
ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION 

Fort Yuma, California,    P. O. Box 1176,    Winterhaven,  CA 92283-1176 

June 21, 2020 (12th Sunday in Ordinary Time A)  

Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org 
Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com 

Parish Telephone:  760-572-0283  

Dear Parishioners, 
As you may know, Bishop McElroy has given the go 

ahead for the parishes in the Imperial county to resume public 
worship starting next weekend, June 27-28. However, as “the 
first priority must be to safeguard the physical as well as the 
spiritual health of our people,” Bishop McElroy wants us to bear 
in mind that (1) he continues to dispense all Catholics in the 
Diocese of San Diego from the obligation to attend Mass until 
further notice; (2)  we must urge sick or especially vulnerable 
members of our communities to refrain from coming to Mass. 

Please be aware that there is an inherent risk with any 

public gathering due to the Covid pandemic. You accept that 

risk in choosing to return to church at this difficult time. To 

those wanting to return to Mass starting next weekend, please 

see page three (3) of this bulletin for the details.  

First Reading:  
Jeremiah 20:10-13  

                         Jeremiah said: “I hear the 
whisperings of many: ‘Terror on 
every side! Denounce! let us       
denounce him!’ All those who 
were my friends are on the watch 
for any misstep of mine.  
      ‘Perhaps he can be tricked; then 
we will prevail, and take our       
revenge on him.’ But the LORD is 
with me, like a mighty champion: 
my persecutors will stumble, they 
will not prevail. In their failure 
they will be put to utter shame, to 
lasting, unforgettable confusion.  
              LORD of hosts, you test the 
just, you see mind and heart, let me 
see the vengeance you take on 
them, for to you I have entrusted 
my cause.  
       Sing to the LORD, praise the 
LORD, For he has rescued the life 
of the poor from the power of the 
evildoers!                                           
            The Word of the Lord. 

Gospel Reading:   
Matthew 10:26-33 

                    Jesus said to the Twelve: “Fear no 
one. Nothing is concealed that will not be 
revealed, nor secret that will not be 
known.                                                                                                           
                  What I say to you in the darkness, 
speak in the light; what you hear whis-
pered,  proclaim on the housetops.                             
                   And do not be afraid of those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul;     
rather, be afraid of the one who can       
destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.                                                                                                               
                  Are not two sparrows sold for a small 
coin? Yet not one of them falls to the 
ground without your Father’s knowledge.           
Even all the hairs of your head are     
counted.                                                         
                    So do not be afraid; you are worth 
more than many sparrows.                                     
             Everyone who acknowledges me   
before others I will acknowledge before 
my heavenly Father.                                                           
             But whoever denies me before others, 
I will deny before my heavenly Father. 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

2nd Reading:  
Romans 5:12-15   

                         Brothers and sisters: 
Through one person sin       
entered the world, and through 
sin, death, and thus death 
came to all, inasmuch as all 
sinned—for up to the time of 
the law, sin was in the world, 
though sin is not accounted 
when there is no law.  
            But death reigned from 
Adam to Moses, even over 
those who did not sin after the 
pattern of the trespass of     
Adam, who is the type of the 
one who was to come.  
      But the gift is not like the 
transgression. For if by that 
one person’s transgression the 
many died, how much more 
did the grace of God and the 
gracious gift of the one person 
Jesus Christ overflow for the 
many.        
                     The Word of the Lord. 

As we honor our fathers today we hear Jesus reassure his disciples by reminding them of the tender 
care of his heavenly Father. Our heavenly Father watches over us assiduously, faithfully, lovingly;  
every hair on our heads is accounted for. Let us recall all the times our own fathers, grandfathers,     
uncles, and father figures—living and deceased—made us feel safe and secure with their vigilant care. 



JUSTICE in OT vis-à-vis JUSTICE in NT 
(Legalistic justice vs. Merciful Justice) 

 
The prophet Jeremiah lived in Israel about 600 

years before Christ. The Babylonian destruction of Israel 
was imminent. Jeremiah was warning God’s people that 
they could avoid the destruction that was on its way if 
they started living according to God’s laws. The people 
didn’t like the message and decided to kill Jeremiah.                           
                    Jeremiah’s words in today’s first reading reflect the 
pain and misery he experienced for being faithful to his 
mission. He pleads to God not just for deliverance, but 
retribution. “Let me see the vengeance you take on 
them,” he prays (Jer. 20:12). He wants to see his enemies 
hurt as badly as they’ve hurt him. Jeremiah’s prayer is an 
example of the cry for justice in the Old Testament (cf. Ex. 
21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21). 

Jesus wants his disciples to stay strong despite  
rejection and persecution. He assures them repeatedly, 
“Do not be afraid” (Mt 10:26, 28, 31) but trust that the 
Father’s care exceeds any harm the world can inflict (cf. 
also Romans 5:15). This enabled him to take up his cross 
when facing the ultimate persecution; this enabled him to 
pray for those who crucified him. 

The just or righteous man in the Old Testament 
(OT) is legalistic, is following the letter of the law. Christ 
teaches his followers (us) to follow the spirit of the law. 
The New Testament (NT) concept of justice has love or 
benevolence for the other person as its spirit – the spirit 
of the law (cf. Mt. 5:38ff).   

An example of the transition from justice or right-
eousness in the OT to justice or righteousness in the NT is 
the case of Joseph at the Incarnation (See Mt. 1:18-24). 
Upon learning that Mary was with child, Joseph, although 
he was a righteous man, decided to divorce Mary quietly 
in order to be fair to her under the circumstances. 
 “Although he was a righteous man” -- that is to say, if he 
were indeed just or righteous in the OT sense, Joseph 
would have had Mary stoned to death as the law requires 
(Dt. 22:20-21), but he did not want that. He was in the 
midst of his dream or discernment when an angel clarified 
everything to him.  

Joseph shows us Christian justice, NT justice which 
is not legalistic justice but merciful justice or justice with 
mercy. That is the kind of justice we, followers of Jesus 
should always follow; and precisely because it is based on 

the spirit, its application should always be the fruit of a 
prayerful discernment or consultation with the Holy 
Spirit. 

TRUSTING FAITH IN GOD 

Consider the often-told story about a pious old  
lady who had no money to buy food. With complete trust 
in God, she got down on her knees and prayed aloud: 
“Dear Lord, please send me a side of bacon and a sack of 
cornmeal.” Over and over, she lifted up this plea in a loud 
voice. 

One of the town’s most disreputable characters, 
overhearing her prayer, decided to play a trick on her. He 
hurried to the nearest store, bought a side of bacon and a 
sack of cornmeal, and carried them back to the woman’s 
house, where he dropped them down the chimney.  They 
landed right in front of the woman as she was kneeling in 
prayer; and she immediately leaped to her feet, praising 
God for answering her prayer. In her joy she hurried to 
spread the good news throughout the neighborhood. 

Frustrated by her faith, the scoundrel who had  
provided the food ridiculed her in the presence of the 
townspeople, explaining how he had himself done the 
“miracle.” Never missing a beat, the wise old woman    
replied, “Well, the devil may have delivered it, but it was 
the Lord who sent it.” 
                                 Or consider the often-told story of a fellow who 
was stuck on his rooftop in a flood. He was praying to God 
for help. Soon a man in a rowboat came by and the fellow 
shouted to the man on the roof, "Jump in, I can save you." 
The stranded fellow shouted back, "No, it's OK, I'm praying 
to God and he is going to save me." So the rowboat went 
on. Then a motorboat came by. "The fellow in the motor-
boat shouted, "Jump in, I can save you." To this the strand-
ed man said, "No thanks, I'm praying to God and he is    
going to save me. I have faith." So the motorboat went on. 
Then a helicopter came by and the pilot shouted down, 
"Grab this rope and I will lift you to safety." To this the 
stranded man again replied, "No thanks, I'm praying to God 
and he is going to save me. I have faith." So the helicopter 
reluctantly flew away. 
                                     Soon the water rose above the rooftop and the 
man drowned. He went to Heaven. He finally got his 
chance to discuss this whole situation with God, at which 
point he exclaimed, "I had faith in you but you didn't save 
me, you let me drown. I don't understand why!" To this 
God replied, "I sent you a rowboat and a motorboat and a 
helicopter, what more did you expect?                                
But what’s important is now you are with me in heaven." 

 
Similar situations await us in today’s world. Keep a 
trusting faith in God. God cares and things will turn out 
all right. “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body 
but cannot kill the soul,” our Lord teaches (Mt. 10:28).  

REFLECTING ON THE WORD . . . . GUIDEPOSTS 



Please read the following and be prepared for the  
Reopening of St. Thomas Indian Mission next weekend.  

The schedule of our Masses will be as follows:  
at 4:30 PM (Saturday) and at 9:00 AM (Sunday). 

 

HYGIENE 
• Facemasks will be required for all, age two and above. 

Please bring your own.  
• Sanitizer “stations” will be provided at the church entrance.  
• After each Mass, the pews will be sanitized.  
• All fonts and holy water stoops will be emptied.  
• Pews will be cleared of missalettes, hymnals, and other 

worship aids.  
  

SOCIAL DISTANCING 
• At each Mass, there are ministers assigned whose responsi-

bility is to see to it that social distancing is observed.  
• We will be using every other pew and allow for six feet 

between people of different households in the same pew. 
Markings will be placed on designated pews. We are      
encouraging every household to sit together. 

• Markings will be placed on the floor to help people main-
tain a 6-foot distance from one another especially as they 
approach to receive Holy Communion.  

• All gatherings before and after Mass (e.g., coffee and 
dough nuts, Catechism classes, meetings) are cancelled. 

 
PLANNING 
• People will be seated on a first come, first served basis. 

Government guideline demands that no more than 100  
people may gather in a church, even if more can be        
accommodated while observing social distancing.  

• At the church entrance we will install a map of the         
designated seats and all other necessary instructions.  

• The Collection basket will be placed at the church entrance 
to facilitate your dropping of your Sunday contributions. 

• There will be No Choir and No singing at our Masses. 
• The procession of the gifts of bread and wine is suspended. 
• Holding of hands for the Lord’s Prayer is prohibited and 

the exchange of the Sign of Peace is suspended.  
• Holy Communion will be distributed under the form of 

consecrated bread alone and only in the hand.  
• Holy Communion will be distributed only by our ministers 

who are 65 years old and below and healthy. It will take 
place after the final blessing so that people can leave after 
receiving the Eucharist. 

• The practice of sending Extraordinary Ministers of the   
Eucharist to bring Communion or Visit the sick will remain 
suspended due to health risks associated with such visits. 
We will allow spouses and immediate family members to 
use a pyx to take Holy Communion to those staying in their 
home. Please inform me or a minister before Mass starts. 

Parish Bulletins will be placed at the Church entrance. You 
may pick up a copy before the Mass so that you can follow the 
readings and prayers. However, please don’t leave it in the 
church. Take it home with you after the Mass.                     
With my priestly blessing, Fr. George of the Desert, Pastor 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL 

 
We call to mind our needs, assured that God knows 
and cares for us and every single detail of our lives, 
right down to each hair on our heads.  
 
We pray for the whole church: that we may have the 
courage to live the Gospel and reject fear. 
 
We pray for peace among the nations: for an            
appreciation of the diversity of gifts and cultures and 
the harmony that is possible when people agree to live 
together in peace. 
 
We pray for a healthy society: for that which promotes 
the well-being of all people; for quality education,  
attentive medical care, and inspiring worship. 
 
We pray for those who are most vulnerable: for the 
very old and the very young and those yet to be born; 
for those who are sick or in pain; for those with health 
issues; for those who have lost a loved one; for those 
who are without food or shelter or family. 
 
We pray for our own fathers, grandfathers, uncles, and 
father figures—living and deceased . . . (names) and 
those for whom we have promised to pray:  
 
We remember those who have died . . . (names). And 
for all who will die this day with no one to pray for 
them. 
 
God, our strength, we thank you for sending your Son 
to show us how to live boldly for others. Help us to be 
patient with those who are afraid and courageous in the 
face of those who promote and incite fear. May we 
remember that you are with us always, loving and   
protecting us. We ask these things in Jesus’ holy name. 
Amen. 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  
                              My Jesus, I believe that You are present in 
the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 
things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment  receive You  
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already 
there and unite myself wholly to You. Never     
permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

Lest we forget that Laughter is also a Medicine. . .  
 
A priest about to be transferred told the people at the        
beginning of Mass: “The bishop and I reflected and decided 
this is Jesus’ will for me . . . that I move to another parish. 
I’ll tell you more about this in the homily. Now let’s sing the 
entrance hymn.” The choir sang: “What a Friend we have in 
Jesus.” 

********** 
A priest about to be moved to another parish told the people: 
“I will be moved. Don’t worry, the bishop said he will send 
you a better one.” The people answered: “That was what he 
said too before sending you here.” 
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