
ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION 

Fort Yuma, California,    P. O. Box 1176,    Winterhaven,  CA 92283    Tel: 760-572-0283 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A 
Sept, 20, 2020 — Annual  Catechetical Sunday 

  Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org 
Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com 

  Pastor: Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa 

Create an Atmosphere of Prayer: Before you    

follow the streamed Mass, you put yourself in an 

atmosphere of prayer. You may mention your    

personal intentions; then ask God to forgive all the 

sins you may have committed. Deep in your heart, 

express, among other things,  your desire for    

forgiveness from the people that you may have 

offended and your sincere forgiveness for all 

those who may have offended you.    

Ist Reading:  
Isaiah 55:6-9 

Seek the LORD 
while he may be 
found, call him 
while he is near. Let 
the scoundrel forsake 
his way, and the 
wicked his thoughts; 
let him turn to the 
LORD for mercy; to 
our God, who is  
generous in forgiving. 
For my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways 
my ways, says the 
LORD. As high as 
the heavens are 
above the earth, so 
high are my ways 
above your ways 
and my thoughts 
above your thoughts. 
The Word of the 
Lord.     

Gospel Reading:  Matthew 20:1-16a 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner who went out at dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard.  
After agreeing with them for the usual daily wage, he sent them into 
his vineyard. Going out about nine o’clock, the landowner saw others 
standing idle in the marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go 
into my vineyard, and I will give you what is just.’ So they went off. 
And he went out again around noon, and around three o’clock, and did 
likewise. Going out about five o’clock, the landowner found others 
standing around, and said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all 
day?’ They answered, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, 
‘You too go into my vineyard.’ When it was evening the owner of the 
vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Summon the laborers and give them 
their pay, beginning with the last and ending with the first.’ When 
those who had started about five o’clock came, each received the usual 
daily wage. So when the first came, they thought that they would re-
ceive more, but each of them also got the usual wage. And on receiv-
ing it they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last ones 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us, who bore 
the day’s burden and the heat.’ He said to one of them in reply, ‘My 
friend, I am not cheating you. Did you not agree with me for the usual 
daily wage?  Take what is yours and go. What if I wish to give this last 
one the same as you? Or am I not free to do as I wish with my own 
money?  Are you envious because I am generous?’ Thus, the last will 
be first, and the first will be last.”  The Gospel of the Lord.                      

2nd Reading:              
Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a  

Brothers and sisters: 
Christ will be magni-
fied in my body, 
whether by life or by 
death. For to me life is 
Christ, and death is 
gain. If I go on living 
in the flesh, that means 
fruitful labor for 
me. And I do not know 
which I shall choose. I 
am caught between the 
two. I long to depart 
this life and be with 
Christ, for that is far 
better. Yet that I re-
main in the flesh 
is more necessary for 
your benefit. Only, 
conduct yourselves in 
a way worthy of the 
gospel of Christ.     
The Word of the Lord.     

                    

Our Response to the Psalm:  The Lord is near to all who call upon him.   

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, Almighty God and Father, we worship 
You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glory. Lord Jesus 
Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  You take 
away the sin of the world: have  mercy on us; You are   seated at 
the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. For You alone 
are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, You alone are the 
Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of the 
Father. Amen. 

                           Every Sunday morning, you may come to the parish and receive Holy Communion at any time between 8:00 
AM and 9:30 AM after following an online Sunday Mass. The most convenient way to follow an online Mass is as 
follows: you go to mass-online.org then scroll down and click “Holy Mass in English” and in a few seconds a list 
of Sunday Masses in Catholic Churches in many places in the country will all be in front of you; then click in the 
Church name of your choice in the calendar; then click “Watch live Holy Mass.”  
         Right after the online Mass, you put on your face mask and drive to the parish; you park your car by the parish 
hall; get out of the car and stand on the side of your car. A minister of Communion will come to give you Holy Com-
munion, in the hand. Right after receiving Holy Communion you get back to your car and drive back home.  



REFLECTING ON THE WORD . . . . GUIDEPOSTS 
GOD’S FAIRNESS 

        Looking back, our readings over the past weeks have 
confronted us with thoughts that run counter to general 
opinions. The general opinion is that we should stay out of 
people’s private affairs. The operative phrases are “It’s 
none of my business,” or “Mind your own business!” It 
was startling to hear from the Gospel two weeks ago that 
God will hold us personally accountable for the sins of 
those we fail to attempt to correct for their potentially    
sinful ways. Another general opinion is that we have a 
right for “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” It is 
hard to accept Jesus telling us to forgive those who wrong 
us, that there is no excuse for a failure to forgive. Our   
general opinion is that some people do not deserve         
forgiveness. 
        Today we are challenged to examine our notions of 
fairness and justice. The general notion is that those who 
stay the course longer should get the greater reward --- 
even in heaven. The Gospel tries to shake this notion out of 
our hearts. We are familiar with the parable of the lost 
sheep which tells us that there will be more rejoicing over 
the one found sheep than over the 99 who stayed faithful. 
We do not like this notion. Surely we 99 faithful people 
will be rewarded better than the one of us who strayed!  

God is generous; however, we must let God be  

generous in His own way. We try too hard to create 

God in our image and likeness rather than the other 
way around. 

GOD’S WAYS OR HUMAN WAYS 

                          Today’s readings present us with strong       
reminders that the ways of the Lord are often quite 
different from the ways of human societies,          
including our own.  
                         The first reading says it explicitly: “For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
my ways, says the Lord. As high as the heavens are 
above the earth, so high are my ways above your 
ways and my thoughts above your thoughts.”  
        The Gospel parable of the workers in the vine-
yard makes the same point in story form. God works 
with different principles than our capitalist society.        
                      We know of situations in our world where this 
contrast is drawn. We recognize that there are count-
less situations where the values of the Gospel hold 
little sway in the worlds of work and finance, in  
politics and entertainment, and in many other areas. 
        It might be good to ask ourselves squarely what 
principles guide our life. Are we really living by the 
Gospel or do we often operate in the same manner as 
those in business and politics? 
    In the second reading, St. Paul shows us the trust-
ing response Jesus is seeking, declaring that  either 
in death or freedom he joyfully lives for Christ.  

Today’s readings invite us to really embrace 
the ways of God, even when they seem so contrary 
to what we take for granted in society.  

THE LOVE WE NEED 

A parish recently chose a mother with nine children 
as its “mother of the year.” When asked if she loved all 
nine children equally, she said, “My love depends on what 
each child needs at any given moment and where they are 
at any given time.” 

Jesus seems to have a similar response in mind in 
today’s parable. Hearing Jesus tell this parable, many of 
his listeners, including us, want to cry “Unfair!”  

Jesus is clearly saying this parable is not about 
workers’ wages but about salvation. God does not want 
anyone to be lost. The parable brings home the message 
that a longtime faithful follower and a recent remorseful 
sinner stand before the Lord equally. God’s goodness 
counterbalances any human standard as a reward for hard 
work.  

Like the mother with nine children, God sees where 
each child is and waits to give them what “they need at any 
given moment.” This is what Jesus is asking his listeners to 
recognize in today’s parable. 

MERCY WITHOUT MEASURE 

An anonymous anecdote relates that a boy 
was sent by his teacher to the principal’s office for 
misbehaving in class. After hearing the facts, the 
principal took out a ledger and wrote the boy’s name 
in it. As she did so, she said, “You have not been 
sent to me before and I don’t know you very well. 
You may be a good student for all I know. At times 
even good students make mistakes. Therefore, I’ll 
make a note in pencil that you were sent here today 
and I’ll also make note of the reason you were sent. 
But, as you can see, I’m entering this note in pencil, 
and I’m not bearing down very hard. If you behave 
and are not sent to me for the rest of the year, I will 
erase this from the ledger and no one will ever know 
anything about it.” This was a lesson in mercy that 
the boy never forgot. 

Today’s Gospel and first reading offer us a 
glimpse of the mercy of God, which is a mercy with-
out measure and without memory. Unlike the kind 
principal who lightly penciled in the name of the 
young boy, God does not even keep track at all. God 
deals with sinners with a mercy we could never hope 
to merit.  

GIVING GENEROUSLY 
“Generosity is not in giving me that which I need more 

than you do, but it is in giving me that which you need 
more than I do.”  ——- Kahlil Gibran. 



THIS WEEK’S SAINTS/OBSERVANCES:  
During your weekday individual/private prayers,  

don’t forget to include the prayer intentions of the Church,  
and pray with the saints. 

Sep. 21, Mon. St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist (first 
century). Matthew (or Levi), the tax collector, is called to 
be an evangelist to proclaim the good news by word and 
deed. May we give ourselves as fully and as faithfully to 
God’s service and to the study of Scriptures as Matthew 
did.  
Sep. 23, Wed. St. Pius of Pietrelcina, priest (1887-1968). 
“Padre Pio” was born as Francesco Forgione in the Italian 
village of Pietrelcina. He joined the Capuchin friars and 
was ordained a priest. While praying before a cross, he 
received the stigmata—the bodily experience of the cruci-
fixion wounds of Jesus, just as St. Francis of Assisi had. He 
founded a hospital, the House for the Relief of Suffering. 
For 50 years at the monastery in San Giovanni Rotondo, 
Italy, he was a sought-after spiritual advisor, whose life 
was devoted to the Eucharist and prayer. Yet, despite 
such fame, he wouold often say, “I only want to be a poor 
friar who prays.” 
Sep. 26, Sat. St. Cosmas and St. Damian, martyrs (+ c. 
300). They were martyred at Cyrrhus in Syria, brother phy-
sicians known as “moneyless ones” for their gratuitous 
care of the sick; mentioned in the Roman Canon; patrons 
of physicians, surgeons, druggists, barbers, and the blind.  

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 

         Pray for the Church to live by God’s wisdom  
rather than society’s values. Pray for our catechists 
as they help both children and adults understand the 
challenge of living Gospel values. Pray for students 
of all ages to embrace those values. Pray for all of us 
to have the wisdom to seek the Lord and follow God’s 
ways. 

 

TODAY IS ANNUAL CATECHETICAL SUNDAY. 

Every third Sunday of September, the Catholic 
Church in the USA celebrates Catechetical Sunday. This 
year it is celebrated today, September 20, 2020, under the 

theme of “I received from the Lord what I also handed on 
to you.” Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to 
reflect on the role that each baptized person plays in  
handing on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel.    
It is an opportunity for each one of us to rededicate      
ourselves to this mission. 
      At Vatican II, the Catholic Church affirmed the need 
to learn from our Protestant or non-Catholic Christian 
brothers the dedication to making the Word of God availa-
ble to everyone. For many Catholics, this is easily seen as 
the task or responsibility mainly of priests, missionaries, 
catechists, and others who have  decided to dedicate  
themselves to the spreading of the Word of God. Today 
we are reminded that it is the duty not just of some but of 
every baptized person. 

Thus, hereby, I would like to publish again the  
following edifying experiences that I mentioned  in our 
Parish Bulletin of August 16th, 2020. 

 
Little Miracles? 

Sometime ago, a man from out of town emailed 
me and said that he used to come to Mass regularly but 
eventually drifted away for no apparent reason, but that 
now he is back to practicing the faith, going to Mass regu-
larly in his parish. Why? He then proceeded to explain: 
“One day while waiting for my food to be served at a piz-
za parlor in Yuma, my attention was caught by a bulletin 
of your parish which was displayed on the table. I began 
to read it and, as the pizza was now being served, the  
waiter said I could take the bulletin home. I did. Praise the 
Lord. It led me to practice my faith again.” 

Here is another edifying incident I would like to 
share: When I was still pastor of St. Richard Church in 
Borrego Springs, a parishioner told me that his coming 
back to attending Mass regularly and practicing the faith 
was triggered by his regular exposure to and browsing of 
the parish bulletin which he would find either in the car of 
his churchgoing golf buddy or in the living room of the 
latter’s house. 

  
Questions to ponder: After I read the parish bulletin, 
does it come to my mind to think of how others might be 
able to read it too? Do I read the Bible? Does it occupy a 
conspicuous place among my precious possessions? 
 
NOTE: It eventually came to my knowledge that the  
owner of the pizza parlor referred to above is a Catholic 
who used to be a non-Christian and converted to Catholic 
Christianity only a little over four years ago. On the other 
hand, the Borrego Springs parishioner who would leave a 
copy of the Bulletin in his car and/or in a conspicuous 
place in his  residence used to belong to a Protestant 
church but has converted to Catholicism. 

No Lack of Jokes . . . And some of them are funny 
A priest was driving and gets stopped for speeding. 
The state trooper smells alcohol on the priest’s breath and 
then sees an empty wine bottle on the floor of the car. 
He says, “Father, have you been drinking?” 
“Just water,” says the priest, fingers crossed. 
The trooper says, “Then why do I smell wine?” The priest looks 
at the bottle and says, “Praise be to God! He’s done it again!” 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

          My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and 
I desire to receive You into my soul.  
                           Since I cannot at this moment receive You           
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  
                           I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be        
separated from You. Amen. 
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