




Church Interior Project
As I write this the work on the interior renovation is proceeding apace. The scaffolding
is coming down even as I write this. The
new lighting and the new sound system will
make quite a difference I believe, and our
newly refurbished worship space will be
waiting for us when we can all gather together in prayer and praise.
We have run into one snafu. The new hanging lights, that are LED and dimmable, are
not long enough. So new, longer rods that
hold the lights to the ceiling are on the way.
We are still waiting on news about the length of time for shipping. But so far that has been the biggest obstacle on this construction project. It could be a lot worse.
Looking forward to this coming Wednesday, November 18,
which is (in the United States) the Feast of Saint Rose Philippine
Duchesne. She was a French nun back in the 18th – 19th Century
who as a young girl had a burning desire to come and work
among native Americans. She was sent by her Order to St.
Charles, MO, just up the Missouri River from St. Louis. She
spent most of her life working with the children of pioneers in
that area. Finally, in 1841, at the age of 78, she was able to fulfill
her life-long dream and went to work among the Potawatomi
Indians in Kansas. Unfortunately, she was not able to learn the
Indian language, but she spent her time praying for the mission.
Her dedication to prayer impressed the Native Americans, and
they called her “the lady who prays always.”
She is buried in St. Charles, MO. Last August, when I went to
visit my Dad who was in his last days in a nursing home in St.
Peter’s, MO (a town next to St. Charles; the early French named
their settlements after Saints), I went to visit the shrine of St.
Rose Philippine Duchesne. I met a docent there (the shrine had
just re-opened), and asked her about St. Rose’s relationship with
the Native Americans. This was the time when statues of St. Junipero Serra were being toppled in California, and Christopher Columbus was being accused of mistreating and enslaving natives.
The docent told me that every Autumn an elderly Potawatomi
lady comes from Kansas to visit and pray at the shrine of St.
Rose. When the docent had asked this lady why she did this, the
lady related a story that had been passed down for generations in
her family.
Originally the Potawatomi were not in Kansas, but around Georgia. They were forced out and relocated to Kansas on the Trail of
Tears, or the Trail of Death as the Native American lady called it.
This lady’s great-great grandmother was a little child, and recalled and retold the story of St. Rose picking her up, setting her
on her lap, rocking and comforting her as a child. This story has
been passed down from generation to generation in her family,
and now this descendant of that little girl comes annually to pray
at the grave of St. Rose Philippine Duchesne. I found that story
very touching, and so I wanted to share it with you. It was such a
simple gesture, and yet the impact of that act of kindness continues to reverberate through the generations. You never know the
impact of your acts of kindness.
God bless!

Visit the Project webpage to check out the progress weekly on
our Church interior! Pews are moving all about and our ceiling
is quite “hole-y!” This work is funded through your gifts to the
Diocese Capital Campaign, Encountering Christ. Thank you!

Rite of Welcoming
On Sun., Nov. 15 we will welcome our RCIA Inquirers into our
parish during the 8:45 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Masses. This is a special time for them and the people of St. Austin. This Rite introduces our 12 RCIA Inquirers to being part of the fold and our
amazing community. Please join us in praying for our RCIA Inquirers during this time of exploration as they grow closer to God.
To give you a better idea of what is in the Rite of Welcoming,
here is a series of explanations from one of our favorite resources
TeamRCIA. Please ask any questions and we look forward to
sharing this Rite with everyone!
RCIA Rite of Welcome: Greeting the Candidates
RCIA Rite of Welcome: Signing the Candidates

Faith Formation
Visit our Faith Formation webpages for information on our programs for both young people and adults, including registration for
catechesis.

Bible Study
If you are interested in joining or leading a Bible or book discussion for the 2020-2021 school year, please reach out to Rachel
Vaughn to discuss possibilities!

RCIA
If you or someone you know is interested in becoming Catholic,
or finishing Sacraments of Eucharist or Confirmation as an adult,
please email Rachel Vaughn.

St. Vincent de Paul Society
Black Friday & Saturday sale, 10-5:30 p.m. Nov. 2728, at the St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store 901 W.
Braker Lane. Ever ything in the stor e, except for
mattresses, will be 50% off!
Helps us to help others while you find great bargains!

SVDP Christmas Basket Project
Our St. Vincent de Paul Society is preparing for a
very unusual Christmas Basket Project. In spite of
these unusual challenges, this is one tradition - going
back nearly 40 years! - that St. Austin desires to maintain. In this
week’s flier, you see that our focus on safety has led to decisions that depend more on financial support for Christmas Baskets, and less on in-person assistance. Take a look and, if you are
in a position to help, please contribute as you are able. We appreciate your continued support!

Grateful for Translators!
One of the benefits of moving Outreach to a remote system is that
we have been able to offer some translation services to more of
our non-English-speaking guests. We can nearly always accommodate our Spanish-speaking guests because we have volunteers
who speak Spanish, as well as Fr. John Duffy and occasionally
Fr. Bruce Nieli translating for us. Since the pandemic began, we
have served a Vietnamese speaker and a handful of French and
Arabic speakers! In the midst of so much need, the Outreach team
is incredibly grateful to be able to serve non-English speakers
who often struggle significantly more than their English-fluent
counterparts in accessing resources. We also work with sign language interpreters to assist our deaf guests who reach out to us
since they otherwise could not communicate with us over the
phone. We give thanks for all of the translators and interpreters
who have helped us during this time, especially to Fr. John Duffy stepped up more
weeks than not!

Advent Prayer Intentions
Please submit the intentions that you would like the
students of St. Austin Catholic School to pray for
during the Advent season. Please join us for a
livestreamed Prayer Service on Fri., Dec. 4 at 9:15
a.m. Thank you for being a member of our community. Your
intentions will remain in our prayers. We respectfully ask that all
requests be sent here by Dec. 2.

Altar of Remembrance
You can visit the virtual altar here and watch the Vespers service
here. In the Vespers service video you can hear our choir perform
together for the first time since March! They did a beautiful job as
we held our deceased loved ones in special prayer and memory.

QR Code for the Sunday Worship Aid
Use your phone or tablet to access our worship aid for Mass. The
QR code is also on a sign in the narthex for a quick retrieval of
the worship aid! Save on printing costs, preserve the environment,
and please participate in Mass in lieu of a paper copy.

Knights News
Pecan sales are in full swing! We are offering halves
(great for baking!) and chocolate covered (milk and
dark). The amaretto chocolate pecans sold out quickly
– don’t delay! Please see the council website at or
click here to purchase pecans. Pick up your order at the church on
Sat. 10-1 p.m. or let us deliver them to you. Pecans will also
be available at the Christmas Bazaar. Your purchases help us
perform our charitable mission. Thank You!
Our Founder is now Blessed Fr. Michael Joseph McGivney! In
honor of the Beatification of Fr. McGivney, the Knights of Columbus is offering FREE on-line memberships until Dec. 31. The
Beatification Mass, much more information about Our Founder
and membership signup is here.

Communion Outreach
Westminster needs you! Please contact Nancy Carrales at nncarrales@gmail.com to bring the Eucharist
to members of our community living at Westminster
Senior Living Center. This service is most appreciated
both now, and once the pandemic passes. Please visit
our website for more information.

Christmas Bazaar
Safe and CDC compliant, our happy holiday tradition continues
this year with our Christmas Bazaar. Both online and on the black
top, join the merry-making to shop for hand-crafted and artisanal
wares, Fair Trade merchandise, pecans, baked goods, poinsettias,
St. Austin logo gear and more! Save the date for Sun. Dec. 6,
with online sales in the weeks before and after the live event.

Time is Running Out
The online EIM training is available until Thurs., Dec. 31, unless
an extension is needed based on COVID-19 conditions.
If your record is in need of updating, please visit this site today.

How to Report an Incident of Concern
The Diocese of Austin is committed to preventing harm from
happening to any of our children or vulnerable adults. To report
an incident of concern, go here, or call the EIM Office at 512-949
-2447.
Texas law says anyone who thinks a child, or person 65 years or
older, or an adult with disabilities is being abused, neglected, or
exploited must report it to the Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS). Abuse hotline: 1-800-252-5400.

Virtual Open House
Join St. Austin Catholic School teachers and members of our administrative staff for a virtual open house from the comforts of
your own home. You can meet our Principal, Tara Cevallos,
along with teachers representing Pk 3- 1st, 2nd - 5th, and middle
school. You can learn about how a St. Austin education might
benefit your child. To view our virtual Open House, 12:30-1:30
p.m. Wed. Dec. 9, please r egister her e.
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