
ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION 

Fort Yuma, California,    P. O. Box 1176,    Winterhaven,  CA 92283-1176 

March 29, 2020 * Fi h Sunday of Lent (A) 

Public Masses in our diocese continue to be cancelled until    
further notice from our Bishop, Robert McElroy. 

 
Thus, here at St. Thomas Indian Mission, we ask parishioners 

 to follow the weekend schedule as follows:  
 
1.)  Follow the Sunday Mass on TV or Radio. Video streamed Sun-
day Masses celebrated by priests and bishops of our diocese in Eng-
lish, Spanish, and Vietnamese every week, are accessible by linking 
to the diocesan website at sdcatholic.org. Those whose only access 
is radio, tune in to JP2 Radio (John Paull II Radio) which broadcasts 
from El Centro on Sundays an English Mass at 10 AM and              
a Spanish Mass at 12 noon.. 
 
2.)  And you come to Church for Private Adoration of the Exposed 
Blessed Sacrament and other personal prayers. 
  
3.)  During these weeks that Mass is suspended, St. Thomas Indian 
Mission will be open:  
                   ** on Saturdays from 2:00 PM to 5:30 PM with the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed from 3:00 PM to 5:30 PM, and confessions 
from 3:15 PM to 4:00 PM,  
       ** on Sundays from 7:30 AM to 11:30 AM with the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed from 7:30 AM to 8:30 AM and from 10:30 AM 
to 11:30 AM. 
                     ** Moreover, Fr. George will hear confessions during the 
last 20 minutes of each Holy Hour, that is to say, from 5:10 to 
5:30 PM on Saturdays, and 8:10 to 8:30 and 11:10 to 11:30 AM 
on Sundays. 
 
4.)  While in Church don’t forget to keep “Social Distance” — 6 ft. 
distance between persons. No singing. No praying aloud. No group 
prayer. Read the reflections and commentaries in the BULLETIN. 
  
5.)  Please be aware that we have been told that the number of 
people in the Church at any moment should not exceed 10.   
 
 7.)  Please drop your contribution for parish support in the bas-
ket at the foot of the Altar. St. Thomas Indian Mission needs your 
help as it is living the proverbial “hand-to-mouth” existence.  
 
8.)  Next Sunday is Palm Sunday. At a private Mass Fr. George will bless 
palm branches which a erwards will be placed on the altar for you to 
pick up when you come  on Palm Sunday for your individual Visit to the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Sunday Mass Collections: 
March 21-22, 2020 = $ 797.00 
Annual Lenten Collection:          

$ 890.00 
And, for the sun-screening 

project we received another donation for 
$100, bringing the present total to $ 500.  

Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa, Pastor 

Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org 
Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com 

Parish Telephone:  760-572-0283  

All Catholics 14 years of age or older must abstain 
from meat (and items made with meat) on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday, and all Fridays of Lent. 
On all other Fridays of the year he or she may  
substitute some form of penance for abstinence.  

“It is important to 
emphasize the 
reality of Spiritual  
Communion for 
our faithful at this 
time, and the  
power of God to 
shower us with 
the same grace of 
His presence even 
when the physical 
gift of the Eucha-
rist is impossible.” 
— Bishop Robert 

McElroy  

Dear Parishioners, as you 
well know, our parish is 
economically challenged. 
Our income is most closely 
tied to cash in the collection 
basket. We live a “hand-to-
mouth” existence. We can-
not afford to even have  
petty cash for on-the-spot 
charity purposes. Please 
mail in your Sunday contri-
bution if you cannot come. 
We will try to set up 
“online giving” too. 
 —Fr. George of the Desert  



Scripture Focus 
 Ezekiel 37:12–14         Romans 8:8–11              John 11:1–45 

As we draw near to the end of Lent, to-
day’s   Gospel clearly has Jesus’ passion and 
death in view. That’s why John gives us the de-
tail about Lazarus’ sister, Mary—that she is the 
one who anointed the Lord for burial (see John 
12:3, 7). His disciples warn against     returning to 
Judea; Thomas even predicts they will “die with 
Him” if they go back. 

When Lazarus is raised, John no ces the 
tombstone being taken away, as well as Lazarus’ 
burial cloths and head covering—all details he 
later no ces with    Jesus’ empty tomb (see John 
20:1, 6, 7). Like the blind man in last week’s 
readings, Lazarus represents all      humanity. He 
stands for “dead man”—for all those Jesus loves 
and wants to liberate from the bands of sin and 
death. John even recalls the blind man in his ac-
count today (see John 11:37). Like the man’s 
birth in blindness, Lazarus’ death is used by Jesus 
to reveal “the glory of God” (see John 9:3). And 
again like last week, Jesus’ words and deeds give 
sight to those who believe (see John 11:40). 

If we believe, we will see—that Jesus 
loves each of us as He loved Lazarus, that He 
calls us out of death and into new life. By His 
Resurrec on Jesus has fulfilled Ezekiel’s promise 
in today’s First Reading. He has opened the 
graves that we may rise, put His Spirit in us that 
we may live. This is the Spirit that Paul writes of 
in today’s Epistle. The same Spirit that raised 
Jesus from the dead will give life to us who were 
once dead in sin. 

Faith is the key. If we believe as Martha 
does in today’s Gospel—that Jesus is the resur-
rec on and the life—even if we die, we will live. 
“I have promised and I will do it,” the Father as-
sures us in the First Reading. We must trust in 
His word, as we sing in today’s Psalm—that with 
Him is forgiveness and salva on. 

Sco  Hahn, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology, 
h ps://stpaulcenter.com/ 

SIGNPOSTS 
In today’s Gospel story of the raising of Lazarus, we are con-

fronted with a crucial question that Jesus asked Martha and us today: 
“I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he 
dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” 

This goes beyond simply believing that Jesus rose from the 
dead. It is to accept that our religion rests on the pattern of death and 
resurrection at every stage of our lives. We all experience many loss-
es in life, little deaths, things that we have to grieve for. It could be 
our health, our job, our security or the loss of something that meant a 
lot to us, or our present experience of the pandemic corona virus 
COVID-19. We have to trust that in these sufferings God can bring 
life out of death. This is what is meant by the Easter mystery that we 
are preparing to celebrate. This is the hope that we are to live by and 
that gives new life to all of us.  

 
********** 

                         Thus, a way to understand the meaning of the difficult situations 
that a faithful Christian may find himself in is by further reflecting on 
the Lazarus account. Sometimes the question is asked: If those who 
die believing in Christ live with him in heaven, why did Christ have to 
raise his friend Lazarus and ten days later he himself would die on the 
Cross? He could have spared his friend Lazarus the painful experience 
of witnessing his death on the cross?  
                            Jesus raised Lazarus precisely in order to share with him his 
suffering on the Cross which is a redemptive suffering and gateway to 
eternal life. Jesus loved him so much he wanted him, and us too, to 
experience it. Christ showed that his suffering and death was for    
others, for us. When we accept our sufferings as a participation in 
Christ’s suffering for others, it can become redemptive. We are re-
minded of the stigmata that St. Francis of Assisi had, which was his 
participation in the redemptive suffering of Christ. I am reminded too 
of the following experience which I would like to share with you: 
                            I was then a doctoral student in Rome. One day, a missionary to 
South Korea who was a friend of mine phoned me to say he was in 
Rome accompanying a devout lady from Korea for an audience with 
the Pope. According to my priest friend, the lady had a special devo-
tion to Jesus Crucified and her prayer was that she might share in the 
Lord’s sufferings for the sake of others. In Korea she had many expe-
riences of pain which led to the miraculous healing of the sick. My 
priest friend said that it had just happened in Rome too, shortly before 
his phone call to me. “Their group of five persons from Korea,” he 
said, “were having dinner in a restaurant when the Korean lady sud-
denly felt an excruciating pain in her leg; she was writhing in pain and 
the words that came out of her were ‘thank you Jesus, thank you,   
Jesus.’ A few minutes after that, a lady at another table in the far end 
of the restaurant stood up and cried out saying, “O my God, I can 
walk now. O my God, after so many years of walking on crutches, I 
can walk now without crutches!!!”  
                       Our suffering becomes redemptive when we see it as our 
participation in Christ’s compassion, his suffering for others. 

AS AT MASS the first part is the liturgy of the WWORD, so today, you may begin with the WORD, that is to say, 
you first read the Readings which are found on ## 915 of Journey Songs; after that you read the reflections on pages 
2-3 of this Bulletin to facilitate your meditation and reflection on the Word of God which may lead you to under-
stand and see clearly the concrete ways to take it to the level of practice in your daily life.  AND, AS AT MASS  the 
liturgy of the Word is followed by the liturgy of the EEucharist/Communion, so today, let your reflection on the 
Word of God be followed by your aadoration of the Lord present in the Blessed Sacrament — just be silent to      
facilitate your consciousness of the Lord’s presence and thus your  SPIRITUAL COMMUNION of the Lord.   



REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:  
 Complaints about sexual abuse by 
a member of the clergy or by a par-
ish employee can be made by con-
tacting Lisa Petronis at  858-490-
8353 or at www.sdcatholic.org. 

The Lazarus Account in  
Eucharistic Language:  

 
                We are so used to saying that at 
Mass the bread and wine become 
the body and blood of Christ. We 
forget that first of all, as we learned 
in our younger age, at Mass Jesus 
becomes bread and wine to be 
shared with others. When Jesus 
says do this in memory of me, he is 
saying become bread and wine for 
others.  
 
Let us pray for others 
and for ourselves: 
 
That the one, holy, catholic, and apos-
tolic Church continue to proclaim the 
value of human life, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 
That the nations of the world know the 
love and peace of Jesus, who wept for 
Lazarus, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For those who are suffering in the cur-
rent outbreak of COVID-19 that they 
might be healed, and for the happy 
repose of all who have died from this 
sickness in recent weeks, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
 
For scientists, health professionals, 
public officials, and all who are serv-
ing the common good in this difficult 
and uncertain time, that they will be 
filled with wisdom and understanding, 
let us pray to the Lord. 
 
That in times of illness our merciful 
and loving Father will strengthen our 
faith and trust in his goodness and  
divine providence, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 
That our compassionate Father may 
touch all affected by the current out-
break with healing and peace, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
 
For all those who have recommended 
themselves to our prayers . . . . 
 
For very personal intentions . . . . . 

During Lent we are asked to Take the Practice of 
our Faith to a Higher Level. In concrete, consider the ff: 

                  As far as PRAYER LIFE  is concerned, you may have your personal regular daily or 
weekly schedule of prayers but during LENT you are asked to do more than the usual; 
as far as FASTING or GIVING UP/ABSTAINING FROM SOMETHING is concerned, 
you may have your usual giving up of something for your ALMSGIVING to the needy 
or to the parish but during Lent you are asked to do more than the usual.  
  
I.)  As far as giving or contributing to our parish more than the usual is concerned, 
among the immediate needs that I would like you to consider are the following: 
1.) The installation of a sink-cum-cabinet and an exhaust fan in the laundry/
exercise room of the rectory. We have received an estimate of $ 1,500.00 which 
includes all labor and parts.                       

2.) In an effort to cut electrical cost, we are in the process of having sun   
screening installed on 8 windows of the church.  We have received an estimate 
of $1,099.80, which includes installation.  If you are interested in helping offset 
some or all of the cost please let Fr. George know. If you want to know more 
details about the project, you may also contact Robert Rodriguez (tel: 928-261-
8379). 

  
III.) Your more than the usual study of the Scriptures may be done by   
joining the Notre Dame Course on The Saint John’s Bible.  

The McGrath Institute for Church Life at the University of Notre Dame is 
offering a free online course featuring the Bible for parishes and congregations 
to use during Lent. The course looks at the role of art in the Christian Life, exam-
ines the illuminations of the Bible, and provides guided experiences 
of lectio and visio divina around the Scriptural texts.  For more information and 
to register, please visit: Office For Liturgy & Spirituality Liturgy Resources. 
 
IV.) Or if you want to grow in your relationship with the Lord by spending 
days of spiritual retreat, you may join the  CURSILLO OVERNIGHT RE-
TREATS 2020: Men’s (June 4-7th); Women’s (June 11-14th). Enjoy three 
days of learning, sharing, praying, and making new friends. Location: Immacu-
late Conception St. Ann’s Hall & I.C. School. For more information, call: Tunie 
Borunda (928-941-3821) or Irene Montoya (928-580-5285). 

Based on the latest informa on from the Bishop:  

Our weekend Church schedule continues, featuring Holy Hour instead of Mass. 
However, the parish office is closed. One may telephone the parish  office and leave 
a message.  

No parish representa ves will be sent to the Chrism Mass as the Chrism Mass will 
only be celebrated by the Bishops and the Holy Oils delivered to the different     
parishes a erwards.  

The special celebra ons of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Vigil will only 
be celebrated by the Bishops and video streamed and accessible by linking to the 
diocesan website sdcatholic.org.  

The Chris an Ini a on of Esther Herrera, and the Confirma on of Zoey Rico,  
Joshua Hayes, and Marco Porchas which would have been at the Easter Vigil is 
hereby postponed to Pentecost (May 31st).  

The First Communion of Cooper Lee Nagy and Amaiyah Decorse will have to be 
rescheduled too, to as yet an unspecified date.  

All the candidates/students men oned above will con nue to receive from their 
respec ve catechists remote-learning materials. 



Trevor T. White
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