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  Pastor: Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa 

Ist Reading:  
Ezekiel 18:25-28 

 
Thus, says the Lord: 
You say, “The 
LORD’s way is not 
fair!” Hear now, 
house of   Israel: Is 
it my way that is 
unfair, or rather, 
are not your ways 
unfair? When 
someone virtuous 
turns away from 
virtue to commit 
iniquity, and dies, 
it is because of the 
iniquity he commit-
ted that he must die. 
But if he turns from 
the wickedness he 
has committed, he 
does what is right 
and just, he shall     
preserve his life; 
since he has turned 
away from all the 
sins that he has 
committed, he 
shall surely live,  
he shall not die. 

The Word of      
the Lord.  

Gospel Reading:   
Matthew 21:28-32 

 
                Jesus said to the chief 
priests and elders of the 
people: “What is your   
opinion? A man had two 
sons. He came to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go out and 
work in the vineyard today.’ 
He said in reply, ‘I will not, 
‘ but afterwards changed his 
mind and went. The man 
came to the other son and 
gave the same order. He 
said in reply, ‘Yes, sir, ‘but 
did not go. Which of the 
two did his father’s will?” 
They answered, “The first.” 
Jesus said to them, “Amen, 
I say to you, tax collectors 
and prostitutes are entering 
the kingdom of God before 
you. When John came to 
you in the way of righteous-
ness, you did not believe 
him; but tax collectors and 
prostitutes did. Yet even 
when you saw that, you did 
not later change your minds 
and believe him.”            
The Gospel of the Lord. 

2nd Reading: Philippians 2:1-5  
 

Brothers and sisters: If there is 
any encouragement in Christ, 
any solace in love, any partici-
pation in the Spirit, any com-
passion and mercy, complete 
my joy by being of the same 
mind, with the same love, unit-
ed in heart, thinking one thing. 
Do nothing out of selfishness 
or out of vainglory; rather, 
humbly regard others as more 
important than yourselves, each 
looking out not for his own in-
terests, but also for those of 
others. Have in you the same 
attitude that is also in Christ 
Jesus,   The Word of the Lord. 

Our Response to the Psalm:      

Remember your Mercies,      
O Lord. 

 
Your ways, O LORD, 
make known to me; teach 
me your paths, guide me in 
your truth  and teach me, 
for you are God my savior. 
R. Remember your               
               mercies, O Lord. 
 
Remember that your com-
passion, O LORD, and 
your love are from of old. 
The sins of my youth and 
my frailties remember not; 
in your kindness remember 
me, because of your good-
ness, O LORD. 
R. Remember your                   
       mercies, O Lord. 
 
Good and upright is the 
LORD; thus he shows    
sinners the way. He guides 

the humble to justice, and 
teaches the humble his 
way. 
R. Remember your  
     mercies, O Lord. 

    

   Starting this weekend (September 26/27), we are celebrating Sunday Masses outdoors, on Saturdays at 
6:30 PM and on Sundays at 7:30 AM, in the PARKING AREA by the Parish Hall.  
 
  The guidelines say there is no aggregate limit on outside congregations, but it is mandatory to come in a face 
mask (please bring your own), and observe social distancing (6 feet between people of different households)    
before, during, and after the Mass.  Moreover, singing is strictly forbidden and sign of peace prohibited. Use of 
Missalettes or the Bulletin to follow the Mass is allowed. Holy Communion is to be given only after the Final 
Blessing, in the hand. Right after receiving communion, the person leaves. 
 
Persons with disability, please arrive early — at least 15 minutes before Mass starts — so that you can park your 
cars on the alley on the side of the church (between the church and Quechan Drive) and walk back to the front of 
the Parish Hall for the Mass. People of any age with serious underlying medical conditions are urged to stay at 
home. Those who are feeling ill in any way are urged, in the strongest sense, to remain at home. 

Alleliua – John 10:27 



REFLECTING ON THE WORD . . . . GUIDEPOSTS 
A GOD WHO IS MORE THAN “FAIR” 

In his book “A Forgiving God in an Unforgiving 
World,” Christian author Ron Lee Davis tells the story of a 
priest in the Philippines who carried the burden of a secret 
sin he had committed many years before. He had repented 
but still had no sense of God’s forgiveness. 

In his parish was a woman who claimed to have     
visions in which she spoke with Christ and he with her. 
The priest was skeptical; so to test her he said, “The next 
time you speak with Christ I want you to ask him what sin 
your priest committed while he was in seminary.” The 
woman agreed.  

A few days later the priest asked, “Well, did Christ 
visit you in your dreams?” “Yes he did,” she replied. “And 
did you ask him what sin I committed in seminary?”               
                       “Yes,” she replied. “Well, what did he say?” “He said, 
‘I don’t remember.’” 
                           The priest with the tortured conscience had obviously 
failed to grasp the radical nature of divine forgiveness as 

presented by Jesus in today’s Gospel parable. The reading 
from Ezekiel makes the same point: If we acknowledge 
our past sins, turn our lives around and strive to live our 

lives according to God’s will, apparently God not only  
forgives but also forgets the sins of our past.  
          No matter what we’ve done in the past, it’s where 

we are now that matters with God.  

To be a Christian is to choose to live Christ,  
to not only speak but also do  “YES.” 

 
              God is so completely different from us. He 
is the merciful, compassionate Lord, who cannot be 
forced by our own standards of perfection and    
merits, no matter how well intended they may be. 
This truth the Lord explains with many parables, one 
of which is the parable of the two sons which is our 
Gospel for today. 

 The first son, who was told by his father to 
work in the vineyard, said he would not go, but later 
regretted it and went. The second son, who was also 
told to work in the vineyard, said he would go, but 
never went. The son who said “no” but later regret-
ted it and went represents the tax collectors and 
prostitutes whose lives have been a “No” to God, but 
who now repent and do the will of God. In contrast, 
the son who said “Yes” but did not go represents the 
Jewish leaders who professed their faith in many 
words and rituals, but did not respond to John the 
Baptist’s call for repentance. 

Behind the Gospel’s story of the two sons 
one can see the figure of a third son, who says “Yes” 
and also acts correspondingly. This son par excel-
lence is our Lord Jesus Christ – the son of God and 
son of Man. His whole life was a single “Yes” to the 
will of the Father. When Christ was about to come 
into the world, he said to God: “Here I am to do your 
will” (Heb 10:7; Ps 40:7f). And in the garden of 
Gethsemane he said: “Not my will but your will be 
done” (Mt 26:42). To be a Christian is to choose to 
live Christ, to not only speak but also do “YES.”  

When Pope John XXIII visited Rome’s    
central penitentiary the day after Christmas in 1958, 
he told the inmates: “You can’t come to me, so I 
have come to you.” As the Holy Father mingled with 
the prisoners, a murderer serving a life sentence 
asked him, “Can there be forgiveness for me?” Pope 
John replied by taking the man in his arms. No 
words were necessary. The embrace said it all.  

Jesus consorting with notorious sinners did 
not mean approval of their activities, any more than 
Pope John’s embrace of the murderer implied      
approval of his crime. By showing compassion to 
depraved people, Jesus hoped to appeal to the spark 
of goodness still in them as God’s children. He knew 
that love can break through the hardened heart more 
effectively than harsh moralizing or reprimand. In 
this sense, there is always hope.  

DO A REALITY CHECK! 

It seems clear that the message for all of us today is 
the need to do a reality check. We must ask ourselves some 
pertinent questions. How sincere am I in my faith? How do 
I spend my time, my energy, my resources? Is there any 
evidence in my daily life that I am a committed Christian? 
What does a committed Christian look like? 
                     In today’s first reading, the key is in the “turning.” 
What are you turning away from and what are you turning 
toward? It’s not what happened in the past that matters, it’s 
what you’ve turned to now. Every day we face choices, 
choices between right and wrong, choices between justice 
and injustice, choices between life and death. Each day we 
must consciously turn toward good. 

Today’s second reading gives a clear description of 
the committed Christian. Following Christ entails partici-
pation in the Spirit with compassion and mercy for all. It 
means doing nothing out of selfishness and vainglory but 
always putting others’ needs and interests ahead of oneself. 
This can be a real challenge---we must ask ourselves: “Do 
I have the courage for a reality check today?” 

True humility is not thinking less of yourself;  
it is thinking of yourself less. --- C. S. Lewis. 

 

Faith is not a matter of knowing what to say.  

Faith is a matter of knowing what to do  

and then doing it. 

The biggest challenge 
after success is shutting 
up about it. --- Criss Jami. 



THIS WEEK’S SAINTS/OBSERVANCES:  
During your weekday individual/private prayers,  

don’t forget to include the prayer intentions of the Church,  
and pray with the saints. 

Sep. 28, Mon. St. Wenceslaus, martyr (died in 929). At 
age 22, he became duke of Bohemia; sought to bring the 
faith to his people; was killed by his pagan brother 
Boleslaus. St. Wenceslaus is patron of the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia. 
Also today, the Church commemorates 16 martyrs (13 
Dominicans and 3 tertiaries) of Nagasaki, Japan, during 
the years 1633-1637; they included 9 Japanese, 4 Span-
iards, 1 Frenchman, 1 Italian, and the Filipino Lawrence 
Ruiz, the father of a family and protomartyr of the Philip-
pines; after enduring horrible tortures, their bodies were 
burned and their ashes scattered by order of the ruler, 
Tokugawa Yemitsu. They were canonized on 18 Oct. 
1987.  
Sep. 29, Tue. Sts. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael, Arch-
angels. These biblical messengers signify God’s tran-
scendence and loving care: Michael (meaning “Who is 
like God?”), Gabriel (God’s Strength), and Raphael (God’s 
Remedy); Michael: patron of security forces and pf the 
sick; Gabriel: of telecommunications and the postal ser-
vice; Raphael: of travelers and the blind. 
Sep. 30, Wed. St. Jerome, priest, Doctor of the Church 
(342-420). Born in Dalmatia, died in Bethlehem. He was a 
devout monk and ascetic; wrote numerous commen-
taries on and authored the translation of the Bible into 
the Latin language of the common people (the Vulgate); 
patron of scripture scholars; “Ignorance of Scriptures is 
ignorance of Christ.” 
Oct. 1, Thu. St. Therese of the Child Jesus, virgin, Doctor 
of the Church (1873-1897). Patroness of the missions.  
Oct. 2, Fri. The Holy Guardian Angels.  

 

FINALLY . . .  
If we’ve said “no” to the Father, we can change our mind. If 
we feel we’ve been pretty faithful to God throughout our 
lives, trying to always say “yes’ and doing what God wants, 
then there are a few things we need to pray for: pray to be 
humble, thank him for the graces he’s given us, pray for the 
grace to remain close to him, pray for those who have     
forgotten about God and ask for a heart that does not hold 
grudges. 

No Lack of Jokes . . . And some of them are funny 

                      A Jew and a Christian were arguing about the ways 
of their religion. The Jewish man said, “You people have 
been taking things from us for thousands of years. The Ten 
Commandments, for instance.” 
                   The Christian replied, “Well, it’s true that we took the 
Ten Commandments from you, but you can’t actually say 
that we’ve kept them.” 

AN ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

          My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, and 
I desire to receive You into my soul.  
                           Since I cannot at this moment receive You           
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  
                           I embrace You as if You were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be        
separated from You. Amen. 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE 
                  The 40 Days for Life Fall Campaign of fasting and prayer 
vigils begins September 23rd till November 1st to ask for 
God’s intervention to end abortion. Through 40 Days for Life 
prayers vigils, more than 17,200 babies have been saved and 
107 abortion centers have closed since 2007. 
       Stand for Life and pray for the end of abortion. If you 

can, please join pro-life community in prayer, fasting, and 

vigil hours. Prayer vigils will be held outside five different 

abortion facilities in San Diego county. Check the schedule of 
each location and sign up for vigil hours at 40daysforlife.com 

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL 
God guides the humble to justice and teaches them the way, 
and so in humility we bring our needs before God. 

1. For the Church, that the Holy Spirit may bind us with the 
same love, uniting us in heart, so that we may carry out 
God’s will in the world today, let us pray to the Lord. 

2. For our president and members of Congress, that they may 
have the courage to do what is right and just, even when it is 
not easy or popular, let us pray to the Lord. 

3. For those who serve in the Armed Forces here and abroad, 
that they may be kept safe from harm, let us pray to the Lord. 

4. For our Jewish brothers and sisters as they observe Yom   
Kippur, the Day of Atonement, their holiest day of the year, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

5. For ourselves, that we may humbly regard others as more 
important than ourselves, looking out for their interests and 
becoming the face of Christ for our neighbor, let us pray to 
the Lord.  

6. For those who are sick, for those in hospitals, in nursing 
homes, or confined to home by illness or infirmity, let us 
pray to the Lord. 

Merciful God, remember your compassion as we struggle to 
do your will. Listen to the prayers we make, and, in your 
kindness, answer us through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

That God’s standard of mercy is unfathomable by  
human logic may be expressed in  

the following anecdote:  
                       A teacher asked a little boy in school, “if you had five 
dollars and you asked your father for another five dollars, 
how many dollars do you have?”  
        The boy answered, “five dollars.” The teacher shook 
her head and said, “you don’t know your math.” The child 
said, “you don’t know my father.”  
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