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Bishop McElroy has given us permission to offer Holy Communion on Sundays as long as the procedure does not
go against the order that no gathering is allowed, whether inside or outside the church. We will do it this way: Starting
this Sunday, you may receive Holy Communion at any time from 8 AM to 9:30 AM by doing the following:
In the morning of Sunday you follow the streamed Sunday Mass by going to the website sdcatholic.org and then
click on Sunday Mass — accessible starting at 6 AM. After following the streamed Mass you put on
your face mask and drive to the parish; you park your car by the parish hall; get out of the car and stand on the side of
your car. A minister of Communion will come to give you Holy Communion. Right after Communion you get back to
your car and drive back home. Note: If you have no internet, you may follow the Mass on EWTN.

Create an Atmosphere of Prayer: Before you turn
on your TV or Radio in order to follow the Mass,
you put yourself in an atmosphere of prayer. You
may mention your personal intentions; then ask
God to forgive all the sins you may have committed: deep in your heart, express your desire for
forgiveness from the people that you may have
offended and express your forgiveness for all those
who may have offended you.

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on
earth. Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father,
we worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your
glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For You alone are the Holy One, You alone
are the Lord, You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of the Father. Amen.

Our Response to the Psalm: The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest .
First Reading:
Isaiah 55:10-11

2nd Reading:
Romans 8:18-23

Gospel Reading:
Matthew 13:1-9

Thus says the LORD:
Just as from the heavens the rain and snow
come down, And do
not return there till
they have watered the
earth, making it fertile
and fruitful, Giving
seed to the one who
sows and bread to the
one who eats, So shall
my word be that goes
forth from my mouth;
It shall not return to
me empty, but shall
do what pleases me,
achieving the end for
which I sent it.
The Word of the Lord.

Brothers and sisters: I consider that the
sufferings of this present time are as
nothing compared with the glory to be
revealed for us. For creation awaits with
eager expectation the revelation of the
children of God; for creation was made
subject to futility, not of its own accord
but because of the one who subjected
it, in hope that creation itself would be
set free from slavery to corruption and
share in the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that all creation is
groaning in labor pains even until now;
and not only that, but we ourselves, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit, we also
groan within ourselves as we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies.

On that day, Jesus went out of the house
and sat down by the sea. Such large crowds
gathered around him that he got into a
boat and sat down, and the whole crowd
stood along the shore. And he spoke to
them at length in parables, saying: “A
sower went out to sow. And as he sowed,
some seed fell on the path, and birds came
and ate it up. Some fell on rocky ground,
where it had little soil. It sprang up at once
because the soil was not deep, and when
the sun rose it was scorched, and it
withered for lack of roots. Some seed fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked it. But some seed fell on rich soil,
and produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or
thirtyfold. Whoever has ears ought to
hear.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.

REFLECTING ON THE WORD . . . . GUIDEPOSTS
In the coming Sundays, we meet Jesus the storyteller, sowing his stories like good seed into our imaginations so
they might bear fruit in our lives.
In Jesus’ day, the land was first plowed and turned
over, then the sower went forth and scattered the seed
generously, tossing it with abandon. That is why it would
land all over the place --- on the footpath, on rocky ground,
among weeds, and on fertile land.
Jesus continues to sow the seed of God’s word,
especially whenever we read or hear the scriptures. You
might ask yourself: What kind of reception do I give the
Word of God?
It is natural to listen to the Gospel and try to determine which spot on the ground we are. Am I the rich soil or
the rocky ground? If we’re honest, perhaps we’ll realize that
we can be each of the options at different times.
Sometimes God’s word just doesn’t take root or is choked
off by material concerns to which I give greater priority. Let
us resolve to be fertile ground for God’s living, transformative word as often as possible.
HEAVEN IS NOT AN ENTITLEMENT

Jesus’ message for us in today’s parable is to know
first of all that the kingdom of heaven is not an entitlement
(as a lot of people these days assume it is). Just because
the seed of grace has been planted in our hearts, if we do
nothing with it, it will die. If it lives in us, it will grow. We
know that some of the growth we experience in life, such as
growing physically, just happens automatically as we grow
older.
Other kinds of growth require intentional effort on
our part --- such as growing in enough knowledge to get a
degree or growing in certain skills; i.e., athletic or artistic or
knowing how to get along socially with others or managing
our finances so we can support ourselves.
Growing in God’s grace and holiness is like this second
kind of growth. It is intentional on our part. It is not accidental. It involves making a choice that Jesus is more
important to us than anything or anyone else. It means
choosing to believe that he has come to teach us the way to
God and actively live that belief, “enfleshing” it in our words
and actions.
A family were on vacation, and as they rode down the highway
there was a big sign that read: Road Closed. They maneuvered
around the sign and continued on. Suddenly the road ended and
there was an even larger sign: “What part of ‘Road Closed’ didn’t
you understand?”
In today’s gospel (cf. the longer version—
Mt 13:1-23) Jesus tells us that’s why he uses parables, to help
those who have trouble understanding his teachings understand
what they need to know to be saved.

The Effectiveness of God’s Word
Sammy’s mom saw her son grab an umbrella as he
runs to catch his bus. She asked, “Sam, you never carried an umbrella to school.” He answered, “I know,
Mom, but Sister Edith said, ‘God lets rain drop on the
good and the bad.’” He added, “Since I don’t know
how much each gets, I thought I’d better be ready.”
Sammy continued, “Anyway, confession isn’t until
next Saturday.”
Emphasizing agricultural language, today’s
readings highlight the effectiveness of God’s word.
Isaiah, in the first reading, defines clearly what God
expects: “My word shall not return to me void, but
shall do my will achieving the end for which I sent it.”
Jesus speaks of the seed that produces thirty or sixty
or a hundredfold.
Do I believe and trust in the power of God’s
word to change my life?
The following story from the book: Parables: The
Arrows of God by Megan McKenna may give us
another way of looking at today’s parable.
“There was a woman who was depressed over the
state of the world. She longed for love among her
family and friends, peace among all people, compassion for the poor and vulnerable, etc. One day she
came upon a little shop whose owner was Jesus.
Realizing it was Jesus in front of her, she asked
him if he was selling anything. Jesus answered,” Well,
I don’t really sell anything. It’s all free. I have just
about anything you might want.” The woman was
amazed at what she saw on the shelves: peace on
earth, food to feed the hungry, clean air and water,
warm clothing for the poor, forgiveness. The woman
compiled a long list and brought it back to Jesus.
After Jesus looked at all the items listed by the
woman, he bent down behind the counter to get a
series of small envelopes and gave them to the woman.
“What are these?” she asked. “Seed packets,” Jesus
replied. “You mean I don’t get the finished product?”
she asked. “No,” Jesus said. “Just take these seeds
home, plant them, nurture them and help them grow
and you will be be quite pleased with the results.” She
said, “Oh!” and left the store without taking anything
with her.”
Most of us want God to solve problems for us overnight, and when he does that’s great, but mostly he
gives us the means and the help we need and calls us
to have faith and patience. Live by God’s word, it will
not disappoint us. As God promised in today’s first
reading: “my word will not return to me void, but shall
do my will, achieving the end for which I sent it.”

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
We have heard God’s word. Let us now put that word into
practice and do our duty as disciples — interceding for the
world.
For our nation and every other nation: for peace wherever
there is war; for dialogue wherever there is discord; for calm
instead of confusion, good instead of evil, love instead of hate,
we pray.

June 2020
1. Contributions, counted and deposited:
June 9th ——— $ 420.00
June 30th —— $ 1,614.00
June 2020 Online giving —- $1,300.00
2. Donation from +Cleve Burton’s IRA —— $ 1,690.02
(deposited in our Building Fund Bank Account)

Dear Parishioners,
As you all know, last January 2020 I wrote to
For the church, and for all who preach the word of God: for
Bishop McElroy asking him to grant me the status of
pastors and deacons and missionaries; for writers and editors;
Retired Priest effective July 1, 2020.
for confessors and Christian counselors, and youth ministers,
I stated my desire to focus on taking proper
we pray.
care of my personal health issues and other concerns
For For Christians everywhere who remember the Gospel in
and interests and at the same time continue to be of
their day-to-day lives, and, by their actions, preach the good
service to the diocese by making myself available to
news, we pray.
cover for Sunday Masses only, whenever needed.
Moreover, I mentioned that once granted the
For those who are sick and have asked for our prayers,
especially John Inman, Tito Carrillo, Michael Fox, and Gloria retired status, I would like to live alone, by myself,
Rodriguez . . . and for doctors and nurses and all caregivers
and so instead of staying with other priests – retired
who share in the healing ministry of Jesus, we pray.
or not, in a big priests’ house or rectory, I would
We remember those who have died, especially +Lester Stone . prefer to rent a modest apartment preferably in the
. . (other names). For those who are grieving the loss of some- Imperial Valley, perhaps near or within El Centro in
one they love, we pray.
order to be readily available to cover for Sunday
Masses whenever needed in any one of the churches
God who has spoken to us through your Son, Jesus, we thank
you for your life-giving word. Help us to understand what you in the area.
speak and to share your word with those who long to hear it.
Weeks after I sent my letter, Bishop Dolan, in
May our words and our actions faithfully proclaim your love.
the
name
of Bishop McElroy, talked to me and preWe pray always in Jesus’ holy name. Amen.
sented me an offer aimed at making me continue to
serve the diocese actively and at the same time take
AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
care of my personal health issues and other concerns
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
and interests.
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and
I readily accepted the offer that I continue as
I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at
this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least
Pastor of St. Thomas Indian Mission but this time the
spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were
focus will just be on the Sunday ministry and no
already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never
more office hours.
permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
As we are presently on a lock down, for now I
Lest we forget that Laughter is also a Medicine. . .
will just say that even after the lock down, there will
A newly ordained priest was having a difficult time getting be no office hours and no weekday meetings; even
started preparing his first sermon. He asked his pastor for a
the Finance Council which I will meet four times a
suggestion and his pastor told him: “start with something
that’s certain to grab their attention. For example, you might
year, will be held on Sundays.
say: ‘some of the best years of my life were spent in the arms
The present Finance Council is hereby
of a woman who was somebody else’s wife.’” The pastor
dissolved. I will be forming a new Finance Council,
smiled at the young priest’s shocked expression, then added,
“She was my mother.”
some members of which may be from the just
That Sunday the nervous young priest ascended the pulpit,
dissolved one.
sweating and shaking. Finally he said “the pastor told me
some of the best years of his life were spent in the arms of a
Once the pandemic is over, God willing, I will
woman who was someone else’s wife.” He was pleased in
getting everyone’s attention but his nervousness overtook him, announce more specifics.
his mind went blank and he just blurted out: “For the life of
me, I can’t remember if he said who she was.”

With my priestly blessing,
Fr. George of the Desert, Pastor

Darren S. Mattice
Funeral Director
Owner
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