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SATURDAYS: 

3:15 pm to 4:15 pm – Holy Hour 
3:45 pm to 4:15 pm – Confessions 
4:30 pm – HOLY MASS 

 SUNDAYS: 

7:15 am to 8:15 am – Holy Hour 
7:45 am to 8:15 am – Confessions 
8:30 am – HOLY MASS 

EUCHARISTIC RENEWAL INITIATIVE 

The Eucharistic Renewal Initiative moves into the 
next phase today, Sunday, October 10, the start of 
“teaching Masses” that run for three consecutive Sundays.  

To deepen the understanding of the ritual actions of 
the Mass, the diocese has developed a step-by-step      
explanation of the Eucharistic liturgy. The explanation is 
presented within the framework of a meal, where we 
gather, we tell stories, we share a meal and we are sent 
renewed into the world. 

The explanation will be presented over three weeks: 
Week 1 (Oct. 9-10)  Gathering: Introductory and         

Concluding Rites. These have been combined to 
be covered in a single week. 

Week 2 (Oct. 16-17)  Storytelling: Liturgy of the Word. 
Week 3 (Oct. 23-24) Meal sharing: Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Respect Life Month 

“Each October the Church in the United States     
celebrates Respect Life Month….As Catholics we are 
called to cherish, defend, and protect those who 
are most vulnerable, from the beginning of LIFE to 
its end, and at every point in between.”  
www.respectlife.org 

Please include as one of your principal     
intentions this month a prayer that all people may 
live, and die, in dignity and love. 

28th Sunday  
in Ordinary Time, Year B 

October 10, 2021  

 If you want peace in your 
heart, in your home, in your 
country, assemble together 
every night and say the   
rosary. 
-Pope St. Pius X (1835-1914) 

The Mystery of Faith: 
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess 

your Resurrection until you come again.  

COLLECTIONS: 

October 2-3:                        
 $ 1,211.00 

Via Online, Oct. 1-5:                
$ 325.00 

UNIVERSAL PRAYERS 
CELEBRANT: 
All that we have comes from God. Let us pray with  
grateful hearts for the needs of the world. 
LECTOR: 
1) For the Church, that the spirit of wisdom may take root 
in us, enabling us to more closely follow Christ, let us pray. 
2) That during this Respect Life Month our resolve may 
be strengthened to uphold the dignity of every person, 
from conception to natural death, let us pray. 
3) That the word of God may penetrate our very being, 
burrowing between our joints and marrow, so that we 
may live in accordance with the Gospel each and every 
day, let us pray. 
4) For those who use politics, religion, position or any 
kind of power to hold on to what they have, let us pray. 
5) For those among us who are most in need; for the sick 
and the dying; for those who have died; and for the      
intentions of all gathered here, let us pray.  

CELEBRANT: 

All powerful God, all things are possible for you. Hear 
our prayers and look kindly on us in your mercy. We ask 
this through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.  



THE READINGS. . . . SOME REFLECTIONS. . . . AND GUIDEPOSTS. 
Introduction to the Liturgy of  the Day 

We have heard in Scripture that God’s ways are not 
always our human ways. The readings this week pose a 
challenge to each of us to remain faithful to God’s ways-
--to seek God’s wisdom, to hear and embrace God’s 
word and to make God a priority in all of life, resisting 
the distractions of wealth and possession. 

 

Introduction to the Liturgy of  the Word 

The Jesus we have encountered throughout the year 
in Mark’s Gospel is very real, down-to-earth. Today his 
conversation with the young man who goes away sad at 
the prospect of giving away his many possessions leads 
him to a reflection on how difficult it is to enter God’s 
kingdom when one’s heart is taken up with other kinds 
of possessions.  

As we listen today to God’s word, we should ask 
ourselves squarely: What in my life keeps me from     
entering God’s kingdom? What am I willing to leave  
behind in order to follow Jesus more fully?  

 

1st Reading – Wisdom 7:7-11 

 7I prayed, and prudence was given me; I pleaded, 
and the spirit of wisdom came to me. 8I preferred her to 
scepter and throne, and deemed riches nothing in      
comparison with her, 9nor did I liken any priceless gem 
to her; because all gold, in view of her, is a little sand, 
and before her, silver is to be accounted mire. 10Beyond 
health and comeliness I loved her, and I chose to have 
her rather than the light, because the splendor of her  
never yields to sleep. 11Yet all good things together came 
to me in her company, and countless riches at her hands.  

The Word of the Lord.      All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm   
(Psalm 90:12-13, 14-15, 16-17) 

 

“(cf. 14) Fill us with your love, O Lord, and 
we will sing for joy!” 

 
12Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain 
wisdom of heart. 13Return, O LORD! How long? Have 
pity on your servants!  
R.  
14Fill us at daybreak with your kindness, that we may 
shout for joy and gladness all our days. 15Make us glad, 
for the days when you afflicted us, for the years when we 
saw evil.  
R.  
16Let your work be seen by your servants and your glory  

by their children; 17and may the gracious care of the 
LORD our God be ours; prosper the work of our 
hands for us! Prosper the work of our hands!  
R.  

2nd Reading – Hebrews 4:12-13 

Brothers and sisters: 12Indeed the word of God is 
living and effective, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, penetrating even between soul and spirit, joints 
and marrow, and able to discern reflections and 
thoughts of the heart. 13No creature is concealed from 
him, but everything is naked and exposed to the eyes 
of him to whom we must render an account. 

 The Word of the Lord.                  All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia – (Cf. Matthew 5:3) 
 

Lector: Alleluia, alleluia. All: Alleluia, alleluia. 

Lector:  3Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven.  All: Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Gospel – Mark 10:17-30 
 

17As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man 
ran up, knelt down before him, and asked him, “Good 
teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18Jesus 
answered him, “Why do you call me good? No one is 
good but God alone. 19You know the commandments: 
You shall not kill; you shall not commit adultery; you 
shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; you 
shall not defraud; honor your father and your mother.” 
20He replied and said to him, “Teacher, all of these I 
have observed from my youth.” 21Jesus, looking at 
him, loved him and said to him, “You are lacking in 
one thing. Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor 
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come,    
follow me.” 22At that statement his face fell, and he 
went away sad, for he had many possessions.   
23Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How 
hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the king-
dom of God!” 24The disciples were amazed at his 
words. So Jesus again said to them in reply, “Children, 
how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is eas-
ier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than 
for one who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 
26They were exceedingly astonished and said among 
themselves, “Then who can be saved?” 27Jesus looked 
at them and said, “For human beings it is impossible, 
but not for God. All things are possible for God.” 
28Peter began to say to him, “We have given up every-
thing and followed you.” 29Jesus said, “Amen, I say to 
you, there is no one who has given up house or brothers 
or sisters or mother or father or children or lands for 
my sake and for the sake of the gospel 30who will not  



 

The answer: you can’t do anything. Eternal life 
is a gift, not something we win or achieve.  

 
However, our gospel story today makes it clear 

that the gift comes with expectations. What Jesus has 
to offer is life in the Kingdom of God. This is a gift. 
Life in the kingdom of God is one in which everyone 
is engaged in an eternal giving and loving and sharing 
with everybody else. Such is, so to say, the “garment” 
or distinctive character of the citizens of heaven. One 
is expected to be wearing that “garment” to be able to 
pass through the heavenly door;  if one wears a differ-
ent kind of garment, the heavenly door will be too 
narrow to pass through.  

receive a hundred times more now in this present age: 
houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children 
and lands, with persecutions, and eternal life in the age to 

come.”        The Gospel of the Lord.       

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Bible does not say that money is the root 
of all evil, but it does say that  

“love of money” is the root of all evil. 
  

When we love money, especially if we love it 
more than God and our neighbor, it has become our 
idol. That’s why Jesus insists that we cannot serve 
both God and money. 

Like all of God’s gifts, money is not bad, but it is 
to be used for the common good, not for selfish pur-
poses. God’s wisdom is to be preferred to everything 
else, and God’s wisdom calls for sharing God’s gifts 
fairly and lovingly. Let us pray for wisdom in using 
what we have, for respect for those who are in need, 
for the freedom to be generous. 

********** 
Sometimes those who have some wealth, even a 

modest amount, feel they are being condemned when 
they hear today’s gospel. Take Note:  

The early missionaries, such as St. Paul, would 
have had great difficulty in founding Churches in   
various cities and towns without the help of those who 
were wealthy. The early Christians had to gather 
somewhere to hear God’s word and to celebrate the 
Eucharist and that was usually at the home of some-
one of means whose place was large enough to       
accommodate everyone. Remember, Church buildings 
did not exist until the 4th century. 

 

Wisdom alive has an alluring appeal. 
A woman of wisdom travelling through mountains 
found a precious stone. Later in her journey she met a 
hungry traveler. The wise woman offered him food. 
The traveler noticed the precious stone and asked to 
have it. Without hesitation she presented it. The    
traveler left happily with the stone, for it was worth 
much money. Days later he returned the stone to the 
wise woman, saying, “I’ve been thinking about the 
value of this stone, but can you give me something 
even more precious.” He said, “Give me what you 
have within that enabled you to give me the stone.”  

Re: The First Reading 

The passage from the Book of Wisdom (first reading) 
is a prayer traditionally attributed to King Solomon. It 
speaks of his realization of the importance of God and of 
Wisdom above all other things in his life.  

Prior to this, Solomon had a rather checkered reputa-
tion and questionable morals. Once he acceded to the 
throne, Solomon eliminated the threat of competition by 
killing most of his possible rivals. He occasionally bowed 
to alien ways and customs in an effort to strengthen his 
alliance with other nations. To accommodate his foreign 
wives, he took part in their religious practices, observed 
their feasts and courted their gods (1 Kings 11:1-11).  

Nevertheless, when Solomon stood in truth before 
God, he prayed not for wealth or health or an extended 
and prosperous reign, but for gifts that would make him a 
better person. He prayed for prudence and a spirit of  
wisdom.  

********** 
Wisdom was seen as a choice. It was a choice to live 

as God would have us live. Solomon tells us of his      
experience of wisdom: “All good things came to me in 
her company, and countless riches at her hands.” For this 
reason, Solomon continues to be revered as one of       
Israel’s greatest kings. 

JESUS CHRIST — THE WISDOM OF GOD 

As today’s second reading (Hebrews 4:12-13) points 
out, the living word of God is wisdom that comes down 
from heaven—-Jesus Christ. He is the Wisdom whose 
Spirit was granted to King Solomon in today’s first   
reading.  

As the rich young man in today’s Gospel learns, the 
Wisdom of God is far more or deeper than observance of 
the law. It is encountering a person — Jesus Christ, who 
invites us to give up everything and follow Him.  

********** 
We must understand that the young man who         

approached Jesus was a very good man and loved God as 
much as he said he did. He did, in fact, follow God’s law 
and, therefore, Jesus was looking at him with love. To 
move the man into a deeper relationship, Jesus told him 
to sell what he owned, then come and follow. While we 
tend to concentrate on the fact that the young man went 
away sad because he had many possessions and knew 
that what Jesus asked would be hard, what we really 
must concentrate on is the young man’s question: 
“Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  
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