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  Acts of the Apostles   6:1-7 

  Psalm 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 

  1 Peter 2:4-9 

  John 14:1-12 

         Today we honor our mothers, grandmothers, godmothers, 
and all who have been like mothers to us. Peter’s words in today’s 
second reading apply to many of them, for they 
have been cornerstones in our lives, chosen and 
precious. In the Gospel Jesus teaches his      
disciples that he shows the way to his Father. 
Many of us were shown the way to faith by our 
mothers. Let us pray for them today.  

UNDERSTANDING THE WORD 

Today’s first reading addresses one of the challenges of 
the early Church involving the Hebrews (Jewish Christians who 
spoke almost exclusively Aramaic), and the Hellenists (Jewish 
Christians whose mother tongue was Greek). At issue is not a 
point of doctrine but some practical matter, in this case, the ques-
tion of service to the widows and the poor. The entire group of 
apostles, known as the Twelve, addresses the problem. Besides 
this collegiality, the community practiced subsidiarity, for the 
community selected men to exercise the ministry. It is instructive 
to note that this role was created because there was a need in the 
local community. The church is always able to create (or suppress) 
ministries according to the needs of the Christian faithful.  
                                    The experience of that early apostolic community shows 
also that to be a Christian is not simply a matter of belief in a set 
of truths. It always involves service.  

******************** 
                             In today’s second reading, we have another powerful image 
of the church. Christians are like stones, chosen and precious, built 
into a “spiritual house” with Jesus Christ as the cornerstone. The 
cornerstone of the building controls the shape and design of the 
edifice. Thus the structure founded with Christ as cornerstone  
contains “a royal race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
of his own.”  
                          Here is expressed a rich theology of the priesthood of all the 
baptized. The Catholic tradition insists that the ordained priesthood 
and the priesthood of the laity are different in kind but they are 
both seen as a sharing in the one priesthood of Christ. It is this 
common priesthood that forms the basis of church teaching that 
the whole assembly offers the sacrifice of the Mass. We all, or-
dained and non-ordained, share in the priestly ministry of Christ.  

REPORTING SEXUAL ABUSE:  
Complaints about sexual abuse by a mem-
ber of the clergy or by a parish employee 
can be made by contacting Lisa Petronis at  
858-490-8353 or at www.sdcatholic.org. 

Printed copies of this Parish Bulletin are available at 

our parish grotto of Mama Mary. 

 SILENT AUCTION 
                       Once things shall have stabilized, when the 
situation returns to normal, we will hold a silent 
auction of some objects that are lying around 
the rectory, church, parish hall — such objects 
as statues, paintings, old chalices, safes, etc. to 
raise funds for our coffers. If you have some   
interesting or fascinating objects that you would 
like to dispose; you can donate them to the 

church to be included in the silent auction.  

SCAM ALERT.  
It appears that hackers have accessed    
several published diocesan documents and 
used them to send scam email and social 
media messages purportedly from Bishop 
McElroy asking for assistance. These    
messages are NOT from Bishop McElroy, 
they are fraudulent and should be ignored.   

Confirmations scheduled for May 31st  
are postponed to a later date. 



                      It is now five Sundays after Easter. Today’s Gospel 
helps us rekindle our Easter experience and make it a 
reality in our daily life by bringing us one step farther 
backwards --- not to the empty tomb but to the upper 
room where Jesus had broken bread with his disciples on 
the night before he died.   
                        It is important to take a second look at Jesus’ last 
words and actions. The words and deeds of any person 
about to depart from this life carry much weight and 
usually reveal an important meaning. It was the eve of 
his darkest hour. And yet, despite knowing that the 
worst is about to occur, Jesus who is “the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life” tells his disciples: “Do not let your 
hearts be troubled. Trust in God, trust in Me” (Jn 14:1). 

                             The faith that Jesus recommends is not an escape 
from reality. Rather, it is a declaration that even if the 
worst does happen, we will not be destroyed by it. If we 
believe in His words, we have to convince ourselves that 
there is a provident God who continues to love and care 
for us. 
                               Faith should, however, not be fatalistic. It should 
not make us shy away from doing our responsibility. If 
you can solve your problems, by all means do it. But 
when there are situations beyond remedy, for the mo-
ment at least, then you just have to accept with patience 
and learn to live with them as your participation in the 
redemptive suffering of the Lord. The German theologi-
an Reinhold Niebuhr expresses this existential faith thus: 
“God, grant me the SERENITY to accept the things I 
cannot change; COURAGE to change the things I 
can change; and WISDOM  to know the difference.     

Today we hear a question from the apostle Thomas that 
many of us ask at some time in our lives: “How can we 
know the way?” And Jesus answers him with words we 
know by heart: “I am the way, the truth, and the life.” 
Let us spend some moments of silence to listen to 
God’s voice in our hearts for a better understanding of 
what these words mean for us today --- in this time, in 
this place.  

********** 
                      A very wealthy man died and went to heaven. He 
was met at the Pearly Gates by St. Peter and led down 
golden streets to the residential section to claim his new 
home. They passed many mansions---huge, splendid, and 
with great green lawns in front. At the end of the street 
they stopped in front of a windowless shack built out of 
old plywood panels. The rich man asked St. Peter why he 
was getting this hovel when there were so many beautiful 
mansions he could live in. St. Peter replied, “I did the 
best with what you sent us.”  

                           In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us he is going to  
prepare a place for us. Will it be a mansion or a shack? 

 
********** 

         A priest was going to preach a retreat in a city away 
from home. He decided to send a postcard to his mother 
back home. Walking out of his hotel, he saw a young boy 
on a bike and asked where the post office was. The boy 
gave him directions. The priest thanked him and invited 
the boy to church that evening. He told him “If you come 
to church this evening, I’ll tell you the way to get to     
heaven.” “I don’t think I’ll be there,” the boy answered. 
“You don’t even know the way to the post office.”  

                          The way to heaven is not a street we can walk or 
drive down. Google cannot print us a map that will tell 
us how to get there. The way to heaven is a person; it is 
Jesus himself – the way, the truth, and the life. Through 
and in Jesus, one comes to eternal glory. 

********** 
An elderly couple, admitted by St. Peter through the 
Pearly Gates, found conditions there just heavenly. The 
man said to his wife, “I could have been here two years 
ago if you hadn’t fed me all that health food.” 

********** 
If you were to name five people whose opinion of you 
really matters to you, who would make your list? At the 
end of a day, how would you answer the question, “What 
sacrifice did you bring to the Lord today?”  

REFLECTING ON THE WORD 

We pray the Lord to give us confidence to trust in his word that he has gone to prepare a permanent dwelling place for 

us, where we will be with him and those who have gone ahead of us. We pray that this assurance may strengthen us to 

live as if we were already there. Let us now lift to God in prayer all the members of the universal Church.  

  How many times have we asked where something 
is in a store, only to have an employee point out that we 
are standing right in front of it? Or how many times has a 
child asked a parent where something is, only to have the 
parent point out that it is right in front of the child? We 
don’t always see what is literally right in front of us. We 
honestly just don’t see it even though it is right there.  

Jesus, as the Son of God made flesh, is the perfect 
human expression and reflection of the Father. As Jesus 
said, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” We 
don’t need to ask what the Father would say or what he 
would do. Jesus tells and shows us the mind of our loving 

God. He is right in front of us. The Gospels are a record of 
that revelation. And the Acts of the Apostles reveals how 
the Church is the reflection and expression of Jesus.  

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 



WE URGENTLY NEED YOUR SUPPORT!  
Our parish needs your generous 

help as it is really economically chal-
lenged. Our income is most closely tied to 
cash in the collection basket.  

   
You may mail in your Sunday contribution/tithe to:  
                                     St. Thomas Indian Mission,  
                                     P. O. Box 1176, Winterhaven, CA 92283. 

  
Or, if it’s easier for you to come to St. Thomas Indian      
Mission, you may drop by the rectory entrance and 
                                      throw far or deep into the padlocked porch         
                                     your contribution in an envelope. I regularly         
                                     go to the  porch and check. 

 
Or, you may give online: To give online, Go to:  

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/stimc 
 
To Register for an account: 

1. Click on SIGN IN. 
2. Click on REGISTER FOR AN ACCOUNT. 
3. Enter the information requested. 
4. Click REGISTER- a confirmation email will be sent 

with your login credentials. 
 

Can’t remember your Password? 
From the SIGN IN option, click on Forgot Password 
and a temporary password 
will be emailed to the email address you list. Once 
you sign in with the Temporary Password, it will 
prompt you to create your own password. 

 
To Make a Donation: 

1. If you have already set up a user email and password, 
click on SIGN IN. 

2. For a One-Time donation, click on the Fund drop 
down box and choose Tithe/Weekly Offering. 

3. Enter the amount. 
4. Click on SUBMIT. 
5. If you wish to make this a RECURRING GIFT, click 

on the box listed, (then follow the directions below) 
otherwise choose CREDIT CARD or BANK        
ACCOUNT. 

6. Enter your card (the card may be a credit or debit card- 
gift cards and pre-paid cards will not process) or 
bank information. 

7. Enter your billing information. 
8. Click Submit. An email will be sent to the email you 

listed as a receipt of confirmation. 
 

Dear parishioners, I hope and pray that you continue to be 
doing well and staying healthy.  May the Risen Lord keep us 
and the whole world in his care. 
 With my priestly blessing, Fr. George of the Desert, Pastor. 

   PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

 
The way of Jesus includes praying for those in need. 
Let us pray for those who most need our prayers  
today, for those for whom we are concerned and for 
all those for whom we have promised to pray. 
 
Let us pray for peace. For those in danger right now; 
for those who live in fear all the time; for all those in 
harm’s way. We pray to the Lord.  
 
Let us pray for the Church: For pastors and leaders 
in the church, and all the faithful, especially those 
who are tempted to lose hope; for those who are 
struggling with doubt; and for all those who, by their 
prayers and the example of their lives, provide     
encouragement, guidance and strength to others.   
We pray to the Lord.  
 
Let us pray for young people: For those who are  
trying to find their way in this world. For those who 
do not have access to education, health care or 
meaningful work. For those who are too distracted to 
care for themselves and others. For the protection of 
our youth from all that is harmful to the spirit.      
We pray to the Lord. 
 
On this Mother’s Day, we pray for all mothers and 
particularly those in our parish, that they may expe-
rience the love and appreciation of their children. 
That the Lord protect all mothers, that all mothers 
come to know the Blessed Virgin Mary as both mod-
el and protector. That the Lord be especially present 
to mothers in the world who are sick, suffering, or 
afraid. That the Lord help all expectant mothers to 
choose life, and help them know that he is with them 
and will help them through any difficulties they may 
encounter as mothers. That the Lord reward all 
mothers who have died, whom we remember with 
love, that the Lord welcome them into his heavenly 
kingdom where there is no suffering, or tears.  
We pray to the Lord. 
 
Let us pray for those who are sick: for those who are 
suffering from COVID-19, for those living with  
Alzheimer’s, depression, anxiety or addiction and 
for those who care for them . . . for those who feel 
lost. We pray to the Lord. 
 
We remember those who have died . . . (names). For 
those who are living in the throes of grief, longing 
for someone dear to them who has passed away . . . . 
for the comfort of all who mourn. We pray to the 
Lord.  
 
Loving God, hear our prayers this day and bring our 
needs and the needs of the whole world to the fulfill-
ment your love intends. We pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.  
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