
 

 

 

 



RCIA 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, 
or finishing Sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation as an adult, 
please email Rachel Vaughn. We will begin classes, most likely 
online, in late August. Time and day of our classes are still being 
worked on.  

Children’s Faith Formation 
We have a few different options for Grades 1-8. Below are the 
websites for you to look at and make the best decision for your 
family. All have options for books and e-learning. Godly Play 
will still be a weekly video. It will be a Children's Liturgy of the 
Word with a story pertaining to one of the weekly readings. To 
pay you can go through Venmo (@StAustin-CatholicParish) and 
say FFREG with the amount (i.e. FFREG $60) or you can write a 
check and mail it to us. Please note the prices are different de-
pending on the publisher: 

 Gospel Weeklies: $30 

 Sophia Institute: $30 

 Gospel Weeklies and Sophia Institute: $60 

 Alive in Christ: $15 

 Confirmation: $15 

Pre-K 3-8th Grade: Gospel Weeklies 
1st Grade-8th Grade: Sophia Institute Scope and Sequence 
1st Grade-8th Grade: Sophia Institute Website 
Ninth Grade: Alive in Christ 
Confirmation: Dynamic Catholic 
First Communion Additional Resources 

Bible Study 
If you are interested in joining or leading a Bible or book discus-
sion for the 2020-2021 school year, please reach out to Rachel 
Vaughn to discuss possibilities!   

Important Dates for the Election 
 Mon., Oct 5: last day for unregistered voters to register to 

vote (registration application must be received by this date) 

 Tues., Oct 13 - Fri., Oct 30: in-person early voting 

 Fri, Oct 23:  last day for registered voters to apply for ballot 
by mail (application must be received by this date) 

Find out how to register to vote, update your voter registration, 
apply to vote by mail (if you qualify), and more here. 

Faith & Racial Healing 
Do you want to do something about racism, but don't know where 
to begin? Would you like to learn about racial equity, healing, and 
justice in a prayerful, small group setting? We'd love to have you 
join us for part 2 of JustFaith's new series, Faith & Racial Heal-
ing. 

This fall, parishes in the Diocese of Austin are teaming up to offer 
Faith & Racial Healing virtually. We’ll begin Sat., Sept. 12 with 
an introductory retreat followed by Tuesday evening sessions, 
starting at 6 p.m. Sept. 15 and running through Nov. 3. Cost is 
$40. Do not let price be a deterrent. If you are unable to 
pay, simply email Kristen at kdempseypasyk@staustin.org. We 
hope you can join!  Sign up here. 

Fr. Walter Dalton, C.S.P., was Pastor here at St. Austin Parish 
(Sept. 1962-1968) and Director at the University Catholic Center 
(1968 -1972). He died on Aug. 6, 1994. The following remem-
brance is by parishioner and former School Principal, Mary Ber-
wick. 

Remembering Father Walter J. Dalton, C.S.P. 

I met Fr. Walter Dalton, C.S.P. soon after I began attending St. 
Austin in Sept. 1970. Fr. Ed Pietrucha, the pastor then, may have 
introduced us. Fr. Dalton had been born into a Catholic family in 
Philadelphia in 1916. Ordained as a Paulist priest at the age of 
twenty-nine in New York City, he served in New York, Portland, 
Oregon, and, for four years, in South Africa, returning in the mid-
1950’s to a new parish in Richardson, TX. He served as Newman 
Chaplain at Southern Methodist University, Texas Christian Uni-
versity, and other area colleges.  

At our first encounter in 1970, while he was director of the Uni-
versity Catholic Center, he told me some of his history. What 
sticks in my mind, though, is something he did not mention: that 
he had been the St. Austin pastor from 1962 to 1968. That period 
included the years of the historic meeting of the world’s Catholic 
bishops at the Second Vatican Council (Rome 1962-65). I only 
learned later that he was formerly the pastor, and think the omis-
sion revealed his characteristic humility. 

Father Dalton spoke to me about ecumenism and Christian unity. 
He told of an organization he belonged to in Austin, the Austin 
Area Conference of Churches (AACC). He attended meetings and 
represented Bishop Vincent Harris on the organization’s steering 
committee. With Fr. Dalton’s encouragement, I began attending 
AACC monthly discussions, lectures, and concerts, held in differ-
ent Austin churches. I made lasting friends among what in Ireland 
we would call “the Protestant community.” I also became a mem-
ber of the Jewish-Christian Forum of the Texas Conference of 
Churches. Father Dalton served on panels at annual TCC conven-
tions. 

People close to him in that time admired him for having founded 
Volunteers for Educational and Social Services (VESS) in 1972. 
His collaborator was Archie Gress, a Catholic lay man who, with 
his wife, had worked with the poor in rural Honduras. VESS fo-
cused on giving young, full-time volunteer professionals the op-
portunity to be of service to others, live simply, and develop them-
selves professionally and spiritually. Father Dalton’s typical vol-
unteer recruits were recent graduates of Catholic colleges. VESS 
paid their expenses and gave them small stipends. Father Dalton 
established a VESS office at St. Edward’s University. His former 
volunteers say he not only enjoyed “mentoring the rookies,” he 
also was expert at fund-raising, knew how to build relationships, 
and always emphasized the young volunteers’ mission rather than 
selling himself.  

In the early 1970’s Fr. Dalton began holding Mass in Horseshoe 
Bay, northwest of Austin. A substantial Catholic congregation 
grew up. In 1982, a church building, including a worship space 
called the Holy Spirit Chapel, was completed on a donated site on 
Thanksgiving Mountain, overlooking Lake L.B.J. At the formal 
dedication, an Interfaith Service of Thanksgiving and Sharing, Fr. 
Dalton gave the call to worship. Now known as St. Paul the Apos-
tle Parish (a Mission of the Paulist Fathers), the church has an 
ecumenical library and a family life center. Among its goals is 
“strengthening ecumenical and interreligious relationships.” 

Fr Dalton is buried in a mausoleum in Horseshoe Bay, TX. 



Offertory Collection 
Thank you for your steadfast generosity! Here are our Offertory 

figures for the week:  

Aug. 8-9, 2020 

Total Received  $40,267.43 
Cash & Checks $14,238.00 
Direct Debit & Credit Cards $26,029.43 

Thank you so much for using Venmo to give to us 
@StAustin-CatholicParish; last 4 digits: 2532 

We are grateful for your kindness to Persons in Need each first 
Sunday of the month. Their expressions of gratitude and commit-
ments to hold our community in prayer lift the spirit.  

We've posted all you need to know at the GIVE tab on our web-
site in the Treasure section - and we welcome any questions you 
have. Just call the Parish Office and ask for Pat Lucksigner or 
Mitzi Eastman. Our March pledge drive was interrupted by the 
pandemic, if you didn't pledge then, but can now, the form is 
online and easy to complete. Pat and Mitzi are available to help. 

Update Your EIM Compliance Online 
The EIM online training is only available for a limited time. Take 
advantage now! This online training is intended for individuals 
who have previously attended an in-person workshop and are due 
for renewal training. If you are due to update your compliance, 
please visit the  Ethics & Integrity in Ministry Ethics & Integrity 
in Ministry page on our website.  

Contact either sjones@staustin.org at St. Austin Parish 
or erogers@staustinschool.org at St. Austin School.  

Help Needed 
Please visit our Help Needed page to learn of the many opportu-
nities to lend a helping hand around our parish. For example, we 
need help welcoming people who attend our Masses on 
the weekends. If you feel comfortable helping, contact Dr. An-
drea for more information: apobanz@staustin.org. There are sev-
eral helping opportunities available from connecting with oth-
er parishioners to a need for school clothes at St. Louise House 
to a neighbor in need of furniture.  

Music to Lift Our Spirits! 
Accept the invitation to submit three favorite hymns/songs re-
gardless if they’re in the RitualSong Hymnal or not (if you can’t 
remember the title, plug a few key words into the search bar 
at hymnary.org or Google) and send them to Dr. Andrea 
at apobanz@staustin.org. She will make a series 
of creative videos of your favorites and make them available on 
our Facebook page and in the Sacred Music section of our web-
site. Until we are able to sing again, we encourage you to prayer-
fully reflect on the hymn texts and let them guide you through 
this uncertain time.    

Story Time, 
an opportunity to connect 
You can listen to the Paulists tell their stories on Sto-
ryCorps. We've set a link to it on our website in News 

& Events.  At a time when folks are starved for connection, cre-
ate opportunities by reconnecting with your CRHP Formation 
Team, or other Faith Formation parents. Be brave - initiate con-
nection with an invitation to Story Time.  

Adventures in the Archives 
St. Austin Parish has had an elementary school for 103 years. In 
fall of 1917 St. Austin priests, Rev. J. Elliott Ross and Rev. Theo-
dore Petersen, asked the Dominican Sisters of the Sacred Heart of 
Galveston to open a parochial school for the new St. Austin 
Chapel community. The Sisters were already in Austin operating 
another school in the neighborhood called Holy Rosary School. 
They bought two small houses on San Antonio street and opened 
the school which they named the Newman School, after Cardinal 
John Newman. Some years later, Newman School was renamed 
St. Austin School and a new school building was built in 1954. It 
wasn’t until the mid 1980s that the gym was built for student 
physical education classes and for parish events. 

The Dominican Sisters were a part of the school faculty until the 
early 1980s. Their convent was the building now known as Pau-
list Hall. Sister Carlettta La Cour, O.P. was the school principal in 
the mid 1970s. In the 1970s and 1980s the school’s enrollment 
surpassed 270 students in grades K through 8th. 

Knights News 
The Knights of Council 10776 welcome back the 
teachers and staff of St. Austin Catholic School! To 
show our appreciation for our school and to help get 
the new school year off to a good start, the Council 

will give individual Target gift cards to teachers and staff to use 
for those last-minute classroom expenses. Go Eagles!! 

Also noteworthy, Aug. 12 was the 168th birthday of Fr. Michael 
J. McGivney, the founder of our Order. He was a parish priest at 
St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, CT when he founded the 
Knights of Columbus in 1882. From that humble beginning, the 
Knights of Columbus has grown into an international organiza-
tion. Happy Birthday, Venerable Fr. McGivney!! 

For more information on Venerable Fr. McGivney and on becom-
ing a Knight, please visit our webpage and then contact Paul Lew-
is at plewis5340@sbcglobal.net. 

How to Be an Adult in Faith & Spir-
ituality 
Fr. Chuck’s Book Discussion will cover How to Be an 
Adult in Faith and Spirituality. Part of psychological 
health is maturing not only in mind but also in faith and 

spirituality. This book provides a detailed and straightforward 
vision of what faith and spirituality can look like in adult con-
sciousness. 

Fr. Chuck will lead an on-line discussion every Monday from 
Sept. 12-Oct. 14 with two times to choose from: 12-1 p.m. or 7-8 
p.m. Sign up here for some thought-provoking discussion. 

Please visit StAustin.org/worship  
to see and request  

Mass and prayer Intentions. 
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