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SATURDAYS: 

3:15 pm to 4:15 pm – Holy Hour 
3:45 pm to 4:15 pm – Confessions 
4:30 pm – HOLY MASS 

 SUNDAYS: 

7:15 am to 8:15 am – Holy Hour 
7:45 am to 8:15 am – Confessions 
8:30 am – HOLY MASS 

An excerpt from Bishop McElroy’s  message   
on Sunday, September 12, to launch the  

seven-week period of Eucharistic Renewal      
observed in our diocese. 

 

 

 

The first Sunday of October which is today, is   
observed as Respect Life Sunday. And, during the 
month of October, we are asked to reflect more 
deeply on the dignity of every human life. May all 
people live, and die, in dignity and love. 

27th Sunday  
in Ordinary Time, Year B 

October 3, 2021  

The Mystery of Faith: 
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your 

Resurrection until you come again.  

COLLECTIONS: 

September 25-26:                        
 $ 630.00 

Via Online, Sept.  24-28:         
 $ 205.00 



THE READINGS. . . . SOME REFLECTIONS. . . . AND GUIDEPOSTS. 
Introduction to the Liturgy of  the Day 

“If we love one another, God remains in us,” we 
sing at the Alleluia or Acclamation before the Gospel 
reading today. How   appropriate on this Respect Life 
Sunday. All life, everyone’s life, is a gift from God, a 
gift given out of love by our Creator. Therefore, all life is 
precious in God’s eyes. If all life is precious, all life is  
worthy of our love.  

 With that attitude and with God remaining in us, 
we can sing the second half of the Gospel acclamation, 
“and God’s love is brought to perfection in us.”  

 

1st Reading – Genesis 2:18-24 

 18The LORD God said: “It is not good for the man 
to be alone. I will make a suitable partner for him.” 19So 
the LORD God formed out of the ground various wild 
animals and various birds of the air, and he brought them 
to the man to see what he would call them; whatever the 
man called each of them would be its name. 20The man 
gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of the air, and 
all wild animals; but none proved to be the suitable part-
ner for the man.  

21So the LORD God cast a deep sleep on the man, 
and while he was asleep, he took out one of his ribs and 
closed up its place with flesh. 22The LORD God then 
built up into a woman the rib that he had taken from the 
man. When he brought her to the man, 23the man said:   

   “This one, at last, is bone of my bones and     
         flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called       
          ‘woman, ‘ for out of ‘her man’ this one has      
             been taken.”  
24That is why a man leaves his father and mother 

and clings to his wife, and the two of them become one 

flesh. The Word of the Lord.       All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm   
(Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5, and 6) 

 

“(cf. 5) May the Lord bless us all the days 
of  our lives.” 

 
1Blessed are you who fear the LORD, who walk in his 
ways! 2For you shall eat the fruit of your handiwork; 
blessed shall you be, and favored.  
R.  
3Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the recesses of 
your home; your children like olive plants around your table.  
R.  
4Behold, thus is the man blessed who fears the LORD. 
5The LORD bless you from Zion: may you see the    
prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your life. R.  

6May you see your children’s children. Peace be upon 
Israel!  
R. 

2nd Reading – Hebrews 2:9-11 

Brothers and sisters: 9He “for a little while” was 
made “lower than the angels,” that by the grace of 
God he might taste death for everyone.  

10For it was fitting that he, for whom and through 
whom all things exist, in bringing many children to 
glory, should make the leader to their salvation perfect 
through suffering. 11He who consecrates and those 
who are being consecrated all have one origin.   
Therefore, he is not ashamed to call them “brothers.” 

The Word of the Lord.                  All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia – (Cf. 1 John 4:12) 
 

Lector: Alleluia, alleluia. All: Alleluia, alleluia. 

Lector:  12If we love one another, God remains in us 
and his love is brought to perfection in us. 

All: Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Gospel – Mark 10:2-16 
 

2The Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, “Is it 
lawful for a husband to divorce his wife?” They were 
testing him. 3He said to them in reply, “What did Mo-
ses command you?” 4They replied, “Moses permitted 
a husband to write a bill of divorce and dismiss her.” 
5But Jesus told them, “Because of the hardness of your 
hearts he wrote you this commandment. 6But from the 
beginning of creation, God made them male and fe-
male. 7For this reason a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two 
shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but 
one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, no 
human being must separate.” 10In the house the disci-
ples again questioned Jesus about this. 11He said to 
them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another 
commits adultery against her; 12and if she divorces her 
husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”  

13And people were bringing children to him that 
he might touch them, but the disciples rebuked them. 
14When Jesus saw this he became indignant and said 
to them, “Let the children come to me; do not prevent 
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. 15Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept 
the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it.” 
16Then he embraced them and blessed them, placing 

his hands on them.  The Gospel of the Lord.       

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

Jesus’ teaching on marriage and divorce 
is found in Matthew, Luke, and St. Paul.  

 
However, in Matthew’s gospel  there seems to 

be an exception in Jesus’ sanction of divorce and    
remarriage when Jesus says: “whoever divorces his 
wife, except for immorality, and marries another, 
commits adultery” (Matthew 19:9).  

The phrase “except for immorality,” has been 
greatly debated. The Catholic understanding of this 
passage is that the exception refers to marriages     
between close relatives. Hence the exception is not an 
exception to Jesus’ general prohibition of divorce and 
remarriage; rather, it means that Jesus’ teaching does 
not apply to relationships that are already forbidden 
by God’s law.  

“What god has Joined together, no human 
being must separate” (mark 10:9). 

 
In today’s passage from Genesis—the second story 

of creation—the first woman is created out of a combina-
tion of the human and the divine. She is created from the 
rib of the first human and built up by the LORD God.  

Many generations later, Jesus was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit (the divine) and born of the Blessed     
Virgin Mary (the human).  

The church, upon whom Jesus sent the Holy Spirit, 
is the bride of Christ, the human joined to the divine.   
Jesus speaks to the Pharisees about a husband and wife, 
but let us apply this lesson also to Jesus and the Church. 
“What God has joined together, no human being must 
separate.” 

 
********** 

When the Jews asked Jesus if it were lawful for a 
man to divorce his wife, they already believed they knew 
the answer. Divorce was permitted by Jewish law; Moses 
permitted it only because of the people’s “hardness of 
heart.” But Jesus comes to fulfill the Law. Thus he goes 
back beyond Moses to the book of Genesis which records 
the original intention God had in creating man and woman. 
Here the woman was equal to the man, not subordinate.  

Man and woman were to provide companionship 
and love for one another and keep the human race going. 
And this drive God put in us to procreate is to be         
exercised in the exclusive, permanent relationship of 
marriage. As the Scriptures tell us, “the two of them    
become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24b).  

It is based on this unique kind of union that the 
Church teaches and has always taught that the only     
appropriate expression of physical love is in marriage. 
Sexuality is sacred. It has to have boundaries or it will 
become little more than pure animal behavior. And with-
out adequate boundaries human society will suffer and 
we would not be faithful to the teachings of the Scriptures. 

 
********** 

As heard in the first reading, the origin of marriage 
is from God. For this reason, in marriage two people 
promise God as well as each other to take each other as 
husband and wife “for better, for worse, for richer, for 
poorer, in sickness and in health until death.”  

Unfortunately, the solemn commitment “for better or 
for worse until death” has little meaning for many people 
today. Marriage is, for many people, whatever they want 
it to be; that it is a personal and private arrangement    
between two people who can make it or break it whenever 
they choose.  That’s why Jesus’ teaching is difficult for 
today’s world. Yet if we believe in Jesus as God’s 
spokesperson, then his teachings (and not the attitude that 
dominates our culture) must guide our thinking about 
marriage.  

A pastor was preparing two elderly 
persons who decided to get married. 
The pastor asked the anxious old 
man: “Do you love her?” The old 
man replied: “Nope.” “Is she a good 

Christian woman?” “I don’t know for sure,” was the 
old man’s answer. “Well, does she have lots of    
money?” asked the pastor. “I doubt it.” “Then why are 
you marrying her?” the pastor asked. “Because she 
can drive at night,” the old man said. 

AN ANNULMENT IS NOT A DIVORCE 

Many people, whose first marriage failed, have 
sought and received an annulment from the Church 
and have been able to be married in the Church a   
second time.  

An annulment simply states that a particular 
marriage, even if it were valid civilly, did not meet the 
standards for validity required by the Catholic Church 
and, therefore, the couple are not bound to one another 
in God’s eyes. It is a statement that after serious     
investigation by Church authorities the marriage was 
invalid from the beginning. It is not to end a marriage 
precisely because there was no marriage before God, 
even if there was a ceremony and a grand celebration.  

A divorce is a legal matter. It is the declaration 
by the state that the marriage is ended because either 
of the couple realizes that it is not working.  

The annulment process can be a very complicated 
one and it’s best not to make rash judgments about 
people who could or could not get an annulment.   

 But even if a person could not get an annulment, 
the Church does not encourage the person to break up 
with a second spouse if they have one but to continue 
to come to Mass and to live a good Christian life to 
the best of their abilities. We see how pastorally Jesus 
treated the Samaritan woman he met at the well who 
had been married to five husbands (1 John 4:17-18). 
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