
 

 

 

 



RCIA 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, 
or finishing Sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation as an adult, 
please email Rachel Vaughn. We will begin classes, most likely 
online, in late August. Time and day of our classes are still being 
worked on.  

Children’s Faith Formation 
We have a few different options for Grades 1-8. Below are the 
websites to help you make the best decision for your family. All 
have options for books and e-learning. Godly Play will still be a 
weekly video, a Children's Liturgy with a story pertaining to a 
weekly reading. You can use Venmo (@StAustin-CatholicParish) 
and say FFREG with the amount (i.e. FFREG $60) or you can 
mail in a check. Please note the prices differ by publisher. 

Costs of Materials: 

 Gospel Weeklies: $30  

 Sophia Institute: $30  

 Gospel Weeklies and Sophia Institute: $60  

 Alive in Christ: $15  

 Confirmation: $15  

Links to Materials & Publishers: 
Pre-K 3-8th Grade: Gospel Weeklies 
1st Grade-8th Grade: Sophia Institute Scope and Sequence 
1st Grade-8th Grade: Sophia Institute Website 
Ninth Grade: Alive in Christ 
Confirmation: Dynamic Catholic 
First Communion Additional Resources 

Bible Study 
If you are interested in joining or leading a Bible or book discus-
sion for the 2020-2021 school year, please reach out to Rachel 
Vaughn to discuss possibilities!   

Pray for Vocations 
Let us pray with and for Paulist seminarians and novic-
es as they continue to discern and pursue a priest-
ly vocation. Here's a prayer suggestion: 

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to 
serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, religious, and 
consecrated persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help us respond 
generously and courageously to your call. May our community of 
faith support vocations of sacrificial love in our youth. We ask 
this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  

I hope this finds you healthy and sane in this time of 
economic dislocation, political contention, extraordinary 
heat, and dangerous pandemic. This has proved to be a 
difficult year, with more to come.  

Hard times push us to pray. Many recite the simple prayer “The 
Hail Mary” either by itself or as part of praying the rosary. Re-
cently, I have taken to changing and adapting “The Hail Mary” in 
my prayer. I recite the first part pretty much as it is, since it comes 
straight from Scripture. The opening, “Hail Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee” is an old translation of the Angel Gabriel’s 
greeting to Mary reported in Luke 1:28. The second part, “Blessed 
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Je-
sus” is Elizabeth’s greeting to Mary found in Luke 1:42. Since 
this is straight from the Gospel, I don’t mess with that. 

To the second part, “Holy Mary, Mother of God” I add the words, 
“and Mother of the Church.” Mary is Mother of God, declared at 
the Council of Nicea in the 4th century. There was a debate over 
the relationship of the divine and the human in Jesus Christ. Was 
Jesus part God and part human, or God in a human form, or hu-
man and very nearly but not quite God? The orthodox response, 
our Catholic faith today, is that Jesus is fully God, fully human, 
and fully one. And since Jesus is fully one, what is true of his hu-
man nature is true of his divine nature. You can accurately say, 
“Mary is the mother not just of the human Jesus, but also Mother 
of God.”  

While that is great for Mary, and is crucial for our individual sal-
vation, it doesn’t have much direct appeal to us. However, at least 
since Vatican Council II, there has been more emphasis on Mary 
as a member of the church, and given her special role in salvation 
history, even as “Mother of the Church.” Pope Francis has empha-
sized this title of Mary. Therefore, to connect Mary’s role more 
directly to my own situation, since I am part of the Church, I add 
the title, “Mother of the Church” to more clearly emphasize 
Mary’s connection to me. Then, since in English the words “pray 
for us sinners” sounds like a command, I insert the word “please.” 
So it reads, “Holy Mary, Mother of God and Mother of the 
Church, please pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our 
death, AMEN.”  

We need all the help we can get. Reminding ourselves that Mary 
is also spiritually our Mother, and politely asking for her interces-
sion, just seems more appropriate to me. And if it does to you, you 
are free to pray that way as well.  

God bless!  

Offertory Collection 
Thank you for your steadfast generosity! Here are our Offertory 

figures for the week:  
Total Received  $24,272.79 
Cash & Checks $11,012.51 
Direct Debit & Credit Cards $13,260.28 

Thank you so much for using Venmo to give to us 
@StAustin-CatholicParish; last 4 digits: 2532 

We rely on your generosity to realize our mission of bringing 
Christ's love into our world. We've posted all you need to know at 
the GIVE tab on our website in the Treasure section - and we wel-
come any questions you have. Call the Parish Office and ask for 
Pat Lucksinger or Mitzi Eastman. Our March pledge drive was 
interrupted, if you didn't pledge then, but can now, the form is 
online and easy to complete. Pat and Mitzi are available to help. 

Please visit StAustin.org/worship  
to see and request  

Mass and prayer Intentions. 



St. Vincent de Paul Society 
We shared two months ago how we helped a neighbor 
get back on his feet when he got a job. He often con-
tacts us with offers to help including a donated desk, 

and we just happened to need one for another neighbor. He deliv-
ered it, too! The Vincentian Family Center had a couch for the 
same neighbor. This kind fellow drove over, loaded up the heavy 
couch, then coaxed it up to the second floor apartment that was to 
become its home! He said he did not feel obligated to repay us, 
but that he has always liked to do things for other people and he 
could see what good we were doing for others. 

Thank you for supporting Saint Louise 
House children with your gift card donations! 
Thanks to you, whether they’re going back to 
school in person or virtually, they can have a 
first day outfit that gives them confidence!  

Music to Lift Our Spirits! 
Thank you to everyone who has sent in their favorite songs for 
Mass! Our playlist is now up to about 50 songs or so. Dr. Ap will 
post videos in the weeks to come on both our Facebook and par-
ish website. If you have not sent your songs, you still have time! 
The last day to submit your top 3 favorites is Wed., Aug. 26. E-
mail the titles (or first lines of songs if you can't remember the 
name) to Dr. Andrea at: apobanz@staustin.org 

Important Dates for the Election 
 Mon., Oct 5: last day for unregistered voters to register to 

vote (registration application must be received by this date) 

 Tues., Oct 13 - Fri., Oct 30: in-person early voting 

 Fri, Oct 23:  last day for registered voters to apply for ballot 
by mail (application must be received by this date) 

Find out how to register to vote, update your voter registration, 
apply to vote by mail (if you qualify), and more here. 

Faith & Racial Healing 
Please join us for part 2 of JustFaith's new series, Faith & Racial 
Healing. This fall, parishes in the Diocese of Austin are teaming 
up to offer Faith & Racial Healing virtually. We begin Sat., Sept. 
12 with an introductory retreat followed by Tues. evening ses-
sions, starting at 6 p.m. Sept. 15 through Nov. 3. Cost is $40. Do 
not let price be a deterrent. If you are unable to pay, simply email 
Kristen at kdempseypasyk@staustin.org. We hope you can 
join!  Sign up here. 

Adventures in the Archives 
In the fall of 1883, the University of Texas welcomed some 221 
young adults to its Austin campus for the first semester. Records 
show that there were 13 members of the faculty including instruc-
tors. The property set aside by the State for the University was a 
tract of land, some forty acres, known to early settlers as College 
Hill. It lay between Guadalupe St., Lampasas (now Speedway), 
Orange (now West 24th), and Elm (now West 21st). Not yet dis-
placed, Native peoples still resided in the area. 

The first building erected, known as the West wing of the Main 
Building, was not ready for occupancy when the University 
opened. Class sessions were held for a few months in a building 
downtown. At that time, the only Catholic Church in Austin was 
Old St. Mary’s, a small church at the corner of Brazos and East 
9th. Two priests resided at St. Mary’s, the pastor and a missionary 
to cover the outlying districts. The population of Austin was 
11,000 and it spread out over a large territory. St. Austin’s Chap-
el, the second church in the area, opened its doors on Guadalupe 
Street near 21st in 1908. The present St. Austin church building 
was built in 1953. 

Knights News 
End of Summer Opportunity: Join the Knights of 
Columbus for Free! In honor of the forthcoming beat-
ification of Fr. Michael J. McGivney, founder of the 
K of C, eligible men can join for free (normally $30) 

until Aug. 31. For the rest of this month, every man who joins 
online at kofc.org/joinus will pay $0 first-year dues by entering 
the promotion code MCGIVNEY2020. If you’ve been thinking 
about joining the Knights, now is a good time to take advantage 
of this special offer. Becoming a member has never been easier or 
faster! For more information please visit www.staustin.org/
knights-of-columbus  and contact Paul Lewis 
at plewis5340@sbcglobal.net. 

How to Be an Adult in  
Faith & Spirituality 
Fr. Chuck’s Book Discussion will cover How to Be an 
Adult in Faith and Spirituality. This book provides a de-

tailed and straightforward vision of what faith and spirituality can 
look like in adult consciousness. Fr. Chuck will lead an on-line 
discussion every Monday from Sept. 12-Oct. 14 with two times to 
choose from: 12-1 p.m. or 7-8 p.m. Sign up here. 

Update Your EIM Compliance Online 
The EIM online training is only available for a limited time. Take 
advantage now! This online training is intended for individuals 
who have previously attended an in-person workshop and are due 
for renewal training. If you are due to update your compliance, 
please visit austindiocese.org/workshop.  

For more information, contact sjones@staustin.org at St. Austin 
Parish or erogers@staustinschool.org at St. Austin School.  

Please visit our Help Needed page to see the many opportuni-
ties to lend a helping hand around our parish. For example, we 
need help welcoming people who attend our Masses on 
the weekends. If you feel comfortable helping, contact Dr. An-
drea for more information: apobanz@staustin.org.  

In Search of Tech Savvy Volunteers   
Your experience and problem-solving skills would be a great gift 
to the parish. Please consider serving on a council of advisors to 
help us achieve greater efficiencies with technology. We have 
questions about the merits of local v. cloud storage. Our equip-
ment is due for update. What questions should we be asking as we 
make decisions regarding investment in our technology infrastruc-
ture? If you'd like to volunteer for this project of limited, although 
at this time unknown duration, please contact sjones@staustin.org 
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MIKE SEXTON
“HANDS-ON CARPENTRY”

• remodeling •
• fencing •
• decks •

• dry wall repair •
• tile work •
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512.966.8082
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John Schneider, Jr. Parishioner
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cindy@butlerfloors.com
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20 years’ experience across many industries  

We are passionate about your success!
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