
 

 

 

 



Update Your EIM Compliance Online 
Temporary online EIM training is available here for persons 
needing to update their compliance; the training page includes 
instructions on how to login to your EIM account to find infor-
mation you will need to provide in order to receive credit for 
completing the training. Email sjones@staustin.org at St. Austin 
Parish or erogers@staustinschool.org at St. Austin School. Learn 
more at the EIM page on our website. 

RCIA 
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic, 
or finishing Sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation as an adult, 
please email Rachel Vaughn.  

Children’s Faith Formation 
We have a few different options for Grades 1-8. Below are the 
websites to help you make the best decision for your family. All 
have options for books and e-learning. Godly Play will still be a 
weekly video, a Children's Liturgy with a story pertaining to a 
weekly reading. You can use Venmo (@StAustin-CatholicParish) 
and say FFREG with the amount (i.e. FFREG $60) or you can 
mail in a check. Please note the prices differ by publisher. 

Links to Materials & Publishers: 
Pre-K 3-8th Grade: Gospel Weeklies 
1st Grade-8th Grade: Sophia Institute Scope and Sequence 
1st Grade-8th Grade: Sophia Institute Website 
Ninth Grade: Alive in Christ 
Confirmation: Dynamic Catholic 
First Communion Additional Resources 

Bible Study 
If you are interested in joining or leading a Bible or book discus-
sion for the 2020-2021 school year, please reach out to Rachel 
Vaughn to discuss possibilities!   

You may have heard that in the Diocese of Austin, at 
the direction of Bishop Joe Vasquez, we will no longer 
be able to archive recordings of live-streamed Masses, 
as we have done since the beginning of this pandemic. I 
would like to explain the reasoning behind this change. 

Masses will be livestreamed at their usual times. The 8 a.m. 
Masses on Monday through Saturday, and the 8:45 a.m. Sunday 
Mass, will be livestreamed, and you can watch them on Facebook, 
our website, or Youtube while they are occurring. 

You will be able to return later and find the saved recording of the 
first part of the Mass, with the readings, the homily, the Creed and 
Prayers of the Faithful (Universal Prayer) and even the exciting 
announcements. However, the Eucharistic Prayer and Commun-
ion will not be saved for later viewing fortheological/liturgical 
reasons. This is what the Vicar General of Diocese said:  

- The sacraments are fundamentally lived experiences of a lived 
reality in a particular time and place that are celebrated with the 
person of Jesus Christ in communion with his Body the Church.  
- Participation in the Eucharist and maintaining the holiness of 
Sunday must never be a matter of convenience, but rather, a 
faithful response to God’s invitation to commune with Him and 
the assembly together.  
- The liturgy experiences a poverty when it becomes an “on-
demand” act.  
-The liturgy is something we are invited to at a specific place and 
time rather than something to which we invite ourselves. 

The celebration of the Eucharist is never an individual act. It is by 
its very nature communal. We do this as the Body of Christ to-
gether. However, we are unable to gather in this time. To empha-
size the essentially communal nature of the Eucharist, we gather 
not in location (proximity) but in time (temporally). The Eucharist 
is something we DO TOGETHER. Ideally, we would do that all 
in one space, and we look forward to when we can again do it side
-by-side. In order to emphasize the collective nature of the Eucha-
ristic event in the meantime, we need to do it together in time, 
simultaneously. And we miss being together with you, your pres-
ence in time is still valuable to our celebration.  

That is my understanding (for what it is worth) of what Bishop 
Joe is trying to achieve. You may or may not agree with the rea-
soning, but Bishop Joe thinks this is what is best for the over-all 
spiritual health of this diocese. 

I sincerely regret if this causes you or your loved ones a sense of 
loss. If it is simply a matter of inconvenience then I invite you to 
pray after you watch the archived videos, you will not be alone. 
We will have the readings, homily, prayers of the faithful saved 
and archive for you to enjoy. 

We are looking at the possibility of live-streaming another Sun-
day Mass, either the 11:30 or the 5:30 p.m. We have pushed our 
recording crew to the limit (he is also doing weddings, funerals, 
Baptisms, First Communions, etc,) and would probably have to 
hire another staff person as our videographer. Right now we don’t 
have the budget for that. But we are looking at ways to make that 
happen. 

Please keep Bishop Joe and the staff at St Austin’s in your prayers 
as we try to figure out how to respond faithfully and with evan-
gelical zeal in this unusual, difficult, and uncomfortable time. God 
bless!  

Daily Mass will be in  

Our Lady of Guadalupe Rm.  

until completion of renovations in the church.  

Weekend Masses will continue in the church.   

Fr. Bob Michele, CSP 
Fr. Bob Michele, CSP died on Wed., 
Sept. 23 at Orchard House Residence in 
Mt. Angel, OR at the age of 92. Fr. 
Michele was a longtime resident of St. 
Austin parish rectory, working for 
many years as chaplain at St. David’s 
Hospital, and assisting several prayer 
groups around Austin. Mass for the repose of his soul on Sat., 
Nov. 15 at 5 p.m. in the church. All are welcome. 



Information On Voting  
As the Election Nears 
Visit our On Voting page for several thoughtful re-
sources, then take careful note of these important 
election-related dates:  

 Mon., Oct 5: Last day for  unregistered voter s to register  
 

 Tues., Oct 13 - Fri., Oct 30: In-person early voting 

 Fri, Oct 23:  Last day for  registered voter s to apply for  
ballot by mail (application must be received by this date) 

Find out how to register to vote, update your voter registration, 
apply to vote by mail (if you qualify), and more here. Mail every-
thing extra-early to account for potential postal delays.  

QR Code for the Sunday Worship Aid 
Use your phone or tablet to access our worship aid for Mass. The 
QR code is also on a sign in the narthex for a quick retrieval of 
the worship aid! Save on printing costs, preserve the environment, 
and please participate in Mass in lieu of a paper copy. 

40 Days for Life Prayer Vigil 
St. Austin Catholic Parish will unite with churches across Central 
Texas from Sept. 23–Nov. 1 for  a 40-day campaign of prayer, 
fasting and constant peaceful vigil in front of a local abortion fa-
cility. Prayer volunteers pray one hour, one day a week during the 
vigil. Since 2009, local prayer vigils have been channels for both 
the preservation of life and connections between churches. 

Go here to sign up for a day and time. Sign up with a friend or 
partner with a Gabriel Project Angel. Contact Gabriel Project  
Coordinator Carmen Adams at (512) 417-8309 or by email at      
adamsteam@hotmail.com. Your prayers and presence saves lives. 

Christmas Baskets Already?  
The Christmas Basket elves need to properly assess 
what we can and cannot do this season. Our main goal 
is to keep everyone safe while still giving to many in 

need. A few decisions have been made already, and other plans 
are still in the works: 

 We WILL sponsor families for Christmas, but it will look 
different than in previous years. Stay tuned for more details! 

 We will NOT collect food this year. (If you have been saving 
bags, you can recycle or donate them elsewhere. Thank you 
for keeping those and sorry for any inconvenience.)  

 We can NOT store gifts nor gift-wrap at the church. 

 We will NOT have our normal Thursday evening gathering to 
sort food and gifts into boxes. However, we are working on 
ways to have those who want some ‘hands-on’ involve-
ment engaged safely! 

 We WILL collect HEB cards and monetary donations to pur-
chase those.  

 We will more than likely have some sort of modified delivery 
day, but that is still in the planning stages.  

Thanks for your generous support of the Christmas Basket Project 
in the past. We need your participation more than ever, so be on 
the lookout for ways you and your family can be involved.  

Prayer Blanket Blessing and 
Anointing of the Sick 

Mon., Oct. 12, at 8 a.m. Mass 

Please join us at for the monthly Blessing of Prayer Blankets. If 
you or a loved one would like a prayer blanket, please contact the 
parish office or Nancy Hrin at 512-837-3658 or 
tnejs@aol.com. The Prayer Blanket Ministry members continue 
to work from home, contact Nancy if you would like to help the 
ministry as well. 

Adventures in the Archives 
One of the liveliest and most fun events at St. Austin began in 
autumn 2013. Parishioners and their pets were invited to gather 
on the blacktop near the school. These furry family members 
received a special blessing on the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. In 
recent years, the Blessing of the Animals took place in the Heck-
er Hall courtyard and included a couple of hamsters, a rabbit and 
one turtle. 

For  many years, the blessing also included a Pet Food Drive 
which benefited the Pet Food Bank of Austin and Travis County. 
Consider a donation! The Blessing of Animals continues at 10 
a.m. Sat. on the blacktop. God Bless them all.  

Knights News 
The Knights of Columbus Texas State Council will 
award several needs-based grants of $1000 to students in 

the Austin diocese. The deadline to apply is March 1 but don’t 
delay! See the Council’s webpage for more details and an applica-
tion. Contact Paul Lewis for more information.  

Respect Life Month 
Virtual Baby Shower and Baby Drive for Gabriel Project 

This October, Gabriel Project will be highlighting 2-3 of mothers 
each week who will be Baby Shower recipients. Each description 
will include a short bio and a brief wish list of material items 
needed for her baby or young child, read these bios on our web-
site. Gabriel Project is collecting cards for the moms as well as 
wish list items that can be found on the Gabriel Project Target 
registry.  

Due to the temporary closing of the Catholic Charities Life Cen-
ter, our parish Gabriel Project is now serving more families than 
ever. You can participate in the Baby Drive by purchasing any of 
the following items and having them shipped to St. Austin:  

 Diapers in sizes 4, 5, 6  

 Baby wipes 

 Target, HEB, or Walmart gift cards for baby items 

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month 

People everywhere are staying home to protect themselves and 
others from COVID-19. But for domestic violence victims, home 
is a dangerous place. 1 in 4 women and 1 in 9 men have experi-
enced severe intimate partner physical violence. We must learn to 
recognize domestic abuse, respond with compassion, and refer 
people to the proper services that are prepared to help them. 

Pray, learn, and act with us here. 
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