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Our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ chose 

to enter the world through 
the human family. He 
came as an infant born into 
the marriage and home 
of the two holiest human 
creatures who ever lived 
— Joseph and Mary. At a 
time when our world and 
our Church needs family 
and faithful disciples now 
more than ever, could there 
be a more fitting time to venerate the 
man who gave his life and his love to the 
Blessed Mother and the Son of God?

Pope Francis has declared 2021 the 
Year of St. Joseph in honor of the 150th 
anniversary of the saint’s proclamation 
as patron of the Universal Church. Our 
pope said he established the year so that 
“every member of the faithful, following 
his example, may strengthen their life of 
faith daily in the complete fulfillment of 
God’s will.”

As Christians, we are blessed to have 
Mary as our spiritual mother and Joseph as 
our spiritual father. Just as Mary guides us 
from heaven with loving devotion, St. Joseph 

also diligently provides for the 
needs of the family of God, the 
Holy Catholic Church.

Because of his special role 
as foster-father of the Child 
Jesus, St. Joseph has merited 
singular privileges in heaven 
unmatched by any saint aside 
from the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To give some modern-
day perspective to the 
significance of this special 
year, Pope Francis has said the 

coronavirus pandemic heightened his desire to 
reflect on St. Joseph, as so many people during 
the pandemic have made hidden sacrifices 
to protect others, just as St. Joseph quietly 
protected and cared for Mary and Jesus.

“Each of us can discover in Joseph — 
the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet 
and hidden presence — an intercessor, a 
support and a guide in times of trouble,” the 
pope wrote.

At the end of the First Vatican Council in 
1870, Pope Pius IX declared St. Joseph the 
patron of the Universal Church. He is also 
the patron of carpenters, workers, fathers, 
and a happy death because he died in the 
presence of Mary and Jesus. The title of 

A Month and Year to
A Letter from Our Pastoral Administrator

 Honor St. Joseph
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Stewardship
The Wise Men’s Gifts Symbolize Our Lenten Obligations

We experience great joy when we celebrate the 
coming of the Magi at Epiphany each year. For 

many of us, it is the completion of Christmas. Yet, the gifts 
offered by the Magi — gold, frankincense and myrrh — can 
serve to guide us as we observe Lent this month. 

It may seem strange to connect the joyful celebration 
of Epiphany with the penitential season of Lent. Yet, our 
spiritual life should not be divided into separate bits having 
no connection with each other. In the same way, the Church’s 
liturgical year should also flow from one season to another. 
The different feasts and seasons certainly have different 
emphases, but they are intended to build on each other. So 
let’s see if we can connect what the Magi gave Jesus with 
what we’re going to offer Him this Lent.

The basic ingredients for our Lenten rule normally come 
from what are termed the Three Notable Duties — prayer, 
fasting and almsgiving. These in turn come from Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7).

How do we connect the wise men’s gifts with the notable 
duties? Actually, what the gifts symbolize matches up 
surprisingly well.

Frankincense is the basic ingredient in the incense 
used in the worship of God, in the ancient world and in the 
Church today. Offering it to Jesus points out His divine 
nature, and so it symbolizes prayer. Our Lenten rule needs 
to include prayer and worship. Of course, we are bound to 
worship at Sunday Mass year-round. Maybe during Lent, 
we might add a weekday Mass. Perhaps we can increase the 
time we devote to private prayer at home or at adoration. 
Devotional reading from the Bible or another appropriate 
book can be added. In addition, don’t forget the possibility 
of adding family devotions during Lent, so that the whole 
family prays together.

When we offer our gold to Christ to build His Church and 
to help His poor, we are engaged in almsgiving. While giving 

from the treasure God has entrusted to us is a duty throughout 
the whole year, maybe this Lent we can practice being a little 
more generous than usual. If our giving is a thankful response 
to the gift of eternal life that God has given us, we will find 
that the giving is indeed a means of grace.

For centuries, myrrh has been associated with fasting. 
Although myrrh comes from the same family of plants as 
frankincense, it has a more pungent scent and bitter taste. 
In the ancient world, it was regularly used in embalming. 
Generations of theological writers have seen the gift of 
myrrh as a foreshadowing of Christ’s sufferings. And fasting 
strengthens us in holiness and prepares us to come into God’s 
presence after our own deaths. St. Thomas Aquinas himself 
linked myrrh with repentance and fasting when he wrote that 
myrrh represents the penance by which we preserve our souls 
from the corruption of sin.

Fasting may be the most difficult of the three notable 
duties for modern Americans. After all, most of the 
advertising and many of the magazine articles we see are 
devoted to making us more, not less, comfortable. We usually 
think of fasting only under the heading of dieting to lose 
weight. Instead, try to think of fasting as a way to become 
more spiritually fit. Body and spirit affect each other. The 
whole sacramental system is built on the truth that we can 
receive spiritual grace through material things and physical 
actions. Our specific requirements of fasting are limited — 
abstaining from meat on Fridays during Lent, and a reduction 
in the quantity of food we eat on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday. But discipline of our physical bodies for our spiritual 
well-being does not have to be limited to Lent!  

Gold, frankincense and myrrh were indeed valuable gifts 
for the wise men to present to the Child Jesus. When we look 
at their symbolism, we can see their relationship to the three 
notable duties of almsgiving, prayer and fasting. What gifts 
are we going to offer to Jesus this Lent?
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All Saints Youth Prepare to Receive

 the Sacrament of confirmation
Sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit

“Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit,” are the 
words the celebrant says at Confirmation while 

signing the confirmand’s head with chrism, an oil also used at 
Baptism. This is one of three Sacraments of Initiation — as the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us, these Sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist “lay the foundations of 
every Christian life” (1212).

This April, 75 eighth-graders and high school students — 
comprised of students from All Saints Catholic School and 
our Faith Formation program — will receive the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. Without a doubt, this is always a very special 
Mass here at All Saints!

Confirmation is a two-year process throughout our diocese. 
Our youth here at All Saints follow the Purpose program 
through Lifeteen. 

“The program challenges the teens to focus on why they 
should believe in God, why they should trust Jesus and why 
they should belong to the Church, throughout the course of their 
preparation,” says Chelsea Colomb, our High School Youth 
Ministry and Confirmation Program Coordinator. 

Chelsea is excited to see the students be sealed with the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. Despite the challenges presented by ongoing 
COVID-19 restrictions, the students and teachers have been able 
to continue with the Confirmation programming — there has 
been an online Zoom videoconferencing option, as well as in-
person classes for students. 

The virtual group meets on Zoom on Sunday afternoons. In 
addition to using Zoom for the video portion of their meeting, 
they utilize a program called Nearpod, which allows more 
interaction between the students and teachers, giving students the 
opportunity to share anonymous answers. 

The group that meets in-person begins with a large group 
session. Then, students break into smaller groups to discuss the 
lesson and other questions. 

“These sessions are led by adult volunteers who 

are passionate about helping young people prepare for 
Confirmation,” Chelsea says. 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, It has been important 
to ensure that students are prepared for this important sacrament. 
There will be multiple Confirmation Masses so that families may 
attend while social distancing guidelines can also be followed. 

As part of their Confirmation preparation, students choose 
a sponsor — someone whose faith they want to emulate — and 
a patron saint. Chelsea says having both helps the youth realize 
they are not alone in their faith journey. 

“The saint is a model of faith as virtuous people who 
struggled but were able to overcome challenges in their lives,” 
she says. 

Overall, Chelsea prays the youth will grow in faith through 
this process, so they are ready to be sealed with the gift of the 
Holy Spirit at Confirmation. 

“We strive to help them develop a greater sense of 
belonging to the Church in a community here at All Saints, 
and to enliven a deep desire to go out to share their faith and 
make disciples,” she says. 

If you would like more information on 
registering youth for Faith Formation or 

Youth Ministry, please visit 
allsaintsdallas.org.
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The State of All Saints Catholic School
By Shana Druffner, PrinciPal

The state of All Saints Catholic School is strong. As St. 
John Paul II told the American bishops more than two 

decades ago, “The greatest challenge to Catholic education 
today, and the greatest contribution that authentically 
Catholic education can make to American culture, is to 
restore to the culture the conviction that human beings can 
grasp the truth of things, and, in grasping that truth, can know 
their duties to God, to themselves and to their neighbors... 
The contemporary world urgently needs the service of 
educational institutions that uphold and teach that ‘truth is 
that fundamental value without which freedom, justice, and 
human dignity are extinguished.’” 

At ASCS we are committed to an authentic Catholic 
education. Founded on our four pillars of excellence (faith, 
academics, service, and character), we are committed to forming 
saints and scholars who know Truth and who are committed to 
becoming the person that God intended them to be. 

“In a Catholic school, faith cannot be added on; it must 
be woven through.” We cannot do what we do without the 
strong partnership we have between our parents, our students, 
and our teachers. Great teachers make great schools. We have 
highly qualified, veteran teachers, experts in their fields who 
are committed to the mission and vision of ASCS and Catholic 
education. Our incredible teachers have answered the call to be 
a teacher in a Catholic school, to be a minister of the Gospel, to 
follow Christ — the Teacher in a Catholic school.  

We are living in unprecedented times. Education has 
forever been transformed. ASCS led the diocese with its 
plan to safely reopen our campus in the fall. Through the 
collaboration of faculty, staff, students and parents following 
our COVID-19 protocols, we have offered in-person 
instruction since Aug. 12, 2020. We have had a handful of 
COVID-19 cases and no in-community transmission of the 
virus. We have also provided remote learning for 8.5 percent 
of our students. Our teachers, utilizing state-of-the-art 

technology, effectively educate both our in-person and remote 
students throughout the pandemic. 

The following are highlights of our 2020-21 school year 
thus far: 

 
 FAITH 

• Daily Gospel reading before religion class 
• Weekly Friday in-person Masses in chapel streamed 

to the community 
• Thursday prayer services for PreK-first in chapel led 

by Deacon Ken 
• Monthly Mass in Spanish 
• Monthly adoration 
• Apologetics for seventh/eighth grade led by our 

ASCC Youth Ministers 
• First Reconciliation and First Communion at ASCS 
• Outdoor living Rosary  
• Patron Saint parties for all grade levels 
• Saint trivia on morning announcements 

  
 ACADEMICS  

• Year 2 of the new Diocesan Curriculum 
• Professional development on the Gradual Release of 

Responsibility teaching model 
• Outstanding results on ITBS and CogAT fall 

standardized testing 
• All grade levels experienced one year or more of 

growth in Math and ELAR despite the state and 
nationwide decline in scores 

• 8th Grade National Percentile Rank (NPR) 84 
Reading and 80 for Math 

• New geometry class for select eighth-grade students 
• New advanced math class for select third-grade students 
• Regional finals of the CoderZ Coding Competition 

continued on page 5
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The State of All Saints Catholic School  continued from page 4

ACADEMICS  (continued) 
• Co-curricular offerings in:  

Band, Orchestra, Art, Music Appreciation 
• Mandarin and Spanish 
• Technology (Coding, Robotics, Graphic Design)  

  
 CHARACTER 

• Virtues in Practice program by the Nashville 
Dominicans - Year 3 - Year of Charity 

• Ambassador Program for sixth-eighth grade 
• Fall and Spring Student Orientation 
• Virtue Based Discipline 
• Monthly video skits by our Student Council 

highlighting the Virtue of the Month 
• Catholic Pro-life Committee Speaker Series to 

students in sixth-eighth grade 
• Catholic Schools Week focus on cultural diversity 
 

SERVICE 
•  Blue and White Days raised money for the following 

organizations: 
Carmelite Nuns 
Catholic Charities 
BirthChoice 
Catholic Pro-life Committee 
Feed My Starving Children 
Austin Street Shelter 

• Christmas for Everyone 
Toiletries, Food, Blankets, Clothing for Vision Food Share 

• Catholic Schools Week 
Food Drive for Catholic Charities 

 
FACILITIES 

• Nurse clinic remodel 
• New Reception Area/Well-waiting area 
• Remodel of faculty workroom/kitchen 
• School branding of Church gym facilities 
• New HVAC units Phase II to be installed (March 2021) 
• Wrought iron fencing and monument sign for the 

property adjacent to Coit (Spring 2021) 

  
 According to documents from the USCCB, Catholic schools 
afford the fullest and best opportunity to realize the fourfold 
purpose of Christian education, namely to provide an atmosphere 
in which the Gospel message is proclaimed, community in Christ 
is experienced, service to our sisters and brothers is the norm, and 
thanksgiving and worship of our God is cultivated.

Given our program’s high demand, we currently have limited 
availability for the 2021-22 school year. Please contact Mrs. 
Viviana Stanford, our Director of Admissions, if you are interested 
in becoming part of the ASCS family and forming the next 
generation of saints and scholars.    

On behalf of the faculty, staff and students of All Saints 
Catholic School, thank you for your generous support of our 
beautiful school. Please continue to keep us in your prayers. You 
are in ours. 
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Lent and Holy Week ScheduleLent and Holy Week Schedule

From the Catechism

What is Almsgiving?

“Giving alms to the poor is a witness to fraternal 
charity: it is also a work of justice pleasing to 

God” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2462).
During the seasons of Advent and Lent, it is not 

uncommon to hear about fasting, prayer and almsgiving. 
Most of us are familiar with at least two of the three 
penitential practices — prayer and fasting. We engage in 
prayer each day, while fasting becomes a regular part of 
our Lenten routines. 

But what is almsgiving? 
It is simply giving to those less fortunate than 

ourselves. This can be through donations of canned goods 
to the local food pantry, spare change to the Salvation 
Army during the Christmas season, or even through 
person-to-person contact with the poor.

This Lent, if your family has not regularly engaged 
in almsgiving, consider making a change. Search for 

opportunities to serve the poor and vulnerable, making 
their lives easier — even if in a small way. 

Things to do with your family:

- Place a coffee can in a prominent place in your home, 
and commit to filling it with loose change throughout 
the week. Then, donate the money to a local charity.

- The next time you shop for groceries, buy a few extra 
canned goods and donate them to a food pantry or 
food bank.

- Research a charity that works with the poor, and 
make a commitment to regularly give to that 
organization. 

- Resolve to never judge those who are less fortunate, 
and teach your children the same.

Fridays during Lent  
5:30 p.m. Lenten Dinner — Fellowship Hall
7 p.m. Stations of the Cross — in the church

Tuesday, March 16  
7 p.m. PARISH MISSION — in the church
Tuesday, March 23   
7 p.m. PARISH MISSION — in the church

Wednesday, March 24  
7 p.m. Diocesan-wide Reconciliation
(no Reconciliation March 25)
Wednesday, March 31  
7 p.m. Diocesan-wide Reconciliation
(no Reconciliation April 1)

Thursday, April 1 — HOLY THURSDAY SCHEDULE
9 a.m.   Morning Prayer
7 p.m.   Mass of the Lord’s Supper
8:30 p.m. Adoration and Readings    

Friday, April 2 — GOOD FRIDAY SCHEDULE
9 a.m.  Morning Prayer
3 p.m.  Solemn Stations of the Cross
7 p.m.  Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord

Saturday, April 3 — HOLY SATURDAY SCHEDULE
9 a.m.  Morning Prayer
8:30 p.m.* Easter Vigil (* time approximate pending  
	 	 	 Diocesan	verification)

Sunday, April 4 — EASTER SUNDAY Mass Schedule
7:30 a.m.  Mass in the Church with Cantor
9 a.m.   Mass in the Church with Choir
9:30 a.m.  Children’s Liturgy in the Gym and 
   Fellowship Hall with Teen Mass Band 
11 a.m.   Mass in the Church with Choir
11:30 a.m.  Mass in the Gym and Fellowship Hall with  
   Teen Mass Band
Reservations are required for all Triduum and Easter Sunday 
liturgies. Please visit https://www.allsaintsdallas.org/tickets
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There is Someone waiting to see you, Who would love to have you spend an hour 
talking, reflecting or praying. Your visit will leave you feeling restored, at peace, and 

embraced by the love that comes from Our Lord Jesus Christ.
You are invited to take part in Eucharistic Adoration that now is held from 9:30 

a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday in the All Saints Chapel. The pandemic 
restrictions have changed the hours for adoration, and have temporarily halted the all-
night adoration on First Fridays that was coordinated by the Knights of Columbus.

John and Mary Fina coordinate the Eucharistic Adoration Ministry that 
welcomes us to spend time with the Blessed Sacrament displayed in the monstrance 
in the chapel. They are assisted by Jim and Sharon DeSmet. There currently are 110 
parishioners who are regular participants in Eucharistic Adoration.

“When people come to Eucharistic Adoration, they mostly read the Bible, or say the 
Rosary or Divine Chaplet,” John says. “All we ask is someone commit to one hour a week. Jesus is 
truly present in the Eucharist, and He is the same Jesus you are receiving in Communion. The tabernacle doors are open and 
He is in the monstrance for Eucharistic Adoration. You can come and spend time with Him.” 

John particularly invites the younger members of our parish to spend some time in Eucharistic Adoration. The benefits 
and graces one receives in spending time with Christ are there for everyone.

“There would be a lot of times I’m so upset with the world and frustrated, and then I go to the Chapel, afterward, I feel 
relief and blessings,” John says. “It’s a peaceful thing knowing you spent time with Jesus. Come, and adore Jesus and spend 
time with Him, and not just at Mass on Sunday.”

The season of Lent is the perfect time to commit to spending time with Christ in Eucharistic Adoration. 
“It’s for God,” John says. “God comes first. Just come in for 10 to 15 minutes, and stop and say ‘hello’ to Jesus and go 

from there. A lot of people find that they can take one hour a week. It’s a good thing for Lent to commit the time. It would be 
fantastic to do that.”

He Is Waiting to Spend Time With You

Eucharistic 
Adoration:

If you would like to sign up for Eucharistic Adoration, please log on to the
 parish website at www.allsaintsdallas.org. Click on “Resources,” and you will

 be directed to “Eucharistic Adoration.” From there, click on the “sign up” 
button. All that is requested is a commitment to at least one hour.
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Joseph’s March 19 feast day is “Husband of Mary.” Pope Pius XII later 
declared May 1 to be the feast of St. Joseph the Worker to counteract the 
Communist May Day holiday.

As Catholics pray and reflect on the life of St. Joseph this year, they 
also have opportunities to gain a plenary indulgence or remission of all 
temporal punishment due to sin. An indulgence can be applied to oneself 
or to a soul in purgatory. An indulgence requires a specific act, defined by 
the Church, as well as sacramental confession, Eucharistic Communion, 
prayer for the pope’s intentions, and full detachment from sin.

At All Saints, we have a number of opportunities to reflect on, learn 
more about and celebrate St. Joseph. On our social media channels, we are in 
the midst of a 30-day Consecration to St. Joseph which will end on the Feast 
of St. Joseph, on the 19th of March. Also, on social media, a new reflection 
in the continuing series “The Year of St. Joseph: Reflections on St. Joseph 
at All Saints” based on the Apostolic Letter of Pope Francis, Patris Corde, 
will premiere on the eighth day of every month. On March 20, we will have 
our Third Annual St. Joseph Table parish celebration in the Fellowship Hall 
and the Gym. There will be great food, live music and a tremendous dessert 
table. Also, the Night at the Library program on March 21 will feature a 
discussion on St. Joseph: the man, the husband, the father, the saint.

As we devote 2021 to St. Joseph’s honor, we will undoubtedly unlock 
many special graces — not only for our parish, 
but for each of the faithful who increase their 
devotion to him during this special year. There 
is no greater model than St. Joseph from 
whom we can learn how to live virtuously in 
imitation of Jesus and Mary.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Alfonse Nazzaro
Pastoral Administrator

A Month and Year 
to Honor St. Joseph
continued from front cover

To read more about Pope Francis’ declaration on the Church 
granting plenary indulgences for the Year of St. Joseph,

 visit www.bit.ly/StJoseph2021

Pope Francis’ Prayer to St. Joseph
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  

To you God entrusted His only Son; in you Mary placed her trust;  
with you Christ became man. Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a 
father and guide us in the path of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy, and 

courage, and defend us from every evil. Amen.


