THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star
at its rising and have come to do him homage.” - Mt 2:2

DIA DE LA EPIFANIA DEL SENOR

“.Donde esta el rey de los judios que acaba de nacer?
Porque vimos surgir su estrella y hemos venido a
adorarlo”. - Mt 2, 2
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mgonzales@saintpaulsa.org
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St. Paul Catholic Church
Facebook.com/stpaulsa

St. Paul Community
Center

Facebook.com/saintpaulcc

St. Paul Catholic School

E Your donations

make our
ministries
possible.
Thank you
for your
generosity.

SAN ANTONIO, TX

Office Hours: Monday - Friday | 8:30am-5:00pm

Sacrament of Matrimony
Please contact the Pastoral Team a
minimum of six months prior to the
proposed date.

Sacrament of Baptism

Please call the church office for
information. Preparation classes are
required for parents and godparents.

Facebook.com/stpaulroyals

Wednesday, January 11, 2023

2-3:30 pm

St. Paul Community Center

St. Paul Catholic Church

1201 Donaldson



PRAYER/WORSHIP AND STEWARDSHIP

OF THE LORD

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday, Jan. 7

5:30 p.m. 1 Gabriel Rene Garza
Sunday, Jan. 8
8:00 a.m. 1 Victoria G. Pacheco
9:45 a.m. Sp For the People of the Parish
11:30 a.m. Liv & Dec Martinez-Garza Fam & Friends
5:30 p.m. For the People of the Parish
Monday, Jan. 9
8:00 a.m. For the People of the Parish
12:00 p.m. For the People of the Parish
Tuesday, Jan. 10
8:00 a.m. 1 All Souls Novena #8
12:00 p.m. For the People of the Parish
Wednesday, Jan. 11
8:00 a.m. For the People of the Parish
12:00 p.m. For the People of the Parish
Thursday, Jan. 12
8:00 a.m. For the People of the Parish
12:00 p.m. For the People of the Parish
Friday, Jan. 13
8:00 a.m. For the People of the Parish
12:00 p.m. For the People of the Parish
Saturday, Jan. 14
5:30 p.m. Special Intention—Fr. Prasanna Mesa
Sunday, Jan. 15
8:00 a.m. 1 Jesse Olivarri
9:45a.m. Sp St. Paul Guadalupana Society Members
11:30 a.m. Liv & Dec Martinez-Garza Fam & Friends
5:30 p.m. For the People of the Parish
1 Deceased
SANCTUARY LIGHT
Donated this week by: Mary Martinez
are

On the Occasion of her Birthday,
SUSANNE MARTINEZ

W

Observances for the week of January 8, 2023
Monday: The Baptism of the Lord

Friday: St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church

©LPi

2nd Collection Jan. 8 for Church building/maintenance fund
2nd Collection Jan. 15 for Project 2000

_________________________________________________
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 8, 2023

Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13 (see 11)/Eph
3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

Monday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-
10 (11b)/Mt 3:13-17

Tuesday: Heb 2:5-12/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9/Mk 1:21-28 or
Heb 1:1-6 and 2:5-12/Mk 1:14-20 and 1:21-28

Wednesday: Heb 2:14-18Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9//Mk 1:29-39

Thursday: Heb 3:7-14/Ps 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11/Mk 1:40-45

Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11/Ps 78:3 and 4bc, 6¢-7, 8/Mk 2:1-12

Saturday: Heb 4:12-16/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 15/Mk 2:13-17

©LPi

STEWARDSHIP FOR JANUARY 1, 2023

5:30 pm Sat. 34 1322.00 470.00 1792.00
8:00 am 29 1890.00 218.00 2108.00
9:45 am (Span) 17 623.00 192.00 815.00
11:30 am 24 1289.00 367.00 1656.00

5:30 pm = == == ==
Personal Delivery 14 1207.00 -0- 1207.00
Totals 118 $6,331.00 $1,247.00 $7,578.00

Online donations: $ 1,130.00

Project 2000: $ 324.00
Thank you for your support and generosity.

2nd Coll-Ukraine: $ 1,743.82

STEWARDSHIP FOR DECEMBER 25, 2022

5:30 pm Sat. 42 1522.00 812.90 2334.90
8:00 am 36 4074.00 409.84 4483.84
9:45 am (Span) 20 823.00 268.00 1091.00
11:30 am 12 742.00 272.00 1014.00

5:30 pm = —- —- —-
Personal Delivery 19 4183.00 -0- 4183.00
Totals 129 $11,344.00 $1,762.74 $13,106.74

Online donations: $ 2,450.00 Project 2000: $ 137.00

2nd Coll: Assumption Seminary: $ 1,355.82
Thank you for your support and generosity.

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD JANUARY 8, 2023




4  PASTOR’S CORNER

Dear Parishioners:

The journey of the wise men or magi is one
of the favorite stories of the gospel. It's a
story of the journey of life, of guidance on
the way, of delight in finding faith and God,
of the intrigue of a greedy and jealous king,
and of the good beating the bad. We like
the end of the story when the wise men
outwitted Herod.

The star started them on the journey and
then guided them to the end. Like our faith.
The star, which shone at our baptism, is the
promise of God to guide us through life.
Faith grows through the ordinary events of
life. What can seem ordinary happenings
can be extraordinary grace — the birth of a
child in your family, the first time you fall in
love, the people you meet who make a big
difference in your life, success in a job,
becoming a grandparent, an aunt, an uncle,
anything creative in your life is a gift of
grace from God. The presence of your star
may strike you when on a retreat and you
learned to pray, a time you felt in vocation
or any other way you really helped some
people, or really listening and talking with
someone and you realize you're not the
only one in life with problems.

At bad times when the star seemed dim but
people helped — bereavement, crime in the

family, addiction to drugs or drink, involved
in suicide or abuse, illness — all the small
and big awful things that darken life and
dim the star. The light of faith is bright in the
good and bad times of life. The word of God
and the help of another is the star lighting
your journey.

Each of us has our own personal star
guiding us — the star of prayer, love,
friendship, support...the star has a different
name at different times. Be grateful for your
star — and be grateful that you have been a
star for others. In the book of God, each of
us is a star.

In Peace,

Fr. Prasanna Mesa
Pastor

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
Faith and Fear

When | was little, you could tell | believed in the
destructive power of the monsters who lived beneath my
bed because | would never let my ankles anywhere near
the bottom of the mattress. (It's common knowledge that
bare ankles are premium monster bait — ask any child
you know).

You can often tell what a person believes by what they
fear.

But here’s the thing: belief isn’t always enough. It's
obvious that Herod believed in Christ’'s power because of
how terrified he was by it and by the room he made in his
life for the possible impact of the Messiah. In fact, if belief
was the only measure of orthodoxy, you could stand most
modern Christians next to Herod and he would tower
above them.

Remember, there’s something just as bad as disobeying
God: discounting Him. | know | am guilty of that in a
thousand small ways each day. In the person | ignore or
the opinion | sneer at. In the unkind words | let roll from
my tongue. In the prayers of thanksgiving that | don’t say
because | am “too busy.”

| believe in God, but | do not fear Him — mostly because
my very modern understanding of the concept of “fear”
would lump God in with those monsters beneath my bed.
But what if we understood fear in a more traditional sense
— awe, reverence, and wonder? “All kings shall pay him
homage, all nations shall serve him.” — Psalm 72:11
When Herod heard the news of the coming of the
Messiah, it compelled him to do something. Not the right
thing, mind you, but something. It moved him into action.
So, then, it should move us all.

We saw his star at its rising, and have come to do him
homage. — Matthew 2:2

©LPi

SAN ANTONIO, TX

GOSPEL MEDITATION -

ENCOURAGE DEEPER
UNDERSTANDING OF
SCRIPTURE

The Epiphany of the Lord

A friend of mine is a young priest
who teaches high school physics at
a Catholic boys’ prep school. Like
many today, the boys often think
science and religion are enemies.
So, he delights in their raised
eyebrows when he reminds them
his first full-time job as a priest was
to be an astrophysicist. He
cataloged the size, shape, and
matter of distant stars. He tells

them, “Science gave me more love

for God, not less.”

The Magi were something like
scientist-astronomers. Like today’'s
scientists, they employed
disciplined methods of discovering
dependable patterns in the world.
Their rigorous commitment to the
truth led them to the joy of
discovering Jesus. Their love for
knowledge leads them to worship
the Source of all knowledge. Luke
says of them, “They were overjoyed
at seeing the star.”

We may see the universe as cold
and empty and feel sad. But why
should we do that? The Magi, like
my priest-friend, show us there is
another way to experience the

St. Paul Catholic Church

world. We use our intelligence to
discover the beautiful patterns in
the world — in mathematics,
physics, astronomy, biology,
neuroscience, and so on — and
allow this to lead us to greater love
for God. So, my fellow Magi: the
world needs us to be overjoyed at
finding God in science and, finally
and fully, in Jesus.

— Father John Muir

©LPi




Queridos feligreses:

El viaje de los sabios 0 magos es una de
las historias favoritas del evangelio. Es una
historia del viaje de la vida, de la guia en el
camino, del deleite de encontrar la fe y
Dios, de la intriga de un rey codicioso y
celoso, y de los buenos venciendo a los
malos. Nos gusta el final de la historia
cuando los magos burlaron a Herodes.

La estrella los inicié en el viaje y luego los
guié hasta el final. como nuestra fe. La
estrella, que brill6 en nuestro bautismo, es
la promesa de Dios para guiarnos en la
vida. La fe crece a través de los
acontecimientos ordinarios de la vida. Lo
que puede parecer un acontecimiento
ordinario puede ser una gracia
extraordinaria: el nacimiento de un hijo en
tu familia, la primera vez que te enamoras,

iEL RINCON DEL PASTOR! | 5

las personas que conoces que marcan una
gran diferencia en tu vida, el éxito en un
trabajo, convertirte en abuelo, una tia, tio,
cualquier cosa creativa en tu vida es un
regalo de la gracia de Dios. La presencia
de tu estrella puede golpearte cuando en
un retiro y aprendiste a orar, un momento
en el que sentiste la vocacién o cualquier
otra forma en que realmente ayudaste a
algunas personas, o realmente escuchando
y hablando con alguien y te das cuenta de
que no eres el unico en la vida con
problemas.

En los malos momentos, cuando la estrella
parecia tenue pero la gente ayudaba:
duelo, crimen en la familia, adiccion a las
drogas o la bebida, suicidio o abuso,
enfermedad, todas las pequefias y grandes
cosas horribles que oscurecen la vida y
oscurecen la estrella. La luz de la fe brilla

en los buenos y malos momentos de la
vida. La palabra de Dios y la ayuda del
projimo es la estrella que ilumina tu camino.

Cada uno de nosotros tiene su propia
estrella personal que nos guia: la estrella
de la oracién, el amor, la amistad, el
apoyo... la estrella tiene un nombre
diferente en diferentes momentos. Sé
agradecido por tu estrella y sé agradecido
por haber sido una estrella para los demas.
En el libro de Dios, cada uno de nosotros
es una estrella.

En Paz,

Padre Prasanna Mesa
Pastor

MEDITACION DEL
EVANGELIO

ALENTAR UN
ENTENDIMIENTO

MAS PROFUNDO DE LA
ESCRITURA

Dia de la Epifania del Sefior

Existe un refran popular que
dice asi: “No hay peor sordo
que el que no quiere oir’. Y le
agregaria el que no quiere ver.
Los Magos del Oriente no se
hicieron sordos ni ciegos, sino
que, presurosos siguieron la
estrella que los guiaba a
Jesus. Preguntaron y
escucharon su historia, por
aquello de no perderse del
lugar donde se encontraba
aquel famoso recién nacido.
“¢Donde esta el rey de los
judios que acaba de nacer?
(Mateo 2,2). ;Doénde esta
Jesus en nuestros dias? ;A
quién hemos peguntado donde
encontrarlo? Quiza, se
encuentra en los corazones de
los padres de familia que han
perdido a sus hijos(as) en la
violencia, o tal vez esta ahi
donde el inmigrante sufre y
muere luchando por una vida
mejor.

La liturgia de este Domingo de
la Epifania, manifestacion de
Jesus como salvador de todos
los pueblos, nos invita a no ser
oyentes pasivos sino activos,

comprometidos a la esperanza
de una sociedad mejor. La voz
del Papa Francisco es el eco
de Dios que motiva a ver la luz
de la estrella reflejada en el
corazon de todo aquel que
desea la paz. “El dia de hoy
debemos sentir cerca a los
Magos, ellos tenian el corazén
abierto al horizonte: «Vieron la
estrella porque se habian
puesto en el camino» (San
Juan Cris6stomo). Su ejemplo
nos anima a contemplar la
estrella y a no conformarnos,
sino a dejarnos fascinar por la
bondad y la verdad. Ellos
reflejan la imagen de todos los
que no dejamos de levantar la
mirada hacia el firmamento,
poniendo en nuestro camino a
nuestro Dios, Rey del
Universo”.

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Prayens for the Sick

Petra Hernandez
Evelyn Guerrero

Baby Jonah Arismendez
Theresa Hildebrand

Maria Luisa Anguiano Patsy Anderson
Roy Kaiser Martha Klein
Kimberly Mendez Florita Calzoncit
Marissa Perez Evelyn Guerrero
Susanne Martinez Dora Lopez
Mary Cors Rose Anderson
Kim Trinidad

Can you help out?
Q? Hotel Bookings, Travel Vo
y Trip Accommodations, etc.
would be greatly appreciated!
Questions?

Call Aaron Arismendez - 210-733-7152, ext. 101 or
Linda Snyder, 210-733-7152, ext. 120

Purse Bingo - Saturday, February 11, 2023

JANUARY 8, 2023



6 CHURCH NEWS AND EVENTS

FAITH
FORMATION

Faith Formation are under way. Pre K4—
6th grades are at 10AM, in the St Paul
School Campus. Cost is $30 per child for
the year.

Eucharist, Adult/Youth RCIA, Adult
Confirmation classes are at 10am in the
St Paul School Bldg. You may register at
the Faith Formation. Please call the Faith
Formation office for more information at
210-733-7152 ext 122.

The Infant Baptisms are held on Saturday
mornings, once a month. Before a family
is assigned a date, you must register for
Baptism, (form can be found on Church
website) and include the child's birth
certificate and godparents marriage
certificate. Remember all godparents must
be married in the Catholic Church or if
single, have all their sacraments and
submit a copy of their Confirmation
certificate. Please  contact  Rosie
Arismendez at Church Offices for an
appointment to turn in documents and pay
fees. You will get a date assigned for the
infant's baptism after all documents are
received at our office.

Adult Bible Study fall classes are at 10 am
at St Paul School Bldg. All are invited to
come for fellowship and learn the
scriptures.
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ST. VINCENT de PAUL SOCIETY
Office hours: 9 am-12 noon
Monday & Thursday

Located at: 314 John Adams Dr.
210-998-2440

S.P.Y. News continued....

Tongues of Fire-Young Adult Group:
Keep the fire burning bright with your
faith by joining the Tongues of Fire
Young Adult Group They meet every
Thursday, 7:30-9:00pm at the Youth
Education Center (1201 Donaldson).

Girl Scouts meet Sundays, 1-3 pm at
the Youth Ed Center. Next meeting:
Jan. 22nd

For more information please call Michelle
Weekley, 210-733-7152, ext. 128.

SAN ANTONIO, TX

Middle School and High School Religious
Education, and High School Confirmation
Classes started September 18th, and run
through the end of April 2023. The Sophomore
classes will receive Confirmation preparation,
and will be confirmed on May 29th.. Any
Juniors or Seniors who have not been
confirmed vyet may also register for
Confirmation classes. There is also a 7"/8"
grade class and a 9" grade class available.
You can email Michelle at
mweekley@saintpaulsa.org to obtain a packet,
and they are also on the website:
www.saintpaulsa.org

RCIA for Teens Class - This program is
designed for teenagers who would like to
receive the sacraments of Baptism, Eucharist
and Confirmation. If a teen has been baptized,
but has not received First Eucharist or
Confirmation, these classes will guide him/her
through the preparation process for these
sacraments also. Registration for this school
year is going on now, and classes started
September 18th, and run through the end of
May 2023. You can email Michelle at
mweekley@saintpaulsa.org to obtain a packet,
and they are also on the website:
www.saintpaulsa.org

High School Youth Group: Come join us
each Monday, 6:30—8:30 pm at the JPII (306
John Adams). Next meeting: Jan. 16th

High School Winter/Confirmation Retreat -
February 24-26™ at Tecaboca! Join us for
an amazing weekend of faith, fun and plenty of
food! Gt away for a weekend from the hustle
and bustle of life to take a break in the great
outdoors. All safety protocols will be
observed. Cost of the retreat is $130.
Contact Michelle Weekley to register.
Deadline to register is February 22"

Pasta Palooza Fundraiser — January 28" 6-
8 pm at the Community Center. Come
support our High School Retreat by attending,
or getting to go our Pasta dinnerl We will
have a sit down dinner available in the
community center, or pick up at the
concession area. You will get baked ziti,
chicken alfredo, lasagna, salad and a roll.
You can also purchase drinks and desserts.
The cost for each plate is $10.00. Tickets can
be purchased by any retreat team member,
confirmation candidate or from Michelle
Weekley.

Middle School Youth Group- Jr SPYs: If
you are in middle school and would like an
opportunity to share in social and spiritual
activities with your friends, we meet twice a
month from 3:00-4:30 pm at the JPII (306 John
Adams). New times and dates are being
decided. Next meeting: Jan. 29th

St. Paul Catholic Church

ST. PAUL
CATHOLIC
SCHOOL

St. Paul
celebrating 70 years of proudly educating
children in the Brigidine tradition. The
Jubilee Gala will be held on May 13 at
the St. Paul Community Center. Tickets
are $100 each and will include cocktails,
dinner, and dancing to a live band. Attire

Catholic School will be

will be semi-formal. Tables are also
available to sponsor or buy. Please
contact the school for more details and
tickets. 210-732-2741

Jubilee Raffle tickets are now available
for $5 each in the school office. There
will be 9 prizes from $200 to $10,000 in
Visa gift cards. The drawing will be held
May 14.

We would like to thank the generous
support by our alumni who have
sponsored students at our school.
Through their donations, families in need
continue to educate their children in the
St. Paul traditions. If you are interested
in donating to the school or sponsoring a
new or future student, please call the
school and ask for Ms. Rosie Young.
Through your help, we can continue to
build our school community through a
Christ centered education.

Throughout the year, we will continue
with open enroliment for PK 3-gh grades.
We also offer multi-student discounts at
the school. Please call Rosie Young at
the school office for more information at
210-732-2741

or rosie.young@stpaulroyals.org

«= Play,

) ST. PAUL
& ' Grow..,

.*.,.T sons. | LEARNING

» T CENTER

An Early Childhood Development & Pre-K
Program for children between the ages of
6 weeks to 4 years of age. A safe and
nurturing  environment  where  the
intellectual and spiritual needs of the
whole child are met!

For information or to schedule a tour
contact: Josie Gonzales, Director at
210-738-8715



ST. PAUL
ALTAR
SOCIETY

Our sanctuary and altar space were
especially beautiful this year with the
placement of trees, and the nativity
displayed in front of the altar surrounded
by red poinsettias. A host of members,
parishioners, and friends made it happen
this year. We thank the following for their
contributions: Grace Dominguez for the
wreaths on the wall of the sanctuary and
her daughter who helped with the
placement of the trees; also, Dinah
Martinez and her husband, Robert; Sixta
Ybarra and husband, Jesse, Norma
Romo, Yolanda Hernandez, Delia Olivarri,
David Schraer, Marcos Saldana and his
father, and Grace Villarreal. Jennifer
Smyrl and Father Mesa also helped with
their suggestions and expertise. The
outdoor display on the lawn on Sutton
Street was the work of our members
Dinah Martinez, Sixta Ybarra and her
husband Jesse, Grace Villarreal, and
Delia Olivarri. As they say, “It takes a
village”. Thank you to all that gave of
their time and hard work this Christmas
season.

Several of our members are celebrating
birthdays in January: Alice Banasau,
Diane Bigham, Gloria Cano, Margaret
Cruz, Mary Davila, Lily Fernandez, Gloria
Gonzales, Martha Ramirez, and Rebecca
Scheffel. Happy Birthday and may our

Blessed Mother shower you with many
blessings.

ST. PAUL
GUADALUPANA
SOCIETY

St. Paul Guadalupana Society members
wish everyone a blessed and joyous New
Year. We would like to welcome and
congratulate our newest members, Marla
Jean, Joe Trinidad and Mary Gensen.

We invite everyone to join us on the 3rd
Sunday of every month for our monthly

CHURCH NEWS AND EVENTS @ 7
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Pope Francis, in continuing his call for a renewed sense of awe and appreciation of the
Word of God, has proclaimed the third Sunday of Ordinary Time as “Word of God
Sunday.” On the weekend of January 21-22, 2023 we will observe the Word of God
Sunday, and so this is a great time to reflect on the role that Scripture has in our lives as
we seek to model our lives on Jesus Christ, the Word of God. In reflection, we can ask
how do we allow the scriptures to permeate our lives so that God’s word is alive in us?
Maybe we have a favorite passage, one that we return to again and again to meditate on
at different stages in our lives. Or maybe we haven't really spent much time with
Scripture, aside from hearing it at Mass or other occasions in Church. The Word of God
Sunday serves as a reminder to take the gift of Scripture and to allow the Word of God to
seep into the rhythm of our lives so that we more fully and deeply come to know our Lord
and ourselves.

If you do not own your own bible, beginning the weekend of January 7-8, we will have a
variety of bibles available for a donation at the church. Bring your bibles to mass on the
weekend of January 21-22 for a special blessing. Let us all begin this new year with a
resolution to let the scriptures guide our lives.

El Papa Francisco, continuando con su llamado a un sentido renovado de asombro y
apreciacion de la Palabra de Dios, ha proclamado el tercer domingo del Tiempo Ordinario
como “Domingo de la Palabra de Dios”. El fin de semana del 21 al 22 de enero de 2023
observaremos el Domingo de la Palabra de Dios, por lo que este es un buen momento
para reflexionar sobre el papel que las Escrituras tienen en nuestras vidas mientras
buscamos modelar nuestras vidas en Jesucristo, la Palabra. de Dios. Al reflexionar,
podemos preguntarnos ¢cémo permitimos que las Escrituras impregnen nuestras vidas
para que la palabra de Dios esté viva en nosotros? Tal vez tengamos un pasaje favorito,
uno al que volvemos una y otra vez para meditar en diferentes etapas de nuestra vida. O
tal vez realmente no hemos pasado mucho tiempo con las Escrituras, aparte de
escucharlas en Misa u otras ocasiones en la Iglesia. El Domingo de la Palabra de Dios
sirve como un recordatorio para tomar el regalo de las Escrituras y permitir que la
Palabra de Dios se filtre en el ritmo de nuestras vidas para que lleguemos a conocernos
a nosotros mismos y a nuestro Sefior mas plena y profundamente.

Si no tiene su propia biblia, a partir del fin de semana del 7 al 8 de enero, tendremos una
variedad de biblias disponibles en la iglesia. Traiga sus biblias a misa el fin de semana
del 21 al 22 de enero para una bendicién especial. Comencemos todos este nuevo afo
con la resolucién de dejar que las Escrituras guien nuestras vidas.

Rosary which begins at 9:25 am followed
by our Guadalupana Mass at 9:45 am.

Our next monthly membership meeting is
January 15 at the Paula House after the 9:45
am Guadalupana Mass. We welcome all of
our new and potential members. Annual
membership dues are $10. Please join us as
we continue to honor  Our Virgen de
Guadalupe, develop friends and fellowship
with our members. For more information,
contact President: Aurora Kaiser @ 210- 379
-7476.

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Join the ACTS community at 5:30pm
mass the first Sunday of every month
beginning April 3rd. We will pray the
rosary beginning at 5pm. ALL ARE
WELCOME.

JANUARY 8, 2023
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