
 

 

 

 



RCIA 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, 
or finishing Sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation as an adult, 
please email Rachel Vaughn. We will begin classes, most likely 
online, in late August. Time and day of our classes are still being 
worked on.  

Children’s Faith Formation 
We have a few different options for Grades 1-8. Below are the 
websites to help you make the best decision for your family. All 
have options for books and e-learning. Godly Play will still be a 
weekly video, a Children's Liturgy with a story pertaining to a 
weekly reading. You can use Venmo (@StAustin-CatholicParish) 
and say FFREG with the amount (i.e. FFREG $60) or you can 
mail in a check. Please note the prices differ by publisher. 

Costs of Materials: 

 Gospel Weeklies: $30  

 Sophia Institute: $30  

 Gospel Weeklies and Sophia Institute: $60  

 Alive in Christ: $15  

 Confirmation: $15  

Links to Materials & Publishers: 
Pre-K 3-8th Grade: Gospel Weeklies 
1st Grade-8th Grade: Sophia Institute Scope and Sequence 
1st Grade-8th Grade: Sophia Institute Website 
Ninth Grade: Alive in Christ 
Confirmation: Dynamic Catholic 
First Communion Additional Resources 

Bible Study 
If you are interested in joining or leading a Bible or book discus-
sion for the 2020-2021 school year, please reach out to Rachel 
Vaughn to discuss possibilities!   

This Thursday, September 3, we celebrate the feast 
of St. Phoebe. Less than a year ago we installed a 
statue of St. Phoebe above the steps going to the 
sanctuary, holding a scroll to the right of St. Paul. 

This is St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans, a very important 
Epistle, sometimes called “St. Paul’s Gospel.” St. Paul en-
trusted this important letter to Phoebe to bring, and perhaps 
to read, to the Roman Christians. He was planning to visit Rome, 
and this was to be an introduction and defense of his teaching. St. 
Phoebe was advancing the way for the controversial St. Paul. 

In the Letter to the Romans 16:1-3 we learn that Phoebe was a 
deaconess of the Church at Cenchreae, the port of Corinth in 
Greece, whom St. Paul admired. Many have speculated that she 
was a woman of means who contributed financial support to 
Paul's apostolate, and likely hosted the house church of Cenchre-
ae, as well as provided shelter and hospitality to Paul himself.  

So she is a model and patron of all those who support the Church 
and help in so many ways, and hence she is a great model and 
patron for our parish. She also is something of a problem. In the 
old New American Bible, as above, she is referred to as a 
“deaconess”, but in the Revised New American Bible she is re-
ferred to as a “minister”. There is some ambiguity about the word, 
and at the time St. Paul wrote, offices in the church were not 
clearly established and codified. So there is some debate about 
exactly what Phoebe did and what her role in the Church was. 

That debate continues today, as Pope Francis has established a 
commission to study the possibility and practicality of the wom-
en’s diaconate in the church today. Considerable research has re-
vealed written and archaeological evidence (mostly tombstones) 
of women deacons in the early church. Were they ordained, and 
what did they do? They certainly assisted at the Baptism of wom-
en, since people at that time were baptized naked. All this is now 
under study. 

We value our deacons, Billy and Dan. Would it be beneficial to 
have women deacons as well, to preach, baptize, witness wed-
dings, care for the poor, and do what men deacons now do? Per-
sonally, I think it would be a great advantage and help our evange-
lization. But the Church, who does not rush into these things, has 
not yet decided.  

In any case, the word “phoebe” is Greek, and means, “bright” or 
“shining”. How appropriate to have St. Phoebe now shining in our 
church. God bless!  

Offertory Collection 
Thank you for your steadfast generosity! Here are our Offertory 

figures for the week:  
Total Received  $27,199.58 
Cash & Checks $7,673.00 
Direct Debit & Credit Cards $19,526.58 

Thank you so much for using Venmo to give to us 
@StAustin-CatholicParish; last 4 digits: 2532 

We rely on your generosity to realize our mission of bringing 
Christ's love into our world. We've posted all you need to know at 
the GIVE tab on our website in the Treasure section - and we wel-
come any questions you have. Call the Parish Office and ask for 
Pat Lucksinger or Mitzi Eastman. Our March pledge drive was 
interrupted, if you didn't pledge then, but can now, the form is 
online and easy to complete. Pat and Mitzi are available to help. 

Please visit staustin.org to see and  
request Mass and Prayer Intentions and 

to sign up for weekly e-news. 

ETHICS AND INTEGRITY IN MINISTRY 

Update Your EIM Compliance Online 
Limited EIM Workshops resumed in August for new applicants 
(or no prior EIM Workshop attendance) and are typically for 
members of the host parish/school community only at this time; 
St. Austin Parish has no workshops scheduled at this time. If 
your training is about to expire, you must renew it by participat-
ing in a workshop.  

Temporary online EIM training is available here for persons 
needing to update their compliance; the training page includes 
instructions on how to login to your EIM account to find infor-
mation you will need to provide in order to receive credit for 
completing the training. Email sjones@staustin.org at St. Austin 
Parish or erogers@staustinschool.org at St. Austin School.  



Important Dates for the Election 
 Mon., Oct 5: last day for unregistered voters to register to 

vote (registration application must be received by this date) 

 Tues., Oct 13 - Fri., Oct 30: in-person early voting 

 Fri, Oct 23:  last day for registered voters to apply for ballot 
by mail (application must be received by this date) 

Find out how to register to vote, update your voter registration, 
apply to vote by mail (if you qualify), and more here. 

Faith & Racial Healing 
Please join us for part 2 of JustFaith's new series, Faith & Racial 
Healing. This fall, parishes in the Diocese of Austin are teaming 
up to offer Faith & Racial Healing virtually. We begin Sat., Sept. 
12 with an introductory retreat followed by Tues. evening ses-
sions, starting at 6 p.m. Sept. 15 through Nov. 3. Cost is $40. Do 
not let price be a deterrent. If you are unable to pay, simply email 
Kristen at kdempseypasyk@staustin.org. We hope you can 
join!  Sign up here. 

Please visit our Help Needed page to see the many opportuni-
ties to lend a helping hand around our parish. For example, we 
need help welcoming people who attend our Masses on 
the weekends. If you feel comfortable helping, contact Dr. An-
drea for more information: apobanz@staustin.org.  

In Search of Tech Savvy Volunteers   
Your experience and problem-solving skills would be a great gift 
to the parish. Please consider serving on a council of advisors to 
help us achieve greater efficiencies with technology. We have 
questions about the merits of local v. cloud storage. Our equip-
ment is due for update. What questions should we be asking as we 
make decisions regarding investment in our technology infrastruc-
ture? If you'd like to volunteer for this project of limited, although 
at this time unknown duration, please contact sjones@staustin.org 

Texas Catholic Pro-Life  
Spiritual Bouquet 
St. Austin Catholic Parish and our Gabriel Project ministry dedi-
cated a spiritual bouquet of Monthly Masses for Life in 2020.  
The bouquet was presented to Bishop Joe Vásquez at the Texas 
Catholic Pro-Life Day Mass on Jan. 25.  The next Mass for Life 
offered for the intention of “greater respect for all human life 
from the moment of conception to the moment of natural death." 
is Tues., Sept. 1, at 8 a.m. Please join us for Mass from your 
home to pray for life. Prayer is of utmost importance in all we do 
on behalf of every aspect of life. Thank you and God bless! 

Prayer Blanket Blessing  
and Anointing of the Sick 
Mon., Sept. 14, at 8 a.m. Mass 
Please join us for the monthly Blessing of Prayer Blankets. If you 
or a loved one would like a prayer blanket, or if you would like to 
volunteer, please contact the parish office or Nancy Hrin at 512-
837-3658 or tnejs@aol.com. Blankets are made from cotton fab-
ric, which the COVID-19 virus can live on for 2 weeks. To ensure 
your safety, finished blankets will be isolated for two weeks be-
fore filling requests. No monograming is available. 

Adventures in the Archives 
Texas was a new mission territory for the Paulist Fathers of New 
York when Bishop N.A. Gallagher of Galveston invited them to 
establish a missionary center in Austin. Rev. Michael P. Smith, 
CSP, one of the older Paulists, was appointed to establish a parish  
for the Catholic students and neighbors of University of Texas. 

Fr. Smith arrived in Sept. 1908 to meet the Catholic students. 
University officials were cordial in their welcome. U.T. President, 
Dr. D. F. Houston, wrote this letter to Fr. Smith: “I feel sure the 
citizens of Austin will feel special satisfaction in knowing that the 
work of caring for Catholic students is to devolve upon the distin-
guished Order of Paulists of New York City.” When Fr. Smith 
arrived, he and another Paulist priest, Fr. Sullivan, had living 
quarters on San Antonio St. They took their meals in the neigh-
borhood. The Sisters at Seton Infirmary (on West 26th St) offered 
the priests the use of their Chapel for daily Mass. 

How to Be an Adult in  
Faith & Spirituality 
Fr. Chuck’s Book Discussion will cover How to Be an 
Adult in Faith and Spirituality. This book provides a de-

tailed and straightforward vision of what faith and spirituality can 
look like in adult consciousness. Fr. Chuck will lead an on-line 
discussion every Monday from Sept. 12-Oct. 14 with two times to 
choose from: 12-1 p.m. or 7-8 p.m. Sign up here. 

Knights News 
New members can attain full Knighthood online! Tra-
ditional ceremonies for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Degrees 
have been replaced with the new on-line Exemplifica-

tion of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. Now a candidate for mem-
bership can join online and view the on-demand Exemplification 
in about an hour. Your family can watch too! Don’t forget the end
-of-summer special: eligible men can join for free (normally $30) 
until Aug. 31. Go to kofc.org/joinus and enter promotion 
code MCGIVNEY2020. Becoming a member has never been 
easier or faster!  

Season of Creation 
The “Season of Creation” begins with the World Day of Prayer 
for the Care of Creation on Sept. 1 and ends with the feast of St. 
Francis on Oct. 4. Each week during this season, Fr. Paolo will 
create an informative video and co-lead a virtual gathering for 
reflection with Kristen Dempsey Pasyk. Videos and more infor-
mation will be included in the e-newsletter sent out each Friday.  

St. Vincent de Paul Society 
The Ups and Downs of the Pandemic 
More folks from the areas of town normally not served 
by our particular SVDP conference are calling us for 

help. Many neighborhoods are not served by a SVDP conference, 
and their calls for local help often go unanswered. Thankfully, 
due to your generosity, our members have been able to call sever-
al neighbors in areas of southeast Austin and offer hope. Mostly, a 
voice on the other end of the line that is willing to listen with a 
Christ-like empathy, and if we can, some funds toward rent or 
utilities. Thank YOU for your prayers and your generosity, so that 
we can offer hope to these neighbors.  

Austin Energy has been exceptionally generous during this pan-
demic, giving both direct relief to hundreds of customers, and also 
by granting more funds to its Plus 1 Partners so that they can also 
share with those in need. What a gift!  
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Catholic Cemetery of Austin
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MIKE SEXTON
“HANDS-ON CARPENTRY”
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• fencing •
• decks •

• dry wall repair •
• tile work •
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 Business Continuity & Disaster Recovery 

20 years’ experience across many industries  

We are passionate about your success!
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