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Help! Mercy Ministry Needs Volunteers! What kinds?
Interviewers for people seeking food and financial assistance.
Computer data input. Food pantry helpers. Must take food
handler’s certificate program. Program helpers; Thanksgiving,
Christmas, Pro-Life Month and more. Training and instructions
will be provided! Call Ana Garza-lbarra at 281-571-4111 or















FIRST READING
Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your light
has come,
the glory of the Lord shines upon you.
(Is 60:1)

i

PSALM

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.

(Ps 72)

——

SECOND READING
It was not made known to people in
other generations
as it has now been revealed
to his holy apostles and prophets by
the Spirit:
that the Gentiles are coheirs, members
of the same body,
and copartners in the promise in Christ
Jesus through the gospel. (Eph 3:5-6)

+

GOSPEL
“Where is the newborn king of the Jews?
We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.”
(Mt 2:2)
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001,

1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm

Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

In his Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis references a
thought from Pope Benedict XVI: “Being a Christian is not the result of an ethical
choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a
new horizon and a decisive direction.” Today we celebrate an encounter with the
Person of Jesus Christ! This simple but holy event in time dramatically changes
human life, pointing it toward a new horizon and giving it a decisive direction. This
is @ message and truth that is not meant to be shared with only a select few who
qualify but with the entire world. Pope Francis continues saying, “Thanks solely

to this encounter or renewed encounter with God's love, which blossoms into an
enriching friendship, we are liberated from our narrowness and self-absorption. We
become fully human when we become more than human, when we let God bring
us beyond ourselves in order to attain the fullest truth of our being."

Look around at people. Where is life heading for them? What gives them direction?
Even we who are people of faith can get distracted and lose our focus. God, in all of
His fullness, is revealed in Jesus Christ and we can encounter Him! God is tangible,
real, vulnerable, poor, and full of wonders, surprises, and opportunities. For those
who are struggling and lost, today is a day of great joy. All they have to do is reach
out and touch the truth of Christ. This presence is revealed in the poor, exploited,
and vulnerable ones who cry out for compassion and love. But it is also found in
the faithful ones who see in the Epiphany of God a liberation from structures and
systems that hurt us, a narrowness of mind and heart that constricts us, and an
absorption in our self-agenda that prevents us from seeing anything other than
ourselves as important.

We have been given the charge of preaching this Good News. If only we could find a
way to be more effective, it might stand a chance of doing what God intended it to
do. There is always tomorrow and our memory of that bright new light that shone
so brilliantly that Bethlehem night pointing us to truth and reminding us

that we are loved.
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DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION OF UNBORN CHILDREN
DiA DE ORACION POR LA PROTECCION LEGAL DE LOS NINOS NO NACIDOS

DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE LEGAL PROTECTION OF UNBORN
CHILDREN
January 21-22, 2022
Mary Chapel

On January 22, 1973, the Supreme Court legalized abortion
throughout the United States in it's companion decisions Roe
v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. Since that time, millions of chil-
dren have lost their lives, and millions of women and families
have been wounded by abortion.

In all the Dioceses of the United States of America, January 22
is observed as a particular day of prayer for the full restora-
tion of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of penance
for violations to the dignity of the human person committed
through acts of abortion.
We observe this day with a prayer service, adoration, mass,
and a pro-life rosary.

Friday January 21 - 7-8 pm Prayer Service Saturday, Janu-
ary 22 - 9 am Mass, 10 am Rosary

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - Friday, January 21, 8
pm — Saturday, January 22, 4 pm
Sign up for Adoration at www.pophouston.org/pro-life

DiA DE ORACION POR LA PROTECCION LEGAL DE LOS NI-
NOS NO NACIDOS
ENERO 21-22, 2022
Mary Chapel

EL 22 de enero de 1973, la Corte Suprema legalizé el abor-
to en todos los Estados Unidos en sus decisiones comple-
mentarias Roe contra Wade y Doe contra Bolton. Desde
entonces, millones de nifios han perdido la vida y millones
de mujeres y familias han sido heridas por el aborto.

En todas las Didcesis de los Estados Unidos de América,
enero 22 se observa como un Dia de Oracién particular por
la plena restauracion de la garantia legal del derecho a la
vida y de penitencia por violaciones a la dignidad del ser
humano cometidas a través del aborto.
Observamos este dia con un servicio de oracidén, adora-
cién, Misa y un rosario pro-vida.

Viernes, enero 21, 7-8pm Servicio de oracion  Sabado,
enero 22 - 9 am Misa, 10 am Rosario

Adoracion del Santisimo Sacramento — viernes, enero 21,
8pm a Sabado, enero 22, 4pm
Registracion para Adoracion al
www.pophouston.org/pro-life




