
ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION 

Fort Yuma, California | P. O. Box 1176, Winterhaven, CA 92283     Fifth Sunday  
of Lent, Year B  

March 21, 2021 
  Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org 

  Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com 

Ist Reading:          
Jeremiah 31:31-34      

The days are coming, says 
the Lord, when I will make 
a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. It will not 
be like the covenant I made 
with their fathers the day I 
took them by the hand to 
lead them forth from the 
land of Egypt; for they 
broke my covenant, and I 
had to show myself their 
master, says the Lord. But 
this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of 
Israel after those days, says 
the Lord. I will place my 
law within them and write it 
upon their hearts; I will be 
their God, and they shall be 
my people. No longer will 
they have need to teach their 
friends and relatives how to 
know the Lord. All, from 
least to greatest, shall know 
me, says the Lord, for I will 
forgive their evildoing and 
remember their sin no more. 
 The Word of the Lord.  

    Our Sunday Masses are now held inside the Church,  
on Saturdays at 4:30 PM and on Sundays at 8:30 AM.   

Please come in a face mask and observe social distancing.  

Tel: 760-572-0283 
Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa 

Pastor 

cleanse me.  
R.  
A clean heart create for 
me, O God, and a steadfast 
spirit renew within me. 
Cast me not out from your 
presence, and your Holy 
Spirit take not from me.  
R.  
Give me back the joy of 
your salvation, and a will-
ing spirit sustain in me. I 
will teach transgressors 
your ways, and sinners 
shall return to you.  
R.  

The mission is in need of some repairs: 1. Sand and revarnish 
front doors and windows, 2. Wash outside walls of church and 
Hall, 3. Yard cleaning and maintenance. We are looking for   
volunteers to donate their time and supplies for this project to 
take place on 27th 28th of March before it gets too hot.  
If willing to help, please contact  Steve Taylor (928-941-5179 or 
captinfreon@aol.com) or Rosanne Rutherford (928-782-3116 or 
ronroeyuma@aol.com) who will see to it that Covid protocols 
are observed, esp. only a limited number of workers at a time.  

Gospel: John 12:20-33  

Some Greeks who had 
come to worship at the 
Passover Feast came to 
Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
asked him, “Sir, we would 
like to see Jesus.” Philip 
went and told Andrew; 
then Andrew and Philip 
went and told Jesus. Jesus 
answered them, “The hour 
has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified. Amen, 
amen, I say to you, unless 
a grain of wheat falls to 
the ground and dies, it 
remains just a grain of 
wheat; but if it dies, it  

Lector:   Gospel  
           Acclamation:                  

All: Praise to you,  Lord          
                   Jesus Christ, King of   
                   endless glory.  

Lector:  Whoever serves        
                    me must follow me,            
                     says the Lord; and                   
                    where  I am, there also       
                     will my servant be. 

All: Praise to you, Lord        
                   Jesus Christ, King of     
                   endless glory.   

PLEASE NOTE: One who is sick or is feeling “under 
the weather” is asked to not attend the Mass but    

to follow a streamed Sunday Mass at home.  

produces much fruit. Who- 
ever loves his life loses it, 
and whoever hates his life 
in this world will preserve 
it for eternal life. Whoever 
serves me must follow me, 
and where I am, there also 
will my servant be.  The 
Father will honor whoever 
serves me.  

“I am troubled now. 
Yet what should I say? 
‘Father, save me from this 
hour’? But it was for this 
purpose that I came to this 
hour. Father, glorify your 
name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have glo-
rified it and will glorify it 
again.” The crowd there 
heard it and said it was 
thunder; but others said, 
“An angel has spoken to 
him.” Jesus answered and 
said, “This voice did not 
come for my sake but for 
yours. Now is the time of 
judgment on this world; 
now the ruler of this world 
will be driven out. And 
when I am lifted up from 
the earth, I will draw   
everyone to myself.” He 
said this indicating the 
kind of death he would die. 
 The Gospel of the Lord.  

Responsorial Psalm: 

“Create a clean heart  
in me, O God.” 

Have mercy on me, O God, 
in your goodness; in the 
greatness of your compas-
sion wipe out my offense. 
Thoroughly wash me from 
my guilt and of my sin  

2nd Reading:   
Hebrews 5:7-9 

  In the days when Christ 
Jesus was in the flesh, he 
offered prayers and suppli-
cations with loud cries and 
tears to the one who was 
able to save him from death, 
and he was heard because 
of his reverence. Son 
though he was, he learned 
obedience from what he 
suffered; and when he was 
made perfect, he became 
the source of eternal salva-
tion for all who obey him. 
     The Word of the Lord.  

The Mystery of Faith:  

We proclaim your Death, 
O Lord, and profess your 

Resurrection, until  
You come again. 



REFLECTING ON THE WORD . . . . GUIDEPOSTS 
Parable of Dying, Rising 

In order to help his disciples understand the 
meaning of his death, Jesus told them a simple little 
parable: “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
ground and dies, it remains just a grain of wheat. 
But if it dies, it bears much fruit” (John 20:24). 

Jesus was telling them that his death was abso-
lutely necessary if there was to be a new life. It is a 
law of sacrifice, that one can come to a greater life 
only by dying to a lesser one.  

He was telling them that God works through a 
process of suffering-dying-rising-from-death. Jesus 
was like a seed. He had to die and be buried in the 
earth for three days, then on Easter Sunday to rise 
glorious and become the source of future life and 
abundance. This law of sacrifice is exemplified by 
the “fruitful” deaths of martyrs and heroes. In the 
context of the Philippines, I still remember vividly 
the brutal slaying of Benigno Aquino Jr. on August 
21, 1983 which became the rallying point, the “final 
straw” that galvanized Filipinos to unite and, like a 
tidal wave, swept away the dictatorship. His violent 
death saw the birth of a new freedom. 

Obviously, the opportunity to die heroic deaths 
is not always possible for ordinary mortals. Heroes 
are a rare breed. However, we can “die” non-
violent, “mystical” (religious) deaths by dying to 
ourselves, to our pride, to our selfishness, and other 
negative traits. 

********** 
There’s a book called “101 Things You Should Do 
Before Going to Heaven,” by David Bordon and 
Tom Winters. One of those things is to spend a day 
alone with God. 

Like the Greeks who traveled to Jerusalem in 

today’s Gospel, we all must come down to the 
“Yellow Brick Road” of our lives to seek and find 

our God. One day alone with God may allow us to 
really find God, perhaps for the first time. In a para-

ble, Jesus told the Greeks that the seed of promise 
within us cannot bear fruit unless we die to ourselves. 

We must give up what we usually do to make time 
for this one day with God. By stepping away from 

ourselves, we step into the light of God’s presence. 

********** 
“Why do priests often preach about the cross? 

asked someone in a charismatic group meeting. Is it 

not better to preach more about God’s blessings?  
Because all our blessings come from the cross. By 

dying he destroyed our death. By dying he opened 
heaven for us; we have become the Father’s children, 

brothers and sisters to each other. As Jesus says: 

“When I am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw 

everyone to myself . . .” (John 12:32). 

Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day 

A month ago we received ashes on our foreheads as 
Lent began. We may have chosen to give up something or 
to do something special during this penitential season. 
Where do we stand now with that commitment we made? 
Have we slid back into our old ways from time to time? 
Have we totally forgotten about it? Well, we need to be  
reminded again that it’s not too late. Always the Lord is 
calling us to follow him, no matter what has come before.  
 

God’s Promise of a New Covenant 

Jeremiah sets the tone for today’s readings when he 
writes that the LORD promises a new covenant. The old 
covenant was external: the Chosen People were led by the 
hand. But the new covenant is internal, written upon our 
hearts.  

As Christians, we believe that the new covenant is   

fulfilled in God’s Son, Jesus Christ, who, after His Resur-
rection, as Risen Lord he entered into the being of his first 
disciples by breathing His Spirit on them (see John 20:23) 

and into all others who believe in him, thus including our-

selves, at baptism. Thus St. Paul, in explaining his new way 
of life after becoming a disciple of Christ, said, “I live, no 

longer I, but Christ lives in me...” (Galatians 2:20).  

********** 
The movement from a relationship with God based on 

keeping external rules out of a fear of punishment to one 
founded on unconditional love is a lifelong process. Happi-
ly, this journey is a grace-filled one that does not depend so 
much on our willpower as our willingness to listen, learn, 
and  respond to Christ who lives in us. 

Of course, we can find no end of ways to avoid taking 
this journey altogether, including staying busy and focusing 
our attention on the behavior of others. Spending time in 
silence with a heart open to God is risky and may well lead 
to some disconcerting discoveries. We may be shocked to 
realize that many of our criticisms and judgments were 
rooted, not in God, but in our own wounded hearts. 

The “ungraced” approach, one that actually rejects 
Christ, is one that says: “I wish it were that easy to be close 
to God (and still have fun).” 

********** 
That is why Fr. Karl Rahner wrote: “The Catholic of 

the future will be either a mystic or an atheist.”  A mystic is 
simply one who experiences God. But all of us do that on 
some level, whether or not we know it. We necessarily   
experience God as we necessarily experience air, because 
God is as present as air. The great mystics simply do it 
more often, more intentionally, more intensely. We minor 
mystics must keep a sense of God alive or God ceases to be 
real for us. It is as simple as that.  



 

Prayer of the faithful 

CELEBRANT: 
We pray now for the needs of the world and for all who are 
called to walk the path of Jesus. 
LECTOR: 
1.) For the Church, that we may die to sin and serve our 
Lord, becoming like grains of wheat, bearing much fruit in 
the world around us, let us pray to the Lord. 
2.) For all who have suffered on behalf of those in need or 
danger, especially members of the military, civil rights 
martyrs, and first responders, let us pray to the Lord. 
3.) For all of us who are called to make sacrifices on behalf 
of our families, and for gratitude for those who serve us in 
any way, let us pray to the Lord. 
4.) For an increasing awareness in all people that we are all 
made in God’s image, worthy of love and respect, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
5.) For those among us who are sick, dying, or grieving; 
and for those struggling to accept suffering and death as an 
essential part of life, let us pray to the Lord.  
CELEBRANT: Heavenly God, give us the courage to  
follow your law of love, the willingness to die to self, and 
the promise of eternal life with you. Hear this and all our 
prayers through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 A REMINDER RE CORONA VIRUS PROTOCOLS: 

The virus that causes COVID-19 spreads mainly 
from person to person, typically through respiratory 
droplets from coughing, sneezing, or talking.                                         
                       Airborne transmission is infection spread through 
exposure to those virus-containing respiratory droplets 
comprised of smaller droplets and particles that can 
remain suspended in the air over long distances (usually 
greater than 6 feet) and time (typically hours).                     
                       Also, it may be possible that a  person can get 
COVID-19 by touching a surface or object that has the 
virus on it and then touching their own mouth, nose, or 
possibly their eyes. 

When should I quarantine for the  
coronavirus disease? 

 
• You were within 6 feet of someone who has 

COVID-19 for a total of 15 minutes or more. 
 
• You provided care at home to someone who is 

sick with COVID-19. 
 
• You had direct physical contact with the person 

(hugged or kissed them). 
 
• You shared eating or drinking utensils. 
 

Do I still need to quarantine after I tested   

negative for COVID-19 but was  

exposed to someone who has COVID-19? 

 

Yes. You should still self-quarantine for 14 

days since your last exposure. It can take up to 14 

days after exposure to the virus for a person to de-

velop COVID-19 symptoms.  

A negative result before end of the 14-day 

quarantine period does not rule out possible         

infection.  

By self-quarantining for 14 days, you lower the 

chance of possibly exposing others to COVID-19.  

The best way to protect yourself and others is 

to stay home for 14 days if you think you’ve been 

exposed to someone who has COVID-19. 

THE CHRISM MASS  
 This coming Wednesday, March 24, 2021, at 4:00 PM, at 
the Good Shepherd parish in Mira Mesa, our bishop, the 
Most Reverend Robert McElroy, will celebrate the Mass 
of Chrism together with all the priests in the diocese of 
San Diego. It is a sign of the unity and communion of the 
priests with their bishop. The Bishop has announced that 
“in order that we follow the covid gatherings guidelines 
only one lay representative per parish will be invited to 
receive oils for celebration of the Easter sacraments and 
thereafter, at the Chrism Mass.” Jim LaRocco will     
receive the Holy Oils for our parish.  
 

ZOOM MEETING with Bishop McElroy 
Last Tuesday, March 16th, Bishop McElroy had a Zoom 
Meeting with all pastors of the diocese of San Diego. A 
very important message he wanted conveyed to everyone 
is, to quote him, “It is vitally important that all of us   
receive the Covid vaccine. The Pfizer, Moderna, and 
Johnson & Johnson are safe and effective. They are fully 
approved for use at this moment by the teachings of our 
Church. And as Pope Francis has so clearly taught,    
receiving the vaccine is not only for ourselves as individ-
uals. It is for everyone that we treasure, to keep them safe 
and healthy and bring back the joy of life to us all.”  
The Bishop’s pastoral letter will be sent to each parish to 

be read at Masses. It is basically regarding the pathway to 
getting “back to normal” parish life which hopefully will 
be soon as well as information that speaks to the rumors 

which have generated fears of taking the vaccine, and 
instructions on how to receive the covid vaccine.  

Mar. 13-14, 2021 Collections…………….$ 1,056.00 
Via Online: Mar. 1—Mar. 7, 2021………. $ 150.00  
Annual Lenten Collection…………………$ 1,260.00 

Two boys were walking home from church after 
hearing a strong preaching on the devil. One said to the 
other, "What do you think about all this Satan stuff?" 
      The other boy replied, "Well, you know how Santa 
Claus turned out. It's probably just your dad." 
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