that well up to eternal life. These bishop the Most Rev. Robert McElroy, Roman Catholic
waters couldn’t be drawn from the well of Jacob, father of Bishop of San Diego.
Bishop-Elect Bejarano, 50, was born in Seagraves,
the Israelites and the Samaritans, but Jesus was something
Texas,
on
July 17, 1969, the son of José and María Elena
greater than Jacob (see Luke 11:31–32).
Bejarano.
His
family moved back to Mexico soon after his
The Samaritans were Israelites who escaped exile
birth, and he spent his early life in Aldama, Chihuahua,
when Assyria conquered the Northern Kingdom eight
México. Bishop-Elect Bejarano and his family moved to
centuries before Christ (see 2 Kings 17:6, 24–41). They
Tracy when he was 18. He immediately began working in
were despised for intermarrying with non-Israelites and
the farming fields in San Joaquin Valley to help support his
worshipping at Mount Gerazim, not Jerusalem. But Jesus
family. Two years later, Ramon was able to act on his long
tells the woman that the “hour” of true worship is coming,
standing desire to become a priest and applied to be a
when all will worship God in Spirit and truth.
seminarian for the Diocese of Stockton. Bishop-Elect
Jesus’ “hour” is the “appointed time” that Paul
Bejarano was ordained to the priesthood by the Most Rev.
speaks of in today’s Epistle. It is the hour when the Rock of Donald Montrose on August 15, 1998 for service in the
our salvation was struck on the Cross. Struck by the
Diocese of Stockton. He will be consecrated a bishop on
soldier’s lance, living waters flowed out from our Rock
Tuesday, April 21, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. Bishop-Elect Bejarano
(see John 19:34–37). These waters are the Holy Spirit
has two brothers, a sister and a mother who live in Texas.
(see John 7:38–39), the gift of God (see Hebrews 6:4).
His father passed away in 1995.
By the living waters the ancient enmities of SamariANNUAL LENTEN COLLECTION:
tans and Jews have been washed away, the dividing wall
Next weekend has been designated for the
between Israel and the nations is broken down
2020 Annual Lenten Collection. Special
(see Ephesians 2:12–14, 18). Since His hour, all may drink
envelopes will be distributed after today’s
of the Spirit in Baptism (see 1 Corinthians 12:13). In this
Mass for the collection, which supports the
works of Catholic Relief Services, the
Eucharist, the Lord now is in our midst—as He was at the
Church in Africa and the Church in Latin
Rock of Horeb and at the well of Jacob.
America. Please prepare to respond generously to this
In the “today” of our Liturgy, He calls us to believe: worthwhile collection.
“I am He,” come to pour out the love of God into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit. How can we continue to
THE CHRISM MASS
worship as if we don’t understand? How can our hearts
On Thursday, April 2, 2020, at 4:00 PM, at the Good
remain hardened? Scott Hahn, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, Shepherd parish in Mira Mesa (8200 Gold Coast Drive,
San Diego, 92126), our Bishop, Most Reverend Robert
https://stpaulcenter.com/
McElroy, will celebrate the Mass of Chrism together
with his clergy, that is to say, all the priests in the diocese
of San Diego. It is a sign of the unity and communion of
Our Lenten Practice of
Pray The “ACTS” Way:
the priests with their bishop. Ideally, each parish should be
A = Adoration
Penance and Almsgiving
represented not just by the pastor but by parishioners as
C = Confession
may be expressed in the
well. To insure this, the Bishop has asked each pastor to
T = Thanksgiving
following
Tibetan
designate parishioners who will attend the Chrism Mass
S = Supplication
and afterwards receive the Holy Oils.
Proverb:
“When we take the time to
I would like a volunteer from our parish ministers to
pray through these four
Eat Half
attend the Chrism Mass and receive the Holy Oils or to
steps, God promises to
lead a group from our parish if there are several who will
Walk Double
bring about a peace that is
attend the Mass. I need the names (at least of two minissupernatural and beyond our Laugh Triple
ters as leaders) within this week as I need to fill in and
understanding.“ - Chip Ingram Love without Measure
return the response form at the end of this week.

The Particular or Main Mission of St. Thomas Indian Mission is to provide Masses for those who come here for Sunday Mass. Thus, if
there is one ministry or participation of parishioners that is of utmost importance other than being one of those in the assembly at
Mass, it is the ministry that is done at the Mass. We need more sacristans/candle-bearers, lectors, cross-bearers, money collectors.
Rick Hirsch, one of our very active ministers, has graciously volunteered to continue assigning parishioners to the various ministries
mentioned above. I would really say I “pity” him for the great difficulty he encounters because only very few commit themselves to the
ministries mentioned above. I promised Rick I would try to announce once more and encourage qualified parishioners to join the ministry. Please consider joining any one of the ministries mentioned above. You may email me at saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com

During Lent we are asked to Take the Practice of
our Faith to a Higher Level. In concrete, consider the ff:

The next Prayer Meeting at
“Phyl” ORTIZ’ house will be next
Tuesday, March 17, 2020.
Phyl’s Tel: 928-723-5538.
REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:
Complaints about sexual abuse by
a member of the clergy or by a
parish employee can be made by
contacting Lisa Petronis at 858490-8353 or at
www.sdcatholic.org.
Divorced, widowed,
and separated persons can register
now for a healing
Beginning Experience Weekend retreat May 1 – 3, 2020.
The weekend focuses on healing and moving beyond grief in a supportive and caring environment with
others that are going through and have
gone through the same experiences.
The retreat will be held at the beautiful
and serene Prince of Peace Abbey in
Oceanside, CA. If you know someone
experiencing the pain of loss, Beginning Experience can help. For further
information: BeginningExperienceSD@gmail.com or call Vicki Fach
(858)748-2273 or Nish Carmedy (330)
607-8774 (Spanish).
Sunday Mass Collections:
March 7-8, 2020 = $ 1,565.00
And, thus far for the sun-screening
project we have received two
donations totaling $ 200.

COFFEE & DONUTS
today in the Parish Hall
after the 7:30 AM Mass,
courtesy of
MICHELLE STEFANI
and CRUZ SEVILLA.

As far as PRAYER LIFE is concerned, you may have your personal regular daily or
weekly schedule of prayers but during LENT you are asked to do more than the usual;
as far as FASTING or GIVING UP/ABSTAINING FROM SOMETHING is concerned,
you may have your usual giving up of something for your ALMSGIVING to the needy
or to the parish but during Lent you are asked to do more than the usual.
I.) As far as giving or contributing to our parish more than the usual is concerned,
among the immediate needs that I would like you to consider are the following:
1.) The installation of a sink-cum-cabinet and an exhaust fan in the laundry/
exercise room. We have received an estimate of $ 1,500.00 which includes all
labor and parts.
2.) In an effort to cut electrical cost, we are in the process of having sun
screening installed on 8 windows of the church. We have received an estimate
of $1,099.80, which includes installation. If you are interested in helping offset
some or all of the cost please let Fr. George know. If you want to know more
details about the project, you may also contact Robert Rodriguez (tel: 928-2618379).
II.) Your more than the usual may be done by participating in Diocesan
Campaigns, for instance, by actively inviting single Catholic Men to join
EXPLORER DAY to be held on March 28, 2020 @ 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM. Explorer Day provides men an opportunity to learn more about the priesthood and
how to discern God’s call. Contact Fr. Lauro Minimo 619-291-7446. LMinimo@sdcatholic.org.
III.) Your more than the usual study of the Scriptures may be done by
joining the Notre Dame Course on The Saint John’s Bible.
The McGrath Institute for Church Life at the University of Notre Dame is
offering a free online course featuring the Bible for parishes and congregations
to use during Lent. The course looks at the role of art in the Christian Life, examines the illuminations of the Bible, and provides guided experiences
of lectio and visio divina around the Scriptural texts. For more information and
to register, please visit: Office For Liturgy & Spirituality Liturgy Resources.
IV.) Or if you want to grow in your relationship with the Lord by spending
days of spiritual retreat, you may join the CURSILLO OVERNIGHT RETREATS 2020: Men’s (June 4-7th); Women’s (June 11-14th). Enjoy three
days of learning, sharing, praying, and making new friends. Location: Immaculate Conception St. Ann’s Hall & I.C. School. For more information, call: Tunie
Borunda (928-941-3821) or Irene Montoya (928-580-5285).
V.) Another way of doing more than the usual during this season is by supporting the CATHOLIC RADIO OF YUMA FUNDRAISER DINNER on Saturday, March 21st @ 6:00 P.M. at Yuma
Art Center, 254 S Main St., Yuma, AZ 85364. No host bar at 6:00
PM. Dinner served at 6:30 P.M. Keynote Speaker: Jerry Usher.
Tickets: $35 single; $60 couple. Available to purchase online
at YumaShowTickets.com or call 928-329-1700.

Darren S. Mattice
Funeral Director
Owner

928.782.9865
775 S 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ 85364

Darren@yumamortuary.com
www.yumamortuary.com

SOFT CLOTH
CAR WASH
Ride with pride;
drive a clean car!
900 South 4th Ave

783-3116

Trevor T. White

lawoffice@shadlelaw.com
Se habla Español • (928) 783-8321
833 E. Plaza Cir #100 • Yuma, AZ
Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law
Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship
Licensed in AZ & CA

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad today!
smassien@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6830

&
YUMA automotive
transmission SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala

928.783.6111

fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
yatracing45@hotmail.com
Yuma, AZ 85364

Call LPi today for advertising info
(800) 950-9952

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com

Saint Thomas Indian Mission Church, Winterhave, CA

A 4C 05-1147

