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Mass Intentions for the Week of Dec 27, 2021—Jan 2, 2022

Monday, December 27
7:00am-Father Clement

5:00pm-NO MASS

St. John, Apostle and Evangelist
+Pete Chavez (Anv) and +Vangie Chavez (Anv) by Connie Baca
+J. W. Sinclair (Anv) by His Family
+Ruperto and +Lourdes Baca (Anv) by Celestina Baca

Tuesday, December 28
7:00am-Father Clement

The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
+Anna Mae Baca (BB) and +Virgie Sapich (Anv) by Their Sister Dolores
+Frank R. (BB) , +Arthur and +Richard Chavez by Linda Chavez
+Leroy Pino (BB) by Linda Chavez

Wednesday, December 29
7:00am-Father Clement

5:00pm-NO MASS

St. Thomas Becket, Bishop and Martyr
+Ernie Salazar by Loretta Swihart
+Rosie Sisneros by Louisa and Arturo Baldonaldo
+saiah Vigil by Louisa and Arturo Baldonado

Thursday, December 30
7:00am-NO MASS

Friday, December 31
7:00am—NO MASS

5:30pm Father Clement
Vigil Mass

St. Sylvester |, Pope; New Year’s Eve

+Adam Carrillo (BB) by Ruth and Family
+Agelita “Helen” Flores by Richard and Dolores Vigil
+Rosie M. Sisneros by Richard and Dolores Vigil

Saturday, January 1
7:00am-Father Clement

4:00am-Father Clement

6:00pm-Father Clement
Jarales

New Year’s Day; Mary, The Holy Mother of God; World Day of Peace
For The Intentions of Our Parishioners

For The Intentions of Our Parishioners

For The Intentions of Our Parishioner

Sunday, January 2

8:00am-Father Clement

10:00am-Father Clement

12:00pm-Father Clement

The Epiphany of the Lord; Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,
Bishops and Doctors of the Church

+Guadalupe Garcia by Charlene and Ramona Chavez

St. Anthony and St. Joseph for Favors Received by Mary Ann Lopez

+Diane Mirabal by Lorraine Sandon

+Alfred and +Elisa Montoya by the Sandon Family
+Joseph, +Ronald and +David Montoya by the Sandon Family
+Daisy Sanchez by the Esquibels

+Ernestina (Grandma Tina) Barela by Grandpa Ron and Grandma Teresa
+Ernestina Barela by Rosie and Gilbert Chavez
+Anna Chavez by the Ortega Family
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THIS WEEK December 26, 2021—January 2, 2022

Readings for the week of December 26, 2021

Sunday: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1]/
Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Lk 2:41-52 or

1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 [cf. 5a]/1 Jn
3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52

Monday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12 [12]/Jn
20:1a, 2-8

Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8 [7]/Mt
2:13-18

Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6
[11a]/Lk 2:22-35

Thursday: 1 Jn 2:12-17/Ps 96:7-8a, 8b-9, 10 [11a]/
Lk 2:36-40

Friday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13 [11a]/In
1:1-18

Saturday: Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [2a]/Gal 4:4
-7/Lk 2:16-21

Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
[cf. 11]/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
We stand before You, Holy Spirit,
as we gather together in Your name.
With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go
and how we are to pursue it.
We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path
nor partiality influence our actions.
Let us find in You our unity

so that we may journey together to eternal life and not
stray from the way of truth

and what is right.
All this we ask of You,
who are at work in every place and time,

in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and
ever. Amen.

Parish Office Phone: 505-864-8043
Parish email: lobchurch@ourladyofbelen.org
Pastor
Father Clement Niggel
Parochial Vicar
Father Albert
Mutebi Ssekabembe
Deacons
Rev. Mr. Manuel Trujillo
Rev. Mr. Michael Montoya
Rev. Mr. Jerry Baca
Religious Education Phone Number: 864-7869
St Mary’s School Phone Number: 864-0484
St. Vincent de Paul Phone Number: 864-0808

& Blessed Sanctuary Lamp &
Week of December 26, 2021

Special Intentions by Tommie Cordova
+Virginia, +Pio Modesto (Anv) and Antonio Torres (BB)
Holy Souls in Purgatory by Sharon Harrell

Please remember in your prayers:

= 4

As they died in Christ, may they also share in His

Fidelina Baca

Resurrection

Please pray for all the sick
in our Parish .

» Ana Eva Hirschfeld Mike Torres #
Jim King Domi Gabbart Willie Martinez
Martin Trujillo Sibie Padilla Sabie Romero
Cecilia Chavez Jacob Hirschfeld
Andy Garcia Johnny Cordova Deacon Edwin
Bob Meakim Lucinda Romero
Jesse Martinez Michael Duenas
Martha Torres Carmen Romero
Petea Persphone Laura Peralta
Melinda Shaw Jerry Martinez
Nikki Sisneros

Pat Sanchez Mary Ramos

Sally Garley Valerie Garcia Jessika Jauriqui
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AROUND THE PARISH AND ARCHDIOCESE

BAPTISM

The Sacrament of Baptism for
infants is offered every Sunday
after the noon Mass. Arrangements
are to be made in person at the
parish office. A birth certificate is
required. Godparents must be at
least 16 years old, confirmed, and
actively practicing their
Catholic Faith. If Godparents are
married, they must be married
according to the norms of the
Catholic  Church. Mandatory
Baptismal classes for parents
and sponsors. No Baptisms during
Lent. Please contact the Parish
Office

RECONCILIATION
(Confession):  Fridays at 5:30pm
(after the 5:00pm Mass) and on
Saturdays 3:00pm to 4:30pm or by
appointment (call the Parish Office
at 864-8043)

CONFIRMATION
Please contact the Faith
Formation Office @505-864-7869

for more information on the
requirements for receiving this
Sacrament.

']j
MARRIAGE
Couples  must  contact  the

Parish Office at least six months in
advance of the desired wedding
date. They must participate in a
Weekend for Engaged Couples and
attend an introductory class in

Natural Family Planning.  For
information on marriage
preparation class g0 to

www.familylifenm.org or contact
Yvette Duran at 505-831-8117.

Congratulations to the Christmas Padrinos

Our Christmas Padrinos for this year, having been chosen by last year’s Padrinos, are
April and Stephen Foster and Daniel and Danielle Trujillo. Congratulations and thank
you for your service to the Parish. Thank you also to our 2019-2020 Christmas
Padrinos, Fernando and Jessica Sisneros and Franco and Elena Padilla.

New Mayordomos for Our Lady of Guadalupe Mission

Abenicio and Anna Marie Sisneros were installed as Mayordomos of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Mission at the Fiesta Mass held on December 12th. Congratulations and
thank you for serving as Mayordomos for the last two years.

Homebound Ministry

There are some parishioners that cannot come to Mass due to age or disability. If
you are being called to serve the faith community of Our Lady of Belen, the
Homebound Ministry is in need of your service. For more information please
contact Deacon Manny or the Parish Office at 505-864-8043.

Eucharistic Ministers

We are need of Eucharistic Ministers. If Interested, please call the Parish Office at
864-8043.

Parish Office and Faith Formation Center Closed for the Holidays

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday and Tuesday, December 27th and 28th. Most
office staff will be taking vacation time the week between Christmas and New Year’s, but
the parish office will be open for minimal services from Wednesday, December 29th
through Friday, December 31. The office will be closed on Monday, January 3, 2022. The
Faith Formation Office will be closed from December 22, 2021 to January 3, 2022. No
Classes will be held from the December 20th through January 3rd. Classes will resume on
January 3rd. Have a Blessed Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Our Lady of Belen Memorial Gardens Cemetery

Our Lady of Belem Memorial Gardens Cemetery Council and Cemetery Staff would
like to extend our gratitude to the many parish families who have generously given
of their time, talents and treasures this past year. May the blessings of the Santo
Nino and Our Blessed Mother be with you and your families during this Holy Season
and in the coming New Year.

Sacristans
We are in need of Sacristans. If
you are interested, please
contact the Parish Office at 864
-8043

Save The Date

Please join the Archdiocese of Santa Fe African American Catholic Community for Mass on
Sunday, January 16 at Noon. Most Rev. John C. Wester, Archbishop of Santa Fe will be the
presider. Join us in person at St. Joseph on the Rio Grande. At this time, the church is fully
open. All are required to wear a mask regardless of vaccination status. Note: This may
change if restrictions are changed by the State of New Mexico. Or join us virtually. Mass will
be live -streamed and recorded. For more information call 505-401-8983.
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AROUND THE PARISH AND THE ARCHDIOCESE

The Twelve Days of Christmas

“The Twelve Days of Christmas” was written in England as one of the “catechism’s songs” to help young Catholics learn the tenets of
their faith (a memory aid). The song gifts are hidden meanings to the teachings of the faith. The “true love” mentioned in the song
doesn’t refer to an earthly suitor, it refers to God Himself, the “me” who receives the presents refers to every baptized person. The
partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. |n the song, Christ is symbolically presented as a mother partridge which feigns
injury to decoy predators from her helpless nestlings, much in memory of the expression of Christ’s sadness over the fate of
Jerusalem: “Jerusalem! Jerusalem! How often would | have sheltered thee under my wings as a hen does her chicks, but thou
wouldst not have it so..” The other symbols mean the following: 2-Turtle Doves = The Old and New Testaments; 3-French Hens =
Faith, Hope and Charity, the Theological Virtues; 4-Calling Birds = The Four Gospels and/or the Four Evangelists; 5-Golden Rings = The
first Five Books of the Old Testament, the “Pentateuch”, which gives the history of man’s fall from grace; 6-Geese A-laying = the six
days of creation; 7-Swans A-swimming = the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the seven sacraments; 8-Maids A-milking = the eight
beatitudes; 9-Ladies Dancing = the nine Fruits of the Holy Spirit; 10-Lords A-leaping = the Ten Commandments; 11-Pipers Piping = the
eleven faithful apostles and 12-Drummers Drumming = the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed. Fr. Hal Stockert

Christmastime

For most, Christmas is over by December 26th and life has resumed its normal activities. The Church, on the other hand, observes
an Octave of Christmas until January 1st (after the Jewish practice of an 8 day celebration) and an extended Christmastime until
January 6th, the Feast of the Epiphany. (It is now celebrated on Sunday between January 2nd and January 8th.) The popular
Christmas song, “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” is rooted in the festive celebration of Christmastime and a celebration of the
Catholic faith, from a time in England and Ireland when Catholics had to disguise their Catholic belief. During Christmastime, there
are feasts of three martyrs: St. Stephen on December 26th, who represents those who went to their death willingly; St. John the
Evangelist on December 27th who represents those who were willing to die but were not put to death, and the Holy Innocents on
December 28th, representing those who were put to death without their choice, recalling the event surrounding the Birth of Christ. On
the Sunday between Christmas and January 1st, the church celebrates the Holy Family. This feast is especially important today as
many families today face struggles and challenges in living their Faith.

QUINCEANERA FAMILY RETREATS (Presented in Spanish with Bilingual Material Available)

Now that parishes can increase Mass capacity, there is growing interest in scheduling Quinceanera celebrations for young people.
Celebrating a Quinceanera Mass offers the opportunity as a family to learn and reflect on this cultural and religious celebration. For
this reason, the Offices of Faith Formation and Hispanic Ministry will soon offer family Quinceanera retreats via the Zoom platform:
Saturday, January 22, 2022 from 8:45am-2:30pm. Space is limited and the registration deadline is Wednesday, January 12, 2022.
Saturday April 30, 2022 from 8:45am-2:30pm. Space is limited and the registration deadline is Wednesday, April 20, 2022. Please
register by calling Della at 505-831-8142 or email dmontano@archdiosf.org. For updated information on these retreats, please call
the Office of Hispanic Ministry at 505-831-8147.

RETIROS FAMILIARES DE QUINCEANERA (Presentado en espafiol con material bilinglie disponible)

Ahora que las parroquias pueden aumentar la capacidad de misa, hay un creciente interés en programar celebraciones de
quinceariera para los jovenes. Celebrar una Misa de Quinceafiera ofrece la oportunidad en familia de aprender y reflexionar sobre
esta celebracion cultural y religiosa. Por esta razdn, las Oficinas de Formacién en la Fe y Ministerio Hispano pronto ofreceran retiros
familiares de Quinceafiera a través de la plataforma Zoom: sdbado 22 de enero de 2022 de 8:45 a.m. a 2:30 p.m. El cupo es limitado
y la fecha limite de inscripcion es el miércoles 12 de enero de 2022. Sabado 30 de abril de 2022 de 8:45 a.m. a 2:30 p.m. El cupo es
limitado y la fecha limite de inscripcidn es el miércoles 20 de abril de 2022. Registrese llamando a Della al 505-831-8142 o envie un
correo electrénico dmontano@archdiosf.org. Para obtener informacién actualizada sobre estos retiros, llame a la Oficina del
Ministerio Hispano al 505-831-8147.

CIVILIZE IT: A BETTER KIND OF POLITICS Civilize It:

A Better Kind of Politics is a nonpartisan initiative from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops that seeks to
assist Catholics to counter polarization and division in Church and society by following the example of the Good
Samaritan, who challenges us to “become neighbors to all” (Fratelli Tutti, no. 80). Learn more, and join the movement
today: civilizeit.org #ABetterKindofPolitics #Civilizelt
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GOSPEL MEDIATION AND REFLECTION

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph

Families can be very difficult things to negotiate. This is true not only of our families of origin, the current family of which
we are a part, the family of our Church, our society, and our global family as well. Everything human can be found in
family stories. Those stories speak of wonderful life-giving successes as well as painful spirit-robbing abuses. Our greatest
joys and our greatest wounds are usually connected with the experience of family. Our needs, experiences, and
unresolved baggage often color what we bring to our familiar relationships. They contribute to our level of defensiveness,
how guarded and protected we become, and what prejudices we believe. In order to break the cycle of dysfunction we
have to remember that it is not only by human effort that we negotiate the difficult and challenging events of our lives.
There is a Divine Effort at work as well. For sure, the human effort can create quite a mess and easily destroy lives. This is
true of any family with which we are associated. Today’s Feast of the Holy Family serves to help us understand that there
is a Divine Story being told as well. It is a story of perseverance in the face of hardship, determination in the face of
despair, healing when we see nothing but wounds, and light where there is darkness. Do we believe that God is always
working, guiding, restoring, and leading? Unless we do, we will never be free from the imperfections and wounds that
bind us and never be able to understand what it really means to forgive. Pope Francis tells us that the “light which comes
from the Holy Family encourages us to offer human warmth to other families.” While this is most certainly true, we can
only really begin to do this when we realize that we are still works in progress, not anchored to the wounds and sins of
our past, and still a leading star in God’s continually unfolding story of love. The Holy Family persevered and radiated
warmth because they knew they were not alone. We can too.

La Sagrada Familia

Hoy es un dia para celebrar a la familia - a la nuestra y a las familias de todo el mundo, de celebrar y gozar a los hijos,
nietos y parientes cercanos y lejanos. Dios quiso nacer en una familia y por medio de ella, se nos ofrece una oportunidad
para conocerle mejor y amarle mas. Recordemos que es en la familia donde se forjan los santos y santas de Dios. Y es
también en ella donde estdn los vicios y malas acciones. jCuidado padres de familia! Aprender de la familia de Nazaret es
importante. Cada dia del afio es una oportunidad para continuar la busqueda de Dios, de Jesus, en nuestro hogar.
Podemos vislumbrar, en la Liturgia de hoy, a tres figuras importantes del hogar de Nazaret: una mujer con su pequeno y
su esposo, listos para hacer la voluntad de Dios, para orar y platicar en familia. EI papa Francisco nos dice que:
“Realmente, hoy es un dia hermoso...hoy celebramos la fiesta de la Sagrada Familia de Nazaret. El término sagrada coloca
a esta familia en el dmbito de la santidad, que es un don de Dios, pero, al mismo tiempo, es una adhesién libre y
responsable al plan de Dios” (12-29-2019). Sé, y busco cudl es el plan de Dios para mi hogar o éni siquiera me importa ese
didlogo entre esposa, esposo e hijos? El tiempo de confinamiento debié ser una oportunidad para crecer en gracia y
sabiduria en la familia. iLo ve usted asi? Padres de familia, la mejor herencia para sus hijos y nietos es fomentar la fe, la
educacion, el amor y la unidad en el hogar.

Question: | have been away from the Church for a few years and really want to get active again, not so much for me, but for
my children. Is this a bad reason to come back to Church?

Answer: If you are on your way to the supermarket, and you are forced to detour from your usual route because of road
work, does the food you buy taste different? Is the meal less filling? Are the vegetables less tasty? Of course not. In our
faith journey, there are many detours called sin. Some are greater than others, some are even a bit longer. But God's
grace comes to us in ways we understand and recognize and need. Your children leading you back to the Church is not as
important as the fact that you are back. This is an opportunity for you to renew, strengthen, and deepen your faith.
Regardless of how we get to Church, or what draws us closer to God, the fact is we are there. Do what you need to do to
get right with God and the Church. Go to confession, begin good family religious practices, and be involved in the
ministries your parish offers. Be more than a lukewarm parishioner. Be the kind of Catholic you want your children to be.

Sermon
“The secret of a good sermon is to have a good beginning and a good ending; and to have the two as close together as
possible.” — George Burns
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PARISH MINISTRIES

Homebound— Coordinator: Deacon Manny Trujillo The homebound Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion
brings the Body of Christ to the parishioners who cannot attend the Celebration of Eucharist.

Adoration— Coordinator: Karen Siegman Spend an hour each week with our Lord at the Perpetual Adoration
Chapel.

Ministry of Consolation—Deacon Manny Trujillo _When grieving a loss of a loved one, we need support more than
ever. Our Lady of Belen Ministry of Consolation offers a safe place to find hope, healing and comfort. Our ministry is
personalized, confidential and open to EVERYONE in the community.

Catholic Daughters Court #1359— Regent: Marcelle Trujillo s a strong and vibrant group of women who live by the
words: Unity and Charity. Meetings are usually held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.

Grupo De Oracién— Coordinator Rudolfo and Maria Rios Te hace una cordial invitacion para que nos acompaiies a la
noche de oracién, los martes a las 6:30 pm en el centro formacién.

OSSM St. Juliana Community, Belen—Prioress: Cathy McCartney Sachs Monthly meetings are held on the 1st
Saturday of each month from 12:00pm to 2:00pm at the Faith Formation Center. The Servite Sorrowful Rosary is
prayed every 1st Saturday at 6:30 am in the Church. For more information please call the Parish Office at 864-8043.

Knights of Columbus— Grand Knight: Jose R. Garcia Monthly meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at
6:00 pm, Pot-luck and Rosary 3rd Thursday of each month at the Knights of Columbus hall. Please call 505-321-1445
if you are interested in becoming a Knight.

St. Terese of Calcutta Soup Kitchen— Coordinator : Deacon Jerry The Soup kitchen operates every Friday from 11:30
am to 1:00pm at the Parish Hall. For more information please contact the Parish Office at 505-864-8043.

Knight of the Altar —Coordinator: Deacon Manny Trujillo A great opportunity for 4th graders and above to serve at
the Celebration of the Eucharist.

Choir— Coordinator: Jeff Anderson An opportunity for adults and children to lead the people in joyful worship by
singing and playing musical instruments.

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist—Coordinator: Marcelle Trujillo As an Extraordinary Minister of the
Eucharist you distribute Holy Communion during Mass.

Lectors— Coordinator: Rose Mary Montoya As a Lector you Proclaim the Word of God during Mass.

Ushers— Coordinator: Richard Montoya Offer support to people by assisting in seating, taking up offerings and
distributing the bulletins.

Sacristan— Coordinator: Connie Baca  The sacristan is a member of the parish who is ultimately responsible for the
material preparations for all liturgical services at the Church.

Fellowship Sunday— Coordinator: Holly Chavez  Facilitates fellowship by helping to serve coffee, milk and donuts
after Masses on the first Sunday of the Month.

St. Vincent de Paul—President: Linda Mummert The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, leads women and men to join
together to grow spiritually by offering person-to-person service to those who are in need and suffering. SVDP
Needs You—-if you have it in your heart to volunteer in this ministry of helping the less fortunate please call us, or
come by the store. Our thrift store is located at 916 W. Castillo Ave. Our phone number is 505-864-0808. Store
Hours: Monday—Thursday 10:00am—3:00pm.

Handmade Blessed Prayer Shawls and Rosary Makers— Coordinator: Holly Chavez Learn to make beaded and
knotted rosaries. If you crochet or knit or want to learn, join us in making prayer shawls for the sick. Meetings are
held on Tuesday mornings at 8:30 am to 10:00am in the Faith Formation Center.

Widow’s Mite Society— Coordinator: Liz Sagrestano  The Widow’s Mite Society offers services to our community’s
widowed, handicapped, and elderly who cannot manage small household tasks, such as general home maintenance,
minor household repairs, and house cleaning. Our services include: painting; fence repair; mowing lawns, weed
removal, trimming small trees and bushes, trash removal, vacuuming, dusting, sweeping and mopping, organizing
small areas, and companionship while offering our services in your home. If we can help you, fill out the form at the
doors of the church or in the Parish Office and put it in the collection basket at mass or return it to the Parish Office.
Please join us every 2nd Saturday of the month at 7:45 am—12:00 pm for a work party and every 4th Tuesday of the
month at 6:30 pm for our monthly meetings.
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Belen
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vou deserve 1st Care!
Albuquerque
508-0799

Los Lunas
865-6887

Whether you provide home care services to someone
you love or need assistance- 1st care of New Mexico
is available to provide help with bathing, grooming,
meal preparation, or even companionship.

Insurance
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BlueCross
BlueShield
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Owner, Michael S. Montoya

\J Management Service

“Providing quality care for your loved ones
in their home and on their terms.”
Albuquerque Los Lunas Socorro

& Surrounding Areas E

505-299-5111 or 505-865-2994

NOW HIRING CAREGIVERS- $11.00 PER HOUR/PAID WEEKLY Belen: 861-7100

=1 Care of New Mexico.. <=

Home Healthcare

Albuquerque: 508-0799
Los Lunas: 865-6887

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Our Lady of Belen, Belen, NM A 4C 05-1172




