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Ist Reading:          
Exodus 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17      

In those days, God delivered 
all these commandments:  

“I, the LORD, am your 
God, who brought you out 
of the land of Egypt, that 
place of slavery. You shall 
not have other gods besides 
me.  “You shall not take the 
name of the LORD, your 
God, in vain. For the LORD 
will not leave unpunished 
the one who takes his name 
in vain. “Remember to keep 
holy the sabbath day. “Honor 
your father and your mother, 
that you may have a long 
life in the land which the 
LORD, your God, is giving 
you. You shall not kill. You 
shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. You shall 
not bear false witness against 
your neighbor. You shall not 
covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s wife, nor his 
male or female slave, nor 
his ox or ass, nor anything 
else that belongs to him.” 

 The Word of the Lord.  

    Our Sunday Masses are now held inside the Church,  
on Saturdays at 4:30 PM and on Sundays at 8:30 AM.   

Please come in a face mask and observe social distancing.  
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The precepts of the LORD 
are right, rejoicing the 
heart; the command of the 
LORD is clear, enlighten-
ing the eye.  
R.  
The fear of the LORD is 
pure, enduring forever; the 
ordinances of the LORD 
are true, all of them just. 
R.  
They are more precious 
than gold, than a heap of 
purest gold; sweeter also 
than syrup or honey from 
the comb.                       
R.  

Gospel Acclamation 

All: Praise to you   Lord      
                     Jesus Christ, King of   
                    endless glory.  

Lector:  God so loved 
the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that every-
one who believes in him 
might have eternal life.. 

All: Praise to you Lord           
                       Jesus Christ, King       
            of endless glory.   

2nd Reading:   
1 Corinthians 1:22-25 

Brothers and sisters: Jews 
demand signs and Greeks 
look for wisdom, but we 
proclaim Christ crucified, 
a stumbling block to Jews 
and foolishness to Gentiles, 
but to those who are called, 
Jews and Greeks alike, 
Christ the power of God 
and the wisdom of God. For 
the foolishness of God is 
wiser than human wisdom, 
and the weakness of God is 
stronger than human strength.     
        The Word of the Lord.  

The Mystery of Faith: 
We proclaim your Death, 
O Lord, and profess your 

Resurrection until you 
come again. 

  temple and in three days I 
will raise it up.” The Jews 
said, “This temple has 
been under construction 
for forty-six years, and 
you will raise it up in 
three days?” But he was 
speaking about the temple 
of his body. Therefore, 
when he was raised from 
the dead, his disciples  
remembered that he had 
said this, and they came to 
believe the Scripture and 
the word Jesus had spoken.  

While he was in 
Jerusalem for the feast of 
Passover, many began to 
believe in his name when 
they saw the signs he was 
doing. But Jesus would 
not trust himself to them 
because he knew them all, 
and did not need anyone 
to testify about human 
nature. He himself under-
stood it well. 
       The Gospel of the Lord.  

Gospel: John 2:13-25  
 
Since the Passover of the 
Jews was near, Jesus went 
up to Jerusalem. He found 
in the temple area those 
who sold oxen, sheep, and 
doves, as well as the money 
changers seated there. He 
made a whip out of cords 
and drove them all out of 
the temple area, with the 
sheep and oxen, and spilled 
the coins of the money 
changers and overturned 
their tables, and to those 
who sold doves he said, 
“Take these out of here, 
and stop making my Father’s 

house a marketplace.” 
His disciples recalled the 
words of Scripture, Zeal 
for your house will con-
sume me. At this the 
Jews answered and said 
to him, “What sign can 
you show us for doing 
this?” Jesus answered and 
said to them, “Destroy this 

PLEASE NOTE: One who is sick or is feeling “under 
the weather” is asked to not attend the Mass but    

to follow a streamed Sunday Mass at home.  

 

Responsorial Psalm: 

“Lord, you have the 
words of everlasting life.” 
 
The law of the LORD is  
perfect, refreshing the soul; 
The decree of the LORD is 
trustworthy, giving wisdom 
to the simple. R.  

 



REFLECTING ON THE WORD . . . . GUIDEPOSTS 
The Body of Christ, the new Temple, is Us.  

Zeal for God’s House, made of Living Stones, 
Consumes Us. 

Elsewhere in his epistle to the Corinthians, 
Saint Paul wrote, “your body is a temple of the Holy 
Spirit within you” (1 Cor. 6:19). A few centuries 
later, Saint Augustine wrote of today’s Gospel, 
“God’s temple is holy, and you are that temple.” 

One primary thing that is different now is that 
the stones that make up the Body of Christ, the true 
temple, are stones of flesh and blood: yours and 
mine and all who have gone before us in faith and 
all who will come afterwards. 

Like the temple in Jerusalem, we are also in 
need of cleansing from time to time. Is the Holy 
Spirit’s home in me a place taken over by money 
changers and commercial interests: How can I get 
more money? What more can I buy for myself? 
What’s in it for me? Also, not only am I a temple of 
the Holy Spirit, so are my family members, my 
coworkers, my neighbors. Everyone I come in con-
tact with is potentially a temple of the third person 
of the Trinity. Do I treat others as if they are? 

Precious stones need care and polish. Ours is 
supplied at the table of the Eucharist where we ask 
God’s inspiration and presence as we are called to 
assume the task of being the new temple, the Body 
of Christ. 

On Anger. . . 
Aristotle on anger states that to be angry is 

easy, but to be angry with the right person, and to 
the right degree, and at the right time and for the 
right purpose, is not easy. It would take a person 
who has the fire and the passion for what is good 
and just to show such anger. Some call it “holy” 
anger or, as Shakespeare would put it, “noble” an-
ger, an anger that is more of a hunger for what is 
right. Under this designation Jesus’ anger falls. He 
was angry at how innocent people were victimized 
by frauds and crooks who performed their crimes in 
the name of worship.  

Jesus was not destroying temple worship as the 
Jews were accusing him of in this gospel story. The 
structure of a temple or a church remains and will 
remain as a special place for worship. But Jesus 
went further. Respect and concern for another    
person is also a form of worshipping God, for, as 
St. Paul says, the presence of God in every person 
makes him or her a building of God, a temple of the 
Holy Spirit. 

The words written above the doors of a church 

building express the same message: “IF YOU 
DON’T FIND ME IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD, 
YOU WON’T FIND ME HERE.” 

A TIME FOR CLEANSING 

Lent takes us into the desert where we can face our-
selves and our temptations. We are asked to do self-
confrontation or reconciliation with God and with ourselves.  

Crudely translated, reconciliation means “eyelash to 
eyelash.” In confession this is precisely what we do: we stand 
eyelash to eyelash with God. If Lent is to have value, this is 
precisely what we must do. We must create a wilderness for 
ourselves where there is nothing to do but face ourselves 
and God. We must create a space for ourselves where there 
is nothing to distract us from the truth. 

 
A CHECKLIST FOR OUR SELF-EXAMINATION 

Our reading from Exodus, the Ten Commandments, 
offers us the checklist for our self-examination; but we must 
be careful to explore the depths of these commands. Many 
of us will state that we have never broken the First Command-
ment: “I am the Lord your God. You will have no other gods  
before me.” In actuality, this might be the most broken.  

It is easy to admit that some of us make money or success 
or possessions more important than God, but there’s much 
more here than this. This commandment is about priorities, 
about setting out that which is most important in our lives. 
All too often, when making a decision about our priorities, 
we choose ourselves over God.  

We do well to remember that in John’s Gospel we see 
a side of Jesus that can be disturbing. This passage shows 
the Son of God, the One we regard as the gentle healer of 
souls, as being angry. Not only is He angry, He makes a 
whip and uses it. If we are willing to stand face to face with 
God, we must be prepared to encounter this side of Him.  

We continue to stretch, abuse and otherwise ignore the 
First Commandment by setting our wants and desires, our 
comforts and pleasures ahead of what God wants. As we 
stare at God, eyelash to eyelash, we have to truthfully ask: 
Have we made God more important than our families, than 
our jobs, than our pleasures, than our own very lives? Or, 
do we still excuse missing Mass, not participating with 
God’s family, not making quality time for our children or 
our spouses?  

If our Lent is to be of value, we must look squarely  
into the eyes of God and see what is reflected back at us.  

 

Jesus, the New Temple 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus displays his zeal for the temple 

by his anger-filled act of purification. Appalled by the    
apparent desecrating actions of the merchants, Jesus reacts: 
“Zeal for your house will consume me.” 

While Jesus may be demonstrating his zeal for the   
temple in Jerusalem, he is drawing attention to the new era 
when his resurrected body will be its temple. At the same 
time, he is demonstrating to his disciples the reverence he 
wants them to have for their own body, which is home to 
the Holy Spirit. 



 

Prayer of the faithful 

CELEBRANT: Let us turn to the Lord with our prayers 
asking for all we need to be faithful to the work of     
conversion, repenting of all that takes us away from God:  

LECTOR: 

1) That, by prayer, fasting and almsgiving, the holy    
people of God will be cleansed of their sins and found 
worthy to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, we pray. 

2) That all Christians and all people of goodwill may   
listen to the Word of God and obey his commandments 
in their daily lives, we pray.  

3) That we will find time each day for God, seek him in 
the silence of our hearts and learn to love him more and 
more, we pray.  

4) For our Holy Father, Pope Francis, as he journeys to 
the ancient Christian cities of Iraq to stand with the 
Church of that nation which has suffered so much       
persecution for adhering to the Gospel, we pray.  

5) For all who are sick or suffering, lonely or bereaved, 
that the Lord will bring healing to the sick, comfort to the 
dying, conversion to sinners, and light to those experi-
encing darkness, we pray. 

CELEBRANT: 

God our Father, in charity, fasting and prayer you have 
shown us a remedy for sin. Listen in love to our prayers 
and lift up our hearts with the assurance of your mercy. 
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.   

 A REMINDER RE CORONA VIRUS PROTOCOLS: 

The virus that causes COVID-19 spreads mainly 
from person to person, typically through respiratory 
droplets from coughing, sneezing, or talking.                                         
                       Airborne transmission is infection spread through 
exposure to those virus-containing respiratory droplets 
comprised of smaller droplets and particles that can 
remain suspended in the air over long distances (usually 
greater than 6 feet) and time (typically hours).                     
                       Also, it may be possible that a  person can get 
COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the 
virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or 
possibly their eyes. 

When should I quarantine for the  
coronavirus disease? 

 
• You were within 6 feet of someone who has 

COVID-19 for a total of 15 minutes or more. 
 
• You provided care at home to someone who is 

sick with COVID-19. 
 
• You had direct physical contact with the person 

(hugged or kissed them), even for a few sec-
onds. 

 
• You shared eating or drinking utensils. 
 

Do I still need to quarantine after I tested   

negative for COVID-19 but was  

exposed to someone who has COVID-19? 

 

Yes. You should still self-quarantine for 14 

days since your last exposure. It can take up to 14 

days after exposure to the virus for a person to de-

velop COVID-19 symptoms.  

A negative result before end of the 14-day 

quarantine period does not rule out possible         

infection.  

By self-quarantining for 14 days, you lower the 

chance of possibly exposing others to COVID-19.  

The best way to protect yourself and others is 

to stay home for 14 days if you think you’ve been 

exposed to someone who has COVID-19. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
1.) Next weekend (March 13-14) has been designated 
for the 2021 Annual Lenten Collection. Special enve-
lopes will be distributed on your way out after the Mass 
for this collection which supports the works of Catholic 
Relief Services, the Church in Africa, and the Church in 
Latin America.  
 
2.)Those who need a printout of their 2020 parish  
contributions may just call me or leave a note on their 
contribution envelope before dropping it in the collection 
basket. 
 
3.) With a Father’s Heart: Reflection on St. Joseph.  
To celebrate the Year of St. Joseph, all are invited to a 
reflection offered by Auxiliary Bishop Ramon Bejarano 
in English on Tuesday, March 16th from 10-11 am via 
Zoom. The same reflection will be offered in Spanish 
from 6:30-7:30 pm via Zoom. Attendance at the reflec-
tions is free, but pre-registration is required. For more 
information, please call 858-490-8232. 

Parish Support:  Feb. 27-28 Collections: $ 818 
Via Online: Feb. 23—Feb. 28, 2021: $ 85  

Prayer: O God, whose foolishness is wise and whose weakness is strong, by the working of your grace in the   
disciplines of Lent cleanse the temple of your church and purify the sanctuary of our hearts. Let zeal for your house 
consume us and obedience to your commandments absorb us, that we may come to the Easter festival prepared to 
renew our baptismal covenant. Amen. 
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