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 1st Reading:  
Acts 10:25-26,  

34-35, 44-48 

When Peter entered, 
Cornelius met him and, 
falling at his feet, paid him 
homage. Peter, however, 
raised him up, saying, “Get 
up. I myself am also a   
human being.” Then Peter 
proceeded to speak and said, 
“In truth, I see that God 
shows no partiality. Rather, 
in every nation whoever 
fears him and acts uprightly 
is acceptable to him.”  

While Peter was still 
speaking these things, the 
Holy Spirit fell upon all 
who were listening to the 
word. The circumcised be-
lievers who had accompa-
nied Peter were astounded 
that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit should have been 
poured out on the Gentiles 
also, for they could hear 
them speaking in tongues 
and glorifying God. Then 
Peter responded, “Can any-
one withhold the water for 
baptizing these people, who 
have received the Holy 
Spirit even as we have?” He 
ordered them to be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 The Word of the Lord. 

    Our Sunday Masses are now held inside the Church, on Saturdays at 4:30 PM and on Sundays at 8:30 AM.   
Please come in a face mask and observe social distancing.  
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Sing to the LORD a new 
song, for he has done 
wondrous deeds; His right 
hand has won victory for 
him, his holy arm.  
R.  
The LORD has made his 
salvation known: in the 
sight of the nations, he 
has revealed his justice. 
He has remembered his 
kindness and his faithful-
ness toward the house of 
Israel.  
R.  
All the ends of the earth 
have seen the salvation by 
our God. Sing joyfully to 
the LORD, all you lands; 
break into song; sing 
praise.  
R.  

but I who chose you and 
appointed you to go and 
bear fruit that will remain, 
so that whatever you ask 
the Father in my name 
he may give you. This I 
command you: love one 
another.” 
The Gospel of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm: 

“The Lord has revealed to 
the nations his saving 

power.”               

 2nd Reading:  
1 John 4:7-10  

Beloved, let us love one 
another, because love is 
of God; everyone who 
loves is begotten by God 
and knows God. Whoever 
is without love does not 
know God, for God is 
love. In this way the love 
of God was revealed to us: 
God sent his only Son into 
the world so that we might 
have life through him. In 
this is love: not that we 
have loved God, but that 
he loved us and sent his 
Son as expiation for our 
sins. 
 The Word of the Lord. 

LECTOR: Alleluia,  
                  Alleluia. 
ALL: Alleluia, Alleluia. 

LECTOR: Whoever loves 
me will keep my word, 
says the Lord, and my  
Father will love him and 
we will come to him. 
ALL: Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Gospel Reading:  
John 15:9-17  

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“As the Father loves 
me, so I also love you. 
Remain in my love. If 
you keep my command-
ments, you will remain 
in my love, just as I 
have kept my Father’s 
commandments and  
remain in his love.  

“I have told you 
this so that my joy may 
be in you and your joy 
might be complete. This 
is my commandment: 
love one another as I 
love you. No one has 
greater love than this, to 
lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. You are 
my friends if you do 
what I command you. I 
no longer call you 
slaves, because a slave 
does not know what his 
master is doing. I have 
called you friends, be-
cause I have told you 
everything I have heard 
from my Father. It was 
not you who chose me, 

The Mystery of Faith: 
We proclaim your Death, 
O Lord, and profess your 
Resurrection, until you 

come again. 

As we celebrate Mother’s 
Day this weekend, I will 
be saying a Novena of 
Masses (9 consecutive 
Masses) for mothers,   
living and deceased, 
starting Sunday evening, 
May 9th.  

               In gratitude for the 
love and sacrifices of your 
mother, living or deceased, 
I encourage you to include 
her and her intentions in 
our Novena of Masses.           
          Before or after Mass 
today, pick up a novena 
envelope at the church  
vestibule, write on the  
envelope the name of your 
mother and indicate if she 
is living or deceased; put 
your donation in the enve-
lope and drop the envelope 
in a designated basket, also 
at the church vestibule. 



REFLECTING ON THE WORD . . . . GUIDEPOSTS 
Introduction to the Liturgy of the Day 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples to remain in his 
love just as he remains in his Father’s love. Love is a bond 
between them that lasts forever. For many of us, the first 
lasting bond we formed was with our mothers. We honor 
them today, and all who have acted as mothers in our lives, 
recognizing that they likely taught us what love was. May 
that bond teach us now how to remain in Christ’s love. 

Love Is More Than A Word 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus commands us to love 
one another as he loves us. In his letter to the    
Corinthians, the Apostle Paul writes that there are 
three things, “faith, hope, and love. And the great-
est of these is love.” It is that there is nothing more 
important to us than love. Love is mentioned over 
600 times in one translation of the Bible. If you go 
to the Internet and type in the word “love” you’ll 
get nearly 2 trillion responses. 

********** 
The New Testament was written in Greek and, 

in the Greek language, love comes in four flavors: 
Generic: “I love a good cup of coffee.” Eros 
which speaks of emotional, human love, “I love 
you, my darling.” Philos or philia, a type of love 
that forms the root of our word “family,” thus a 
familial love. “I love my family, my friends.” 
Agape: “I love you unconditionally.” Agape is the 
word used to refer to God’s love for us and the 
love God expects us to have for one another. It is 
the highest form of love, where we expect nothing 
in return. 

********** 
Agapé is an attitude with a sense of activity about 
it. More than feeling, agape is doing. It is an atti-
tude toward someone that means that despite how 
I might “feel” about them, I still choose an attitude 
of care and concern. This is the kind of love that 
Jesus speaks of. Agape is the attitude of uncon-
querable benevolence, is invincible goodwill. 

********** 
If we regard a person with agapé, it means that no 
matter if that person is a stranger to us, our attitude 
and action toward that person must be one of    
benevolence, of care and concern. Moreover, no 
matter what that person does to us, no matter how 
he treats us, no matter if he injures or grieves us, 
we will never allow our benevolence to be       
conquered; our response to his actions must be 
motivated by nothing but the highest good of the 
person. 

********** 
Jesus never asked us to love our enemies in the 
same way as we love those who are our dearest. 
Our love for our dearest comes to us quite un-
sought; it is something which is born of the emo-
tions of the heart. In the case of our enemies, love 
is something which we have to will ourselves into 
doing. We can only have agape when the Lord  
Jesus enables us to conquer our natural tendency 
to anger and bitterness, and to achieve this uncon-
querable goodwill to all. We need to stay connect-
ed to Christ, as last week’s gospel taught us.  

Background Note for Today’s First Reading 

Today’s selection from the Acts of the Apostles Chapter 
10 deals with the question of how the Apostles (who were 
Jews) should deal with Gentiles (pagans) when these Gen-
tiles came to believe in Jesus: Since God revealed his law to 
Moses, shouldn’t pagan converts to Jesus be required to also 
follow all that was in the Jewish law: circumcision, strict  
dietary laws, special feast days, etc.? Peter, the leader of the 
community, received the answer to this question in a most 
unusual way. Read on . . . 

 
While Peter was in prayer, he had a vision of many    

different birds and animals, many of which were among 
those the Jews were not allowed to eat, like pork, shrimp, 
clams, oysters, and many other creatures. (See Leveticus 
11:1-23). God told Peter to eat them. When Peter said he 
would never eat anything forbidden, God said to him, “What 
God has made clean, you are not to call unclean.” God said 
this three times to Peter. 

 
When the vision disappeared, God told Peter there were 

some men coming to see him and he was to go with them to 
the home of the Gentile called Cornelius, a high officer in 
the Roman army. A strict Jew was not allowed to enter a 
Gentile’s house, but God told him to, so he did. When Peter 
got there, he spoke to Cornelius and his relatives about Jesus. 
As Peter finished speaking, Cornelius and all who were with 
him were filled with the Holy Spirit. This event is the back-
ground for today’s first reading. 

 
********** 

Peter’s entire speech is not included in today’s reading. 
(See the whole of chapter 10 of Acts for a complete account 
of the event). The liturgy wants to get right to the point—that 
God’s love in Jesus is meant for all people. Peter had finally 
understood what God had told him in his vision, and without 
requiring these pagans to be circumcised or requiring them to 
accept Jewish traditions and customs, he gave the order that 
they should be baptized. 

********** 
In accepting Cornelius’ hospitality, Peter is aware he not 

only is abolishing the distinction between clean and unclean, 
but proclaiming to Jews and Gentiles alike that the love of 
Jesus Christ is for everyone, not just our own kind.  



 

What we have said about love or agape thus far is only 
theology, however, not yet spirituality. It is spirituality 
when it is translated into compassion, as when Jesus 
says: “Be compassionate as your heavenly Father is 
compassionate” (Luke 6:36).  

********** 
The following true to life story illustrates the spirituality 
of Jesus’ commandment of agapé: 

 While on a train from Rome to Naples, a priest was 
in a second class compartment with many other passen-
gers, each silently reading a copy of the day’s tabloid, the 
headline of which was about a young lady identified as a 
certain Claudia Minetti who died instantly after being hit 
by a speeding truck. Then one of the passengers, an     
elderly woman, paused from her reading, forked out 
50,000 lire (equivalent to US$50) from her purse, put it 
in an envelope, wrote on the envelope the name Claudia 
Minetti, and handed the envelope to the priest and said, 
“Father, please say a Mass for her eternal repose.” Upon 
seeing that the name on the envelope was the same name 
on the headline of the daily paper, the priest asked: “By 
the way, is this that person mentioned in the newspaper, 
do you know her personally?” And the elderly lady an-
swered: “Yes, it is that person. No, I don’t know her at all 
other than the fact that I know my heart is in the same 
situation that she or her family is in right now. I feel for 
and with them right at this moment.”  

Indeed, as mentioned earlier, agapé is an attitude 
with a sense of activity about it. More than feeling, agape 
is doing.  

Prayer of the Faithful 

Celebrant: 
Jesus left us the command to love one another. Out of 
love for one another, we ask for God’s blessings upon 
our neighbor. 
Lector: 
1) For the Church, that we may share generously with 
those who suffer from want, embodying our Lord’s 
command to love one another and showing the way to 
the Father, who is love, let us pray to the Lord. 
2) That every nation on earth may act uprightly,  
working to bring justice and peace to all the citizens 
of the world, let us pray to the Lord. 
3) For mothers, grandmothers, and all who have  
mothered us throughout our lives, and for all our 
mothers who have passed on to eternal life, that God 
may find favor in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
4) That we may appreciate the service provided to us 
by those who have made a commitment to serve in 
traumatic situations: first responders and firefighters, 
police officers and social workers, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
5) For our community, that we may take to heart    
Jesus’ words to his disciples and keep his command-
ments and remain in God’s love, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
6) For all the prayers that we hold in the silence of our 
hearts; for all our intentions spoken and unspoken, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
Celebrant: 
God, whose being is communion, increase our      
communion with you and one another. This we ask  
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Speaking in Philadelphia during his American tour, Pope 
Francis related this personal story. At a question-and-
answer session with schoolchildren, a student asked Pope 
Francis, “What was God doing before he made me?” 
Pope Francis replied, “God was loving you.” 

May 1-2 Sunday Collections:      
                                                             $ 812.00 
                        
Via Online: April 28 to May 4:    
                                                                $ 255.00 

A Message from Bishop McElroy:  

It is vitally important that all of us receive the 
Covid vaccine. The Pfizer, Moderna, and Johnson & 
Johnson are safe and effective. They are fully approved for 
use at this moment by the teachings of our Church. 
And as Pope Francis has so clearly taught, receiving 
the vaccine is not only for ourselves as individuals. It 
is for everyone that we treasure, to keep them safe and 
healthy and bring back the joy of life to us all. 
. . . . . The sooner we are all vaccinated, the sooner we 
will be able to return to the many joys of our lives that 
we have missed during this past year of suffering. The 
vaccines, with our continued masking and social    
distancing during the coming months, will bring this 
hateful pandemic to an end.”  

Dear Lord,  
Today I turn to you to give you thanks for my mother. 

With your own gift of life, she bore me in her womb and 
gave me life. Please bless her, Lord. Help her loving heart 
to continue to love and give of herself to others. Strengthen 
her when she is down and give her hope when she is dis-
couraged. On this Mother’s Day, give my mother the graces 
she most needs and desires today. Thank you, my Lord. 

Quotations To Ponder: 

“You learn to speak by speaking, to run by running . . . 
and just so, you learn to love by loving.”  
                                                                                                                                                  ——- St. Francis de Sales. 
 
“Love means loving the unlovable, or it is no virtue at all.” 
                                                                             ——G.K. (Gilbert Keith) Chesterton.  

 
“The Christian ideal has not been tried and found     
wanting. It has been found difficult; and left untried.”                  
                                                                                                   ——G.K. (Gilbert Keith) Chesterton.  
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