ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION
Fort Yuma, California,

P. O. Box 1176,

Winterhaven, CA 92283-1176

May 31, 2020 * Pentecost Sunday (A)
Dear Parishioners,
It is Pentecost Sunday — the 50th day after Easter Sunday,
the day we remember that Jesus did not leave us when he rose to
the Father, the day we remember and celebrate the presence of the
Holy Spirit moving through this world. Today let us pray for the
ability to perceive the work of the Spirit and remember that we
received this Holy Spirit when we were baptized.
**********
On the weekend of June 28, 2020 or a month from now, public
Sunday Mass will be celebrated once more at St. Thomas Indian
Mission. On page 3 of this Bulletin you will find the guidelines
that we need to follow when we reopen on 6/28/20.

Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org
Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com
Parish Telephone: 760-572-0283

First Reading:
Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11

Second Reading:
1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13

Gospel Reading:
John 20:19-23

When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled,
they were all in one place together. And suddenly
there came from the sky a noise like a strong
driving wind, and it filled the entire house in which
they were. Then there appeared to them tongues
as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each
one of them. And they were all filled with the holy
Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as
the Spirit enabled them to proclaim.
Now there were devout Jews from every
nation under heaven staying in Jerusalem. At this
sound, they gathered in a large crowd, but they
were confused because each one heard them
speaking in his own language. They were astounded, and in amazement they asked, “Are not all
these people who are speaking Galileans? Then
how does each of us hear them in his own native
language? We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites,
inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt
and the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as
travelers from Rome, both Jews and converts to
Judaism, Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear them
speaking in our own tongues of the mighty acts of
God.”

Brothers and sisters: No one
can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except
by the holy Spirit.
There are different kinds of
spiritual gifts but the same
Spirit; there are different forms
of service but the same Lord;
there are different workings but
the same God who produces all
of them in everyone. To each
individual the manifestation of
the Spirit is given for some
benefit.
As a body is one though it
has many parts, and all the
parts of the body, though many,
are one body, so also Christ.
For in one Spirit we were all
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free
persons, and we were all given
to drink of one Spirit.

On the evening of
that first day of the
week, when the doors
were locked, where the
disciples were, for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and
stood in their midst and
said to them, “Peace be
with you.” When he had
said this, he showed
them his hands and his
side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. [Jesus] said to
them again, “Peace be
with you. As the Father
has sent me, so I send
you.” And when he had
said this, he breathed on
them and said to
them, “Receive the holy
Spirit. Whose sins you
forgive are forgiven
them, and whose sins
you retain are retained.”

REFLECTING ON THE WORD . . . . GUIDEPOSTS
The Meaning of Pentecost

Origin of the Word “CHURCH”

As we mentioned last Sunday, the Ascension of
the Lord marked the end of God’s physical presence in
Jesus’ flesh and blood and at the same time the beginning
of his presence as a Spirit, the Holy Spirit, in the Church.
Thus one may say, “Jesus is the HUMAN FACE of God; and
the Holy Spirit is the BREATH of God. As today’s gospel
reading tells us, on the evening of the day of the Resurrection, the Lord presented himself in the midst of his disciples, breathed on them and said to them: “Receive the
Holy Spirit.”
Today is Pentecost Sunday. What we celebrate
today is what happened fifty days after Jesus breathed the
Holy Spirit on the apostles. On that day there was a great
display of the power of the Holy Spirit, the new manner of
God’s presence in the life of the apostles: “And they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim” (Acts
2:4). In other words, what we celebrate as Pentecost was
what happened when the apostles finally opened themselves to the Holy Spirit as they were faced with how to
evangelize or communicate Christ’s message to the so
many people from different places that were gathered in
Jerusalem that day. As a result was born the church — the
assembly of believers united by the Holy Spirit.
To summarize, the Christian faith was born on
Easter Sunday, when the Risen Christ breathed the Holy
Spirit on his disciples saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” We
belong to this faith when Christ breathes his Spirit on us in
a sacramental form, in the sacrament we call Baptism.
And what we celebrate today, Pentecost Sunday, is our
becoming a Church. It is spoken of as the Church’s birthday, a reminder that we become a true church when we
follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Jesus
that makes us a community.

The original word for the Church in Greek language
is ecclesia from which the more familiar word iglesia in
Spanish comes. Ecclesia is a combination of the words ek
(out of) and kaleo (I call). Its etymology should tell us the
nature of the church. It is a community of believers
called by God for a mission under the direction of the
Holy Spirit. To be called a Church, it must possess and
listen to the Holy Spirit in doing its mission, which is
Christ’s mission. For this reason, the book “Acts of the
Apostles” may properly be called “Acts of the Holy
Spirit” because the apostles put into action what the
Holy Spirit directs them to do.
The Holy Spirit has been with us
since our Baptism.
The Holy Spirit never leaves us. We can tune that Spirit
out but we cannot lose Him. Many times we may not even
be aware that the Holy Spirit is helping us. Sometimes it’s
somewhat like the story of the footprints in the sand —
that famous poem written by Margaret Fishback Powers in
1964 which shows that when you look back you will realize that without the Holy Spirit you would not be where
you are now:

One night a man had a dream. He dreamed he was
walking along the beach with the LORD. Across the sky
flashed scenes from his life. For each scene he noticed
two sets of footprints in the sand: one belonging to him,
and the other to the LORD.

History of “Pentecost”

When the last scene of his life flashed before him, he
looked back at the footprints in the sand. He noticed that
many times along the path of his life there was only one
set of footprints. He also noticed that it happened at the
very lowest and saddest times in his life. This really
bothered him and he questioned the LORD about it:

Pentecost was not invented by the Church. The Jews
were celebrating Pentecost 3,000 years ago. It was one of
their three most important feasts. It was originally a harvest
feast on which the first fruits were offered in gratitude to
God. It later came to be celebrated as the anniversary of the
giving of the Law to Moses on Mt. Sinai. The word itself
means simply, 50th, the 50th day after Jewish Passover. The
Jews coming from all over the known world then were
celebrating their feast when the Holy Spirit came on Jesus’
followers. And so Pentecost is still celebrated, but we who
are Christians celebrate it as the day on which all those who
received the Holy Spirit became a community, a church.

"LORD, you said that once I decided to follow you, you'd
walk with me all the way. But I have noticed that during
the most troublesome times in my life, there is only one
set of footprints. I don't understand why when I needed
you most you would leave me."
The LORD replied:
"My son, my precious child,
I love you and I would never leave you.
During your times of trial and suffering,
when you see only one set of footprints,
it was then that I carried you."

We are asked to Forgive Sins.
Jesus breathed his Spirit into his disciples to enable
them to forgive sins. Forgiveness of sins occurs not
only in the sacrament of reconciliation but also when
anyone of us works to heal the world of the damage
caused by sin. Question to ask: Do I rely on the Holy
Spirit for guidance? When I search my heart, what
stubbornness do I find that could use honest examination?
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
Today we remember that we received the Holy Spirit
when we were baptized. Let us claim the privilege and
duty of all the baptized and intercede for our world,
our neighbors, and our loved ones.
We pray for inspiration . . . for those charged with
making decisions that affect the lives of many people .
. . for leaders in the church, governments, business and
the media, let us pray to the Lord.
We pray for courage . . . for those with a vision to
share with others . . . for those who must stand firm in
their convictions . . . for those who are challenged, and
tested, let us pray to the Lord.

Please read the following and be prepared for the
Reopening of St. Thomas Indian Mission on 6/28/20.
HYGIENE

Facemasks will be required for all, age two and above.

Sanitizer “stations” will be provided at the church entrance.

After each Mass, the pews will be sanitized.

All fonts and holy water stoops will be emptied.

Pews will be cleared of missalettes, hymnals, and other
worship aids.
SOCIAL DISTANCING

For each Mass, there are ministers assigned whose responsibility is to see to it that social distancing is observed.

We will be using every other pew and allow for six feet
between people of different households in the same pew.
Markings will be placed on designated pews.

Markings will be placed on the floor to help people maintain a 6-foot distance from one another especially as they
approach to receive Holy Communion.

All gatherings before and after Mass (e.g., coffee and
dough nuts, Catechism classes, meetings) are cancelled.

PLANNING

People will be seated on a first come, first served basis.
Government guideline demands that no more than 100
people may gather in a church, even if more can be
We pray for wonder . . . for the gift to perceive the
accommodated while observing social distancing.
beauty of the world around us, the loveliness of each

At the church entrance we will install a map of the
person we meet, the divine in everything that is created
designated seats and all other necessary instructions.
by God, let us pray to the Lord.

Collection basket will be placed at the church entrance to
facilitate dropping of your Sunday contributions.
We pray for reverence . . . for respect for others,
gentleness, patience and self-control, let us pray to the  There will be No Choir and No singing at our Masses.
Lord.

The procession of the gifts of bread and wine is suspended.

Holding of hands for the Lord’s Prayer is prohibited and
We pray for those who are suffering, those for whom
the exchange of the Sign of Peace is suspended.
we are especially concerned, those who have asked for  Holy Communion will be distributed under the form of
our prayers . . . (pause) . . . for those for whom we
consecrated bread alone and only in the hand.
have promised to pray (names), let us pray to the Lord.  Holy Communion will be distributed only by our ministers
who are 65 years old and below and healthy. It will take
We remember those who have died . . . (names). For
place after the final blessing so that people can leave after
all who mourn the passing of their loved ones, let us
receiving the Eucharist.
pray to the Lord.

The practice of sending Extraordinary Ministers of the
Eucharist to bring Communion or Visit the sick will remain
Good and Gracious God, hear our prayers this day for
suspended due to health risks associated with such visits.
your Holy Spirit’s activity in our lives. We pray always
We will allow spouses and immediate family members to
in the name of Jesus, our Risen Lord. Amen.
use a pyx to take Holy Communion to those staying in their
home.
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION

Parish Bulletins will be placed in their usual place at the
My Jesus, I believe that You are present
Church entrance. You may pick up a copy before the Mass
in the Most Holy Sacrament.
so that you can follow the readings and prayers. However,
I love You above all things, and I desire
please don’t leave it in the church. Take it home with you
to receive You into my soul.
after the Mass.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You

Those who do not feel well are advised to not attend the
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
Mass. Bishop McElroy says the suspension of the obligaheart. I embrace You as if You were already
tion to attend Sunday Mass is still in force, not yet lifted.
there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
With my priestly blessing, Fr. George of the Desert, Pastor
Amen.

Darren S. Mattice
Funeral Director
Owner

928.782.9865
775 S 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ 85364

Darren@yumamortuary.com
www.yumamortuary.com

SOFT CLOTH
CAR WASH
Ride with pride;
drive a clean car!
900 South 4th Ave

783-3116

Trevor T. White

lawoffice@shadlelaw.com
Se habla Español • (928) 783-8321
833 E. Plaza Cir #100 • Yuma, AZ
Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law
Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship
Licensed in AZ & CA

Contact Steve Massien to place an ad today!
smassien@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6830

&
YUMA automotive
transmission SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala

928.783.6111

fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
yatracing45@hotmail.com
Yuma, AZ 85364

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com
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