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A Stewardship Parish

F r. Jovita Okoli has served the community 
of All Saints for the past four years as 

Parochial Vicar, but a few weeks ago, he 
received a call from Bishop Burns assigning 
him as Pastoral Administrator of our parish. 
When Fr. Jovita heard of his new role, he was 
surprised. 

“The first thing that came to mind was, 
‘Why me?’” he says. But he also knows that 
he is ready for this new role, along with the 
challenges.  

“I am the kind of person who likes to face 
challenges — especially when it has to do with 
my priestly ministry,” he says. 

Fr. Jovita sees his biggest challenge in 
running the church and school since he will 
need to know what is happening in two places at once. While the challenges came 
to mind first, he is also ready to test his abilities.   

Having been All Saints Parochial Vicar for four years, he knows the parish very 
well. 

“So, there will be no big surprise – just Fr. Jovita as Fr. Jovita is,” he says with 
a laugh. 

All Saints has a strong foundation that Fr. Jovita wants to build upon. He 
strongly believes that every parish should reflect the values of the family. 

“My vision for All Saints is, how do I, or how do all of us — it’s not just going 
to be Fr. Jovita, but everyone in this parish — build this parish into a real family of 
God with family values and know that this is our home?” he says.
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Welcome Fr. Garrett Bockman 
to Our Parish

Fr. Garrett Bockman comes to 
All Saints with an incredible 

education and amazing experiences. 
Growing up, his family lived in several 
countries throughout the world while 
his mother served in the United States 
Air Force, moving to Japan, England, 
and Russia. Having just been ordained 
as a priest in May of 2020, he has 
learned a lot from his year at San Juan 
Diego in Dallas. 

“I have seen how eagerly God’s 
faithful approach the priest for a blessing,” 
he says. “This has helped me concretely 
see and believe the blessing God desires 
to give His people through Holy Orders. 
On the other hand, I have seen how little 
I am capable of doing on my own. This 
has helped me rely more on God, through 
whom I can serve His Church.” 

Following this inspiring first year of 
service as a priest, Fr. Garrett is excited to 
be serving the All Saints parishioners in 
all their various needs. 

This is not Fr. Garrett’s first time 
serving at All Saints. During his time in 
seminary at the Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C., this was his 
“home away from home.”

Fr. Tony Lackland was pastor at the 
time and one of Fr. Garrett’s favorite 
memories from this time was serving at 
Mass and seeing the joyful faces of the 
children. He felt “greatly blessed to be 
warmly welcomed into the Parish family.”

Before entering the seminary, Fr. 
Garrett received a Bachelor of Science 
in Mechanical Engineering and Physics 
in 2013 from Southern Methodist 
University (SMU), in Dallas, Texas. 
During his last year at SMU, Fr. Garrett 
discerned a vocation to enter seminary, 
and applied to the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Dallas. While in formation 
at Holy Trinity Seminary, he studied 
philosophy at the University of Dallas 
in Irving. He then studied theology at 
the Catholic University of America, 
receiving a Bachelor of Sacred Theology 
in 2019. During this past year, he has 
been finishing coursework for a Licentiate 
of Sacred Theology in Moral Theology/
Ethics at the Catholic University of 
America. He is currently finishing his 
thesis and studying for exams. Fr. Garrett 
looks forward to assisting Fr. Jovita Okoli 
and Fr. Paul Nguyen in the building up of 
the Body of Christ at All Saints Parish.

Seminarian Garrett Bockman assisting 
as a Minister of Holy Communion at the 

2013 Christmas Liturgy at All Saints

Fr. Garrett Bockman

“I have seen how eagerly God’s faithful approach the 
priest for a blessing. This has helped me concretely 
see and believe the blessing God desires to give His 
people through Holy Orders. On the other hand, I 
have seen how little I am capable of doing on my 
own. This has helped me rely more on God, through 
whom I can serve His Church.” — FR. GARRETT BOCKMAN
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WHAT DOES 

“Red, White, and Blue” 
MEAN TO YOU?

Although our nation’s real independence began 
at the end of the Revolutionary War on Sept. 3, 

1783, President John Adams originally thought that the 
anniversary would be marked on July 2, the day in 1776 
when the Second Continental Congress voted to approve a 
resolution of independence from Great Britain. Ultimately, 
Americans chose to commemorate the birthday of the 
United States on July 4, the day on which the Declaration 
of Independence was adopted and approved.

What does this mean for us as Roman Catholics? 
The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us, “The 
love and service of one’s country follow from the duty of 
gratitude and belong to the order of charity” (2239).

As a parish community, we are called by God to respond 
to this duty to the best of our ability. So, where do we start?

The Second Vatican Council document, Apostolicam 
Actuositatem, states that “In their patriotism and in their 
fidelity to their civic duties, Catholics will feel themselves 
bound to promote the true common good: they will make 
the weight of their convictions so influential that, as a 
result, civil authority will be justly exercised and laws will 
accord with moral precepts and the common good” (14).

By living our lay vocation and permeating the secular 
world with Catholic values, we genuinely honor God and 
neighbor. As “lamps shining before men,” we need to let 
our moral convictions – no matter the courage it may take 
– shine forth to be a guiding light for the world, often left 
vulnerable in the darkness. 

Our commitment to a rightly ordered Catholic patriotism 
begins with our commitment to the formation of our 
Christian conscience. We must enrich ourselves with the 
Church’s teachings on the value of human life, the sacred 
institution of family, Catholic social and moral teachings, 
Catholic civil duties, and anything that further pertains to the 
living out of our Catholic faith in our nation today. 

Once we have done this, we will be able to act upon it. As 
St. Teresa of Calcutta once said, “Today, more than ever, we 
need to pray for the light to know the will of God, for the love 
to accept the will of God, for the way to do the will of God.”

This year, let us give our hearts to carrying out this 
mission of an authentic Catholic patriotism under God. 
Our nation was founded under God. Let us not allow this 
precious heritage, this source of true life and liberty, to be 
lost. Its preservation relies on each one of us.
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Diversity within a parish deeply enriches a faith 
community and reflects the universality of our Church. 

“Our Catholic faith is so big, and people from all walks 
of life identify as being Catholic,” says Ogechi Agada. 
“Everyone is a child of God even though they come from 
different backgrounds, and All Saints has the potential to be 
such a diverse community where everyone is welcome.”

The All Saints African Community is a ministry that 
seeks to engage the Catholic African community in professing 
and celebrating their faith in our Lord and in participating in 
the life of the parish.

“Our ministry aims to recharge our African Catholic 
community through drawing on our vibrant cultures,” says 
Antonin Farhi. “We want to bring that familiarity to what 
people are used to back home to the community atmosphere 
at All Saints.” 

The ministry began in 2019 with three ministry leaders 
— Ogechi, Antonin, and Paul Kamanda — and the plan of 
having regular meetings and social events like going to the 
movies or bowling or playing tennis. Many members of the 

community gathered for a picnic in September 2019 and 
recently went to the movies together. 

At the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the ministry 
increased communication through WhatsApp and switched to 
meeting through the Zoom platform, even saying the Rosary 
together through Zoom. 

“Before COVID hit, the community was very vibrant,” Paul 
says. “We communicate regularly through WhatsApp, and that’s 
one way we were checking in on each other during COVID and 
keeping this African community alive. Now we’re optimistic that 
we’re going to start meeting in-person again soon.”

Ministry members are currently speaking with the parish 
office about dates and available space. They also plan on 
being involved in Fall Fest together.

“Our twice-monthly meetings are really about forming 
community, talking to each other, sharing a meal, and praying 
together,” Ogechi says. “They’re about enriching our faith 
and keeping everyone connected to the faith. We want to 
build a platform where everyone can voice what makes them 
feel comfortable.”

BUILDING CONNECTIONS       AND ENRICHING THE FAITH

Our first Young Adult Christmas secret Santa gift 
exchange night, Dec. 2019

Meet the All Saints    African Community

Our first picnic, Campbell Green Park, Sept. 2019
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BUILDING CONNECTIONS       AND ENRICHING THE FAITH

For more info on the All Saints African Community, contact one of the ministry leaders:
Paul Kamanda at 214-306-3025 or paulkamanda82@yahoo.com; Antonin Farhi at 316-300-3226 

or acifa@live.com; or Ogechi Agada at ogechiagada@yahoo.com or 832-790-9052.

Meet the All Saints    African Community
The ministry also encourages members of the African 

community to give back to the parish by joining other 
ministries. At one meeting, they discussed completing Safe 
Environment training.

“We are trying to help our members get to know the 
other ministries,” says Antonin, who is also an Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion with Paul. “We want to 
encourage them to contribute to all aspects of parish life 
through investing their time, talent, and treasure in the 
community of All Saints here in Dallas.”

Anyone is welcome to join the African Community, 
according to ministry leaders, if they are also committed and 
willing to contribute to the ministry mission and goals, and 
the goals of the parish. 

“I think this ministry will help integrate the African 
Catholic immigrants into the parish and encourage them not 
to lose their identity and cultural expression,” Paul says. “It 
will also show Catholic viewpoints and cultural experiences 
from outside the United States, bringing representation from 
Catholics around the world to the parish.” 

Our first Young Adult event, at Bowlmor Dallas 
in Addison in Aug. 2019

“I think this ministry will help integrate the African Catholic 
immigrants into the parish and encourage them not to lose 

their identity and cultural expression. It will also show 
Catholic viewpoints and cultural experiences from outside 
the United States, bringing representation from Catholics 

around the world to the parish.” — PAUL KAMANDA
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THE TRAITS 
OF THE 

CHRISTIAN STEWARD
Each day, we strive to live stewardship in our lives, recognizing our roles as “God’s co-workers” in His creative, 

redemptive and sanctifying work. But in our quest to live as disciples of Christ, many obstacles often arise.
One of the most prevalent roadblocks in living stewardship is understanding the traits that make up a good Christian 

steward. Surely, it would be much more convenient if we had some sort of “stewardship list” that could lay out the necessary 
steps to becoming a good steward. Unfortunately, it more often feels like living stewardship is a lifelong journey that we will 
never fully comprehend.

Fortunately, the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ pastoral letter on stewardship, Stewardship: A 
Disciple’s Response, gives some insight into the characteristics that make up a good Christian steward. 

The Christian steward should display some of the following traits:

INSIGHT — Before the disciples could live 
what we know as the stewardship way of life, 
they needed a flash of insight, or a certain way of 
viewing the world and their relationship to it in 
a fresh light. This “divine grandeur,” more than 
anything else, is often what sets people on the 
path to Christian stewardship (Stewardship: A 
Disciple’s Response, 39).

CONSCIENTIOUSNESS — Stewards are fully 
conscious of their accountability in sharing of 
their time, talent and treasure. As caretakers of 
the gifts that God has given them, they have the 
opportunity and responsibility to use them to their 
fullest potential to spread God’s Kingdom on 
Earth (40).

GENEROSITY — Christian stewards are 
generous out of love as well as duty. They should 
display a desire to share with and care for others 
based on the sacramental graces they have 
received. And they are also cognizant of the many 
warnings that the New Testament presents to those 
who fail in charity and authentic love (40).

JOY — Christian stewards are often presented with 
difficult obstacles, but they should remain joyful in the 
face of challenges to their lives of stewardship. Like 
Paul, the good steward is able to say, “I am filled with 
encouragement, I am overflowing with joy all the more 
because of all our affliction” (2 Cor. 7:4). Only by 
serving with a joyful spirit will stewards fully reap the 
rewards of their service, both in this life and the next.

Indeed, living as a Christian steward is a lifelong journey with many ups and downs along the way. But if we 
strive to consciously incorporate each of these characteristics into our giving of time, talent and treasure, we will 
find that the responsibilities of a good Christian steward will become much clearer with each experience of service.
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ALL SAINTS RESOURCE LIBRARY 

British writer and theologian C.S. 
Lewis once said, “You can never 

get a cup of tea large enough or a book 
long enough to suit me.”

At the All Saints Resource Library, on 
the west side of our building, you won’t 
find tea but you will find plenty of books, 
along with CDs, DVDs, magazines, 
and Blu-ray discs. You will also find the 
person behind the library, Maria Isabel 
Garcia, as well as many volunteers who 
are ready with a listening ear. 

“If someone needs to talk, that’s 
what we are here for,” Maria says. “This 
is a place that helps them grow in their 
faith and a welcoming place to come and 
talk about anything.”

Maria helped get the library 
started and worked as a volunteer — she’s been a part-time 
staff member since 1985 — with a background in library 
science, having worked at the library at Southern Methodist 
University until 2017. She has a bachelor’s degree in electric 
engineering and a master’s degree in library science. 

Our All Saints Resource Library started with just 200 
books donated from St. Rita Catholic Church in 1979 and has 
grown over the years to offer more than 18,000 books, Bibles, 
magazines, Blu-rays, DVDs, and CDs. There is even a special 
collection with rare items and Bibles from all over the world. 
In addition, an archive area preserves items from All Saints 
like meeting minutes and media; all of the items are tracked 
in a database at https://allsaintslibrary.follettdestiny.com. 

Thankfully for the patrons, the library was able to stay 
open during the COVID-19 pandemic, albeit with limited 

capacity. Maria even personally delivered 
items to patrons. 

This library wouldn’t be possible 
without the help of dedicated 
volunteers. The St. Jerome Circle of 
the All Saints Women’s Organization 
include 41 volunteers and library 
supporters responsible for the over 2000 
volunteer hours logged last fiscal year. 

“It’s wonderful,” Maria says. “With 
the volunteers, we are a community.” 

Last year, 13,054 items were 
circulated at the library via more 
than 1,300 patrons. The library 
offers Catholic resources, as well 
as those from many religions and 
denominations, along with self-help, 
history, biography, sociology, and 

psychology resources, to name a few. 
There are also many events held at the library each 

year, including book clubs, education events, and book 
sales. Many of the 2020 events moved to a virtual setting, 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Maria looks forward to 
welcoming more and more people back as the threat of the 
pandemic subsides. 

One of the many popular events is the Night At The 
Library program at 6:30 p.m. on the third Sunday of the 
month. Maria hopes to return to an in-person program soon. 

For Maria, all of these years serving at the library 
have helped her grow in her faith. She’s thankful for the 
opportunity to help others grow in faith, too. 

“I am so thankful I have this venue to share my faith, 
grow in faith and keep on learning,” she says.

A Valuable Place to Explore, Learn and Share 

The library is open from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. It’s also open 
Sundays from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., and 4:30 to 7 p.m. Please contact Maria Isabel Garcia at 972-778-0327 

or library@allsaintsdallas.org if you would like to volunteer or learn more about the library. 

 A father visits the library to read to 
his daughter. 
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Mass Schedule 

Weekday Liturgy:  Monday – Friday, 6:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. | Saturday, 9:00 a.m.
Weekend Liturgy: Saturday, 5:00 p.m. | Sunday, 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m. | Teen Mass, 5:00 p.m.
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All Saints is not the first parish family Fr. 
Jovita has guided. He served as a pastor at a parish 
in his native Nigeria and later in Detroit, MI. In 
his new role here at All Saints, he wants to bring a 
celebratory feel to the liturgy as he had in Nigeria. 

“Life is always a celebration,” he says with 
joy. “And the best place to celebrate life is during 
the celebration of the Holy Eucharist!” 

Fr. Jovita will have experienced this joyful 
celebration during the Holy Eucharist for nearly 
25 years. His jubilee celebration will be on Sept. 
24. He asks the parishioners to keep him, Fr. Paul, 
and Fr. Garrett in their prayers. And to know that 
they are praying for the parish so, as Fr. Jovita 
says, “in everything we do, God will be glorified, 
and the salvation of mankind will be achieved.”

Fr. Jovita Okoli  continued from front cover

SAFE ENVIRONMENT TIPS
Continuing Protocols and Training Updates

Our bishop has emphasized that 
Safe Environment protocols 

must continue, especially during these 
unusual times. All liturgical volunteers, 
volunteers who work with minors or 
vulnerable adults, and all parish ministry leaders must update their training annually. 

You can update your training by taking an online class using the following link: https://dallas.setanet.org/obligations.php. 
We are again offering in-person training options using the following schedule — July 9, Aug. 13 and Sept. 10 in the  

St. Theresa Room from 9:45 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.
Those who have not completed Safe Environment protocols in the past should come to one of the in-person training 

options to start the process. Additional information about becoming Safe Environment cleared can be found on our website 
at www.allsaintsdallas.org/safe. If you have any questions or need help navigating through the process, please contact 
Elizabeth Horsley at 972-778-0311 or ehorsley@allsaintsdallas.org.


