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As Catholic parents, our single 
most important task is raising 

our children in the faith. Surrounded by 
the mounting pressures of modern-day 
society, now — more than ever —it is 
vital that we give our children a strong 
foundation, so they are prepared to 
live their faith and fortified to become 
leaders of our Church and society. 
Yet, the beauty of our Catholic faith 
is that we are not left on our own 
in this mission. We at All Saints are 
here to support parents in this all-
important undertaking, building upon 
the foundation that has been laid first at 
Baptism and then further at home.

“Our emphasis is on motivating 
parents to embrace the responsibility 
that they took on at Baptism to grow 
their faith for themselves, as well as for 
their children as a domestic church,” 
says Director of Faith Formation Kathy 
McDermott. “We know that many of 
our families are overwhelmed and busy, 
so we want to give them all sorts of 
opportunities to discover how they can 
embrace their faith as a family.”

“We know that every child has their 
own learning style and we want to meet our 

families where they are — not to burden 
them, but to help them,” Kathy says.

This enables a beautiful partnership 
to thrive between parents and the 
parish, working together to ensure that 
our children receive the best possible 
faith foundation,  develop an ongoing 
relationship with God and foster 
connections to the larger Catholic 
family. Kathy says this is essential 
to the long-term success of our faith 
community.

“Our basis is, everybody needs to 
have a relationship with God,” she says. 
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Children’s Faith Formation  continued from front cover

“We are here to support and equip the parents any way we 
can. We want them to understand, too, that this is a lifelong 
and not just temporary. We’re not just working toward one 
sacrament — we are working to build a connection. These 
children aren’t the future of our Church — they are the 
present of our Church. We need them here now.”

Registration is will open soon for the 2020-2021 
Faith Formation school year and measures are being 
put in place to ensure smaller, safer class sizes. Faith 
Formation options will include Hybrid (Family home 

study with family visits to the campus), Virtual (Family 
Home Study with access to online resources)  and 
Traditional Sunday Classroom (Small group classroom 
gathering once a month and family gathering on campus 
once a month).  Kathy says they are working to make 
faith formation as doable as possible for families during 
these uncertain times.“If families want to do independent 
study or homeschooling, we offer materials also,” Kathy 
says. “We’re learning to be a little more fluid and adapt 
to the challenges our environment gives us.”

If you would like more information about All Saints Children’s Faith Formation opportunities,
please contact Kathy McDermott at 972-778-0328 or kmcdermott@allsaintsdallas.org, or call 972-661-9282.

“These children aren’t the future of our Church — they are 
the present of our Church. We need them here now.” 

— Kathy McDermott, Director of Faith Formation

IN A BIND FOR A BABYSITTER? 
Even if your child is being watched by someone trusted — such as a neighbor, friend or family member — 

keep in mind that more than 80 percent of sexual abuse cases occur in isolated, one-on-one situations. By 
being aware of three main principles — prevent isolation, keep situations interruptible, and set expectations — 
you can dramatically reduce the risk of sexual abuse. Above all, be clear with both the sitter and your kids about 
the family rules so that everyone understands the expectations and knows how to speak up if they aren’t met.

• Preventing Isolation — Make a rule that doors must always be open. Encourage activities and behaviors 
that include the whole group and discourage individual pursuits. Consider making certain areas of the 
house off-limits while you’re away, like basements or bedrooms.

• Keeping Situations Interruptible — Make sure the sitter knows that you’ll be checking in with the kids 
– it may even be a good idea to circle back by the house and drop in while you’re supposed to be out. 
Confirm boundaries with your kids and remind them that if anyone makes them feel uncomfortable, they 
can tell you. A phone call is a quick way to check in and gauge the situation.

• Setting Expectations — Ask the sitter to come over early so you can speak to them and set expectations. 
Let the sitter know that your kids know about body safety and boundaries and that you don’t keep secrets 
from each other. Being upfront with this information can often be a deterrent to inappropriate behavior.

To learn more, please visit www.d2l.org/protective-steps/.
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August: 
Understanding the Gift of Time

With the arrival of August, I find 
myself reflecting on what a 

strange summer this has been. Of course, 
some of us have done our best to enjoy a 
“staycation” at home, while focusing on 
the positive during this unprecedented — 
and often stressful — time. Nevertheless, 
August also means that many of us start 
the transition back to our fall routines.

I once heard a quote from a 
psychologist who said time seems 
to pass more quickly as we get older 
because we’re experiencing fewer 
“firsts.” When we’re continually experiencing new 
things, time tends to stand still while we’re living 
them. After we’ve repeated those events numerous 
times, they don’t faze us much anymore — and 
before we know it, months have passed, seasons have 
changed, and it’s time to start the annual cycle again.

Yet, we should not allow our time to be something 
that simply evades our grasp, trickling through our 
fingers. After all, time itself — every moment on this 
earth — is a gift from God. We each have 24 hours today 
and seven days this week to use however we please.

At this point in time, let us reflect on how we 
chose to use our time during this pandemic. Did we 

set aside time to pray? Did we spend 
additional time with our family? Have 
we allowed for time to serve others? 
Did we devote time each day to serve 
God?

When we assess the use of our time, 
we must make a spiritual examination — 
“Have I been a good steward of the time 
given to me?” Maybe now is a good time 
to make some changes in our lives. There 
is no better time than right now to seek 
out ways to grow closer to God. This is 
what it means to be a good steward!

As the last days of this most unusual summer 
hopefully give way to the activity of fall, remember 
to keep God in your hearts, in your minds, and on 
your tongue as we continue our stewardship journey 
as a parish family.

Please pray for me as I continue to pray for all of 
you. 

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Alfonse Nazzaro
Pastoral Administrator

A Letter from Our Pastoral Administrator

Dear Saints,
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Ensuring the Safety of Students,      Faculty and Staff 
as We Return      to All Saints Catholic School

At All Saints Catholic School, the safety and well-being 
of our community is our top priority. We are excited 

to welcome our students back to campus in the fall! In light 
of the current COVID-19 pandemic and in accordance with 
guidance from the Centers for Disease Control, Texas Education 
Association, Texas Catholic Conference of Bishops Education 
Department, and the Diocese of Dallas, we are taking the 
following precautionary measures to ensure the safety of the 
students, faculty, and staff on our campus for the 2020-21 
academic year. Please know that our policies are under continuous 
review and are subject to change as we monitor conditions and 
receive guidance from health and government authorities. As the 
summer progresses, we will provide updates as needed.

Our plans to meet these guidelines are based on four 
foundations — monitoring and responding to student and faculty 
health; limiting and eliminating unnecessary or risky activities; 
revising cleaning and disinfection protocols; and, finally, having 
additional blended learning and remote learning options available 
for planned or unplanned shutdowns.

What are the options for students attending All Saints 
Catholic School?

All Saints Catholic School will offer families the option of 
In-Person On-Campus Learning, or Online Remote Learning for 
the fall of 2020. 

• All Saints Catholic School will provide a full-time Remote 
Learning Model for any families wanting an ASCS education 
but not ready to attend in-person classes at this time.

• The selection of the Remote Learning Model will be by 
quarter (nine weeks). Parents will be asked to select the 
Remote Learning Model or the In-Person On-Campus Model 
at the beginning of each quarter.

• The Remote Learning Model will include synchronous (live 
instruction in core content) and asynchronous (independent 
and/or parent-guided work) instruction.

What are your class sizes and how do they affect your ability 
to offer on-site classes?

Our small classes of approximately 16-17 students, two 
classes per grade, at our state-of-the-art campus enables 
ASCS students to experience a differentiated, tailored 
education in a safe environment. 

• Teachers will travel to students to minimize the number of 
different students utilizing a given classroom.

• We will ensure that students have plenty of breaks so they can 
move, stretch and go outside.

• Physical education for all students will be outside, 
weather permitting.

• Elective Instruction (Band, Orchestra, Art, and Choir) 
for fourth through eighth grades will be by grade level 
to minimize the number of students who encounter each 
other regularly.

What measures will be in place to reduce the risk of spreading 
COVID-19 or other germs within the school campus?
• Teachers and staff will be screened for COVID-19 

symptoms before coming onto campus.  
• Students will be screened for COVID-19 symptoms and 

their temperature by staff members using an infrared 
thermometer before entering the building daily.  

• Before coming onto campus on the first day of school 
and at the start of every week of instruction, all students 
will be pre-screened for COVID-19 symptoms that 
they or others living in their house may experience. A 
questionnaire will be emailed to families by the School 
Nurse every Sunday until further notice so families can 
pre-screen.

• Students will wash their hands upon entering the building 
and hand wash frequently throughout the day. Younger 
students will engage in supervised handwashing for at 
least 20 seconds at least two times each day, in addition 
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Ensuring the Safety of Students,  Faculty and Staff 
as We Return  to All Saints Catholic School

to being encouraged to wash hands after using the 
restroom and before eating.

• Hand sanitizer wall dispensers have been mounted on the 
walls between all classrooms and will be utilized 
frequently.

• All students and adults in the school building will wear 
non-medical grade face masks.

• All students will have acrylic dividers on their desks to 
serve the purpose of shielding students, teachers and staff 
from respiratory droplets with which they might otherwise 
come into contact.

• Students’ desks will be arranged at least six feet apart.
• Students will have their individual supplies in containers. 

There will be no shared supplies for students.
• Two new water bottle dispensers have been installed in 

front of the student bathrooms. All other water fountains 
will be sealed.

• All students should bring their own personal water bottles 
to school.

• High touch surfaces will be disinfected frequently.
• A new hot lunch service will be offered with pre-ordered 

hot lunches in individually covered containers so students 
do not have to go through the cafeteria line.

• PreK through third-grade students will eat lunch in their 
classrooms (hot lunches will be brought to students).

• Fourth through eighth-grade students will eat lunch in the 
cafeteria and the gym. Students will sit six feet away from 
other students.

• The playground areas may only be used by one grade 
daily and will be disinfected daily.

• All other classes will be able to play as a grade level in 
separate areas around the school.

• After Care will be offered. Students will be separated by 
grade level.

• The building will be thoroughly disinfected daily.

Should it become necessary, how is remote learning conducted 
at ASCS?

There will almost certainly be situations that necessitate 
temporary school closure due to positive COVID-19 cases at 
the school. Parents should be prepared for this in the event that it 
occurs. While actively working to prevent positive cases through 
mitigation practices, in the event that ASCS will need to transition 
to a Remote Learning Model for all students, we are prepared. 

ASCS students are well-versed in the use of technology. We 
utilize Google Classroom as our Learning Management System 
in conjunction with a host of interactive electronic platforms to 
support asynchronous and synchronous learning. Teachers scaffold 
the mixture of both synchronous (live instruction in core content) 
and asynchronous (independent and/or parent-guided work) 
learning depending on the age of the student. 

The Remote Learning Model will also be available for any 
child who is diagnosed with COVID-19 or is self-quarantined.

How are decisions made regarding school safety measures and 
closures?

Our school’s COVID Task Force is made up of 
administration, teachers, health care professionals, parents, 
and staff.  We act upon guidance from the Centers for Disease 
Control, Texas Education Association, Texas Catholic Conference 
of Bishops Education Department, and the Diocese of Dallas, 
as we make decisions regarding safety and school closures. As 
aforementioned, our policies are under continuous review and are 
subject to change as we monitor conditions and receive guidance 
from health and government authorities. 

For more information about the All Saints Catholic School 
COVID-19 response and return-to-school plan, please contact 
Principal Shana Druffner at SDruffner@AllSaintsk8.org.

For more information regarding enrolling your child at 
All Saints Catholic School, please contact Viviana Stanford at 
VStanford@AllSaintsK8.org or visit www.AllSaintsPreK8.org.

By Gabe Moreno, ASCS Director of Advancement and Mission
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Made Rich through Grace:

Newly-ordained Deacon Mark Venincasa says that he 
can testify to the truth of the words spoken above 

from Sirach, having been made rich in an instant of mercy 
that forever changed his life. It’s a story that, in many ways, 
begins here at All Saints when Deacon Mark’s parents, Louis 
and Geri Venincasa, moved to the area and became founding 
parishioners in 1976. Just 14 at the time, Deacon Mark has 
memories of participating in youth group functions and 
attending Mass with his family on Sundays.

 “I was still relatively immature in my faith at that point, 
but what I did notice is that there was a faithfulness there at 
All Saints,” Deacon Mark says. “Through it, I recognized that 
there was an importance to being part of a faith community.”

He then went on to attend Texas A&M University and the 
University of Texas Health Dental School in San Antonio and 
unfortunately, like many young adults, fell away from the faith. 
Yet, when he returned to Dallas years later to start his own 
practice, he soon became involved, once again, at All Saints.

“It was All Saints’ singles group that really got me back 
in,” Deacon Mark says. “It was kind of a social thing more 
than anything else. That’s where I ended up meeting my wife 
and we were married there.”

At the time, however, All Saints did not have a Catholic 
school — something that was very important to Deacon 
Mark’s wife, Lisa. And so, just a few months after their 
marriage, the couple moved to Prince of Peace Parish, where 
they began raising their five children.

 For the next several years, Deacon Mark says he mostly 
went through the motions of Catholicism. He attended Mass 
with his family each Sunday, made contributions to the 
offertory basket, and that was essentially the extent of his 
faith life. This all changed, however, in 2007 when Deacon 
Mark decided to attend a Christ Renews His Parish, or CRHP, 
weekend retreat.

“That weekend my life just instantly changed,” Deacon 
Mark says. “To hear other men openly share about what God 
had done in their life was really impactful to me. But what really 
broke me open was the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We had all 
been schooled in it, and I don’t know if I wasn’t paying attention 
or if I just wasn’t taught correctly, but I just never went. Before 
CRHP, I had only been two other times. At the retreat the priest 
explained that you want to give up anything that is a barrier 
preventing your from receiving God’s love. And I just knew 
right away, somehow, what that was for me. Suddenly this anger 
inside of me and this feeling of deep unworthiness that I’d been 
carrying inside of me for years was just gone.”

“Do not marvel at the works of a sinner, but trust in the LORD and wait for his light; For it is 
easy in the eyes of the LORD suddenly, in an instant, to make the poor rich.” – Sirach 11:21

 Deacon Mark Venincasa and his wife,
 Lisa, celebrate his ordination.
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Meet Deacon Mark Venincasa 
Radically transformed by this sacramental encounter, 

Deacon Mark began hungering to go deeper into his 
relationship with God. He became a parish acolyte in 2008, 
a spiritual director for CRHP, and participated regularly in a 
Catholic men’s small group. He also began to contemplate the 
possibility of the permanent diaconate.

“Not long after that CRHP weekend, I just started getting 
these thoughts about the diaconate,” Deacon Mark says. “I 
really didn’t know much about it, yet somehow I definitely felt 
a spiritual leaning toward it. I got involved with a spiritual small 
group of men right after CRHP. There, I shared these feelings 
that I had with them and they were just really supportive. They 
got me involved in leading a prayer group and then, a year later, 
becoming a spiritual director. It was like I had this group of men 
who were supporting me at Prince of Peace and they were either 
recommending me or elevating me to these leadership positions. 
It really supported this calling that I felt towards the diaconate.”

However, the needs of his still-young family caused 
Deacon Mark to hold off actually applying until 2012. 
Then, due to family health issues, he held off even longer, 
reapplying and officially beginning the process in 2014. He 
was ordained to the permanent diaconate for the Diocese of 
Dallas on June 20, 2020 at St. Francis Catholic Church in 
Frisco, Texas, where we was immediately assigned by Bishop 
Edward Burns to All Saints, bringing Deacon Mark’s entire 
faith journey back full circle in a truly beautiful way.

“There are still some familiar faces and it’s just kind 
of surreal,” Deacon Mark says. “I didn’t imagine that it 
would happen this way, but I’m really excited to be back. 

My wife and I are going to be celebrating our 30th wedding 
anniversary this January. We just feel like it’s so providential 
and we can see a lot of beauty in this already.”

In addition to serving for parish liturgies, Deacon 
Mark will be serving as the chaplain for All Saints’ pro-life 
committee, helping minister to the homebound and those 
living at local retirement communities, facilitating parish 
Bible studies, and assisting with the CRHP program. He looks 
forward to getting to know better his fellow parishioners and 
serving God and His Church in these new capacities.

Deacon Mark Venincasa is ordained to the permanent 
diaconate.

“The priest explained that you want to give up anything that is 
a barrier preventing your from receiving God’s love. And I just 

knew right away, somehow, what that was for me. Suddenly this 
anger inside of me and this feeling of deep unworthiness that 

I’d been carrying inside of me for years was just gone.” 
— Deacon Mark Venincasa
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St. Bartholomew: The Vocation to Holiness
As baptized Catholics, we are 

all called to lives of supreme 
holiness. As Pope St. John Paul II 
explained in his message on the 
39th annual World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations, “Since Baptism is a true 
entry into the holiness of God... it would 
be a contradiction to settle for a life of mediocrity... The time has 
come to re-propose wholeheartedly to everyone this high standard 
of ordinary Christian living.”

Yet, in a culture that glorifies sin and, in many ways, looks 
down upon holiness, where do we turn for inspiration, for 
encouragement, and for strength to live out our baptismal call to 
holiness? We turn to Christ and His Church. In a particular way, we 
can focus on the saints. These many men and women are ordinary 
humans like us. They rose above the norms of the day, embraced 
the call to holiness, and lived the call to the best of their abilities 
until the end of their lives. In some cases, it was their courage to 
live the call to holiness that brought them to the end of their lives!  

St. Bartholomew, whose feast day we celebrate on Aug. 24, 
is one such man. One of the Twelve Apostles during the time of 

Christ, St. Bartholomew lived a life of extraordinary holiness. 
Throughout the Gospels, we see him going from town to town, 
preaching the message of Christ. Then, according to tradition, 
as it is recorded in the Roman Martyrology, he was skinned 
alive and then crucified upside down after preaching in and 
around India and Great Armenia. St. Bartholomew displayed 
tremendous courage in the face of trial and tribulation. He serves 
us as an amazing example of strong faith and a real commitment 
to live Christ’s call — even in the face of death.

Most of us in the modern world will never face the 
prospect of martyrdom, as did most of the Apostles and so 
many of the early Christians. Our challenge is to remember 
that “to give your life for Christ” means to live for Him – 
not necessarily to accept martyrdom in witness of our faith. 
We have opportunities every single day to live our faith, to 
witness by our actions that Jesus Christ is the Lord of our 
lives. As we face obstacles and challenges in this world — 
even in the small arenas in which most of us live our lives — 
we might call on the intercession of St. Bartholomew. We can 
look to him as an example of courage as we strive to live out 
our Catholic call, even when it seems incredibly difficult! 


