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Acts 2:14, 36–41                       Psalm 23:1–6 
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 Today is sometimes called Good 

Shepherd Sunday. Jesus tells us that 

his sheep recognize his voice.  

There are many strange  voices in our 

world today and sometimes it is difficult to discern a true voice 

from the false.  

Let us spend some moments every day to focus on being alone 

with Jesus in the quiet of our minds and hearts to LISTEN to him, 

to HEAR his voice, so that in face of different voices in the world, 

we will know only his voice and follow no other. 

                       In Jesus’ time, the sheep n the flock were more like part 
of the shepherd’s family. The animals were almost treated like 
pets and were even given individual names. Living their days to-
gether, the sheep and the shepherd bonded. They became one. The 
sheep came to know only the voice of their shepherd. They would 
follow no other.  
                    As members of Jesus’ flock, we are called to do the same.  
 In 1851, Joseph Scrivens said it very well when he wrote his now 

well-loved hymn to the Good Shepherd: What a friend we have 

in Jesus, all our griefs and sins to bear! What a privilege to carry 

everything to God in prayer!  

********** 
                        A second image Jesus used in today’s gospel is that he is 

the gate of the sheepfold. Whoever goes in and out through him 

will be safe and find pasture.  

                     Gates serve the same function as doors. They let us in our 

homes where we find safety and family. They let us go out so we 

can meet friends or make a living or buy things we need or make 

something fun.  They close out people who shouldn’t be there.  

                      Jesus is telling us as doors and gates are important so is he. 

When he is part of our goings and comings, when we make him 

central in our lives, when we ask his blessing on all our activities, 

our life will be secure and our happiness will be ensured. 

Let Us Patronize the Businesses         
of our Sponsors 

The printing of our Bulletin is free because of 
our sponsors. Let us show our gratitude by  pat-
ronizing their businesses. Whenever you need 
something, please look first at the back cover 
of our Bulletin to see if one of our sponsors car-
ries what you need. Moreover, whenever you 
can, please invite other businesses to advertise 
in our Bulletin. At the bottom of the back cover 
of our Bulletin you will find the following:  
For ad info, call 1-800-950-9952 or visit                          
                                                                                                         www.4lpi.com  

Printed copies of this Parish Bulletin       

are available at our parish grotto of        

Mama Mary. 

See page three (3) of this Bulletin for a guide 
to “An  Easy Way to GIVE ONLINE. 

To those whose recent attempt to give online 

was rejected: We learned that starting last 

April 15
th

 Parishsoft stopped the operation of 

our online giving due to a miscommunication 

regarding monthly fee. We have solved the 

little problem and since April 27
th

 (Monday) 

our “online giving” is on again as we adapted 

AUTOPAY as our method of payment.  

There is a saying that goes: “If you can’t sleep, don’t count 
sheep. Talk to the Shepherd.” Talking to the Shepherd means pray-
ing. It means having the confidence to turn our worries over to Jesus -
--   to know that he is the good shepherd and he will take care of us.  



  WHAT ARE WE TO DO?  

Easter’s empty tomb is a call to conversion. By 
this tomb, we should know for certain that God has 
made Jesus both Lord and Messiah, as Peter preaches in 
today’s First Reading. 

He is the “Lord,” the divine Son that David fore-
saw at God’s right hand (see Psalm 3; 110:1; 132:10–11; 
and Acts 2:34). And He is the Messiah that God had 
promised to shepherd the scattered flock of the house 
of Israel (see Ezekiel 34:11–14, 23; 37:24). 

As we hear in today’s Gospel, Jesus is that Good 
Shepherd, sent to a people who were like sheep with-
out a shepherd (see Mark 6:34; Numbers 27:16–17). He 
calls not only to the children of Israel, but to all those 
far off from Him—to whomever the Lord wishes to hear 
His voice. The call of the Good Shepherd leads to the 
restful waters of Baptism, to the anointing oil of Confir-
mation, and to the table and overflowing cup of the Eu-
charist, as we sing in today’s Psalm. 

Again on this Sunday in Easter, we hear His voice 
calling us His own. He should awaken in us the response 
of those who heard Peter’s preaching. “What are we to 
do?” they cried. We have been baptized. But each of us 
goes astray like sheep, as we hear in today’s Epistle. We 
still need daily to repent, to seek forgiveness of our sins, 
to separate ourselves further from this corrupt genera-
tion. 

We are called to follow in the footsteps of the 
Shepherd of our souls. By His suffering He bore our sins 
in His body to free us from sin. But His suffering is also 
an example for us. From Him we should learn patience 
in our afflictions, to hand ourselves over to the will of 
God. 

Jesus has gone ahead, driven us through the 
dark valley of evil and death. His Cross has become the 
narrow gate through which we must pass to reach His 
empty tomb—the verdant pastures of life abundant. 
                                                           — Scott Hahn, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology,    

                                                                                                          https://stpaulcenter.com/ 

Listen to THE voice of 
the GOOD SHEPHERD 

 
            The historical background of the Good Shepherd 
discourse of Jesus (found in John chapter 10) is the 
book of Ezekiel chapter 34 where God harshly        
criticizes and rejects the leaders (shepherds) of Israel. 
They have failed on almost every count, feeding on the 
sheep instead of feeding the sheep (Ez 34:3). God    
declares that He will now take over the task of      
shepherding the sheep, guiding them and caring for 
them.  
                           Jesus, who is the Son of God, now declares that 
he is that good shepherd. “His sheep hear his voice . . . 
he walks ahead of them . . . and the sheep follow him 
because they recognize his voice.” 
                          When the Risen Lord Jesus breathes his Spirit 
into his disciples on Easter Sunday, Christianity is in-
augurated, that is to say, the Lord Jesus continues the 
task of shepherding, not anymore by his physical   
presence in the form of a human being but by his   
presence in each individual who allows the Lord’s 
Spirit into his being.  
                         At our baptism we allowed the Spirit of the Risen 
Lord into ourselves, and we pronounced our baptismal 
promise to allow His Spirit to use us. As St. Paul    
proclaims: “It is no longer I who live, but it is Christ 
who lives in me; in so far as I now live in the flesh, I 
live by faith in the Son of God who has loved me and 
given himself up for me” (Gal 2:20). 
                              It is the Risen Lord who lives in us that we talk 
to and listen to in our prayerful discernment to know if 
our decisions and actions are really in consonance with 
our baptismal promise that is summarized in the above 
quote from Gal 2:20 or also in the words “In him we 
live and move and exist” (Acts 17:28).  
                          This is the reason the Church asks us to spend 
time for contemplation, perhaps a Holy Hour before 
the Blessed Sacrament and spend most of it in silence, 
in listening to the Lord in us.  
                           If we do not go deep enough into ourselves to 
listen to the voice of the Risen Lord in us, then what 
we consider as the fruit of our discernment may       
actually be our human thoughts that have not touched 
the divine in us.  

“It is important to emphasize the reality of Spiritual Communion for our faithful at this time,  
and the  power of God to shower us with the same grace of His presence  

even when the physical gift of the Eucharist is impossible.”      — Bishop Robert McElroy  

Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person — 
the Risen Lord, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction.  

 
********** 

We can connect the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus with events in our own lives---as well as the image 

of the sheepfold to come---in order to understand why our celebration of Easter is meant to last a lifetime. 



WE URGENTLY NEED YOUR SUPPORT!  
Our parish needs your generous 

help as it is really economically chal-
lenged. Our income is most closely tied to 
cash in the collection basket.  

   
You may mail in your Sunday contribution/tithe to:  
                                     St. Thomas Indian Mission,  
                                     P. O. Box 1176, Winterhaven, CA 92283. 

  
Or, if it’s easier for you to come to St. Thomas Indian      
Mission, you may drop by the rectory entrance and 
                                      throw far or deep into the padlocked porch         
                                     your contribution in an envelope. I regularly         
                                     go to the  porch and check. 

 
Or, you may give online: To give online, Go to:  

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stimc 
 
To Register for an account: 

1. Click on SIGN IN. 
2. Click on REGISTER FOR AN ACCOUNT. 
3. Enter the information requested. 
4. Click REGISTER- a confirmation email will be sent 

with your login credentials. 
 

Can’t remember your Password? 
From the SIGN IN option, click on Forgot Password 
and a temporary password 
will be emailed to the email address you list. Once 
you sign in with the Temporary Password, it will 
prompt you to create your own password. 

 
To Make a Donation: 

1. If you have already set up a user email and password, 
click on SIGN IN. 

2. For a One-Time donation, click on the Fund drop 
down box and choose Tithe/Weekly Offering. 

3. Enter the amount. 
4. Click on SUBMIT. 
5. If you wish to make this a RECURRING GIFT, click 

on the box listed, (then follow the directions below) 
otherwise choose CREDIT CARD or BANK        
ACCOUNT. 

6. Enter your card (the card may be a credit or debit card- 
gift cards and pre-paid cards will not process) or 
bank information. 

7. Enter your billing information. 
8. Click Submit. An email will be sent to the email you 

listed as a receipt of confirmation. 
 

Dear parishioners, I hope and pray you continue to be doing 
well and staying healthy.  May the Good Shepherd keep us 
and the whole world in his care. 
 With my priestly blessing, Fr. George of the Desert, Pastor. 

   SILENT AUCTION 
                                 Once things shall have stabilized, when the 
situation shall have been back to normal, we will 
hold a silent auction of some objects that are ly-
ing around the   rectory, church, parish hall — 
such objects as statues, paintings, old chalices, 
safe, etc.. Sometime ago some parishioners     
suggested that we hold a silent auction of them 
to raise funds for our coffers. A very good idea. 
                          Some of you may also have some interesting 
or fascinating objects that you would like to dis-
pose; you can donate them to the church to be 
included in the silent auction. I am announcing 
this now because, as also suggested by a parish-
ioner, looking for such objects in the cellar or attic 
of your homes may be a good exercise/activity 
while under lockdown.  

CONFIRMATIONS SCHEDULED FOR  

MAY 31st ARE CANCELLED. 
                      Bishop McElroy made the announcement after 

consultation with the Deans. He added: “We will mon-

itor this situation and discern when to celebrate the 

sacrament effectively and as soon as possible.”  Thus 

we will have to wait for further notice from the dio-

cese. Once a final date is given for the Christian initia-

tion of Esther Herrera and Confirmation of  Zoey Rico, 

Joshua Hayes, and Marco Navarro, that will also be the 

date for the First Communion of Cooper Lee Nagy and 

Amaiyah Decorse.   

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE: Complaints 

about sexual abuse by a member of the clergy 
or by a parish employee can be made by con-
tacting Lisa Petronis at  
858-490-8353 or at www.sdcatholic.org. 

SCAM ALERT. It appears that hackers 

have accessed several published diocesan 
documents and used them to send scam email 
and social media messages purportedly from 
Bishop McElroy asking for assistance. These 
messages are NOT from Bishop McElroy, they 
are fraudulent and should be ignored.   

MAILING ADDRESSES OF PARISHIONERS 
Some of the letters to parishioners that we mailed last 
March have been returned. As we would like to update 
the mailing addresses of our parishioners, we request 
the following to please send us their respective correct 
mailing addresses: 

(1) Irene Lett, (2) John and Gail Inman,  

(3) Michelle Stefani, (4) Francis & Karen Sanregret,  



Trevor T. White
lawoffice@shadlelaw.com

Se habla Español • (928) 783-8321 
833 E. Plaza Cir #100 • Yuma, AZ

Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law

Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship 

Licensed in AZ & CA
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Darren S. Mattice 
Funeral Director 

Owner

928.782.9865
775 S 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ 85364

Darren@yumamortuary.com
www.yumamortuary.com

automotive &
transmissionYUMA SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala
yatracing45@hotmail.com

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com

928.783.6111
fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
Yuma, AZ 85364

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad today! 
smassien@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6830

SOFT CLOTHSOFT CLOTH
CAR WASHCAR WASH

Ride with pride;
drive a clean car!

900 South 4th Ave

783-3116


