ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION
Fort Yuma, California,

P. O. Box 1176,

Winterhaven, CA 92283-1176

June 7, 2020 * Most Holy Trinity (A)
Dear Parishioners,
As you may know, Bishop McElroy has given the go
ahead for the parishes in the Imperial county to resume public
worship starting the weekend of June 27-28. However, as “the
first priority must be to safeguard the physical as well as the
spiritual health of our people,” Bishop McElroy wants us to bear
in mind that (1) he continues to dispense all Catholics in the
Diocese of San Diego from the obligation to attend Mass until
further notice; (2) we must urge sick or especially vulnerable
members of our communities to refrain from coming to Mass.
Please be aware that there is an inherent risk with any
public gathering due to the Covid pandemic. You accept that
risk in choosing to return to church at this difficult time. To
those wanting to return to Mass starting on the weekend of June
27-28, please see page three (3) of this bulletin for the details.

Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org
Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com
Parish Telephone: 760-572-0283

Today we honor the Holy Trinity—one God, yet three Persons. God is one, but God is not alone. God is love and in
the Trinity we have an ideal example of a relationship of pure and infinite love. Every time we make the sign of the cross
may we be reminded of the love that bonds the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. May the love of the Holy Trinity be a model
for us in our relationships with each other.
First Reading:
Exodus 34:4b-6, 8-9

Second Reading:
2 Corinthians 13:11-1

Gospel Reading:
John 3:16-18
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condemn the world, but
holy kiss. All the holy ones that the world might be
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saved through him. Whogreet you.
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ever believes in him will
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whoever does not believe
Jesus
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and
the
love
worship. Then he said, “If I find favor with
has already been conof God and the fellowship
you, Lord, please, Lord, come along in our
demned, because he has
company. This is indeed a stiff-necked people; of the holy Spirit be with
not believed in the name
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yet pardon our wickedness and sins, and claim all of you.
Early in the morning Moses went up Mount

Brothers and sisters, rejoice.

us as your own.”

The Word of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord.

REFLECTING ON THE WORD . . . . GUIDEPOSTS
THE TRINITY — FATHER, SON, HOLY SPIRIT =

ORIGIN OF THE WORD “TRINITY”

ONE GOD

The word Trinity does not appear in the Bible but
the idea of the Trinity comes from the Bible. To simplify,
the first Christians experienced God as One God and yet
Why do we believe God as Trinity? For the simple
reason that Christ revealed it to us. In St. John’s gospel, many three persons, that is to say, that whenever they experitimes the Lord mentions Himself, the Father and the Holy
enced the Son they were conscious of experiencing the
Spirit.
Father and the Holy Spirit too, whenever they experienced
For instance, he says: “The Paraclete, the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Spirit they were conscious of experiencing the
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you every- Father and the Son too, and when they experienced God
thing and make you remember all that I have told you” (John the Father they were conscious of experiencing the Son
and the Holy Spirit too.
14:26). Then there is Christ’s final mandate: “Go, therefore,
Tertullian, a Latin theologian who wrote in the
into the whole world, teach all nations, baptize them in the
early third century, was the first to use "Trinity" "person"
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the
and "substance" to explain that the Father, Son and Holy
Holy Spirit” (Mt 28:19).
Spirit are "one in essence – not one in Person."
To emphasize that the Holy Trinity is within us and at
work in us, St. Paul would greet his community as follows:
The Christian doctrine of the Trinity holds that God
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and
is one God, but three coeternal consubstantial persons or
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all” (2 Cor
hypostases—the Father, the Son (Jesus Christ), and the
13:13). Father, Son and Holy Spirit made themselves felt in
Holy Spirit—as "one God in three Divine persons".
the Christian heart (Jn 14:23).
A biblical theology of the Holy Trinity would summarily
**********
It is not enough to understand the meaning of
be as follows: Yahweh is NOT to be equated only with the
first person of the Trinity but with all three persons: Father, the Trinity. That is theology. Make it a spirituality. Experience it. Be always conscious of the Trinitarian God
Son and Holy Spirit. The Bible speaks of a God who enters
in your day-to-day living of the Christian faith.
human history. Yahweh is experienced in a threefold way:
One time a person approached me and said: “Father
He is the FATHER who is love, compassion, creator, even
George, with due respect, I don’t understand why, in many
now;
He is the SON (the human face of Yahweh), seeking com- of your letters to parishioners, your last words before signing your name are “Sincerely in Jesus and Mama Mary.”
munion with people and gives them to one another;
You give the impression that Mama Mary is more important
He is the SPIRIT (the breath of Yahweh) who is always in
than the Father or the Holy Spirit who do not get mentioned
us and with us, sanctifying us to bring love to perfection,
at all.
even now.
My response: When I mention one of the Trinity, in this
**********
case, Jesus, I experience the presence of all three divine
We celebrate the Trinity today not so much as a
mystery of God’s essence but as the way we have experi- persons. Otherwise, it is not a Christian experience of God.

enced God. If God is somehow three persons in one Godhead, then sharing the life of the Trinity means living in
community, sharing life and love with others. Our faith in
the Trinity calls us to a way of life. We are called to imitate
the creative work of the Father, the redeeming sacrificial
love of the Son, and the holiness that flows from God’s
Spirit.
The Solemnity of the Holy Trinity is not part of the
Easter Season. It is a Sunday of Ordinary Time. The Ordinary Time emphasizes the transition from theology to
spirituality, to taking the theology or knowledge of the
faith to the level of practice in our day to day life. So after
the Easter season we are back to ordinary time and the
foremost question to ask ourselves is: “Do I experience
God as a Trinity?”

**********
In the Arabic liturgy, whenever there is mention of the
“Father, Son, Holy Spirit,” there is always “One God”
at the end.
The Arabic Mass begins with the sign of the cross together
with the invocation which when translated into English
would be as follows: “In the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, ONE GOD.” And, at the final
blessing: May the Almighty bless you, the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit, ONE GOD.” In the English liturgy, we
presume the ONE GOD, we don’t mention it anymore.
When I first experienced the liturgy in Arabic, I rediscovered or grew in my realization that indeed, Christian faith is
not authentic Christian if it is not an experience (not just
knowledge) of the Trinity.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
We pray now for all members of the human community who are created in the image of the triune God.
We pray for peace among nations . . . for nonviolent
solutions . . . for those who work for peace and those
who resist a world community of peace.
We pray for unity among Christians . . . for ways to
come together to serve the poor, the sick and the elderly and give inspiration to our young people.
We pray for harmony within families . . . for gentle
speech, kind actions, loving gestures, and all that nourishes family life in the image of the Trinity.
We pray for healing within our hospitals and nursing
homes . . . for quiet care and nurturing of those who
are suffering or scared or lonely.
We pray for those who have died . . . (names). In particular we pray for God’s blessing of eternal life on
+Lester E. Stone Sr. — the husband of our everfaithful and devout parish minister Daphne Stone.
+ Lester passed on last May 30, 2020 and the Funeral Service was last June 4th, Thursday, at St.
John Newman Church. Our condolences and prayers go to the Stone family. May God bless and keep
the Stone family.
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus, I believe that You are present
in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire
to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my
heart. I embrace You as if You were already
there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
God does not expect us to be perfect,
but he expects us to keep trying to grow into
HIS LIKENESS.
A man named Larry came home from work one
evening and was astonished to see his wife packing
her belongings into a suitcase. “What on earth are
you doing?” he cried. “I can’t stand it anymore,” she
wailed. “We just keep on bickering and quarreling
and ignoring each other. I am leaving.”
Stunned, Larry watched his wife close the
suitcase, walk out the door down the street.
Suddenly, Larry had an idea. He ran into the
bedroom, grabbed a second suitcase, quickly
stuffed into it his belongings. He ran after his wife
and shouted, “Alice, you are absolutely right. I can’t
stand it either. I am going with you.” Indeed, there
is no running away from life’s problems. We are
imperfect images of the Trinitarian community.

Please read the following and be prepared for the
Reopening of St. Thomas Indian Mission on 6/28/20.
The schedule of our Masses will be as follows:
at 4:30 PM (Saturday) and at 9:00 AM (Sunday).
HYGIENE

Facemasks will be required for all, age two and above.
Please bring your own.

Sanitizer “stations” will be provided at the church entrance.

After each Mass, the pews will be sanitized.

All fonts and holy water stoops will be emptied.

Pews will be cleared of missalettes, hymnals, and other
worship aids.
SOCIAL DISTANCING

For each Mass, there are ministers assigned whose responsibility is to see to it that social distancing is observed.

We will be using every other pew and allow for six feet
between people of different households in the same pew.
Markings will be placed on designated pews. We are encouraging every household to sit together.

Markings will be placed on the floor to help people maintain a 6-foot distance from one another especially as they
approach to receive Holy Communion.

All gatherings before and after Mass (e.g., coffee and
dough nuts, Catechism classes, meetings) are cancelled.
PLANNING

People will be seated on a first come, first served basis.
Government guideline demands that no more than 100
people may gather in a church, even if more can be
accommodated while observing social distancing.

At the church entrance we will install a map of the
designated seats and all other necessary instructions.

Collection basket will be placed at the church entrance to
facilitate dropping of your Sunday contributions.

There will be No Choir and No singing at our Masses.

The procession of the gifts of bread and wine is suspended.

Holding of hands for the Lord’s Prayer is prohibited and
the exchange of the Sign of Peace is suspended.

Holy Communion will be distributed under the form of
consecrated bread alone and only in the hand.

Holy Communion will be distributed only by our ministers
who are 65 years old and below and healthy. It will take
place after the final blessing so that people can leave after
receiving the Eucharist.

The practice of sending Extraordinary Ministers of the
Eucharist to bring Communion or Visit the sick will remain
suspended due to health risks associated with such visits.
We will allow spouses and immediate family members to
use a pyx to take Holy Communion to those staying in their
home.
Parish Bulletins will be placed in their usual place at the
Church entrance. You may pick up a copy before the Mass so
that you can follow the readings and prayers. However, please
don’t leave it in the church. Take it home with you after the
Mass.
With my priestly blessing, Fr. George of the Desert, Pastor
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