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Create an Atmosphere of Prayer: Before you    

follow the streamed Mass, you put yourself in an 

atmosphere of prayer. You may mention your    

personal intentions; then ask God to forgive all the 

sins you may have committed. Deep in your heart, 

express your desire for  forgiveness from the     

people that you may have offended and express 

your sincere forgiveness for all those who may 

have offended you.    

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9 

Thus, says the LORD: You, son 
of man, I have appointed 
watchman for the house of 
Israel; when you hear me say 
anything, you shall warn them 
for me. If I tell the wicked, “O 
wicked one, you shall surely 
die,” and you do not speak out 
to dissuade the wicked from 
his way, the wicked shall die 
for his guilt, but I will hold you 
responsible for his death. But 
if you warn the wicked, trying 
to turn him from his way, and 
he refuses to turn from his 
way, he shall die for his guilt, 
but you shall save yourself. 
 The Word of the Lord. 

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 18:15-20 

 Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother sins 
against you, go and tell him his fault between 
you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have 
won over your brother. If he does not listen, take 
one or two others along with you, so that ‘every 
fact may be established on the testimony of two 
or three witnesses.’ If he refuses to listen to 
them, tell the church. If he refuses to listen even 
to the church, then treat him as you would a 
Gentile or a tax collector. Amen, I say to you, 
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall 
be loosed in heaven. Again, amen, I say to you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything for 
which they are to pray, it shall be granted to 
them by my heavenly Father. For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, there am 
I in the midst of them.”    The Gospel of the Lord. 

2nd Reading: Romans 13:8-10  

Brothers and sisters: Owe 
nothing to anyone, except 
to love one another; for the 
one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. The com-
mandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery; you shall 
not kill; you shall not steal; 
you shall not covet,” and 
whatever other command-
ment there may be, are 
summed up in this saying, 
namely, “You shall love 
your neighbor as your-
self.” Love does no evil to 
the neighbor; hence, love is 
the fulfillment of the law. 
 The Word of the Lord. 
                    

Our Response to the Psalm:  If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, we worship 
You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. Lord Jesus 
Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  You take 
away the sin of the world: have  mercy on us; You are   seated at 
the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For You alone 
are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are the Most 
High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of the Father. 
Amen. 

                           Every Sunday morning, you may come to the parish and receive Holy Communion at any time between 
8:00 AM and 9:30 AM after following an online Sunday Mass. The most convenient way to follow an online 
Mass is as follows: you go to mass-online.org then scroll down and click “Holy Mass in English” and in a 
few seconds a list of Sunday Masses in Catholic Churches in many places in the country will all be in front 
of you; then click in the Church name of your choice in the calendar; then click “Watch live Holy Mass.”  
         Right after the online Mass, you put on your face mask and drive to the parish; you park your car by 
the parish hall; get out of the car and stand on the side of your car. A minister of Communion will come to 
give you Holy Communion, in the hand. Right after receiving Holy Communion you get back to your car 
and drive back home.  



REFLECTING ON THE WORD . . . . GUIDEPOSTS 
WIN YOUR BROTHER OVER! 

                      All three readings remind us that we are our brothers’ 
keeper. We are told in today’s gospel: “Win your brother 
over!” That expresses the biggest difference between the 
underlying view in the Old Testament (OT) and in the New 
Testament (NT). In the OT it was more a rejection and 
punishment in order to establish the pure community. In 
the New Testament the underlying tone is love, to win the 
brother back. In the few cases of apparent strictness in the 
New Testament, (see 1 Tim 5:20; 2 Tim 4:2; Tit 1:9, 13; 
2:5 and especially the first clear “excommunication” in 1 
Cor 5:1-5), it still is obvious that the Church does not want 
to excommunicate as punishment but as a last chance for 
somebody to think it over and come back. 
        When Jesus says, “If your brother sins . . . ,” it is to 
say that the fellowship of his followers is not made up of 
perfect persons . . . but of saints and sinners, of wheat and 
weeds, of men and women who are journeying together as 
a community of reconciliation (that is to say, paroikia), 
until they reach the final destination: the community of the 
saints which is heaven. This call to engage in fraternal  
correction has got to be one of the more difficult aspects of 
living out our being a community of reconciliation.    
        Thus, today’s gospel teaches us that when we have to 
correct people, it should always be in the spirit of fraternal 
charity and concern. As the writer Frank Clark puts it, 
“Criticism, like rain, should be gentle enough to nourish a 
man’s growth without destroying his roots.” Just as too 
much water destroys a plant, so does too much negative 
criticism destroy a person’s growth.  
        Paul’s exhortation (today’s second reading) to “owe 
nothing to anyone, except to love one another” finds      
fulfillment in the difficult area of fraternal correction. Such 
love fulfills the law.  

We are to be a Real Community 

The readings today provide a clear picture of 
what it means to care, truly care, about our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 

We are to be a real community, joined together 
in mutual love and support. This commitment to 
community is not always easy, however. It can be a 
real challenge. In the first reading the prophet     
Ezekiel tells us about his assignment to minister to 
the community, the house of Israel. Sometimes a 
prophet’s message is one of consolation and God’s 
loving care for his people, but today we hear of    
another kind of message. It is a warning. Thus, it 
happens that often the prophet’s message is not one 
people want to hear. But it must be spoken loud and 
clear in the community where people really care 
about each other. 

Communities are not perfect. From time to 
time there will be conflicts, controversies, and real 
difficulties between members. In today’s gospel 
Matthew quotes Jesus’ advice for dealing with these 
situations to bring home the message that the im-
portant thing is that the situation must be confronted. 
If it is ignored and allowed to fester, it can cause real 
harm to the community. Thus, fraternal correction is 
necessary. In today’s second reading, Paul reminds 
us that any such correction must be motivated by our 
love for our brother or sister.  
                            Following Christ can be a real challenge in 
today’s world, however, especially as it is not the 
values that Christ teaches in the gospels that run our 
world. This makes the reality of the Christian     
community so important.  
                       Our faith is lived in community. Our faith is not 
only about what we believe; it is primarily about 
how we live — and love. Our selfish needs and    
interests must give way to what is good or best for 
the COMMUNITY.  

PEACE, NOT WAR! 
A war-loving chief demanded that his gentle (and wiser) 
son prove his worthiness to assume leadership of the 
clan. The youth was challenged to bring proof that he had 
killed three enemies. Several days later, the son returned 
with three smiling members of a rival clan. “You were 
ordered to kill three enemies!” the chief thundered. “I 
did,” the son replied. “I made them our friends.”  
********* 
And here’s an experience shared by a parent: When he 
faced the unpleasant task of confronting one of his teen-
agers, he always said God has given you to me to care for 
and to love and I need to talk with you about this issue or 
this habit because someday I will be standing before 
God’s judgment seat and he will ask me why I didn’t do a 
better job. I know it’s one of the hardest jobs I have to do.  

A persevering, gentle approach  
is more effective than a harsh, negative one. 

 
                    The following Aesop’s fable is worth considering 
when thinking of the approach or manner of fraternal    
correction: Once the sun and the wind made a bet as to 
who was mightier as to compel a guy wearing a jacket to 
remove it.  
       “That’s easy,” the wind bragged as it blew hard and 
violent. But the more he did, the more the man wrapped 
his arms around his jacket. After several more attempts, 
the wind gave up.  
        Then it was the turn of the sun. Using no force nor 
violence, the sun simply kept raising the temperature. In no 
time the man started to perspire.  Unable to bear the heat, 
the man quickly removed his jacket.  
       The moral: A persevering, gentle approach is more 
effective than a harsh, negative one. 



Contributions Counted and Deposited: 

Aug. 16, 2020 …………… $ 440.00 
Aug. 30, 2020 …………… $ 810.00 
Aug. 2020 online giving …$ 1,435.00 

It’s One of the Crosses that we Must Carry Willingly 

                                Last week we heard Jesus tell his disciples that those 
who wish to follow him must first take up their cross. One 
of these crosses is to take the responsibility to hold others 
accountable. Whether it is individually, like Ezekiel, or with 
a community, like the early church in Matthew, we are   
obligated to call others to account when they act unjustly or 
unmercifully. It can be difficult to correct a subordinate, 
awkward to correct a peer, and scary to correct a leader. But 
we are called to do so, out of love for our neighbor, so that a 
conversion of heart may take place. 
 

********** 
“We find comfort among those who agree with us - growth                
                                                                                among those who don't.” ——- Frank Clark. 
“If you can find a path with no obstacles, it probably doesn’t  
                                                                               lead anywhere.” —————— Frank Clark. 
To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover that the  
                                  prisoner was you. ——- Lewis B. Smedes. 
“Those who say, ‘I love God,’ and hate their brothers or sisters,       
                               are liars.” (1 John 4:20). 

THIS WEEK’S SAINTS/OBSERVANCES:  
During your weekday individual/private prayers,  

don’t forget to include the prayer intentions of the Church,  
and pray with the saints. 

Sep. 7, Mon. Labor Day is observed today. We pray for 
the sanctification of human labor.   
Sep. 8, Tue. Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. This 5th 
century feast marks the anniversary of the dedication of a 
basilica in Jerusalem built, according to tradition, on the 
location of the home of St. Anne, the mother of Mary, 
patroness of Cuba. 
Sep. 9, Wed. St. Peter Claver, Priest (1580-1654). Born in 
Spain, he joined the Jesuits. He went to the missions in 
Cartagena, in Colombia, which was then the center of the 
slave trade. For 38 years he devoted to caring for African 
slaves, baptizing over 300,000; called himself “the slaves 
of the slaves forever;” patron of Colombia and of all     
missions to black peoples.  
Sep. 12, Sat. The Most Holy Name of the Virgin Mary). 
Out of love, God chose Mary to be the mother of Jesus. 
May we always invoke her name in our own prayer.  

Please include in your prayers, God’s   
blessing of good health on John    
Inman,  Michael Fox, Gloria         
Rodriguez, Baby Noelani and Baby 
Ellie, and Patricia Lumas who was 
hurt in a car accident this past week.  

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

          My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire 
to receive You into my soul.  
                           Since I cannot at this moment receive You           
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  
                           I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be        
separated from You. Amen. 

 

QUESTIONS to ponder: 

Have you ever wondered why so many attend War 
Colleges or Institute for Strategic Studies? Why do we have 
so many schools for violence such as the Army School, Air 
Forces School, and so on? Why, on the other hand, do we 
hardly have any Institute for Peace, Centers for Conflict 
Resolutions, or Offices for Reconciliation, or Schools for 
Forgiveness? Even our childhood toys have often been of 
weaponry instead of constructive tools like Lego pieces. 

 

The Scriptural Simplification 
Complex problems call for different strategies. But 

the scriptural simplification is peace in the soul and love in 
the home, piece by small piece, neighbor by single      
neighbor, beginning with the human person beside you 
whom you must learn to call brother or sister. The call to 
prophetic dialogue must be based, not just in the name of 
truth and justice, but in the name of peace and love as well. 
Beyond prophetic dialogue it will then have become       
fraternal dialogue likewise. 

GOOD FRIDAY COLLECTION . . . For the Holy Land 
due on September 13th. 

                    Pope Francis has asked parishes throughout the world 
to support the Pontifical Collection for the Support of the 
Holy Land. This collection is usually held on Good Friday 
but has been moved to the weekend of September 13, 
due to the pandemic. Why September 13th, you may ask? 
Because it is the Sunday closest to the Feast of the        
Exaltation of the Holy Cross, which is celebrated with   
particular solemnity in Jerusalem.  
         The Cross still characterizes and accompanies the 
journey of the small Christian community that lives in the 
Holy Land and throughout the Middle East that carries the 
Cross in the midst of situations of conflict on the one hand 
and indifference on the other..   
                         To make a contribution:  
            = please visit www.myfranciscan.org/good-friday  
            = or send it  to St. Thomas Indian Mission,  
                        P. O. Box 1176, Winterhaven CA 92283, in a 
separate envelope from the one containing your regular 

Sunday contribution to our parish. You may send both 
envelopes together in one bigger envelope. 

A priest was asked by a politician, “name one thing the 
government can do to help the church.” The priest    
replied, “Quit making $1 bills.” 
Did you hear the one about the man who opened a     
dry-cleaning business next door to the convent? He 
asked the Mother Superior if she had any dirty habits. 

Lest we 

forget, 

Laughter 

is also a 

Medicine! 
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