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On this Day, O Beautiful Mother. 
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SATURDAYS: 

3:15 pm to 4:15 pm – Holy Hour 
3:45 pm to 4:15 pm – Confessions 
4:30 pm – HOLY MASS 

 SUNDAYS: 

7:15 am to 8:15 am – Holy Hour 
7:45 am to 8:15 am – Confessions 
8:30 am – HOLY MASS 

UNIVERSAL PRAYER 

CELEBRANT: 
Mary’s Magnificat was her great “Yes” to the plan God 
had for her. Let us pray today to be like Mary, to be    
people who can say “Yes” to God’s plan for us and for 
our world. 
 
LECTOR: 
1) For the Church, that we may continue to grow in     
holiness as we hear the word of God and observe it, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
2) For those who say “Yes” to peace….for those who 
work for justice….for leaders of nations and diplomats…. 
for missionaries and those who work among the poor, let 
us pray to the Lord. 
3) For those who say “Yes” to the call of God….for those 
who care for the sick, visit those in prison, listen to those 
who are troubled. For all who minister to others….let us 
pray to the Lord. 
4) For those who are having difficulty saying “Yes”….for 
women who are pregnant and are afraid of the responsi-
bilities of motherhood….for spouses struggling in their 
relationship….for those in the midst of difficult transitions 
…..let us pray to the Lord. 
5) Let us pause for a moment and remember in gratitude  
all those who have said “Yes” to us….for all who have 
nurtured us, loved us, taught us, inspired us, and prayed 
for us, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
CELEBRANT: 

Good and gracious God, you who chose humble Mary as a 
fit dwelling for your Son, you who are present wherever 
human beings live—help us to honor your presence among 
us and make us the body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Pope Francis, in one of his homilies on the Holy 
Eucharist, says, “Every time a Catholic receives 
Communion, it should be like his or her first 
Communion,” "We must get used to receiving 
the Eucharist and not go to Communion out of 
habit," the pope said. "When the priest says to us, 
'The body of Christ,' we say, 'Amen.' But let it be 
an 'Amen' that comes from the heart, with      
conviction that it is Jesus, it is Jesus who saved 
me; it is Jesus who comes to give me the strength 
to live," Pope Francis said.  
 
Pope Benedict XVI, in his book “God is Near 
Us” (page 81), says: “What is given us here in 
the Eucharist is not a piece of the body, not a 
thing but the Resurrected Christ himself. This 
means that receiving Communion is always a 
personal act.” 
 
Pope John Paul II, in his encyclical on the     
Eucharist (paragraph 25) speaks of Eucharistic 
Adoration as follows: “it is pleasant to spend 
time with him, to lie close to his breast, like the 
beloved disciple, and to feel the infinite love   
present in his heart. If Christians are to be       
distinguished from others by the act of prayer, 
how can we not spend time in silent adoration, in 
heartfelt love before Christ present in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament.” 

********** 
Precisely because it is the person of Christ that 
we encounter in the Eucharist or Blessed Sacra-
ment, we have the Holy Hour in order to facili-
tate a longer, intimate way of being with him, to 
talk to him, to listen to him, to present to him 
what we have done during the past week, etc. 
Our private, experience of him prepares us for 
the Mass where we are one body in the Lord. 

Assumption of the 
Virgin Mary  

August 15, 2021  

The Mystery of Faith: 

When we eat this Bread and 
drink this Cup, we proclaim 

your Death, O Lord, until 
you come again.  

August 7-8:     
             $787.00 
                             
Via Online,  
August  5-10:   
              $445.00 



THE READINGS. . . . SOME REFLECTIONS. . . . AND GUIDEPOSTS. 
Introduction to the Liturgy of  the Word 

When the angel Gabriel visited the young virgin 
Mary with the momentous, shocking news that she would 
be the mother of God’s Son, she responded faithfully, “I 
am the handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me    
according to your word” (Luke 1:38). When a woman from 
the crowd spontaneously praised his mother, saying, 
“Blessed is the womb that carried you and the breasts at 
which you nursed,” (Luke 11:27), Jesus replied, “Rather, 
blessed are those who hear the word of God and observe 
it.” As we listen to God’s word today, let us  consider 
how we assent to God’s will and incorporate God’s word 
in our lives. 

First Reading:   

Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab  

 
 19aGod’s temple in heaven was opened, and the 

ark of his covenant could be seen in the temple. 1A 
great sign appeared in the sky, a woman clothed with 
the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head 
a crown of twelve stars. 2She was with child and 
wailed aloud in pain as she labored to give birth. 

3Then another sign appeared in the sky; it was a 
huge red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns, and 
on its heads were seven diadems. 4Its tail swept away 
a third of the stars in the sky and hurled them down to 
the earth. Then the dragon stood before the woman 
about to give birth, to devour her child when she gave 
birth. 5She gave birth to a son, a male child, destined 
to rule all the nations with an iron rod. Her child was 
caught up to God and his throne. 6aThe woman herself 
fled into the desert where she had a place prepared by 
God.  

10abThen I heard a loud voice in heaven say:  
       “Now have salvation and power come, 
        and the Kingdom of our God 
        and the authority of his Anointed One.” 
                         The Word of the Lord.  

Responsorial Psalm  
Psalm 45: 10, 11, 12, 16  

“ The queen stands at your right hand, 
arrayed in gold.” 

 
The queen takes her place at your right hand in gold 
of Ophir. 
R.  
Hear, O daughter, and see; turn your ear, forget your 
people and your father’s house. 
R.     

So shall the king desire your beauty; for he is your 
lord. 
R.  
They are borne in with gladness and joy; they enter 
the palace of the king.  
R.  

2nd Reading:  1 Corinthians 15:20–27 

Brothers and sisters: 20Christ has been raised 
from the dead, the first fruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. 21For since death came through man, 
the resurrection of the dead came also through man. 
22For just as in Adam all die, so too in Christ shall 
all be brought to life, 23but each one in proper order: 
Christ the first fruits; then, at his coming, those 
who belong to Christ; 24then comes the end, when 
he hands over the Kingdom to his God and Father, 
when he has destroyed every sovereignty and every 
authority and power. 25For he must reign until he 
has put all his enemies under his feet. 26The last  
enemy to be destroyed is death, 27for “he subjected 
everything under his feet.”                                                         
                                                                                                        The Word of the Lord.  
 

Alleluia  

Lector: Alleluia, Alleluia. All: Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Lector: Mary is taken up to heaven; a chorus of 
angels exults.   All: Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 1:39-56  
39Mary set out and traveled to the hill country 

in haste to a town of Judah, 40where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped 
in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, 42cried out in a loud voice and said, “Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of 
your womb. 43And how does this happen to me, that 
the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For at 
the moment the sound of your greeting reached my 
ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. 45Blessed 
are you who believed that what was spoken to you 
by the Lord would be fulfilled.”  

46And Mary said: “My soul proclaims the 
greatness of the Lord; 47my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior 48for he has looked with favor on his 
lowly servant. From this day all generations will 
call me blessed: 49the Almighty has done great 
things for me and holy is his Name. 50He has mercy 
on those who fear him in every generation. 51He has 
shown the strength of his arm, and has scattered the 
proud in their conceit. 52He has cast down the mighty 



 

from their thrones, and has lifted up the lowly.53He has 
filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has 
sent away empty. 54He has come to the help of his 
servant Israel for he has remembered his promise of 
mercy, 55the promise he made to our fathers, to Abraham 
and his children forever.” 56Mary remained with her 
about three months and then returned to her home. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Vision of What God Offers 

On any feast of Mary we celebrate something God 
has done. Each feast is ultimately about God. Our 
feast today is about the heavenly Jerusalem and our 
place in it. It is about the glory that is offered us by 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Mary’s assumption is a vision of what God offers 
us. Mary placed her trust in God, and in God’s hands 
she is victorious over evil in this world. She, through 
God’s blessing, is not defeated by pain, suffering or 
death. This feast tells us what God will also do for 
us.  

********** 
Some of our Protestant brethren, and even some 

Catholic, don’t understand that to say “assumption” is 
to say that this is something God did. Jesus “ascended” 
because of the power that was within Him, but Mary 
is a creature of God, and, like all of us, dependent  
upon God’s grace and mercy. Mary was “assumed 
by God.” 

********** 
The gift of glorifying Mary is something that God 

desires to do for all of us. It is the whole intention of 
God, and consequently the Church, to free us from 
original sin.  

Original sin, simply put, is the belief that having 
been given a choice between what we want and what 
God wants for us, we have had a tendency from the 
beginning to choose what we want. 

Unfortunately, as a consequence of original sin, 
we continue to choose what we want, but Jesus offered 
us freedom from this tendency to choose ourselves 
over God, and we spend our lifetimes struggling to 
accept this freedom. Mary stands as an example 
that we can choose God. 

 
********** 

Mary is assumed body and soul into heaven,  
but that does not prevent her from returning  

to earth time and again. 
 

Recent popes have commented on the great increase 
of claimed visitations of Mary in private revela-
tion to the faithful in our time. The Vatican is 
very careful in authenticating Marian apparitions. 

Our Blessed and Glorified Mother has not gone to 
heaven to stay put and be kept distant from her 
children. She is ready to respond at any time to 
our call. The Queen of Heaven, the Mother of 
God, the Virgin of Guadalupe will gladly whisper 
in the ear of her divine Son as our intercessor, 
just as she did in Cana. Remember her words to 
the wine stewards: “Do whatever he tells you.” 

The one constant plea that Mama Mary begs of us 
time and again is to do penance and always to 
“pray, pray, pray.”    

Belief in Mary's Assumption — Some Notes 
Belief that Mary has been taken up and is now in 

heaven with both her body and her soul has been part of 
the teaching of the Catholic Church since the earliest  
centuries of Christianity. The strongest evidence for the 
belief of the early Christians is found in ancient liturgies 
and in homilies in honor of Mary's passing.  

********** 
Among early documents referring to Mary’s     

Assumption is one coming from St. Juvenal, the Bishop 
of Jerusalem in 451. He was asked by the emperor of 
Constantinople to bring the body of Mary to Constan-
tinople. He replied to the emperor that Mary had died 
in the presence of all the apostles. But her tomb, when 
opened at the request of St. Thomas, was found empty. 
Thus the apostles concluded that her body was taken 
up to heaven. 

********** 
For Martin Luther, Mary's Assumption was an un-

derstood fact, as his homily of 1522 indicates, in spite of 
the fact that Mary's Assumption is not expressly reported 
in Sacred Scripture. For Protestant reformer, Martin Butzer 
(1545), there was no reason to doubt about the Assump-
tion of the Virgin into heavenly glory. "Indeed, no Chris-
tian doubts that the most worthy Mother of the Lord lives 
with her beloved Son in heavenly joy." (Marienlexikon, 
vol 3, 200). 

********** 
St. Francis de Sales (1567-1622) asks the simple 

question in his sermon for the Assumption: “What son 
would not bring his mother back to life and would not 
bring her into paradise after her death if he could? 

********** 
In the light of a long history of Christian belief since 

patristic times, in 1950, Pope Pius XII defined Mary's 

Assumption into Heaven as a dogma of Roman Catholi-

cism: "the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever Virgin 

Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, 

was assumed body and soul into heaven."  

Little Kenny asks his mom: “How do 
we know Jesus loved his mother?” 
Kenny’s mother answered: “Because 
he lived with her 30 years learning 
how.” Then she added, “And he only 
spent three years teaching the Church 
how?” That says it all. 
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