


Bulletin and Newsletter Submissions 
Send Parish Bulletin submissions to bulletin@staustin.org. 

Send monthly Parish Newsletter submissions to 
newsletter@staustin.org. 

All submissions are subject to approval and space limitations.  

Rev. Fr. Charles Kullmann, CSP, Pastor  
ckullmann@staustin.org; ext. 328 

Rev. Fr. Rich Andre, CSP, Associate Pastor  
randre@staustin.org, ext. 327 

Rev. Fr.  Paolo Puccini, CSP, Associate Pastor  
ppuccini@staustin.org, ext. 314  

Rev. Mr. Billy Atkins, Deacon 
batkins@staustin.org, ext. 318 

Rev. Mr. Dan Wright, Deacon 
dwright@staustin.org 

Tara Cevallos, Pr incipal, St. Austin Catholic School 
tcevallos@staustinschool.org, 512-477-3751 

Kristen Dempsey Pasyk, Director  of Social Justice Ministr ies 
kdempseypasyk@staustin.org, ext. 324 

Mitzi Patiño Eastman, Director  of Stewardship & Community 
Life, meastman@staustin.org, ext. 325 

Frank Garcia, Facilities Manager  
fgarcia@staustin.org, ext. 315 

Sharon Jones, Office Manager , Ethics & Integr ity in Ministry 
sjones@staustin.org, ext. 303 

Sharon Lehtonen, Administrative Specialist, Reservations 
slehtonen@staustin.org, ext. 319 

Pat Lucksinger, Bookkeeper , Sacramental Records,  
Baptism & Wedding Coordinator 
plucksinger@staustin.org, ext. 322 

Dr. Andrea L. Pobanz, Director  of Liturgy & Music 
apobanz@staustin.org, ext. 326 

Elberta Smoak, Par ish Business Administrator  
esmoak@staustin.org, ext. 301 

Rachel Vaughn, Director  of Faith Formation  
rvaughn@staustin.org, ext. 320 Offertory Collection 

July 25-26, 2020 

Total Received  $12,173.25 
Cash & Checks $4,042.00 
Direct Debit & Credit Cards $8,131.25 

Venmo Giving 

Thank you so much for using Venmo to give to us 
@StAustin-CatholicParish; last 4 digits: 2532 

 

 

We are very grateful for your gifts to: 

OFY - your donations to the Offertory are what sustains us. Those 
gifts keep the lights on and the water running. They patch holes in 
our infrastructure and allow us to connect with you over the inter-
net and by phone. They pay the salaries of those hard at work to 
serve you. They fund our faith formation efforts and the liturgy 
that hasn't skipped a beat in this time of COVID 19.  

PIN - your generosity to Persons in Need is feeding people, pay-
ing rent and utility bills, giving bus passes, and providing hope. 
Split between our Thursday Outreach and St. Vincent de Paul 
Society, your kindness is reaching those in need across Austin.  

For those who have died… 

Saul Duran, Leota Murray, Cheryl Archer 

For those in need of healing... 

Larry Schroeder,  Steven Hamidi, Martin Myers, Sheba Jackson, 
Carl Leedy, Mary Bray, Ryan Charles, Julie Johnson, Charlie 
Kullmann, Cecile Jesse, Travis Kaderka, Bill Collier, Rose Bax-
ter, Fr. Paul Robichaud, Mark Barackman, Jon Hodgdon, Brian 
Klaus, Norma Sharp, Jamie Lee Helton, Huong Nguyen, Julie 
Provost, James Shaw, Shannon Mehner, Shawn McClellan, Mario 
Martinez, Bill Davis, Ed. S., Robert Patrick Nellis, Elena Ante-
nora, Carolina C. Gutierrez, Yolanda Lopez, Jeffrey Mechler, 
David Carpenter, Kathleen Dillon Narko, Matthew Macy, Lynn 
Harris, Mahala Arrindell, Christopher Solis, Irene Saldaña, Peter 
Soosay, Marilyn Frazier, Joyce Duffy, Rebecca Macy, Fr. Bob 
Michele, and those on our prayer blanket list  

For those serving in the military and in relief and 
peacemaking activities... 

Chris Marshall, Drew Marshall, Dacoda Hensel, Shane Caffery, 
Brandon Miles Klingemann, James Cimino, David J. Rodriguez, 
Nicholas Krepp, Zachary Bybee, Steven Metze, Walter R.Yosin 
III, Philip Huber, Javier Segovia, Chad Zinnecker, Michael K. 
Burgess, Will Beckham, Michael Gonzales, Paul Gonzalez. 

If you or someone you know would like to be added to our pray-
ers or have updates, please send that info to bulle-
tin@staustin.org so we can keep our lists up to date. Thank you! 

You can now request Mass Intentions on our  
website! Please visit StAustin.org/worship and use 
the form at the bottom of the page. 



I am overwhelmed with gratitude for all that you 
have done to make my priestly ordination such a 
beautiful weekend. During my years in the semi-
nary, my spiritual director would repeat that the 
people of God will show me the type of priest I am 
called to be. He would also stress that the priest-
hood that I was discerning would not belong to me, 
but rather to Church and to those whom I am called 
to serve.  

The St. Austin’s community truly came together to show your 
faith and offer your talents in so many ways. From the hand-
drawn posters of schoolchildren, to the beautiful voices of the 
choir, to the creative videos for my reception, I am in awe of the 
manifold ways that you have extended your hospitality in these 
tough times. I am also deeply grateful to the staff at St. Austin’s. 
They began working on the logistics for my ordination long be-
fore my arrival to Austin on June 22, and everything went very 
smoothly. 

The Catechism describes the sacraments of Holy Orders and Mar-
riage as “sacraments at the service of communion,” which “are 
directed towards the salvation of others; if they contribute as well 
to personal salvation, it is through service to others that they do 
so. They confer a particular mission in the Church and serve to 
build up the People of God” (CCC 1534). I pray that my ministry 
and the ministry of all priests will never lose sight of this mission 
to foster communion among God’s people and seek the good of 
others in all that we do.  

I hope that I can generously respond to the great gift that I have 
received to live and serve as a priest here at St. Austin’s. I know 
that I have great mentors with Fr. Chuck and Fr. Rich, whom I 
chose to vest me during my ordination as a sign of their future 
guidance during my first years of priesthood. I also hope that you 
will be patient with me as I learn from my mistakes, which Fr. 
Larry reminds us can be a source of wisdom.  

Looking ahead to the coming weeks, I’ll be on the rotation of 
Mass celebrants while also learning how to navigate offering the 
sacraments at hospitals during these unprecedented times. I will 
also be thinking about some possible digital ministry initiatives 
later this fall as the situation evolves.  

Until then, please know that I am praying for you all, 

- Fr. Paolo 

Whew!!! The whirlwind weekend with the cele-
bration of the ordination to the priesthood of Fr. 
Paulo Puccini is over. We not only survived in-
tact, but we pulled off a complicated choreogra-
phy of sacrament and celebration that was TO-
TALLY AWESOME! There was a wonderful 
dinner prepared by Paulist in-house chef extraor-
dinaire, Fr. Larry Rice, CSP, on Friday evening, 

hosting Paolo’s family and visiting classmate, Fr. Evan Com-
mings, CSP. On Saturday we had a wonderful celebration of ordi-
nation presided over by Bishop Joe Vasquez, with added video 
congratulations from Paulist President Fr. Eric Andrews, CSP. 
And Sunday saw Fr. Paulo’s First Mass of Thanksgiving right 
here at 8:45, with Fr. Larry Rice doing a great job on the homily. 
Finally, to wrap it all up there was an exuberant and fun congratu-
latory “drive by” by many parishioners on our blacktop play-
ground. Organized by the Knights of Columbus it went smoothly 
and was totally fun. Even the weather cooperated with the rain 
holding off for the reception in the courtyard and the drive-by. 
Truly the Holy Spirit was present in this event. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Fr. Paolo Puccini, CSP. We are so 
happy that he is assigned here as a third priest on our parish staff. 
If all goes as planned, he will be here for four years, much as Fr. 
Steven Bell was here his first four years of priesthood, and Fr. 
Rene Constanza was here his first four years of priesthood. I am 
especially happy that Fr. Rich Andre will continue to be with us 
for at least another year. Beyond that, who can say??? 

Many thanks to all who helped to make this whole weekend such 
a beautiful, moving, holy and fun experience. It was truly memo-
rable. It is a real feather in the St. Austin cap! With the live-
streaming of the ordination and the First Mass I think we im-
pressed Paulists around the country as well as ourselves. So, a 
BIG THANK YOU to all of you who helped in any way to make 
this past weekend so memorable and successful. You are way too 
many to name. This event was truly a community event that re-
quired a community effort, and you all came through in spades! 
THANK YOU!!! 

Thanks to the diligent work of our parish archivist, Ms. Mary Lou 
Gibson, I have subsequently learned that Fr. Paolo is NOT the first 
Paulist to be ordained at St. Austin Parish. That honor goes to Fr. 
William Blakeslee, CSP. Mary Lou sent me the following:  

Here is an excerpt Fr.om "The History of St. Austin's Parish, 1908 
- 1947" 

"In 1925 Fr. William Cartwright came as Pastor. It 
was during Father Cartwright's pastorate that St. Austin's experi-
enced a great joy in the ordination of her first priest, one of her 
first altar boys, the first native son to be elevated to the Holy 
Priesthood. William Blakeslee, son of Judge and Mrs. William 
Blakeslee, having completed his studies at the Paulist Seminary, 
was ordained in St. Austin's Chapel, through special dispensation, 
by the Rt. Rev. Christopher E. Bryne."  

So, Fr. Puccini is NOT the first Paulist to be ordained in this par-
ish, though he is the first to be ordained in this church building. 
Obviously, we have a tradition going! Please continue to pray for 
more vocations to Paulist pr iesthood, and that we may in the 
future soon celebrate another priestly ordination here at St. Austin 
Parish.  

God bless!  

Update Your EIM Compliance Online 
The EIM online training is only available for a limited time. 
This online training is intended for individuals who have previ-
ously attended an in-person workshop and are due for renewal 
training.  

If you are due to update your EIM compliance, visit 
www.austindiocese.org/workshop or www.austindiocese.org/
taller-de-eim to complete the temporary online EIM training. The 
training page includes instructions on how to login to your EIM 
account to find information you will need to provide in order to 
receive credit for completing the training.  

If you require assistance, contact your EIM Site Administrator. 

St Austin Parish: sjones@staustin.org.  
St. Austin School: erogers@staustinschool.org 



St. Austin Connect-by-Phone Ministry 
We have a connect-by-phone program for those interested in 
staying connected via phone. Human beings are social beings, 
and meaningful contact with others is vital to our wellbeing re-
gardless of age or overall health. If you would like to receive 
phone calls or to call others, please email stayconnect-
ed@staustin.org. If you have any questions please contact Linda 
Carson at billandlinda@carsonplanners.com or (512)589-2991.  

New “Plazas” on Our Website 
Our website has three new sections! We now have plazas for 
immigration, racial justice, and housing. All of these have 
many resources, prayers, prior bulletin columns, and statements 
from bishops’ conferences. Check them out and keep an eye on 
them in the future for updates! 

Solidarity Across Borders Campaign 
With migrant communities facing increased marginalization and vulnerability, the need for solidarity has taken on a 
newfound sense of urgency. The Kino Border Initiative seeks to highlight the solidarity among and with migrants in 
the time of COVID and inspire us to be more committed advocates. 

As COVID-19 cases have surged within detention centers, detainees have been left feeling exponentially more vul-
nerable. This has created a new level of solidarity among them, including organizing collective hunger strikes to protest their 
“imprisonment.” Detainees have also self-organized, writing letters to affiliated advocacy groups or individuals to elevate their concerns. 
In some cases, journalists, groups, family members of detainees, and previous detainees have released video chats and phone calls with 
detainees to news media outlets to draw attention to the poor conditions and sanitation. This solidarity, first within detention centers and 
then linked to those outside of detention centers have helped shed light on the issue. 

The global pandemic and recent shifts in the asylum-seeking process have hampered schooling for migrant students. However, a varia-
tion of classrooms for children in migration has emerged at various Mexican border cities, including the Sidewalk School in Matamoros, 
Mexico. The school was initially staffed by volunteers from outside the encampment, and after several months, the leadership of the 
school transitioned to the hands of other asylum-seekers.  

In a migrant camp in Matamoros, a group of migrants with medical backgrounds offer their expertise to other asylum seekers. This group 
of medical professionals manage a small clinic while keeping the virus at bay. As asylum-seekers wait for increasingly long periods of 
time at the border, there has been an increase in methods of organizing and governance among migrants. A community within the Mata-
moros camp established a representative democracy in January. Representatives from each country of origin were elected to coordinate 
efforts in areas of communication, resource distribution, sanitation, and general civil response.  

Accompaniment, “walking with” or “being with” vulnerable people and communities, is a way of working and living that is guided by 
mutuality and listening to the needs of the communities one is working alongside or standing alongside in solidarity. As advocates for 
more just migration, one of the most powerful things that we can do to stand in solidarity with migrant communities is to bring them back 
into sight – make them seen and make them heard. We can listen to their stories and take the time to understand their realities, their 
needs, and their struggles so that we can be better educated, equipped, and strategic in how we support them.  

The urgency of persistent action and solidarity has increased as the pandemic rages on and immigrants and asylum seekers continue to be 
further targeted and marginalized. The Kino Border Initiative, the source of this article, is facilitating the online campaign “Solidarity 
Across Borders.” This campaign seeks to lift up the testimonies of migrant communities and the additional difficulties they encounter in 
the face of a pandemic. Throughout the campaign, testimonies will be coupled with calls to action and modes of expressing solidarity 
with migrant communities that bring about tangible change.  

RCIA 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, 
or finishing Sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation as an adult, 
please email Rachel Vaughn. We will begin classes, most likely 
online, in late August. Time and day of our classes are still being 
worked on.  

Children’s Faith Formation 
Faith Formation for preschool, elementary, middle, and high 
school will take place online next year. We are looking at an 
online catechesis for the whole family to participate in. As pub-
lishers update their curriculum, so too are we. Look for registra-
tion to come at the end of July and for classes to begin online at 
the end of August.  

We ask for your continued prayers and support for the 2020-
2021 Faith Formation ministry for Children, Teens, and Adults, 
as we navigate the unknown waters of COVID-19. Know that 
our Director of Faith Formation, Rachel Vaughn, along with St. 
Austin staff and parishioners, and the Diocese of Austin, is 
working hard to make plans for next year! 

Are you missing Children's Liturgy of the Word? Check 
out our St. Austin Catholic Parish YouTube page with   
updated videos!  

Bible Study 
Would you be interested in joining or leading a Bible or book 
discussion for the 2020-2021 school year? If so, please reach out 
to Rachel Vaughn to discuss possibilities!   

Knights News 
The Knights were pleased to assist during the special 
weekend for our newest Paulist priest, Fr. Paolo Puc-
cini, CSP. Four Knights served as ushers for the Or-

dination Mass on Sat., July 25. On Sunday evening, six Council 
members presented Fr. Paolo with a card and gift. We then di-
rected the first-ever St. Austin’s Ordination Car Parade. We 
staged the cars in the church garage and directed them up San 
Antonio St. to the blacktop where they drove past Fr. Paolo to 
greet him and receive a blessing. We wish to thank the many 
families for participating in this memorable event!  



Prayer Blanket Blessing and 
Anointing of the Sick 
Mon., Aug. 10, at 8 a.m. Mass 

Please join us for the monthly Blessing of Prayer Blankets. If you 
or a loved one would like a prayer blanket, or if you would like to 
volunteer, please contact the parish office or Nancy Hrin at 512-
837-3658 or tnejs@aol.com. Our prayer blankets are made from 
cotton fabric, which the COVID-19 virus can live on cotton for 2 
weeks. To ensure that the prayer blankets are clear, finished pray-
er blankets will be isolated for two weeks before filling re-
quests. No monograming will be available at this time. 

Mask News 
Make Masks: Local furniture manufacturer Austin’s Couch Pota-
toes realized that their upholstery shop had all the materials need-
ed to make face masks for medical personnel. These aren’t equiv-
alent to the N95 masks that filter out some viruses, but these 
masks are good enough for some purposes. For the local sewing 
community, Austin Couch Potatoes assembled kits that make 50 
masks, along with directions. Five criteria to receive a kit include 
(1) functioning sewing machine, (2) thread, (3) ability to sanitize 
assembly process, (4) ability to view instructional video, (5) 
agreement to make 50 masks. Austin’s Couch Potatoes sends a 
courier to the house to deliver the kit and to pick up the completed 
masks. Request a kit to make 50 masks here or visit their website. 

Parishioner Cindy Belcher, with husband Gary and their two adult 
daughters, pooled their talents for a month-long stint making face 
masks. While their production has stopped but if you’d like to 
make masks, Cindy can e-mail you mask patterns (adult, child, 
infant) and sewing instructions, as well as suggest possible 
sources of materials. E-mail her at rosieloo.51@gmail.com. 

Give Masks: Parishioner Amie Chopra of Austin State Hospital 
welcomes masks of any kind. Fastenings may be either elastic 
loops or ties. There are no other guidelines. Drop off finished 
masks at the front of the campus, 42nd St & Guadalupe. 

E-mail Amie.Chopra@hhsc.state.tx.us the day and time you will 
bring the masks, and she will tell security to expect you. The se-
curity guard can retrieve the masks from your trunk, and you 
don’t even have to get out of your car. 

Public Masses as the Pandemic Continues 

Our Schedule 

 Masses on Sundays are at 8:45, 11:30, and 5:30 p.m. 

 Daily Mass Monday-Saturday is at 8 a.m.  

 On Saturday evenings, Sunday Vigil is at 5 p.m.  

 Our Masses on Sundays at 8:45 a.m. and daily at 8 a.m. are 
livestreamed on StAustin.org, FaceBook, and YouTube. 

Please check the website regularly as that will be the first place 
we will announce any changes. We’ll also stay in touch by email. 

What to Expect 

We’re working diligently to maintain a safe environment for wor-
ship. We’re following current CDC guidance and planning with 
an abundance of care for you, for our volunteers, and for our staff 
and clergy. Seating is limited to maintain 6' distancing between 
households. Our architecture and fixed pews put us at about 15% 
of our normal capacity. We clean and sanitize after every Mass.  

Masks must be worn by all over 8 years of age. Church doors 
open 20 minutes before Mass. Please maintain the 6’ spacing as 
you wait. We must close our doors when Mass begins. If you 
arrive after the doors are closed, we’re very sorry to have missed 
you. Please join us to worship online.  

Please follow the instructions regarding Communion: 

1. Wearing your mask over your nose and mouth, approach the 
altar in a single file using the tape on the floor for space, 

2. Cup your hands to give the presider (or Eucharistic minister if 
one is present), a wide space to lay the Blessed Sacrament 

3. Holding the sacred Host, please return to your seat before you 
pull down your mask to consume the Eucharist. 

4. Replace your mask properly covering your nose and mouth. 

Thank you for helping us flatten the curve of infection. Wearing 
masks and maintaining 6’ distance are how we model the Gospel 
message of love for one another.  

Development Materials Posted 
Visit our website to learn more about Our Property Development 
Journey, our campus site renewal. That Journey begins with the 
steps you’ll see on the website: Timeline, Frequently Asked 
Questions, Presentation Slides with plans and renderings. There’s 
also a Survey, an important feedback tool, in the Links section of 
the page. The Development Committee appreciates your ques-
tions and observations - what you say makes a difference! 

Join GAP for Weekly Discussions! 
GAP, graduates and professionals in their 20s-30s from St. Aus-
tin, host social, service, and study events. We meet online Sunday 
nights, 7:15-9 p.m., with other online events planned in between. 
For the month of August, we’re inviting in a series of speakers:  

Aug. 2: Dr. Heidi Campbell, Texas A & M - “Digital   
Ecclesiology” 

Aug. 9: Fr . Paolo Puccini, St. Austin – “Thoughts from a 
Brand-New Priest”  

If you would like to get involved, send a request to join our Face-
book group, “Graduates and Professionals of St. Austin’s and the 
UCC.”  

Adventures in the Archives 

Congratulations and blessings to the newest Paulist priest, Fr. Pao-
lo Puccini. He is now a member of The Missionary Society of 
Saint Paul the Apostle and his first assignment is at St. Austin 
Church. He joins an alumni group of over 140 Paulists who have 
served at St. Austin since its founding in 1908. When the Bishop 
of Galveston, the Rt. Rev. N.A. Gallagher wrote to the Paulists in 
the fall of 1907 to invite them to establish a center at Austin, the 
Bishop of Arkansas was pleading with them to take charge of the 
Catholic students at Fayetteville, Arkansas. But the New York-
based Paulists decided to come to Texas and minister to the Cath-
olic students at the University of Texas. 

Many of the Paulists who came to the then mission territory of 
Texas held different positions depending on what was needed. 
Some worked in the Newman Apostolate at the University of Tex-
as, some were summer assistants, and some worked in the Mis-
sions. To date, a total of 24 Paulists served as Superior and Pastor 
with Rev. Charles Kullmann as the current Superior, Pastor. 

Welcome Fr. Puccini, C.S.P! 



 

Congratulations, 
Fr. Paolo Puccini, CSP 

On your ordination and           
your first Mass as a  

Paulist Father! 
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