
 

 

 

 



ETHICS AND INTEGRITY IN MINISTRY  

Update Your EIM Compliance Online 
Limited EIM Workshops resumed in August for new applicants 
(or no prior EIM Workshop attendance) and are typically for 
members of the host parish/school community only at this time; 
St. Austin Parish has no workshops scheduled at this time. If 
your training is about to expire, you must renew it by participat-
ing in a workshop.  

Temporary online EIM training is available here for persons 
needing to update their compliance; the training page includes 
instructions on how to login to your EIM account to find infor-
mation you will need to provide in order to receive credit for 
completing the training. Email sjones@staustin.org at St. Austin 
Parish or erogers@staustinschool.org at St. Austin School.  

How to Be an Adult  
in Faith & Spirituality 
Fr. Chuck’s Book Discussion will cover How to Be an 
Adult in Faith and Spirituality. This book provides a 
detailed and straightforward vision of what faith and 

spirituality can look like in adult consciousness. Fr. Chuck will 
lead an on-line discussion every Monday from Sept. 12-Oct. 14 
with two times to choose from: 12-1 p.m. or 7-8 p.m. Sign up 
here. 

Adventures in the Archives 
Before there was GAP, the program for Graduates and Young 
Professionals, there was the St. Austin’s Collegiates for Christ. Fr. 
Bob Scott, CSP, started this program in fall 1982. This new group 
of university students met weekly in Newman Hall and discussed 
different Catholic topics. 

A number of the Collegiates also served the parish as lectors, Eu-
charistic ministers, ushers and in the folk choir for the 9:30 Mass. 
As the membership of the Collegiates grew, their activities be-
came more varied. There were many opportunities to meet other 
Catholic students through retreats and social activities. Fr. Scott 
continued to be the Collegiates chaplain for several years. 

The GAP program welcomes people in their 20s and 30s to the 
Sunday evening meetings via Facebook. There are different dis-
cussion topics each week. GAP will resume their normal Spiritu-
al, Service and Social activities after the pandemic restrictions are 
over.  

Creation is remarkable! The little I understand about 
the current science of the cosmos, the great numbers of 
galaxies, the expansion of space, the enormity of it all, 
and at the opposite end of the scale the peculiarities of 
quantum physics and the extremely small, not to men-

tion the intriguing speculations of other dimensions and multi-
verses, leaves me stretching my imagination to the limit in order 
to even begin forming a concept of the nature of reality. 

So I was disappointed when I read Carolyn Porco’s statement: 
“All the atoms of our bodies will be blown into space in the disin-
tegration of the Solar System, to live on forever as mass or ener-
gy. That’s what we should be teaching our children, not fairy ta-
les about angels and seeing grandma in heaven.”  

Dr. Porco is no dummy. She is an American planetary scientist 
who explores the outer solar system. She has worked on the Voy-
ager missions to Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune in the 
1980s. She led the imaging science team on the Cassini mission in 
orbit around Saturn. She is an accomplished scientist. 

Still, I disagree with her. I believe that my personhood, the unique 
me, is more than a fortuitous combination of matter and energy. 
There is a “me” that is not reducible to the sum of my matter and 
energy. Whatever that additional part is called “spirit.” I cannot 
prove the existence of this “spirit.” But I know that even if I am 
deluded and there is no such thing as spirit, my life now is still 
better for me because of my belief in the existence of spirit. 
Therefore, it makes evident good sense to me to believe this. I am 
better for it in any case.  

I also believe that one day the issue will be resolved, and we will 
all know if Carolyn Porco is correct (in which case we won’t 
know since there won’t be anything to know), or if I am correct 
(in which case we will not so much know as be known). This 
stance is to take the leap beyond cosmology (which in itself is 
pretty mind-boggling) to eschatology (which is not science, but 
faith-based). Eschatology relates all that ever was, or is, or will 
be, to an end that gives it all, not only existence, but beyond that, 
meaning and purpose. For us Christians, that organizing principal 
of eschatology is Jesus Christ Himself. As we reading in St. 
Paul’s letter to the Colossians: He is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation. For in him were created all 
things in heaven and on earth, the visible and the invisible, wheth-
er thrones or dominions or principalities or powers; all things 
were created through him and for him.  

I am willing to bet on this by being a person of faith. And some-

day we will all know for sure.  

God bless, 

A Look Back at Our Marian Events 
1. The Our Lady of Sorrows observance from the Paulists. 

The prayer service includes many of the parishes and foun-
dations where this missionary band ministers to the faith-
ful. 

2. Visit the OLG page in Community on our website to see 
cooking demonstrations, complete with delicious menus 
and recipes prepared by two Austin chefs, Alma Alcocer 
of El Alma and Elias Serda of 
Omakase "Otoko." We hope you'll 
consider joining us in future pil-
grimage events as we journey to-
ward the feast of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe on Dec. 12.  



Daily Mass will be in Our Lady of Guadalupe Room  

until completion of renovations in the church.  

Weekend Masses will continue in the church.   

RCIA 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, 
or finishing Sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation as an adult, 
please email Rachel Vaughn. We will begin classes, most likely 
online, in late August. Time and day of our classes are still being 
worked on.  

Children’s Faith Formation 
We have a few different options for Grades 1-8. Below are the 
websites to help you make the best decision for your family. All 
have options for books and e-learning. Godly Play will still be a 
weekly video, a Children's Liturgy with a story pertaining to a 
weekly reading. You can use Venmo (@StAustin-CatholicParish) 
and say FFREG with the amount (i.e. FFREG $60) or you can 
mail in a check. Please note the prices differ by publisher. 

Costs of Materials: 

 Gospel Weeklies: $30  

 Sophia Institute: $30  

 Gospel Weeklies and Sophia Institute: $60  

 Alive in Christ: $15  

 Confirmation: $15  

Links to Materials & Publishers: 
Pre-K 3-8th Grade: Gospel Weeklies 
1st Grade-8th Grade: Sophia Institute Scope and Sequence 
1st Grade-8th Grade: Sophia Institute Website 
Ninth Grade: Alive in Christ 
Confirmation: Dynamic Catholic 
First Communion Additional Resources 

Bible Study 
If you are interested in joining or leading a Bible or book discus-
sion for the 2020-2021 school year, please reach out to Rachel 
Vaughn to discuss possibilities!   

Season of Creation Week 3: Exile and 
Restoration 
This week we will discuss exile and return in the He-

brew Scriptures and apply these lessons to our own sense of exile 
during the ongoing pandemic. Inspired by these Scriptures, we 
will explore how we can work to restore our relationships with 
one another and the earth. Please visit www.staustin.org/
creation to view Fr. Paolo’s weekly reflection and register for a 
discussion. First-time participants are always welcome!  

Information On Voting  
As the Election Nears 
The Paulist Fathers offer A Paulist Reflection for the 
2020 U.S. Elections. The document encourages vot-
ers to use the core Gospel values of life, love, justice and mercy 
as a means to weigh each candidate and their positions. Visit our 
website's On Voting page as a gateway to the Reflection and oth-
er resources including to find a number of an excerpt from the 
new Paulist Press book Voting and Faithfulness, in which 15 not-
ed theologians and professors offer insights on conscience for-
mation and elections.  

Take careful note of these important election-related dates:  

 Mon., Oct 5: Last day for  unregistered voter s to register  
 

 Tues., Oct 13 - Fri., Oct 30: In-person early voting 

 Fri, Oct 23:  Last day for  registered voter s to apply for  
ballot by mail (application must be received by this date) 

Find out how to register to vote, update your voter registration, 
apply to vote by mail (if you qualify), and more here. Mail every-
thing extra-early to account for potential postal  delays.  

40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil 
St. Austin Catholic Parish will unite with churches across Central 
Texas from Sept. 23–Nov. 1 for  a 40-day campaign of prayer, 
fasting and constant peaceful vigil in front of a local abortion fa-
cility. Prayer volunteers pray one hour, one day a week during the 
vigil. Since 2009, local prayer vigils have been channels for: 

 over 279 women to choose life for babies that were going to 
be aborted (at least 4 women were pregnant with twins), 

 13 workers to have conversions and leave the abortion indus-
try, 

 thousands of women to be redirected to local pregnancy re-
source centers like the Gabriel Project for help through preg-
nancy and beyond, 

 many men and women to find healing from abortions in their 
past, and 

 more than 100 churches to unite arm-in-arm at local 40 Days 
for Life prayer vigils. 

Go here to sign up for a day and time. Sign up with a friend or 
partner with a Gabriel Project Angel. Contact Gabriel Project  
Coordinator Carmen Adams at (512) 417-8309 or by email at      
adamsteam@hotmail.com. Your prayers and presence saves lives. 

Suicide Prevention Awareness Month 
Suicide is a public health crisis that's only worsened with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Here are some grim statistics: 

 11% of American adults reported seriously considering sui-
cide in June, about double the percentage who did so last 
summer, a new CDC report finds. 

 Rates of suicidal ideation ranked highest among 18-24 year-
olds (25%) and unpaid caregivers for adults (30%).  

 Anxiety and substance abuse spiked more than 40% among 
those who said they had suffered a mental or behavioral 
health condition as a direct result of the coronavirus re-
sponse. More than 30% of those surveyed between June 24-
30 reported symptoms of anxiety and depression. 

Learn More and Take Action to Save Lives: 

 Save the Suicide Prevention Lifeline number (1-800-273-
8255) in your cell phone. 

 Check out namicentraltx.org for their support and education 
programs as well as other local resources. 

 Learn more, including how to have a mental health conversa-
tion, on our new Mental Health Plaza here. 
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TRAMEX TRAVEL
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Assumption 
Cemetery & ChApel 

mAusoleum

Catholic Cemetery of Austin
Burial & Cremation Options   

512-442-4252 
www.assumptionaustin.com 

MIKE SEXTON
“HANDS-ON CARPENTRY”

• remodeling •
• fencing •
• decks •

• dry wall repair •
• tile work •

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

512.966.8082

Dana Odom
Commercial Real Estate Agent

John Schneider, Jr. Parishioner

www.JohnSchneiderProperties.com
512.477.5827 3703 • Speedway, Austin, TX 78705

Residential & Commercial Flooring
209 E. Ben White Blvd, Ste 203

 Austin, TX  78704
cindy@butlerfloors.com

512-440-7179  Residential & 
  Commercial            512-445-2614 
    Tree Care 
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JENNIFER KORBA
512.784.7343 

SUSIE LEE
512.789.8300 

St. Austin Parishioners  & Your Real Estate Specialists

susieleehomes.com 
slee@realtyaustin.com 
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Brett Elliott 
Parishioner 737-220-1440 • www.flexitaustin.com

FLEXIBLE IT... 
TAILORED TO YOUR BUSINESS 

IT Support • Managed Services • Consulting 

Security • Training • Policy Writing 

 Business Continuity & Disaster Recovery 

20 years’ experience across many industries  

We are passionate about your success!

Call LPi today for advertising info 
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