ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION
Fort Yuma, California,

P. O. Box 1176,

Winterhaven, CA 92283 Tel: 760-572-0283

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year A
October, 4, 2020

Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org
Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com
Pastor: Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa

Starting the weekend of September 26/27, our Sunday Masses are celebrated outdoors, for the time being,
on Saturdays at 6:30 PM and on Sundays at 7:30 AM, in the PARKING AREA by the Parish Hall.
Please come in a face mask and observe social distancing (6 feet between people of different households) before,
during, and after the Mass. Holy Communion is to be given only after the Final Blessing, in the hand. Right after receiving
communion, the person leaves.
Gospel Reading:
Persons with disability, please arrive early so that before the Mass starts you can
Matthew 21:33-43
park your cars on the alley on the side of the church (between the church and Quechan
Drive). People of any age with serious underlying medical conditions or are feeling ill Jesus said to the chief priests and
the elders of the people: “Hear anin any way are urged, in the strongest sense, to remain at home.
other parable. There was a land2nd Reading:
owner who planted a vineyard, put
Ist Reading: Isaiah 5:1-7
Responsorial Psalm:
Philippians 4:6-9
a hedge around it, dug a wine press
Let me now sing of my friend,
Our Response:
in it, and built a tower. Then he
Brothers and sisters:
my friend’s song concerning
The vineyard of the Lord
Have no anxiety at all, leased it to tenants and went on a
his vineyard. My friend had a
is the house of Israel.
journey. When vintage time drew
but in everything, by
vineyard on a fertile hillside;
near, he sent his servants to the
(Repeat)
prayer and petition,
he spaded it, cleared it of
tenants to obtain his produce. But
with thanksgiving,
stones, and planted the choicest
the tenants seized the servants and
A
vine
from
Egypt
you
make your requests
vines; within it he built a
one they beat, another they killed,
transplanted;
you
drove
known to God. Then
watchtower, and hewed out a
and a third they stoned. Again, he
away the nations and plant- the peace of God that
wine press. Then he looked for
sent other servants, more numerous
ed it. It put forth its foliage
surpasses all underthe crop of grapes, but what it
than the first ones, but they treated
to the Sea, its shoots as far
standing will guard
yielded was wild grapes.
as the River.
your hearts and minds them in the same way. Finally, he
Now, inhabitants of Jerusalem
Response
.
.
.
in Christ Jesus. Finally, sent his son to them, thinking,
and people of Judah, judge
‘They will respect my son.’ But
Why have you broke down
brothers and sisters,
between me and my vineyard:
when the tenants saw the son, they
its walls, so that every
whatever is true,
What more was there to do for
passer-by plucks its fruit,
whatever is honorable, said to one another, ‘This is the
my vineyard that I had not
The boar from the forest
heir. Come, let us kill him and
done? Why, when I looked for lays it waste, and the beasts whatever is just, what- acquire his inheritance.’ They
ever is pure, whatever
the crop of grapes, did it bring of the field feed upon it?
seized him, threw him out of the
is lovely, whatever is
forth wild grapes? Now, I will
Response . . .
gracious, if there is any vineyard, and killed him. What will
let you know what I mean to
Once again, O LORD of
excellence and if there the owner of the vineyard do to
do with my vineyard: take
hosts, look down from
those tenants when he comes?”
is anything worthy of
away its hedge, give it to
heaven, and see; take care
They answered him, “He will put
praise, think about
grazing, break through its wall, of this vine, and protect
those wretched men to a wretched
these things. Keep on
let it be trampled! Yes, I will
what your right hand has
death and lease his vineyard to
doing what you have
make it a ruin: it shall not be
planted, the son of man
other tenants who will give him the
learned and received
pruned or hoed, but overgrown whom you yourself made
produce at the proper times.” Jesus
and heard and seen in
with thorns and briers; I will
strong.
said to them, “Did you never read
me. Then the God of
command the clouds not to
Response . . .
in the Scriptures: The stone that the
send rain upon it. The vineyard Then we will no more with- peace will be with you. builders rejected has become the
The Word of the Lord.
of the LORD of hosts is the
draw from you; give us new
cornerstone; by the Lord has this
house of Israel, and the people life, and we will call upon
been done, and it is wonderful in
of Judah are his cherished
R. Alleluia, alleluia.
your name. O LORD, God
our eyes? Therefore, I say to you,
plant; he looked for judgment, of hosts, restore us; if your
I have chosen you from the kingdom of God will be taken
but see, bloodshed! for justice, face shine upon us, then we the world, says the
away from you and given to a
Lord, to go and bear
but hark, the outcry!
shall be saved.
people that will produce its fruit.”
The Word of the Lord.
fruit that will remain.
Response . . .
The Gospel of the Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia.

REFLECTING ON THE WORD . . . . GUIDEPOSTS
Bear fruit, yield a rich harvest.

Gratitude in all things

In the first parable we hear today, from Isaiah,
we hear a condensed history of the Chosen People.
Like Eden, this vineyard is tended lovingly by God
(“my friend”), its choicest vines fertile, full of life.
But like Eden, what it yielded was from outside the
goodness of creation. God’s wrath flares up with the
yield of wild (Hebrew beushim, meaning “stinking”
or “rotten”) grapes. Isaiah proclaims that the LORD
will take away its protection, its life-giving rain, its
tender care. Though we know that God has forgiven
the Chosen People again and again, Isaiah’s role as
prophet demands he focus the people’s attention on
their sinfulness.
The second parable, told by Jesus to the chief
priests, uses the same setting, so no doubt the chief
priests recalled the passage from Isaiah as Jesus told
the new story. They are quick to judge the greedy,
envious tenants, and rightly so, but they fail to make
the connection of their role in the parable. So too
may we. When do we persist on putting our own self
-interest before the landowner’s/my friend’s/God’s?
As in the parable immediately preceding this one,
the one we heard last Sunday, God entrusts the
vineyard, the kingdom, to those who do the work
and produce good fruit.
Now that we know what we are called to do, we
must ask how we do it. How does our faith bear
fruit? Saint Paul in today’s second reading tells us.
Pursue what is true, honorable, just, pure, and all
things worthy of God’s praise. This is how our faith
is brought to fruition. “Then the God of peace will
be with you” (Philippians 4;9).
**********

Our readings today aren’t really about vineyards and
grapes. The Scripture passages from both Isaiah and
Matthew actually are about ingratitude.
Like the vineyard owners in the readings, God has treated
us as “his cherished plant,” lavishing on us his constant,

generous, and loving care. But in our materialistic, secularized

culture, how many of us even notice our multitude of
everyday blessings, let alone acknowledge them as the
gifts from God that they are? And how many of us give
appropriate thanks?
What would it take to get us to pay attention? Or to
humble ourselves and give thanks?

Many years ago, as the story is told, a devout king was
disturbed by the ingratitude of his royal court. He prepared
a large banquet for them. When the king and his royal
guests were seated, a beggar shuffled into the hall, by
prearrangement, sat down at the king’s table and gorged
himself with food. Without saying a word, he then left the
room. The guests were furious and asked permission to seize
the tramp and tear him limb from limb for his ingratitude.
The king replied, “That beggar has done only once to an
earthly king what each of you does three times each day
for God.
the importance of stewardship

The parable highlights the importance of stewardship.
The punishment that came upon the treacherous tenants is
a consequence of their failure to acknowledge that they are
stewards, not the owners of the vineyard.
Stewardship means being entrusted with the care of
something. Necessarily, it always entails accountability. In
the parable in today’s Gospel this is described in terms of
A farmer from a rural area in the Philippines
“producing the fruits” for the owner of the vineyard.
once asked me, “Father, how do you know when a
The fault of the wicked tenants in the parable lies not
fruit-bearing tree like a mango tree is dying?” I
just in their failure on stewardship but also in their desire
answered, saying, “To tell you the truth, I really do
not know.” His remark to my response was crisp and to want it all! They decided to kill the son of the owner of
to the point. He said, “It is really very simple, Father. the vineyard ---- “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and
have his inheritance” (v 38).
You know that a fruit-bearing tree is dying when it
The theologian and spiritual writer, John Shea,
ceases to bear fruit.”
The parable thus serves as a warning especially incisively remarked:
for us, Christians. We may not be rejecting outright “Wanting it all is a crazy desire born of isolation and fear.
Its social face is acquisition and greed.
the “heir” (Jesus) but, “are we bearing fruit that
Its psychological face is accusation and defensiveness.
yields a rich harvest”?
Its
theological face is the preaching of a God I own
We must pass on God’s gifts --- whether that
rather
than a God who owns me.”
gift be our Christian faith, a talent or a wealth. To
fail to do so is, ultimately, to lose it.
“The kingdom of God will be taken away
Lucius Seneca, who lived during the lifetime of Jesus, was a great
from you and given to people
Roman orator and writer. Among his still-quoted lines is:
that will yield a rich harvest.”
“It is not the man who has too little,
What fruitfulness God is asking of you?
but the man who craves more, that is poor.”

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
CELEBRANT:
United with believers everywhere, let us pray for the
needs of our world.
LECTOR:
1. For the Church: that we may be made worthy of
producing good fruit to build up the kingdom of God,
let us pray to the Lord.
2. For a world without war: for dialogue instead of
violence, let us pray to the Lord.
3. For a world without hunger: for bread for those who
are hungry, and for generosity for those who have
bread, let us pray to the Lord.
4. For a world without injustice: for integrity, honesty,
and fairness in all our interactions with others, let us
pray to the Lord.
5. For a world where the sick are healed, the sorrowing
are comforted, the grieving are consoled, and all are
hopeful for new life, let us pray to the Lord.
6. For a world whose citizens grow in reverence for the
sanctity of all human life, let us pray to the Lord.

CELEBRANT:
Loving God, we thank you for calling us to be your
people. Strengthen our sense of responsibility that comes
with the gift you have given us. We humbly ask this
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
40 DAYS FOR LIFE
The 40 Days for Life Fall Campaign of fasting and prayer
vigils begins September 23rd till November 1st to ask for
God’s intervention to end abortion. Through 40 Days for Life
prayer vigils, more than 17,200 babies have been saved and
107 abortion centers have closed since 2007.
Stand for Life and pray for the end of abortion. If you
can, please join pro-life community in prayer, fasting, and
vigil hours. Prayer vigils will be held outside five different
abortion facilities in San Diego county. Check the schedule of
each location and sign up for vigil hours at 40daysforlife.com
**********
“Let us remember that the first human being to welcome
Mary and the Child Jesus in her womb was the child in the
womb of Elizabeth. At the Visitation, upon greeting Mary,
Elizabeth says, ‘For the moment the sound of your greeting
reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy.’”

**********
“A nation that kills its own children is a nation without
hope.”
—— St. John Paul II.
“It is a poverty to decide that a child must die so that you
may live as you wish.” —- Mother Teresa
“The greatest destroyer of peace in the world is abortion.”
—- Mother Teresa
Thus, for a Christian, the very first thing to consider when
choosing a person to support, or a leader to choose, etc., is
that the person should be PRO-LIFE.

THIS WEEK’S SAINTS/OBSERVANCES:
Oct. 5, Mon. Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos, priest (18191867). Born in Germany, joined the Redemptorist congregation, was sent to the USA in 1843, where he was
ordained a priest in 1844, began his ministry as assistant
pastor of his confrere St. John Neumann, and later became a full-time itinerant missionary. He died of yellow
fever, in New Orleans, on 4 October 1867 and was declared “Blessed” by Pope John Paul II on 9 April 2000.
Oct. 6, Tue. St. Bruno, priest (1030-1101). Born in
Germany, he became a priest, a professor of theology,
and later began to live as a hermit with six others and
together they began the Carthusian order. Later, he
founded a second monastery in Calabria, Italy. Their
motto: ”While the world changes, the cross stands firm.”
Oct. 6, Tue. Blessed Marie Rose Durocher, virgin (18111849). Born in St. Antoine, Quebec; she began the first
Canadian parish sodality for women; founded the Sisters
of the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary for Christian
education.
Oct. 7, Wed. Our Lady of the Rosary. This memorial,
established by Pope St. Pius V in thanksgiving for the
victory at Lepanto, 7 Oct. 1571, recalls the rosary and its
meditation on the mysteries of Christ and our salvation.
Oct. 9, Fri. St. Denis, or Dionysius, bishop and martyr,
and Companions (+258). First bishop of Paris; martyred
with the presbyter — Eleutherius, and the deacon —
Rusticus, on Montmartre (or mount of martyrs); patron
of Paris and of France.
Oct. 9, Fri. St. John Leonardi, priest (1542-1609). Born at
Lucca, Italy; founded in 1574 the Congregation of Clerics
Regular of the Mother of God (OMD); in 1579 he formed
the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; and cofounded
with St. Philip Neri in Rome the Collegio Urbano which
trains priests for the foreign missions.

once more . . . god’s unfathomable Ways!
One night, a very pious lady was walking home
from her weekly Bible study when she was accosted by
a purse snatcher. As the thief tugged hard on her handbag, the lady shouted out: “Acts 2:38 – ‘Repent and be
baptized that your sins might be forgiven.’”
The robber quickly threw up his hands, cowering in
fear. Just then, a police cruiser passed by, an officer
jumped out, and the thief was promptly handcuffed.
While leading the shaken criminal away, the police
officer said, “Geez, Buddy, you gave up rather easily;
why such a quick surrender?” The robber replied, “Are
you kidding? She said she had an axe and two 38s!”
*********
Do you know why so many really great violinists of
the world are Jewish, but very few pianists? Have
you ever tried to flee persecution with a piano?

Darren S. Mattice
Funeral Director
Owner

928.782.9865
775 S 5th Avenue, Yuma, AZ 85364

Darren@yumamortuary.com
www.yumamortuary.com

SOFT CLOTH
CAR WASH
Ride with pride;
drive a clean car!
900 South 4th Ave

783-3116

Trevor T. White

lawoffice@shadlelaw.com
Se habla Español • (928) 783-8321
833 E. Plaza Cir #100 • Yuma, AZ
Estate Planning, Wills, Trusts
Business & Contract Law
Real Estate & Property Matters
Probate, Guardianship & Conservatorship
Licensed in AZ & CA

Contact David Duran to place an ad today!
dduran@4LPi.com or (414) 282-1539

&
YUMA automotive
transmission SERVICE

Brett Simala
Stan Simala

928.783.6111

fax:928.783.2818
841 20th Avenue
yatracing45@hotmail.com
Yuma, AZ 85364

www.YumaAutoAndTrans.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com

Saint Thomas Indian Mission Church, Winterhave, CA

A 4C 05-1147

