
ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION 

Fort Yuma, California,    P. O. Box 1176,    Winterhaven,  CA 92283-1176 

March 22, 2020 * Fourth Sunday of Lent 

As a step to hinder any potential spread of the corona virus – 
COVID-19 through parish worship, Masses in our diocese are 

cancelled until further notice from our Bishop, Robert McElroy. 
 

Thus, here at St. Thomas Indian Mission, we ask parishioners 
 to follow the weekend schedule as follows:  

 
1.)  Follow the Sunday Mass on TV or Radio. Video streamed Sun-
day Masses celebrated by priests and bishops of our diocese in Eng-
lish, Spanish, and Vietnamese every week, are accessible by linking 
to the diocesan website at sdcatholic.org. You may also follow the 
Mass on the TV channel EWTN as well as Radio Yuma. 
 
2.)  Then come to Church for Private Adoration of the Exposed 
Blessed Sacrament and other personal prayers. 
  
3.)  During these weeks that Mass is suspended, St. Thomas Indian 
Mission will be open:  
                   ** on Saturdays from 2:00 PM to 5:30 PM with the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed from 3:00 PM to 5:30 PM, and confessions from 
3:15 PM to 4:00 PM,  
       ** on Sundays from 7:30 AM to 11:30 AM with the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed from 7:30 AM to 8:30 AM and from 10:30 AM 
to 11:30 AM. 
 
4.)  Come to Church according to your convenience during the time 
the church is open. Don’t forget to keep “Social Distance” — 6 ft. --
from one another. No singing. No praying aloud. No group prayer.  
 
5.) Take a copy of the Sunday’s Parish Bulletin. Hopefully for a 
good material for reflection and meditation while you are in the 
Church, see especially page two (2) of the Bulletin which features 
Scripture Focus/Commentary on the readings. 
  
6.)  Once your private adoration, reflection, and other prayers are 
done, please leave the Church to prevent the group in the Church 
from becoming big at any given moment.  
 
 7.)  Please drop your contribution for parish support in the basket at 
the foot of the Altar. St. Thomas Indian Mission needs your gener-
ous help it lives the proverbial “hand-to-mouth” existence.  
 
8.)  This weekend there are 2 baskets at the foot of the Altar:        
one for the regular collection and the other for the Annual Lenten 
Collection.  

 

  Today has been designated for the  
2020 Annual Lenten Collection  

This collection supports the works of Catholic 
Relief Services, the Church in Africa and the 
Church in Latin America. You may designate 
your contribution to the causes listed on the 
collection envelope. 

Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor 

Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org 
Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com 

Parish Telephone:  760-572-0283  

All Catholics 14 years of age or older must abstain 
from meat (and items made with meat) on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday, and all Fridays of Lent. 
On all other Fridays of the year he or she may  
substitute some form of penance for abstinence.  

Pray The “ACTS” Way: 

A = Adoration 

C = Confession 
T = Thanksgiving 
S = Supplication  
  
“When we take the 
time to pray through 
these four steps, God 
promises to bring 
about a peace that is 
supernatural and be-
yond our understand-
ing. “ - Chip Ingram 

Our Lenten Practice 
of Penance and  

Almsgiving 
may be expressed in 

the following Tibetan  
Proverb: 

Eat Half 
Walk Double 
Laugh Triple 
Love without Measure 



Scripture Focus 
1 Samuel 16:1, 6–7, 10–13                                                       Psalm 23:1–6 

Ephesians 5:8–14                                    John 9:1–41 
God’s ways of seeing are not our ways, we hear 

in today’s First Reading. Jesus illustrates this in the Gos-
pel—as the blind man comes to see and the Pharisees 
are made blind. The blind man stands for all humanity. 
“Born totally in sin” he is made a new creation by the 
saving power of Christ. 

As God fashioned the first man from the clay of 
the earth (see Genesis 2:7), Jesus gives the blind man 
new life by anointing his eyes with clay (see John 9:11). 
As God breathed the spirit of life into the first man, the 
blind man is not healed until he washes in the waters of 
Siloam, a name that means “sent.” 

Jesus is the One “sent” by the Father to do the 
Father’s will (see John 9:4; 12:44). He is the new source 
of life-giving water—the Holy Spirit who rushes upon us 
in Baptism (see John 4:10; 7:38–39). This is the Spirit 
that rushes upon God’s chosen king David in today’s 
First Reading. A shepherd like Moses before him 
(see Exodus 3:1; Psalm 78:70–71), David is also a sign 
pointing to the good shepherd and king to come—Jesus 
(see John 10:11). 

The Lord is our shepherd, as we sing in today’s 
Psalm. By His death and Resurrection He has made a 
path for us through the dark valley of sin and death, 
leading us to the verdant pastures of the kingdom of life, 
the Church. 

In the restful waters of Baptism He has refreshed 
our souls. He has anointed our heads with the oil of Con-
firmation and spread the Eucharistic table before us, fill-
ing our cups to overflowing. With the once-blind man 
we enter His house to give God the praise, to renew our 
vow: “I do believe, Lord.” 

“The Lord looks into the heart,” we hear today. 
Let Him find us, as Paul advises in today’s Epistle, living 
as “children of light”—trying always to learn what is 
pleasing to our Father.       

Scott Hahn, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, 
https://stpaulcenter.com/ 

SIGNPOSTS 
Our first reading (1 Samuel 16) takes us back 1,000 
years before Christ. At that time Israel was ruled by 
King Saul, Israel’s first king. Saul had not pleased God, 
so God sent Samuel, his prophet, to anoint someone else 
who would be the future king after Saul died. That king 
would be David, son of Jesse from Bethlehem. All of 
Jesse’s sons had the dignity and physical characteristics 
of potentially good leaders, but the judgment Samuel 
had to make could not be guided by what he saw with 
his eyes. He had to see with his mind and heart under the 
inspiration of God’s Spirit. This reading from the Book 
of Samuel prepares us for the gospel where Jesus healed 
a man who was born blind by giving him the ability to 
see with his eyes. The man gradually came to see with 
his mind and heart who Jesus really was. He is contrast-
ed with the Jewish leaders who had eyes to see, but were 
blinded in their hearts by jealousy, pride, and arrogance.  

********** 
God sees what is in the depths of our hearts and ig-
nores the physical appearance. What’s on the outside 
doesn’t matter; it’s what’s on the inside that makes us 
pure and worthy of God’s eternal reward. 

********** 
There are many kinds of blindness. Spiritual blindness 
is the most dangerous. It hinders our ability to see our-
selves as God sees us.  

********** 
In the first reading, Samuel is initially blinded to 
what is in the heart. He allows physical appearance to 
govern how he chooses the next king of Israel. His vi-
sion is impaired because he sees as humans see and not 
as God sees. It was only when God rejected the sons 
brought before him that Samuel was challenged to look 
further. Once he looked more deeply, he could discern 
the real will of God. 

********** 
For the times we have preferred our way of seeing 
things instead of how God sees them, we ask God’s 
mercy. 

Transition to our Adoration of the Exposed 
Blessed Sacrament: In the fable The Little Prince, we 
hear, “Only with the heart does one see rightly. What 
is essential is invisible to the eye.” As we do our ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament today, we are remind-
ed that our eyes see bread, but our faith knows the 
presence of our Lord in his body, blood, soul, and  
divinity. May our spiritual communion of the Lord 
today open our eyes to God’s presence in our world. 

AS AT MASS the first part is the liturgy of the WORD, so today, please begin with the WORD, that is to say, 
you first read the Readings which are found on # 912 of Journey Songs; after that you read the Scripture focus 
and whatever else is on this Bulletin to facilitate your meditation and reflection on the Word of God which may 
lead you to understand and see clearly the concrete ways to take it to the level of practice in your daily life.   
AND, AS AT MASS the liturgy of the Word is followed by the liturgy of the Eucharist/Communion, so today, 
let your reflection on the Word of God be followed by your adoration of the Lord present in the Exposed 
Blessed Sacrament which hopefully will have its climax in your SPIRITUAL COMMUNION of the Lord.  



REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:  
 Complaints about sexual abuse by 

a member of the clergy or by a 
parish employee can be made by 
contacting Lisa Petronis at  858-

490-8353 or at 
www.sdcatholic.org. 

GENERAL INTERCESSIONS 

As we continue our journey through 
this season of Lent, we are met with 
the question of who is worthy in 
God’s eyes. The Israelites and the 
Pharisees never thought David would 
be chosen king or that Jesus would 
heal the man born blind. Worthiness 
may be found not in reputation or ped-
igree or appearance, but in one’s heart. 
And so, in the silence of our hearts, let 
us pray for ourselves and for all who 
need to be seen with God’s eyes. 
 
For those who are suffering in the cur-
rent outbreak of sickness that they 
might be healed, and for the happy 
repose of all who have died from this 
sickness in recent weeks, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
 
For scientists, health professionals, 
public officials, and all who are serv-
ing the common good in this difficult 
and uncertain time, that they will be 
filled with wisdom and understanding, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
 
That in times of illness our merciful 
and loving Father will strengthen our 
faith and trust in his goodness and  
divine providence, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 
That our compassionate Father may 
touch all affected by the current out-
break with healing and peace, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
 
For very personal intentions . . . . . 

During Lent we are asked to Take the Practice of 
our Faith to a Higher Level. In concrete, consider the ff: 

                  As far as PRAYER LIFE  is concerned, you may have your personal regular daily or 
weekly schedule of prayers but during LENT you are asked to do more than the usual; 
as far as FASTING or GIVING UP/ABSTAINING FROM SOMETHING is concerned, 
you may have your usual giving up of something for your ALMSGIVING to the needy 
or to the parish but during Lent you are asked to do more than the usual.  
  
I.)  As far as giving or contributing to our parish more than the usual is concerned, 
among the immediate needs that I would like you to consider are the following: 
1.) The installation of a sink-cum-cabinet and an exhaust fan in the laundry/
exercise room. We have received an estimate of $ 1,500.00 which includes all 
labor and parts.                       
2.) In an effort to cut electrical cost, we are in the process of having sun   
screening installed on 8 windows of the church.  We have received an estimate 
of $1,099.80, which includes installation.  If you are interested in helping offset 
some or all of the cost please let Fr. George know. If you want to know more 
details about the project, you may also contact Robert Rodriguez (tel: 928-261-
8379). 

 
II.) Your more than the usual may be done by participating in Diocesan         
Campaigns, for instance, by actively inviting single Catholic Men to join 
EXPLORER DAY to be held on March 28, 2020 @ 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM.  Ex-
plorer Day provides men an opportunity to learn more about the priesthood and 
how to discern God’s call. Contact Fr. Lauro Minimo 619-291-7446. LMin-
imo@sdcatholic.org. 

  
III.) Your more than the usual study of the Scriptures may be done by   
joining the Notre Dame Course on The Saint John’s Bible.  

The McGrath Institute for Church Life at the University of Notre Dame is 

offering a free online course featuring the Bible for parishes and congregations 

to use during Lent. The course looks at the role of art in the Christian Life, exam-

ines the illuminations of the Bible, and provides guided experiences 

of lectio and visio divina around the Scriptural texts.  For more information and 

to register, please visit: Office For Liturgy & Spirituality Liturgy Resources. 

 

IV.) Or if you want to grow in your relationship with the Lord by spending 

days of spiritual retreat, you may join the  CURSILLO OVERNIGHT RE-

TREATS 2020: Men’s (June 4-7th); Women’s (June 11-14th). Enjoy three 

days of learning, sharing, praying, and making new friends. Location: Immacu-

late Conception St. Ann’s Hall & I.C. School. For more information, call: Tunie 

Borunda (928-941-3821) or Irene Montoya (928-580-5285). 

 

V.) Another way of doing more than the usual during this sea-

son is by supporting the CATHOLIC RADIO OF YUMA FUND-

RAISER DINNER on   Saturday, March 21st @ 6:00 P.M. at Yuma 

Art Center, 254 S Main St., Yuma, AZ 85364. No host bar at 6:00 

PM. Dinner served at 6:30 P.M. Keynote Speaker: Jerry Usher. 

Tickets: $35 single; $60 couple. Available to purchase online 

at YumaShowTickets.com or call 928-329-1700. 

Sunday Mass Collections: 

March 14-15, 2020 = $ 1,536.00 
 

Hospitality: 
March 7-8 and 14-15 = $ 50.00 

 
And, for the 

sun-screening 
project we re-
ceived another 

donation for 
$100, bringing 

the present 
total to  $ 400.  

+BISHOP GILBERT CHAVEZ IS NOW IN GOD’S ETERNAL KINGDOM.  
Last Monday, Bishop McElroy announced it as follows: “It is with a sense of deepest 
sadness that I announce the death of Bishop Gilbert Chavez yesterday morning (March 
15th) at Nazareth House. I was able to offer the prayers of commendation with the Bish-
op's family immediately after his death . . .  As many of you know, Bishop Chavez was 
only the second Hispanic bishop appointed in the United States, and thus was part of the 
foundational episcopal leadership that forged the pathway for a Church in which the Latino 
community forms the very heart of the Catholic community in our nation.” 
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