
ST. THOMAS INDIAN MISSION 

Fort Yuma, California | P. O. Box 1176, Winterhaven, CA 92283     

HYMNS: 
Entrance:  — 846   
Whatsoever You Do 

Recessional: —849 
They’ll Know We Are …..      

  Website: www.stthomasindianmission.org 

  Email: saintthomasindianmission@gmail.com 

Tel: 760-572-0283 
Fr. George “of the desert” Decasa 

Pastor 

SATURDAYS: 

3:15 pm to 4:15 pm – Holy Hour 
3:45 pm to 4:15 pm – Confessions 
4:30 pm – HOLY MASS 

 SUNDAYS: 

7:15 am to 8:15 am – Holy Hour 
7:45 am to 8:15 am – Confessions 
8:30 am – HOLY MASS 

Tomorrow, Monday, November 1st  
is ALL SAINTS DAY  — a Holy Day of Obligation. 

Our Mass tomorrow will be at 6:00 PM.  
 

I will say the Novena of Masses for the faithful 
departed starting with our Mass at 6 pm tomorrow, 
Nov. 1st. I will say the rest of the Masses privately. 
                     
                    If you want to include your deceased relatives in 
the novena, take a novena envelope at the entrance. 
Write on it the names of your deceased  relatives, put 
inside it your donation, and drop the filled-in enve-
lope in the collection basket, or place it on the altar 
before the start of the Mass tomorrow/Monday. 

31st Sunday  
in Ordinary Time, Year B 

October 31, 2021  

The Mystery of Faith: 
We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess 

your Resurrection until you come again.  

COLLECTIONS: 

October 16-17:                        
 $ 1,020.00  

Via Online, Oct. 24-26:                
$ 205.00  

UNIVERSAL PRAYERS 

CELEBRANT: 
Our Lord, whose generosity knows no bounds, invites us 
to a land flowing with milk and honey and ultimately to a 
kingdom of eternal life with God, so we eagerly bring 
forth our prayers and those of our neighbor.  
 
LECTOR: 
1) For the Church, for all of us, for the will and desire to 
love God with all our hearts and strength, to live that love 
in generosity to our neighbor, we pray. 
 
2) For leaders in government, labor, and business, that 
they may work together to build a world in which all  
people may grow and prosper in justice and peace for 
generations to come, we pray. 
 
3) For an end to wars, terrorism, and conflicts caused by 
religious beliefs and religious differences, that all people 
may find a way to love their neighbor, we pray. 
 
4) For an increase of patience, gentleness, tolerance, care, 
attention, appreciation, and gratitude,  we pray. 
  
5) For those we love … for the sick and all those for 
whom we are concerned and all those for whom we have 
promised to pray, we pray. 
  
6) For those we find difficult to love … and for those who 
find it difficult to love us, we pray. 
 
7) We remember those who have died … (pause and 
mention names silently) … for those who died alone and 
in fear and with no one to pray for them, we pray. 
 
CELEBRANT: 

Gracious God, you have said that where there is charity and 
love, you will be found. Be found here … in this place … in 
our homes … in our hearts. Live in us … speak through us, 
and be with us always so that we may grow in love and   
holiness. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

World Mission Sunday ...  
Thanks for your participation! 

  
Thank you for answering to your baptismal call 

to witness for mission on World Mission Sunday! 
Last Sunday — Mission Sunday, our parish collected 
$859.00 for the Society for the Propagation of the 
Faith – a real blessing for the Missions!  

Please continue to pray for missionaries, and 
for the people to whom they bring the “Good News” 
of Jesus.  

May God bless you for your missionary spirit! 



THE READINGS. . . . SOME REFLECTIONS. . . . AND GUIDEPOSTS. 
Introduction to the Liturgy of  the Day 

The readings this Sunday call us to listen to the 
Word of God that makes clear the law of love. The com-
mandment that matters most is to love God and to love 
one another. We are called to make God’s love the center 
of our lives. 

 

1st Reading – Deuteronomy 6:2-6 

Moses spoke to the people, saying: 2“Fear the 
LORD, your God, and keep, throughout the days of your 
lives, all his statutes and commandments which I enjoin 
on you, and thus have long life. 3Hear then, Israel, and be 
careful to observe them, that you may grow and prosper 
the more, in keeping with the promise of the LORD, the 
God of your fathers, to give you a land flowing with milk 
and honey. 4“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the 
LORD alone! 5Therefore, you shall love the LORD, your 
God, with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your strength. 6Take to heart these words which I   
enjoin on you today.”  

 The Word of the Lord.      All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm  
(Psalm 18:2-3, 3-4, 47, 51)   

 

“I love you, Lord, my strength.” 
 

2I love you, O LORD, my strength, 3aO LORD, my rock, 
my fortress, my deliverer.  
R. 
3bMy God, my rock of refuge, my shield, the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold! 4Praised be the LORD, I ex-
claim, and I am safe from my enemies.  
R. 
47The LORD lives! And blessed be my rock! Extolled be 
God my savior. 51You who gave great victories to your 
king and showed kindness to your anointed.                  
R. 
 

2nd Reading – Hebrews 7:23-28 

Brothers and sisters: 23The levitical priests were 
many because they were prevented by death from       
remaining in office, 24but Jesus, because he remains    
forever, has a priesthood that does not pass away. 
25Therefore, he is always able to save those who ap-
proach God through him, since he lives forever to make 
intercession for them. 26It was fitting that we should have 
such a high priest: holy, innocent, undefiled, separated 
from sinners, higher than the heavens. 27He has no need, 
as did the high priests, to offer sacrifice day after day,   

first for his own sins and then for those of the people; 
he did that once for all when he offered himself. 28For 
the law appoints men subject to weakness to be high 
priests, but the word of the oath, which was taken after 
the law, appoints a son, who has been made perfect 
forever. 

 The Word of the Lord.                  All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia – (Cf. John 14:23) 
 

Lector: Alleluia, alleluia. All: Alleluia, alleluia. 

Lector:  23Whoever loves me will keep my word, 
says the Lord; and my Father will love him and we 
will come to him..    

All: Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Gospel – Mark 12:28b-34 
28bOne of the scribes came to Jesus and asked 

him, “Which is the first of all the commandments?” 
29Jesus replied, “The first is this: Hear, O Israel! The 
Lord our God is Lord alone! 30You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with 
all your mind, and with all your strength. 31The second 
is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
There is no other commandment greater than these.”  

32The scribe said to him, “Well said, teacher. 
You are right in saying, ‘He is One and there is no 
other than he.’ 33And ‘to love him with all your heart, 
with all your understanding, with all your strength, 
and to love your neighbor as yourself’ is worth more 
than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34And when 
Jesus saw that he answered with understanding, he 
said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of 
God.”  

And no one dared to ask him any more questions.                    

                                                                          The Gospel of the Lord.      

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

In other words . . . 

We are invited to put ourselves in the shoes of 

the scribe who asks Jesus, “Which is the first of all the 

commandments?” (Mark 12:28). As the command-

ments are instructions of how a faithful person should 

act, the scribe was basically asking Jesus what one 

principle above all should guide his actions.  

Unlike most religious authorities who came to 

Jesus with questions, this scribe was not trying to trick 

Jesus or test him or find something that could be used 

against him. 

                 (continued on next page) 



 

“A religious man is a person who holds God and man 

in one thought at one time, at all times, who suffers 

harm done to others, whose greatest passion is      

compassion, whose greatest strength is love and     

defiance of despair.” 

       --- Rabbi Abraham J. Heschel, Jewish theologian  

One can tell from the way the scribe responded to 

Jesus’ answer that he sincerely wanted to know which of 

the 613 precepts of the Jewish Law was paramount.  

Jesus responds by quoting the passage from     

Deuteronomy that we hear in the first reading, “You shall 

love the Lord your God,” as well as a passage from     

Leviticus, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”  It 

was not enough to state just the first. The scribe wanted 

just one, but he got two. 

 

Why only “not far”  from the kingdom of God? 

 
Jesus’ parting words to the scribe were “You are 

not far from the kingdom of God.” We may ask why only 

“not far”?  

The answer is in Jesus’ assessment of the scribe’s 

response. Jesus saw that he answered “with understand-

ing.” The word “understanding” here has to do with the 

head more than the heart, an exercise of the intellect that 

need not imply commitment.  

Judged on the first quote from Deuteronomy, the 

scribe had mastered the “soul” or mind, but he had yet to 

demonstrate how his knowledge would issue forth into 

action. 

********** 

We don’t know the end of the story. Did the scribe 

go away with his doctrinal correctness or did he take the 

next step? All we know is that if we ask Christ what we 

should do, the answer will call forth our whole heart and 

soul and strength. That is probably why the episode   

ended with, “And no one dared to ask him any more 

questions. 

 

The Two Dimensions of an Authentic Faith  

 

Christ’s two commandments is a call to balance in 

our Christian life the vertical dimension, that is, our  

relationship with God in prayer with the horizontal    

dimension, that is, our relationship with people in loving 

service.  

The praise we give to God with our lips might be 

the same lips that talk to someone who’s lonely, that   

encourage someone who’s discouraged, or that cheer up 

someone who’s sad. 

If the vertical beam intersects with the horizontal, 

we have the form of the cross. May it remind us to love 

God with our whole being and to love our neighbor as 

ourselves.  

How do you put your love of God and neighbor 

into action? 

Love’s not love till you give it away.  

The biggest misconception about love in today’s 

world is to equate it with feelings. Too many people 

think love means having nice, warm, friendly feelings 

toward someone. Love is an emotion, but the kind of 

love Jesus is talking about is much more. Warm feel-

ings don’t always feed the hungry or help a person in 

need. Love is not primarily something vague, fuzzy, 

and warm. Love is first of all a matter of what one 

does rather than what one feels. 

As an old song puts it: “A bell’s not a bell till you 

ring it; a song’s not a song till you sing it; love’s not 

love there in your heart to stay; love’s not love till you 

give it away.   

********** 

One of Peanuts’ cartoons had Linus telling his 

sister Lucy that he wanted to be a doctor when he 

grew up.  

Lucy responded in her usual cynical fashion by 

saying “You, a doctor?” That’s a laugh. You know 

why you couldn’t be a doctor? Because you don’t 

love humankind.” Linus thought about this for a mo-

ment then said “I do love humankind. It’s people I 

can’t stand.”  

It’s easy to have nice, warm, happy feelings of 

love for vague humanity, or even for a God who will 

do for us whatever we want him to do.  

The English philosopher and theologian  Gilbert Keith 

Chesterton or G. K. Chesterton once wrote,  

                       “The Bible tells us to love our neighbors, and       

                          also to love our enemies---probably because           

                            they are generally the same people.” 

 

                         Often it is far easier to love faraway victims of 

disasters through a donation than to love those close 

to us: family members who have hurt us or let us 

down, irritating, know-it-all relatives, neighbors who 

deprive  us of sleep because of their loud music in the 

evening, or people whose political opinions are the 

opposite of ours. 

                       How do you put your love of God and neighbor 

into action? 
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